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The  Honorable  Herbert  L.  Bryan  s,  M.D.,  President 
Florida  State  Board  of  Health 
Pensacola,  Florida 

J 

Dear  Dr.  Bryans: 

I  herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Florida 
State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1955.  I 

Sincerely  yours,  ^ 

Wilson  T.  Sowder,  M.D. 
State  Health  Officer 


May  1,  1956 
JacksonviUe,  Florida 


His  Excellency,  LeRoy  Coluns 
Governor  of  Florida 
Tallahassee,  Florida 

Sir: 

I  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  a  report  of  the  Florida 
State  Board  of  Health  for  the  period  January  1,  1955, 
to  December  31,  1955,  inclusive. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Herbert  L.  Bryans,  M.D. 
President 

May  1,  1956 
Pensacola,  Florida 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 


WILSON  T.  SOWDER,  M.D.,  M.P.H., 
State  Health  Officer 

Th.  vear   1955  was  an  eventful  one  for  the  public  hwlth  program 
in^l^nraS'L  responsibiUties  of  ^^^^^.^^J  "^^^^i^i 

-nSera.'^TtrFlorid':  rtrrlrrtne  except,  for 
tion  of  federal  tunas  lo  riui  ^     ^    purchase  and  admmis- 

a  special  appropnat|on  made  W  ^on^^  f  ^^f^e  bienniuxn  in  which  the 
SXtl'ttTr  principal  chafes  i^  the  public  health  program  were 
a  result  by  actions  by  that  body. 

For  the  fim  time  since  the  f  ^W-toent  of  the  Sute  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

^^fnT^irArS^G^ntralt'coSati^^^^ 

TnL^ii  re™:^isPo:s  were  ^^jy^^i,^:^:^,  TX 

applying  to  mosquito  control  and  *^.  "'I'^^^^J^^h  ™Xl  o^  narcotics 
health  importance  were  also  "Y'^^^  .  ^ J^/^^  ^^w^  passed  which  in 

S:S:'?eiKrd'    Ap|:fl*^Si    ^estaUl Jed 
with  responsibility  for  advising  and  ^"r^l^'^g  ^*  J  approprfaZn  of 

and  of  allocating  state  matchmg  funds  to  the  counties  wo^  g 
State  Board  of  Health. 

Capital  outlay  funds  were  pn,vided  by  the  Legislature  for^n  addition^ 

struction  of  combmation  health  centers  ^^"^^       .  ,  i-^^reases  in  appro- 

JSSLr^Xi^  3ul5?t,d  *i.  inched  »  .,™  ^  ■^  "^ 

of  the  calendar  year. 
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.ff^r*"  5^'^"'^y  was  experienced  during  the  year,  both  by  the  central 
n^^JT7  M^K*  '^^P^^?"  't^f'.  in  carrying  on  the  health 
ofX^,f  »  ^^"'5'  because  of  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population 
of  the  state  steadily  mcreasing  demands  for  services,  and  the  addition  of 
new  duties.  The  bureaus  and  divisions  in  the  State  Board  of  Health  which 

rJfXl'?'^''^  )?'''1°"'  ^  ^^''"'°"  ^  consultant  functions  have  had  a 
particularly  difficult  time.    In  spite  of  these  difficulties  the  year  1955 

CitT  t^.  ''  ^  f^'  ^f '  u  ^rF^-  ^^"y  ""^^  '"=^1*  center  were 
nu^jJr  ^%  T  r'^  '^u^  ^^^P  °^  ^^^^^'  ^""'l'-  I"  general,  the 
TnT^  !  K^^^  ^'^  ^'^^  "^'"  ^""^  the  communicable  disuses, 
ncludmg  tuberculosis  and  veneral  diseases,  continued  to  decline.  Also 
^Zl  "^  ^  g^f^g  decrease  in  maternal  and  infant  death  rates.  The 
State  Board  of  Health  received  much  criticism  during  the  year  from 
small  groups  opposed  to  the  flouridation  of  public  water  supplies  but 
fh-nr;"^^  a  pubhc  hearing  on  the  subject  its  previous  policy  favoring 
fluoridation  and  specifying  the  ways  in  which  it  can  be  ^d  should  bf 

h^hh3  r^^"^',  •  ^'t^KP'°er^  was  made  in  the  field  of  mental 
health  and  particular  emphasis  was  given  to  the  development  of  coopera- 
tive procedures  with  the  mental  hospitals.    Plans  were  made  and  pTLTo 

HS°^d°thn'"'"f r^  "^"""ir  "°^''  'l^-  ''y  A-  State  Cd  of 
the  eld^i-^L  T  °^?'^'^  ^^'^^  Tuberculosis  Board.  Plans  for 
the  tield  trainmg  of  personnel  were  given  serious  study  and  the  proeram 

retTh'^ntr?'  ^''''  ^'"^  °'  ".^'*  "^  honored  by  the  r^d^^ 
for  InfL^p/T-'"^"''  *^f".""'  -ncludingr  The  National  Foundation 
A^r  Fo^e  In^^  ''m',^™,1  ^^"^"'  Epidemiological  Board,  the  U.  S. 
riven  dunwL  T"u  ^""'.l^"'''  °^  ""^'"'-  Special  attention  was 
gn^en  dunng  the  year  to  the  problem  of  migratory  agricultural  laborers 

DietS  .nJ  E".'°f°'°g>cal  Research  Center  at  Vero  Beach  was  com- 
pleted and  occupied  dunng  the  year.   Some  of  the  problems  which  could 

oe°Lnner'''"'  .^"  k'"''  ''"'"'"^,  *^  ^^^^  "^^^  -^  lac^of  f  "nds  ^d 

de^L  and^.1'^'^""  Tf^'l.  r^^""  P°"""°"'  ^^  P°""»°n.  civil 
aeiense,  and  the  trainmg  of  food  handlers. 

It  is  recommended  that  in  the  future  special  attention  be  riven  to 
secunng  sufficient  funds  and  per^nnel  to  ^  on  the  pre^t^eraU 

£™en.^TtS'"if  "^^  'r  ^^"^  °^  «-'*  -d'^^i'-'tt' 
of  th™^;  n?.W-T'''u^'  ^f^"  "fy  be  unwittingly  shifted  to  some 

cL«  mo^T™  ^  ,  "'*  P"*'""""  ^'  '^^  "P-^"^  °^  °Wer  and  in  some 
cases  more  important  ones. 

Article  by  the  State  Health  Officer: 

i^k"^  u'"'  ^u  '^J.^^^?  '^°  "^  g°  f-^-"  here  in  public  health?  Am  J 
Pub.  Health.  45:  984-989,  Aug.,  1955.  "■•  "m.  j. 

STATE  SCHOURSHIPS  FOR  MEDICAL  EDUCATION 

.  ^n  ^  u^^i  Legislature  established  ten  scholar^p,  to  be  awarded  an- 
nually by  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  Florida  sludents  who  IspC^^o 
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study  medicine.   Each  scholarship  award  may  be  foras  "^--^l^  ^  ^^'^ 
^r  ye^llid  for  as  many  as  four  years,  or  a  total  of  $4,000. 

Upon  being  awarded  a  scholai^p,*e^^^nt^Jj^^n^a^^^^^^ 

stating  that,  after  he  has  graduated  ^r'^.^'f'fT^^TiWt  years  m  one 

his  intermhip  he  wiU  P^"^^  .'"<=^;";^°'J^"2^^  S.e^\  need  for 
of  Florida's  smaller  communities  or  ^^^^^.^^^-^  ^^  community 
a  physician.   For  each  year  that  the  f^^eat  practice  m  the 

Association,  is  presently  as  follows : 

Melvin  M.  Simmons,  M.D.,  Chairman 

T.  Z.  Cason,  M.D. 
John  Milton,  M.D. 
James  T.  Cook,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Homer  L.  Pearson,  Jr.,  M.D.  ,  ^.x  j-  •       tt   r^f  F 

George  T.  Harrell,  M.D.,  Dean,  School  of  MedxmeU  of  ^ 
Homer  F.  Mar.h,  Ph.D.,  Dean,  School  of  Medicme,  U.  of  Miami 
-n.e  nr.t  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  g^--,!^^^^^^^^ 
marily  to  study  of  ^he  ^PPJ^^^T,  ^'^^^^  -^^^^^ 

'''Tfo;  details   of   State  Scholarships  for  Dent^^^ducation,  see  elsewhere  in 
this  iol^e   the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Dental  Health.) 

RECIPIENTS  OF  SCHOLARSHIPS  AWARDED  BY 
FLORIDA  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH -1955 

MEDICAL 

Mayo  Wilburn  R.  Jenkins-- --I^^g?^ 

^  Daniel  H.  Miller. Miami  Bea^ 

Samuel  L.  Renfroc iTiL^ 

Oren  R.  Smith,  Jr f-if^^^Jie 

George    S.    Trotter JacksonviUe 


Russel  P.    Blanton --- 

Edwin   H.   Hamilton F^   Myers 

Rufus   J.   Johnston Marianna 

Robert   H."'  Jenkins -^--Monticello 

Daniel  M.  Jacobs -Daytona  Beach 


DENTAL  ^  ^^^ 

Thomas  Henry  Callahan.-.-Jacksonville  Dean^  W.  ^^—"Z^^^^^ 


James  W.  Williams -Chattahc^chee  j-^.  ^^-  ^^-.^^ ^^  ^^,- 

Leonard  R.  Sanderson,  Jr.,  Tallatiassee  i^  .  t   ., ii. 

Ralph  H.  Mandus Miami 


James 

Trrl  D.  'Nc;;;g^aS::::::::...-jaci«onviue 


i. 


^ 


1  '      ! 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH 

(County  Health  Department  Staff  Members) 
M^j't^^^^M^^^^^^^  CWWHcrnando  County 

Martha  Snellen  —  P.  H.  Nurse      Pmellaa  County 

Bessie  O.  Thigpcn  —  P.  H.  Nurse " Bradford  County 

Emma  J.  Broker  —  P.  H    Nurse    -Duval  County 

Robert   C.    Hazelhurst  —  Sanitarian! Broward  County 

James  A.  Doyle  —  Sanitarian  Pmellas  County 

Robert  H.  Browning,  Jr.  —  HeithEdu^it^" w^i^^"  2"*"°^ 

- Madison   County 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

(Psychiatric  Social  Work) 

Ronald  O.  Picken,..;../cha«ah«,che^  JJ"'  l^"""  "iT" Jaduonvillt 

Roy  E.  Swader Jacksonville  ^(-Tiando 

ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  BOARD 

suffered  the  loss  of  one  nf  L  1  k  ^,„.^"""S  the  year  the  Board 
St.  Joe  by  dS^hon  March  2?  ThT'r'^''''"  ^^  ^"^•'^'  ^^^  "^  P°" 
Collins,  M.D.  of  OriLrto  replace  Dr  STh  '''^'t"%1  '^''^A'"  i" 
was  replaced  at  the  end  of  his^er^'  fy  FP  Meyer  DDS  ofs"'  ?P'- 
burg  as  the  dentist  member  of  the  L,r^     c^    '  • '  °^  ^'-  ^^'^"- 

during  the  year  at  whirK T   f  n  ^*^^"  meetmgs  were  held 

g  tne  year  at  which  the  followmg  miportant  business  w^  transacted: 

January  16  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Prodded  for  an  administrative  analyst  to  assist  the    State  Health 

2.  Approved  the  appointment  of  Charles  I   Math«   M  n        j-      . 
tlitg'^^'^  ^'^^-'y  «-«  -  »-  effelf^fp^Arrerui'^^m 

^'    s?il7r  nhrl!!fV"^°""^"°"  ^  ^^'^'""^  concerning  substitutes  for 
silver  nitrate  as  a  preventive  against  ophthalmia  neonatonlm 


4. 
5. 


Discussed  proposed  revisions  of  laws  relating  to  public  health. 


February  8  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Revised  the  rules  and  regulations  of  nursing  homes. 

2.  Revised  the  regulations  for  control  of  psittacosis. 
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3.  Directed  that  a  biU  be  prepared  for  the  better  control  of  rabies. 

4.  Approved  certain  substitutes  for  silver  nitrate  for  the  preventioa 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

5      Discussed  milk  situation  in  Manatee  County  and  directed  th^ 
^-     hSrolficer,  not  do  inspections  of  milk  plants  |?^coun«es  oj^ 

3Sn  their  own  without  the  written  approval  of  the  Sute  Health 

Officer. 

6.    Reiterated  the  Board's  poUcy  that  no  «"?'<?>?«  ^^^P^  ^^JJ^ 
employment    to    supplement   their    salary    without    the    Boards 

approval. 

AprU  3  —  St.  Petersburg 

1.  Approved  the  drafting  of  amendments  to  the  law  on  narcotics. 

2.  Approved  a  bill  on  rabies  control. 

3.  Dbcussed  proposed  sanitarian's  registration  act  and  found  it  not 
objectionable. 

4.  Approved  amendment  to  hospital  Ucensing  law  providing  for  the 
licensure  of  all  hospitak. 

5.  Approved  a  proposal  for  the  consoUdaUon  of  the  laws  relating  to 

mosquito  control. 

6  Discussed  state  auditor's  report  and  directed  tlft  all  funds  col- 
Kbv  county  health  units  be  deposited  through  the  State  Board 
oTi^aS  State  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  county  health 
mut  except  where  good  reasons  show  for  other  arrangements. 

7.  Approved  the  appointment  of  James  O.  Bond,  M.D.  as  epidem- 
iologist. 

8.  Approved  in  principle  the  plamiing  of  a  Bureau  of  Chronic 
Diseases  and  Tuberculosis. 

9.  Authorized  State  Health  Officer  to  employ  out-of-state  consultant 
to  study  field  training  in  Florida. 

10.  Confirmed  the  leaves  of  absence  of  personnel  ^^'fj^^^^^^ 
War  II  whether  such  peraons  received  written  leaves  of  absence 

or  not. 
1 1      At^nroved  the  use  of  Salk  vaccine  for  first  and  second  ^e  child- 
^^'     ^^nTrotddS  f'o^ble  report  received  from  National  InsUtute  of 

Health. 
June  12  —  Jacksonville 

1.     Approved  additional  substitutes  for  sUver  nitrate  for  prevention  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum. 


I    ] 
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2.  Approved  plaii  submitted  by  C.  M.  Sharp,  M.D,  director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Tuberculosis  Control  and  Robert  Davies,  M.D.,  medical 
director  of  the  State  Tuberculosis  Board  for  the  home  ^tment 
ot  tuberculosis  patients. 

3.  Approved  the  appointment  of  an  advisory  committee  on  Salk 
vaccme. 

4.  Directed  that  additional  assistance  be  given  under  the  cancer 
control  program  to  Dade,  Hillsborough  and  Duval  Counties. 

5.  Revised  compensation  plan  for  employees. 

6.  Approved  plans  for  awarding  medical  and  dental  scholarships, 
mcludmg  the  appomtment  of  a  medical  advisory  committee. 

July  17  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Appointed  advisory  committee  on  hospital  services  for  the  indigent 
program.  ^ 

Approv^  the  appointment  of  John  H.  Ackerman,  M.D.,  U.  S. 
Pubhc  Health  Service,  as  director  of  the  Division  of  Venereal 
Disease  Control. 

^n^^VM^"^?  ^^.^^^^^^  H^^^th  in  the  Bureau  of  Maternal 
R.1k  w    vJ^      and  created  a  Bureau  of  Mental  Health  with 

mngroth,  Ph.D.  as  assistant  director. 

August  20  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Adopted  a  statement  of  policy  on  immunizations  by  county  health 
department  personnel.  /  7         " 

2.  Approved  die  strengthening  of  the  diabetes  control  program. 

3.  Adopted  policy  on  property  accountability  and  inventory  control. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


Authorized  the  State  Health  Officer  to  proceed  with  the  purchase 
ot  property  adjacent  to  present  property  in  Jacksonville. 

Conducted  a  public  hearing  on  the  fluoridation  of  public  water 

October  30  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Approved  a  statement  reviewing  the  hearing  held  on  August  20 
and  affirming  its  previous  policy  on  the  fluoridation  of  public 
water  supphes.  ^»^^^y^ 

2.  Reaffirmed  its  long  standing  policy  favoring  sewage  disposal 
systems  in  built-up  areas  instead  of  septic  tanks.  ^  ^  ^ 
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3     Revised  regulations  relating  to  drive-in  restaurants. 

Board. 
5     Discussed  the  Ucensure  of  nursing  homes  and  directed  Aat  «ub- 

hospitalization  program. 


« 


I. 


/  ( 
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2.  Approved  pla^  submitted  by  C.  M.  Sharp,  M.D,  director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Tuberculosis  Control  and  Robert  Davies,  M.D,  medical 
director  of  the  State  Tuberculosis  Board  for  the  home  treatment 
ot  tuberculosis  patients. 

3.  Approved  the  appointment  of  an  advisory  committee  on  Salk 
vaccme, 

4.  Directed  that  additional  assistance  be  given  under  the  cancer 
control  program  to  Dade,  Hillsborough  and  Duval  Counties. 

5.  Revised  compensation  plan  for  employees. 

6.  Approved   plans  for  awarding  medical   and   dental  scholarships, 
includmg  the  appomtment  of  a  medical  advisory  committee. 

July  17  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Appointed  advisory  committee  on  hospital  services  for  the  indigent 
program.  ^ 

2.  Approv^  the  appointment  of  John  H.  Ackennan,  M.D.,  U.  S. 
PubLc  Health  Service,  as  director  of  the  Division  of  Venereal 
JJisease  Control. 

3.  Abohshed  Divi^^^  of  Mental  Health  in  the  Bureau  of  Maternal 
rIIk  w  x^"^  and  created  a  Bureau  of  Mental  Health  with 
Ralph  W.  McComas,  M.D.  as  acting  director  and  Paul  W.  Pen- 
ningroth,  Ph.D.  as  assistant  director. 

August  20  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Adopted  a  statement  of  policy  on  immunizations  by  county  health 
department  personnel.  ^ 

2.  Approved  the  strengthening  of  the  diabetes  control  program. 

3.  Adopted  poHcy  on  property  accountability  and  inventory  control. 

4.  Authorized  the  Sute  Health  Officer  to  proceed  with  the  purchase 
ot  property  adjacent  to  present  property  in  Jacksonville. 

^'     ^°"  h"«  ^"^  ^  ^"^^'''  ^^^™^  ""^  ^^  fluoridation  of  public  water 

October  30  —  Jacksonville 

1.  Approved  a  statement  reviewing  the  hearing  held  on  August  20 
and  affirming  its  previous  policy  on  the  fluoridation  of  public 
water  supplies.  ^ 

^*  !!ff ^"™^  u  '^  ^"^  '^^'''^"^  P^^^^y  ^^^o'^g  sewage  disposal 
systems  m  built-up  areas  instead  of  septic  tanks.  "^  ^  ^ 


3. 
4. 


5. 


6. 
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Revised  regulations  relating  to  drive-in  restaurants. 
Board. 

S=  »X  "SS  ,r„TS£«^.SCnw. 

hospitalization  program. 
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BUREAU  OF  FINANCE  AND  ACCOUNTS 

FRED  B.  RAGUND,  B.S.,  Director 

In  ca'Tymg  out  the  business  management  responsibilities  of  the  agency 
dunng  1955,  the  Bureau  of  Finance  and  Accounts  assisted  in  the  planning 
of  certam  new  programs  and  planning  for  increased  emphasis  of  some 
of  the  established  programs.   The  1955  Legislature  passed  various  legisla- 
tion assignmg  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  several  new  programs    In  the 
General  Appropriations  Act  of  1955,  additional  appropriations  were  pro- 
vided for  the  general  program,  funds  for  Mental  Health  were  more  than 
doubled,  funds  for  cancer  control  were  considerably  increased,  funds  for 
the  consolidated  mosquito  control  program  were  approximately  the  same 
as  for  the  previous  year  and  additional  funds  were  provided  for  County 
Health  Departments.    Also  the  Legislature  through  separate  Acts  pro- 
vided funds  for  men. al  health  training  and  research,  medical  scholarships, 
dental  scholarships,  indigent  hospital  care  and  Salk  polio  vaccine    The 
graeral  programs  will  be  strengthened  in  the  fields  of  public  health 
laboratories,  sanitary  engineering,  vital  statistics,  narcotics  enforcement, 
preventable  and  chronic  diseases,  nutrition  and  diabetes  control    tuber- 
culosis case-fmding,  and  public  health  education  and  information! 

One  of  the  most  significant  steps  forward  is  the  new  program  for 
hospitalization  for  the  indigent  which  will  actually  be  ^plemented 
January  1  1956.  However,  during  1955  considerable  planning  was 
necessary  by  an  advisory  committee  (authorized  by  the  law)  and  various 
staff  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  A  large  part  of  the  planning 
had  to  do  with  the  financial  part  of  the  program  which  provides  for 
state  fmancial  assistance  to  counties  for  hospital  care  for  the  acutely  ill 
or  injured  In  the  years  ahead,  much  will  be  heard  about  this  program 
'  robkm  ^^^^^  ^'°''''  "^'^^  ^^  counties  in  meeting  this  major  health 

I 
The  arthropod  control  laws  were  amended  combining  several  old  sec- 
tions of  the  Statute  mto  one  chapter  and  providing  for  one  state  ap- 
propriation for  mosquito  control  to  include  both  the  permanent  type 
ehmmative  measures  such  as  drainage,  diking  and  filling,  and  also  the 
temporary  relief  through  the  spraying  of  chemicals. 

In  May  1955,  the  Entomological  Research  Center  Building  was  com- 
pleted and  ^cupied  at  Vero  Beach.  To  build  and  equip  this  Center  cost 
approximately  $250,000  and  it  is  significant  that  it  is  the  only  facility 
m  the  country  to  devote  extensive  time  and  effort  in  determining  newer 
and  better  ways  of  eliminating  arthropods  as  a  public  health  and  nuisance 
problem.  Also  dunng  the  year,  the  relatively  new  addition  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  Jacksonville  facilities  was  air-conditioned.    This  now 
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Divides  the  most  modem  space  and  facilities  for  the  central  pubUc 

Ktlloratory  and  other  functions  such  as  tuberculosis  control,  dental 

health,  public  health  nursing,  and  field  advisory  statt. 

The'  1955  Appropriations  Act  also  provided  for  certain  capital  outlay 

for  buidkigs    l^ds  and  improvements.    During  the  year,  considerable 
Sie  anHTort  was  devoted  to  arranging  for  the  purchase  of  additional 

\Td  fn  Tack^nviUe  which  will  give  the  State  Board  of  Health  the  entire 

Kk^/un"^  Pearl,  fecond  -d  Julia  Streets    It  .^^cted 

,h,t  thR  Durchase  will  actual  y  be  completed  early  in  1956    Also  in  tne 

Sanntg  st^rduring  the  year' was  the  Dade  County  Health.  Center  and 
LaSry  which  will  be  built  in  Miami  with  the  combmation  of  local, 
^awand  Federal  funds.  Other  capital  outlay  projects  Pven.some  con- 
s  deration  during  the  year  which  will  -<^"ve  ^eater  ^en  ion  ^  J^^^^ 
vear  include  the  planning  for  an  administration  building  in  Jacksonville 
IS  p^ase  of  land  adjicent  to  the  Regional  Laboratory  in  Ta^Pa  and 
[he  e^ntual  construction  of  a  health  center  and  regional  Laboratory  m 
Orlando. 

One  new  responsibility  worthy  of  note  here  was  the  transfer  of  the 
euard  service  frL  the  Bureau  of  Narcotics  to  the  Bureau  of  Finance  and 
Accounts   This  took  place  during  August  1955  and  this  se^ice  was  as- 
£ed  as  the  responsMity  of  the  Building  and  Grounds  Section    Also 
dS  the  year  a  new  position  was  added,  that  of  Interna  Auditor  The 
J^sZn  wal  actually  filkd  late  in  the  year  and  the  pe|-n  -  th.  PO^^t'O'^ 
wnerally  speaking  will  be  expected  to  be  concerned  with  fund  collect  ons 
Serty  a^cl  inventory,  accounting  and  penonnel  consultation  -^"^"^^^ 
health  departments,  periodical  internal  audits  of  ^'1  f«^^"d  license  ac 
counts  collected  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  as  authorized  by  Statute, 
r^ddition   there'^wiU  be  various  special  assigmnents  from  time  to  tmie. 

FISCAL  SEaiON 

The  financial  transactions  of  the  State  W  ^^  "^/^Xt'aS 
year  ended  June  30,  1955  as  reflected  by  the  records  of  the  Bureau  are 
presented  in  a  condensed  form  in  Tables  2,  3,  and  4  and  m  Figure  1. 

A  detaUed  financial  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30  1955  has 
been  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  Governor  members  of  the  State 
B^ard^f  Health,  and  all  bureaus,  divisions  and  county  health  umts  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  funds  received  (or  appropriated)  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1955,  were  from  the  following  major  «>"rc«: 

State  Appropriations  and  Funds $5,178,034.99        00.3 /o 

From  Local  Agencies  for  County  Health  2,870,987.05        32.4% 

Fn^m  td^'G^^^""'"- ^44,643.05  8.3% 

From   Private  Contributions ^0,752.20  l.V /o 

-PQJ^ $8,884,417.29         100% 


i: 
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Objectively,  the  operating  and  capital  expendures  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  for: 


Personal  Services  (Salaries  and  Professional 

Fees)   , $4,716,501.33 

Contractual  Services  (Repairs,  Utilities,  | 

Travel  Expense,  Cancer  Program-Fees 

and  Hospitalization)   984,976.75 

Commodities  (Office,  Medical,  Laboratory, 

Mosquito  Control,  Educational)  574,019.20 

Current  Charges  (Rents,  Insurance,  Merit 

System  Costs,  Registrar  Fees)  131,759.08 

Capital  Outlays  (Equipment  and  Fixed 

Assets)  535,497.02 

Grants  to  Counties  and  Mosquito  Control 

Districts,  Chapter  389.21,  Fla.  Statutes $1,180,182.00 


TOTAL   $8,122,935.38 


58.1% 

12.1% 

7.1% 

1.6% 

6.6% 

14.5% 

100% 


In  addition  to  funds  reported  in  the  annual  financial  report  and  sum- 
marized above,  certain  other  funds  and  services  were  made  available  by 
the  Public  Health  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare  to  activities  of  the  Board  but  were  not  paid  directly  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  They  include : 

Value  of  Public  Health  Service  personnel  on  loan  to 

the  Board  in  Preventable  Disease  Program $68,937.00 

Fiscal  operation  followed  a  budget  plan  of  112  departmental  budgets. 
These  budgets  were  occasionally  revised  to  meet  changing  situations. 
The  majority  of  the  revisions  involved  county  health  unit  budgets  pri- 
marily because  the  fiscal  year  of  the  County  differs  from  fiscal  year  of 
the  State.  At  the  time  county  health  unit  budgets  were  initially  prepared, 
it  was  not  known  exactly  what  local  funds  would  be  available  in  each 
instance.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  revise  a  number  of  the  County 
Health  Unit  budgets  during  the  year  after  the  availability  of  funds  from 
County  sources  was  determined. 
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PERSONNEL  OFFICE 


PAUL  T.  BAKER 


Dunne  the  calendar  year  1955  procurement  of  P«s°n"el  P^ceded 
in  aTi^  Lisfactory  manner.  Most  vacancies  were  filled  promptly  ^d 
difficX  wi  experienced  only  in  a  few  classifications  where  suitable  ap- 
JSslere  in  unusually  short  supply.  This  ^o-^gt,-^  ^ ^  P^3"g 
in  sanitary  engineers,  dentists  and  stenographers.  The  generous  btate 
Retl^m^  P"r  contributed  considerably  to  the  successul  recruitmg 
program  and  to  retention  of  personnel  after  employment. 

After  making  a  comprehensive  study,  broad  in  scope  and  detailed  in 
nature   o^Ae  turnover  rate  of  past  years,  and  of  existing  compensa  on 

Jfarn^f Ither  state  agencies  and  in  private  «f^'T'-«>^  ^XTnUa 
plan  of  this  agency  was  revised  upward  on  July  1  and  now  represents  a 
more  realistic  approach  to  adequate  compensation. 

Fortunately  the  sub-tropical  climate  and  other  advantages  of^is  state 
are  aVtracting  large  numbers  of  new  residenu  and  our  recruiting  proln 
terns  are  c^iderably  less  difficult  than  is  the  case  in  many  neighbonng 
States. 

The  year  1955  was  marked  by  steady  progress  in  the  field  of  personnel 
admh^is'^  ation.  In  conformity  with  established  policy,  «>ntimied  ste^ 
were  taken  to  strengthen  the  Merit  System  structure  in  ^e  State  Board 
of  Health.  Diligent  attention  was  given  to  msure  that  all  ^PP?™"'^ 
and  separations  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  rules  adopted  by 
the  Board. 

Leave  records  were  developed  and  maintained  and  service  ratings  for 
all  employees  were  obtained  and  recorded. 

Records  of  in-service  and  postgraduate  training  of  ^'^Vl^^rJ^Z 
maintained  and  the  application  of  regulations  govermng  such  train  ng 
w^^sured.  All  employees  at  the  main  office  were  encouraged  by  the 
Personnel  Supei^isor  to  discuss  their  employment  probleins  if  ^y,  with 
him.  At  the  times  prescribed  for  consideration  by  the  State  Board  ot 
Health  of  salary  increases,  full  information  concemmg  each  ^mployee 
was  made  available  to  the  Board  in  order  that  all  employees  might  be 
treated  fairly  and  equitably. 

The  payrolls  of  all  employees  were  prepared  in  the  Per«)nnel  Offke 
and  fomarded  to  the  State  Comptro  ler  where  salary  warrants  were 
drawn.  Upon  receipt  of  the  warrants  from  the  Comptroller,  they  were 
distributed  promptly. 

All  matters  pertaining  to  the  Retirement  Plan  were  handled  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 
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Prompt  action  was  taken  after  each  scheduled  Merit  System  examina- 
tion to  regularize  the  Merit  System  status  of  each  provisional  employee. 
Employees  were  notified  without  delay  uf>on  attainment  of  permanent 

status. 

I 
Salary  increases  were  given  to  most  of  the  personnel  during  the  year. 
These  increases  were  predicated  on  the  basis  of  merit.    Working  condi- 
tions were  generally  satisfactory  and  employee  moral  continued  to  be  high. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  sixty-six  (66)  of  the  State's  sixty-seven  (67) 
counties  had  organized  County  Health  Departments  which  were  operat- 
ing under  the  Merit  System. 

On  December  31,  1955  there  were  1,478  State  employees  (including 
those  in  county  health  departments),  and  14  Federal  employees  on  loan 
to  this  agency.  On  December  31,  1954  there  were  1,382  state  employees 
and  13  Federal  employees. 

During  the  year  there  were  461  employments  and  365  separations  in- 
cluding part  time  personnel.  The  principal  reasons  for  separations  in- 
clude marriage,  pregnacy,  transfer  of  husbands  from  area,  completion 
of  projects  for  which  employed  and  acceptance  of  more  profitable  em- 
ployment elsewhere. 

A  tabulation  of  new  employments,  separations  and  turnover  rates 
according  to  classification  is  shown  in  the  table  below: 

TABLE   1 

NEW  EMPLOYMENTS,  SEPARATIONS,  AND 
TURNOVER  RATES,  BY  CLASSIFICATION 

New 
Classification  Employments 

Total ^ 461 

Health  Officers 13 

Sanitary  Engineers 5 

Sanitarians  47 

PH  Nurses 97 

Clerical 121 

Others 178  i-r-r  ^c.^^ 

•Turnover  rate — separations  divided  by  average  number  of  employees. 

On  December  31,  1955  the  Merit  System  status  of  State  Board  of 
Health  personnel  was  as  follows :  | 

Permanent  and  Probational 1178 

Provisional    41 

Temporary   _ 3 

Emergency   3 

Exempt  and  Part-time  253 


Turnover 

Separations 

Rate* 

365 

25.52% 

8 

12.90% 

6 

24.00% 

34 

17.44% 

70 

16.67% 

103 

30.00% 

144 

32.29% 
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'ranges  for  117  classifications  were  revised. 

health  nurses  and  1  sanitarian. 

Tables  7  and  8  show  the  terminations  and  turnover  rates  for  full-time 
employees  by  salary  brackets. 

Generally  speaking  the  greatest  turnover  is  to  be  found  in  the  lower 
«]2;S:&  of  L  va^ous  groupings  which  would  '-^^^^^ 
^^- J      ^:^«  rr.;rrVit  wpll  hc  OTvcn  to  a  re-evaluation  of  the  compensauon 

be  taken. 


PURCHASING  AND  PROPERTY 


TOTAL 1478 


G.  WILSON  BALTZEU,  Purchasing  Agenl 

During  1955  the  Purchasing  Agent  recdved  2^0  ^^f '^^^^ 
equipment  and  supplies  from  various  departments  and  3556  purchase 
orders  were  issued  totalling  $723,680.71. 

There  were  356  more  rcquistions  received  in  1955  than  in  1954  but 
312   l4  purchase   orders  were  i^ued.   This  "iductionm  number  o 
purchase  orders  was  due  to  several  causes,  one  being  that  bills  for  auto 
mobile  reoairs  were  processed  to  the  Fiscal  Section  without  purdiase 
T^n    S^^Se  repi^ented  services  rendered  rather  than  commodities 
pS^ed.  Jacket  i?les  were  set  up  for  each  fl^t  unit  so  d.at  at  a.y  tim 
it  could  be  determined  what  repairs  had  b^n  made  and  ^^°^^f 
ceeded  normal   upkeep.   Also,  i^ontWy  purchase  order  numl^rsw^^ 
assigned  to  certain  vendors  at  the  beginmng  of  each  ""O"*/";?^^ 
of  small  miscellaneous  items,  thereby  reducing  the  numbe    of  p^dm^ 
orders  issued   to  respective  vendors  durmg  the  course  of  the  month. 

An  unusually  heavy  load  was  added  to  the  purchasing  department 
wWk  Tu^Ting  the  new  Entomological  Research  Center  at  Vero  Beach 
S^TrSions  were  received,  requiring  much  newspaper  advertismg 
^^del^spread  invitations  to  bid.  Purchase  orders  totalling  b^ge^^ 
of  money  were  issued,  covering  many  items  on  ^^^^  P^^^^^^f^  °'^'j 
resulting  in  fewer  purchase  orders  but  greater  amounts  m  dollars  and 

cents. 

Immediately  after  the  1955  Legislature  had  ^PP^f'^'^J  P^^'^Z 
for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  poho  vaccme,  bids  wf ^^  'f'^^d  ^"^ 
manufacturers.  No  purchase  was  made,  however,  since  the  Federal  Poho 
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Assistance  Act  of  1955  was  passed  in  August  1955  and  vaccine  to  Florida 
was  furnished  by  the  Public  Health  Service.  The  state  appropriation 
remains  intact,  but  may  have  to  be  used  at  some  later  date. 

Fire  insurance  on  buildings  and  contents  is  carried  in  the  State  Fire 
Insurance  Fund  supervised  by  the  State  Fire  Insurance  Commissioner, 
but  the  State  Board  of  Health  carries  automobile  insurance  on  its  fleet 
of  passenger  cars,  trucks,  trailers,  etc.  This  includes  Public  Liability, 
Property  Damage,  Fire,  Theft,  and  Comprehensive.  During  the  year 
our  insurance  company  was  called  up)on  to  pay  only  two  liability  claims 
amounting  to  $28.01  — an  all  time  low  record.  One  fire  loss  on  a  truck 
was  settled  for  $671.62;  one  theft  claim  for  $22.36,  and  one  comprehen- 
sive (broken  oval  windshield  on  a  trailer)  for  $61.00. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  acts  as  self-insurer  for  collision  coverage, 
and  in  1955  damages  to  our  cars  which  we  assumed,  amounted  to 
$811.68.  This  was  more  than  last  year,  but  still  much  less  than  it  would 
cost  to  carry  collision  coverage.  Damages  to  our  cars  caused  by  others 
amounted  to  $1,042.80,  but  these  were  all  settled  by  individuals  causing 
the  damage  or  by  their  insurance  companies. 

Property  records  are  being  currently  maintained  up  to  date.  The  system 
of  memorandum  receipts  installed  in  1954  has  contributed  adequately  to 
accomplish  this  result.  Annual  inventories  are  forwarded  to  the  State 
Fire  Insurance  Commissioner  as  required.  A  property  control  system 
was  authorized  by  the  Board  and  put  in  effect  and  a  Survey  Board 
set  up,  so  that  now  obsolete  and  non-serviceable  property  can  be  disposed 
of  under  definite  procedure. 

During  the  year  a  1950  Ford  sedan  was  seized  under  violation  of  the 
Uniform  Narcotic  Drug  Law,  and  according  to  provisions  of  the  law,  sold 
at  public  auction  for  $305.00,  it  being  determined  that  it  would  be 
too  costly  to  repair  the  vehicle  to  make  it  serviceable  as  a  part  of  our 
fleet. 

BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  | 

The  Superintendent  has  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  and  operating 
all  buildings  and  the  upkeep  of  the  grounds.  Maintenance  personnel  have 
carried  out  their  duties  efficiently  particularly  in  light  of  the  growth  of 
the  agency  and  the  increased  number  of  work  orders  referred  to  the 
department.  The  maintenance  section  has  continued  to  supervise  the 
upkeep  of  automobiles  and  trucks  in  the  Jacksonville  area.  During  the 
year,  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  was  moved  from  the  Administration 
Building  of  the  St.  Johns  Shipyard  to  the  Oetjen  Building,  1023  Liberty 
Street,  which  location  is  more  convenient  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
headquarters. 

It  has  been  mentioned  previously  that  the  guard  service  was  transferred 
to  the  Buildings  and  Grounds  Section.  A  five  member  janitor  service 
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is  supervised  by  the  guard  on  duty. 

DUPUCATING 

The  DunUcating  Department,  located  in  the  basement  of  the  Julia 
equipment  assigned  to  it. 

^  TABLE  2 

SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  AND  BALANCES 
FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1955 

RECEIPTS 
FROM  STATE  FUNDS 

From  Sute  Appropriations:  |    718,554.00 

Salaries  "'Z]!Z*-".'.'.Z'. 612,730.59 

EmeTge"cyFu7d  — Sta"te  Board  of  He'aith—  75,000.00 

Cancer  Administration  —"---;---- ^""""^'"I'HriiiT^Jtai  25  000.00 

Emergency  Fund  -  Grant  to  Tallahassee  Memonal  HospitaL.      ^^g  ^^^  ^q 

Purchase  of  Salk  PoUo  Vaccine  75,000.00 

Sutc  Mental  Health 25,000.00 

Licensing  of  Nursing  Homes  350,028.50 

County  Mosquito  Control  ..-.-.---.--"--- 

Mosquito  Control  Under  Chapter  38^.^1,  250,000.00 

Florida   Statutes   1?53 V*"i^u""*;rJ*"^'ftQ"9V 

State  Matching  Mosquito  Control,  Chapter  JBy.^i,  ^  250,000.00 

Florida   Statutes    1953   1*100,000.00 

County  Health  Units  ---- *     9,800.00 

Franklin  County  Marine  Laboratory  

Other:  ^  i  -  780.00 

Medical   Laboratory   Control 80,985.90 

State  Board  of  Health  Trust  Fund  54,911.00 

Bedding   Inspection  Admimstration   245.00 

Advisory  Hospital  Council  ; 

TOTAL  STATE   FUNDS   - |y78£34J9 

FROM  FEDERAL  GRANT-IN-AID 

PubUc  Health  Service:  «    217,752.00 

General  Health  65,276.71 

Venereal  Disease  80,545.00 

Tuberculosis  Control   25,723.80 

Heart  Disease    47,1 63.00 

Cancer  Control  45,217.00 

Mental  Health  ---;- _                 2.80 

Prevention  and  Control  Center  

Children's  Bureau:  262,962.74 

Maternal  and  Child  Health  

TOTAL  FEDERAL  GRANT-IN-AID  .$    744,643.05 
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FROM  PRIVATE  CONTRIBUTIONS 
Grants    and    Donations 


$        90,752.20 

TOTAL   PRIVATE   CONTRIBUTIONS   $       9Q,752.2j 

FROM  LOCAL  AGENCIES  FOR  COUNTY  HEALTH  UNITS  $  2,870,987.05 
^      ,    ,,       •  ,  $  8,884,417.29 

Total  Receipts  and   Balances  $10,541,857.27 


DISBURSEMENTS 


OPERATING  EXPENSE 


Personal  Services: 

Salaries  : 

Professional  Fees  and  Consultant  Services  

Contractual  Services:  ^  ,  t    j  • 

Travel  Expenses,  including  subsistence  and  Lodging  

Communication  and  Transportation  of  Things 

Utilities  

Repairs  and  Maintenance  ; — -• 

General  Printing  and  Reproduction  Services  

Subsistence,  Care  and  Support  of  Persons  

Other    Contractual    Services    

Commodities:  -i     t»     j 

Bedding,  Clothing,  Linens  and  Other  Texule  Products  ..... 

Building  and  Construction  Materials  and  Supplies  

Coal,  Fuel  Oil  and  Other  Heating  Supplies  - 

Educational,  Medical,  Scientific  and  Agricultural 

Materials  and  Supplies  ...-..—. 

Maintenance  Materials  and  Supplies  (Jam tonal,  etc.)   — 

Motor  Fuels  and  Lubricants  

Office  Materials  and  Supplies  

Other  Materials  and  Supplies 

Current  Charges: 

Insurance  and  Surety  Bonds  

Rental  of  Buildings  and  Equipment  

Other   Current  Charges  and   Obligations  

Merit  System  


4,640,473.57 
76,027.76 

519,557.08 
118,173.33 
31,852.28 
34,837.31 
25,541.35 
214,754.91 
40,260.49 

1,068.39 

6,633.36 

11,167.02 

396,451.97 

29,567.18 

41,879.11 

80,773.37 

6,478.80 

28,964.85 
47,269.59 
38,165.74 
17,358.90 


Total  Operating  Expenses  $  6,407,256.36 


CAPITAL  EXPENSE 

Books  •-" ......— ................... 

Buildings  and  Fixed  Equipment  

Educational,  Medical,   Scientific   and 

Agricultural  Equipment  

Motor  Vehicles  —  Passenger  

Motor  Vehicles  —  Other  

Office  Furniture  and  Equipment  

Other  Capital  Outlay  


.$  2,390.50 

346,142.10 

81,445.64 
27,044.54 
29,190.41 
45,388.95 
3,894.88 


Total  Capital  Expenses  

TOTAL  OPERATING  AND  CAPITAL  EXPENSES 

Grants   to  Counties   and  Mosquito  Control  Districts, 

Chapter   389.21,   Florida  Statutes    1953   - - 


.$      535,497.02 
.$  6,942,753.38 

.$  1,180,182.00 


Total  Program  Expenses 


.$  8,122,935.38 
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NON-OPERATING  DISBURSEMENTS 

To  close  out  Rapid  Treatment  Center  tojenereal  ^  2,977.06 

Emer^enS^  Fu^d  -  StaVe^K^ro^^^^  Grant    ^ 

to  Tilahassee  Memorial  Hospital  ..  -^..-- 

Refund  of  Registration  f ces  -  ComptroUer  s 


TO  ^^"^^"^^'^i^'^^^^?^  


30.45 
2,000.00 


L°ddSF  InsWc^n  Administration  -  Refund  for  ^^^ 

To  c^-^'ut  mU«:6^nty"Re^oivi^^^  ^^.OOO.OO 


Refund  of  local  Contributions 

Total  Non-Operating  Disbursements. 


.$      143,616.51 


$  8,266,551.89 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS  IZZZZ^Zl-     2,275,305.38 

Balances  June  30,  1955  . -— - 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS  AND  BALANCES  $W^541J57^ 

TABLE  3 

SCHEDULE  OF  EXPENSES 

BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  PROGRAM  ACTIVITY 

He^tH  service,  to  .others.  ^r^fSS^t^f'^^^^^  '•'''''''' 
''"'J:^^:^.Sv^'?:^^^  P-en.ion  and  Con-        ^^^_^^^  ^ 

Uo^lf^'^SS^^^irX^c^;^^-^^-^^^^^     ,,,e..016.39 

Statewt:"sTnTarv7n,=^^^^  '''^''f' 

Statewide    Tuberculosis    Control,    X-Kay    survey    au  645,220.00 

work     221,440.81 

Statewide  Cancer  Control  Program  ;;  232,270.00 


87,222.12 


=ldf NiU^f  D^ug-;  MeaS-practice  Law  Enforcement  ....  »'^,^^^^^-- 

Heart  Disease   Program  20,174.49 

Industrial  Hygiene  Program  --: ----"•■■ 365,659.36 

Building  Construction,  and  Equipping  Same  1,333,942.30 

Other  Health  Programs  and  Administration  _J 

$  8,122,935.38 


Total  Expenses 


SCHEDULE  OF  EXPENSES  BY  FUNCTIONAL  AaiVITY^^^     ^^^ 

Administration  and  Miscellaneous  Training  '^      177,918.04 

tatistics    56,676.85 

Information    7'Z'"'""''" 65,874.82 


General 

Vital    Statistics 

Health 

Narcotic   Enforcement   ' 

Sanitary  Engineering - •""-;-: 

Entomology  and  Mosquito  Control  ----- 

Laboratories  

Tuberculosis   Control --•-; ;i;"C^';:;i";':VN 

Preventable   Diseases    (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Chronic  Diseases 


203,929.91 
1,669,993.94 
426,945.94 
108,402.33 
163,376.83 
316,508.90 


^,,, 119,588.24 

Maternal  and  Child  Health 120,967.47 

Local  Health  Service  - -" .— : ■"""" 365,659.36 

Building  Construction,  and  Equipping  Same  3,922,399.97 

County    Health    Units   


Total  Expenses 


.$  8,122,935.38 
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SUAAAURY  OF  TOTAL  EXPENSES  BY  MAJOR  FUNaiONAL  LEVELS 

State  Level  —  Organization  Units 

State  Funds $  1,454,807.67 

Federal   Funds   427,029.06 

Private    Funds    56,860.22 


State  Level  —  Special  Services 

State   Funds   

Federal   Funds  

Private    Funds    


.$  2,119,777.91 

122,441.87 

19,618.68 


$  1,938,696.95 


♦County  Health  Units 

State   Funds   $  1,122,872.52 

Federal   Funds   196,359.10 

Local    Funds    2,603,168.35 


$  2,261,838.46 


$  3,922,399.97 


GRAND  TOTAL  $  8,122,935.38 

♦  Total  County  Health  Units  expeditures  $3,922,399.97  represents  per  capita 
expenditures  of  $1.15  (39c  State  and  Federal  Funds  and  76c  Local  Funds)  based 
on  population  served  by  County  Health  Units  of  3,416,697  (1955  Est.  Census). 
For  comparison  with  previous  years,  see  1954  Annual  Report,  Table  3,  Page  16; 
1953  Annual  Report,  Table  3,  Page  15;  1952  Annual  Report,  Table  2.  Page  16: 
1951  Annual  Report,  Table  2,  Page  24. 
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TABLE  6 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PERSONNEL  IN  COUNTY  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENTS— DECEMBER  31,   1955 
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COUNTIES 


Alachua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard ■ 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrus 

Clay 

Collier 

Columbia 

Dade 

De  Soto 

Dixie 

Duval 

Escambia 

Hagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gilchrist 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamilton 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando.  .  .  . 
Highlands .  .  .  . 
Hillsborough . 

Holmes 

Indian  River. 

Jackson 

JefiFerson .... 

Lafayette 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee.  .  .  . 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa .  .  .  . 
Okeechobee.. 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach. 

Pasco 

Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam 

Santa  Rosa . 

Sarasota 

Seminole 

St.  Lucie ... 

Sumter 

Suwannee. . . 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

Wakulla.... 

Walton 

Washington . 


Total. 


PH 


9 


5 


1* 
1 


2*t 
1* 

1* 

7t 


1 
2 

1* 
1* 


1* 
6 


1* 
1* 

1 

1* 

1 


1 
1 

1 

1* 

1* 


1 
1* 

4 
1 
2*t 

1 
1 
1* 

1* 


8 

1 

4 

8t 

8 

16t 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 
76 

1 

1 

lit 
10 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
40 
2 


53 


3 

4 

1 

1 

6 

4 

7 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

3 

4 

1 

13 

2 

17 

2 
29t 
11 

3 

2 

6 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 
12 

1 

2 

2 


364 


e 
H 

n 

o 


s 

o« 

•c 

o 


•3 

s 

0 
0)  ct 

Q.2« 


2 

1 
3 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
38 
1 

5 
6 
1 
1 
2 


1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
16 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
3 
1 


2t 

2 

2 

2t 

3 

1 

2 


8 
1 

17t 
8 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 

1 
1 


189 


S 

o 

8 

JS 

1 


s 

00 

'S 

c 


a 
u 

•5 
5 

GO 


3 


c« 


o(  u 

p 

So 


1 

y-v 

>t 

1 

0 
0. 

s 

is 

i 

1 

J3 

et 

? 

0 

&< 

(X 

3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
31 
1 
1 
6 
7 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
26 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 
1 

2 
1 

2 
1 
8 
1 

11 
1 

18 
8 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


2 
1 


15 


23 
1 


3 
1 


S 

o 


4 

4 

3 
2 


203 


40 


♦Serves  two  or  more  counties— See  Roster  of  County.Health  Officers. 
tOne  on  Academic  Leave. 


1 
14 


3 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
10 


73 


3 
2 

2 

1 

10 
1 


1 

4 

1 
1 


99 


20 
8 
18 
6 
12 
39 
3 
8 
5 
6 
4 
6 
178 
4 
2 
36 
86 
8 
5 
11 
2 
1 
4 
4 
5 
3 
2 
7 
187 
5 
5 
10 
5 
3 
14 
11 
22 
5 
2 
6 
14 
12 
5 
15 
7 
10 
2 
43 
4 
50 
5 
84 
36 
7 
6 
13 
6 
10 
4 
6 
4 
3 
36 
2 
6 
5 


1041 
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TABLE  7 

TERMINATIONS  AND  TURNOVER  RATES  BY  CLASSIFICATION  FOR  THE 
FLORIDA  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND  COUNTY  HEALTH  UNITS, 
CALENDAR   YEARS    1953   AND    1954    (FUU-TIME    EMPLOYEES    ONLY) 


Total 

SALARY 

CLASSIFICATION 

Un- 
der 
150 

150- 
199 

200- 
249 

250- 
299 

300- 
899 

400- 
499 

600- 
599 

600- 
699 

700- 
799 

800 

+  ■ 

TERMINATIONS— 1953-1954 


Total — All  Employes 

Phyncians 

Sanitary  Engmeers 

Sanitanana 

Public  Health  Nuraea 

Prof.  Laboratory  Workers . 
Clerical,  Admin.  &  Fiscal. 
All  Others 


621 

80 

8 

48 

187 

22 

196 

185 


80 


80 


287 


10 
150 

77 


170 


15 
87 
2 
41 
25 


98 


19 

40 

6 

2 

26 


88 

5 
6 
8 
3 
2 
14 


18 

2 

1 
2 
1 


11 

4 
1 
2 


19 
16 


1 
2 


7 
7 


TURNOVER  RATE— (ANNUAL  PERCENTAGE) 


Total — All  Employe 

Phywcians 

Sanitary  Engineers 

Sanitarians 

Public  Health  Nurses 

Prof.  Laboratory  Workers. 
Clerical,  Admin.  &,  Fiscal. . 
All  Others 


24.8 
25.4 
16.0 
12.1 
20.9 
16.1 
29.8 
35.0 


24.4 


24.6 


50.2 


45.5 

47.8 
57.0 


24.6 


27.8 
82.1 
6.7 
16.5 
29.1 


15.9 


11.6 
15.0 
20.7 
3.6 
88.2 


11.0 

27.8 

5.2 

7.8 

8.8 

11.8 

23.8 


12.3 

15.4 
4.5 

15.4 
5.9 

22.6 


22.9 

100.0 

7.1 


22.2 


31.7 
35.6 


16.7 
33.3 


18.9 
20.0 


8.3 
9.1 


TABLE  8 

TERMINATIONS  AND  TURNOVER  RATES  BY  CLASSIFICATION  FOR  THE 

HORIDA   STATE   BOARD    OF    HEALTH    AND    COUNTY   HEALTH    UNITS, 

CALENDAR  YEAR  1955    (FULUTIME  EMPLOYEES  ONLY) 


CLASSIFICATION 


Total 


SALARY 


Un- 
der 
150 


150- 
199 


200- 
249 


250- 
299 


300- 
399 


400- 
499 


500- 
599 


600- 
699 


700- 
799 


800 

+ 


TERMINATIONS— 1955 


Total — All  Employees 

Physicians 

Sanitary  Engineers 

Sanitarians 

Public  Health  Nurses 

Prof.  Laboratory  Workers. 
Clerical,  Admin.  A  Fiscal. . 
All  Others 


828 

5 

6 

84 

70 

8 

101 

99 


15 


15 


93 
1 


46 
46 


92 

70 

31 
2 

9 
2 

7 
2 

2 
1 

1 
1 

8 
3 

4 

19 

9 

1 

20 

88 

12 

2 

2 

4 

48 

5 

1 

1 

18 

6 

4 

5 

4 

1 

j                                       TURNOVER  RATE 

[ANNUAL  PERCENTAGE) 

Total — All  Emnlovf*8 

24.3 
8.8 
24.0 
17.6 
19.8 
11.0 
29.2 
86.7 

34.5 
34.5 

48.9 

100.0 

88.7 
67.6 

35.5 

100.0 
36.4 
12.5 
38.3 
45.0 

19.1 

28.6 
19.4 
10.5 
9.7 
17.9 

10.7 

50.0 

8.7 

12.0 

18.2 

9.9 

12.5 

26.7 
5.1 

22.2 
21.8 

21.2 
23.5 

40.0 
83.8 

8.3 
9.1 

15.4 

4.2 

4.7 

10.9 

Phvsiciana              

12.0 

Sanitary  Eneineers 

Slanitarians                     

Public  Health  Nurses 

Prof.  laboratory  Workers.  .  . 
Clerical.  Admin.  &  Fiscal. . .  . 

All  Others 

BUREAU  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

EVEREn  H.  WILUAMS,  JR.,  M.S.,  Hyg.,  Director 

A  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  and  a 
brief  ^ysS^  of  statistical  data  based  or.  prelimmary  tabul^t.om  are 
Sen  in  tWs  text.  An  analysb  of  viul  statistics  ^nd  "norbidity  daU  for 
foss  in  greater  detail  is  presented  in  Supplements  1  and  2  of  this 
JfportCnd'^rAe  th^T-F  Jda  Vital  Statistics.  1955".  and  "Florida  Mor- 
bidity  Statistics,  1955". 

POPULATION  ' 

Preliminary  estimates  placed  the  population  of  '^1''^^.%'^^^^^^ 
as  of  July  1,  1956.  Of  this  figure  2,918,458  were  white  and  725,104  were 

nonwhite. 

Population  estimates  made  by  this  bureau,  the  Bureau  of  the  Cemus 
andTe  various  universities  throughout  the  state  have  shown  varymg 
2oun^  of  disagreement.  The  need  for  a  census  every  five  year^  has 
W  noted  by  s^ral  official  agencies  concerned  with  population  data 
Four  "ountiJ.  Broward,  Dade  Leon  and  P^bn  Beach  felt  a^su«^«rU 
need  for  this  information  to  have  special  counts  made  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  at  county  expense. 

BIRTHS 

Births  to  Florida  residents  reached  89,192  an  increase  of  over  4,000 
from  the  1954  figure.  The  birth  rate  for  the  sta  e  was  24.4  per  ^.OTO 
DODulation  slightly  below  the  estimated  national  rate  of  24J.  White 
K  to^ed  km  with  a  rate  of  21.9  per  1.000  popf"-  JJere^-^- 
25,106  nonwhite  births  and  a  nonwhite  rate  of  34.6  per  1,000  population. 

The  1955  birth  figure  again  represents  ^  record  high  for  the  state  and 
reflects  the  continued  growth  of  population  and  relatively  ^h  bi-th 
rates  of  the  post  World  War  II  period.  The  upward  trend  of  births  is 
IndTcated  byC  figures  in  Table  10.  Births  by  «ce  by  county  are 
shown  in  Table  12. 

DEATHS 

The  33,088  resident  deaths  which  occured  in  1955  represent  a  i^ 
crease  of  5.3  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  However,  the  1955  death 
rate  of  9.1  w^  only  slightly  higher  than  the  1954  rate  of  9^0  J^r  1,000 
population.  A  similar  slight  increase  >?. 'h^/^*,'^^^^  "°!f  J^ 
iionallv  the  rate  for  the  United  States  nsmg  from  9.1  to  9.3.  Death  rates 
rPlorida  In  recent  years  have  been  slightly  below  those  of  the  nation. 
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There  were  25,562  white  deaths  with  a  rate  of  8.7  per  1,000  and 
7,526  nonwhite  deaths  with  a  rate  of  10.4. 

Increases  were  noted  in  the  crude  death  rates  for  the  major  chronic 
diseases.  The  rate  for  diseases  of  the  heart  was  314.2  per  100,000  popu- 
lation compared  with  304.8  in  1954.  The  cancer  death  rate  increased  from 
139.4  to  141.5  per  100,000.  A  slight  increase  in  the  rate  for  vascular 
lesions  affecting  the  central  nervous  system  was  also  noted.  The  1954 
rate  was  107.3  per  100,000  and  the  1955  rate  107.4. 

> 

The  death  rate  for  the  major  infective  diseases  of  tuberculosis  and 
syphilis  continued  to  decline.  The  syphilis  death  rate  in  1955  was  2.8 
per  100,000  compared  with  3.6  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  tuber- 
culosis death  rate  declined  from  8.1  per  100,000  in  1954  to  7.8  per 
100,000  in  1955. 

The  trend  of  resident  death  rates  since  1931  is  shown  in  Table  10. 

MARRIAGE  AND  DIVORCE 

Marriages  increased  by  over  1,500,  reaching  a  total  of  29,869  compared 
with  28,316  in  1954.  The  crude  marriage  rate  was  8.2  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. There  were  23,689  white  marriages  with  a  rate  of  8. 1  compared 
with  6,180  nonwhite  marriages  and  a  nonwhite  rate  of  8.5. 

Divorces  and  annulments  totaled  19,956  compared  with  19,417  in 
1954.  The  divorce  and  annuhnent  rate  in  1955  was  5.4  per  100,000 
population.    Divorce  and  annulment  rates  are  not  available  by  race. 

ACTIVITIES 

The  work  load  of  the  bureau  continues  to  increase.  The  number  of 
paid  requests  for  photostat  copies  and  other  types  of  certification  increas- 
ed 8  per  cent.  Fees  collected  increased  8  per  cent  and  the  number  of  cur- 
rent certificates  filed  increased  5  per  cent.  There  was  a  17  per  cent 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  birth  certificates  processed  for  children 
who  were  adopted. 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  vault  was  relieved  somewhat  when  a 
small  room  adjacent  to  the  vault  was  made  available.  Although  this 
room  is  not  fire-proof,  it  is  considered  fire-resistant  and  all  indexes 
were  moved  in.  This  additional  space  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient  for 
one  of  two  more  years. 

An  additional  duty  was  given  to  the  bureau  by  the  1955  Legislature. 
The  new  legislation  provides  for  a  monthly  list  of  adult  deaths  to  be 
sent  to  each  incorporated  municipality  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating 
name  from  the  register  of  qualified  voters. 
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I    Late  in  the  year  the  bureau  started  a  register  of  all  persons  injected 
Lid?  Ae  new  Salk  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  The  name  and  statistical  data 
te  key'punched  on  IBM  cards  and  in  addition  to  a  register  of  n^e^ 
Se  system  wUl  provide  statistical  data  on  persons  immunized  and  be  the 
bSis  for^  follow-up  study  of  the  results.  This  project  made  it  necess^ 
L  order  additional  IBm' equipment.    Some  of  the  equipmen    amved 
n  December  and  the  complete  tabulating  umt  diould  be  """?";<>  ^y 
March  1,   1956.    Plans  are  being  made  to  transfer  several  other  pro- 
jects to  this  tabulating  unit  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  consolidated  "Vital  Statistics  Scoreboard"  is  shown  as  Table  15. 
Countf^^  listed  in  order  of  rank  showing  their  relative  efficiency  in 
biZ"nd  death  registration.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  "nprov^ent 
'  wWch  has  taken  pllce  in  some  counties.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  d^- 
Touraging  that  the  state  average  has  shown  little  change.  It  is  hoped 
that  X  local  health  departments  will  take  remedial  action  in  those 
count  eswhkh  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  and  have  shown  httle  or  no 
improvement  Proper  registration  of  births  and  deaths  m  each  county  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  county  health  officer. 

Articles  by  staff  members: 
Williams    E.  H.,  Matched  data  on  births  and  neonatal  deaths,  Pub. 
Health  Rep.,  70:923-925,  Sept.,  1955. 
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TABLE  7 

TERMINATIONS  AND  TURNOVER  RATES  BY  CLASSIFICATION  FOR  THE 
FLORIDA  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND  COUNTY  HEALTH  UNITS, 
CALENDAR  YEARS   1953  AND   1954    (FUU-TIME   EMPLOYEES   ONLY) 


CLASSIFICATION 


Total 


SALARY 


Un- 
d«r 
160 


160- 
IM 


200- 
249 


260- 
299 


800- 
899 


400- 
499 


600- 
699 


600- 
699 


700- 
799 


800 

+ 


TERMINATIONS— 1968-1964 


ToUl— All  Employe*. 

Phydciani 

Sanitarv  Encineen . 

SanitAriana 

Public  Health  Nur 
Prof.  Laboratory  Workert . 
Clerical.  Admin.  *  Fiscal. . 
AllOthera 


621 

80 

8 

48 

187 

22 

196 

186 


80 


80 


287 


10 

160 

77 


170 


16 
87 
2 
41 
26 


98 


19 

40 

6 

2 

26 


88 

6 
6 
8 
8 
2 
14 


2 

1 
2 
1 


11 

4 
1 
2 


19 
16 


1 
2 


T 
7 


8 

8 


TURNOVER  RATE— (ANNUAL  PERCENTAGE) 


I 


Total— All  Employee* 

PhysicianB 

Sanitary  Engineer! 

Sanitarians 

Public  Health  Nurses 

Prof.  Laboratory  Workers. 
Clerical,  Admin,  ft  Fiscal. 
All  Others 


24.8 
26.4 
16.0 
12.1 
20.9 
16.1 
29.8 
86.0 


24.4 


24.6 


60.2 


45.6 
47.8 
67.0 


24.6 


27.8 
82.1 
6.7 
16.5 
29.1 


16.9 


11.6 
16.0 
20.7 
3.6 
88.2 


11.0 

27.8 
6.2 

7.8 

8.8 

11.8 

28.3 


12.3 

16.4 
4.6 

16.4 
5.9 

22.6 


22.9 

100.0 

7.1 


22.2 


31.7 
35.6 


16.7 
33.3 


18.9 
20.0 


8.8 
9.1 


TABLE  8  I 

TERMINATIONS  AND  TURNOVER  RATES  BY  CLASSIFICATION  FOR  THE 

FLORIDA   STATE   BOARD   OF    HEALTH    AND    COUNTY   HEALTH    UNITS, 

CALENDAR  YEAR  1955    (FUU-TIME  EMPLOYEES  ONLY) 


i 

Total 

SALARY 

CLASSIFICATION 

i 

Un- 
der 
160 

160- 
199 

200- 
249 

260- 
299 

300- 
399 

400- 
499 

500- 
699 

600- 
699 

700- 
799 

800 

+ 

TERMINATIONS— 1955 

Total — All  Employees 

Phvuipiana                 

828 

6 

6 

84 

70 

8 

101 

99 

16 
15 

93 

1 

46 
46 

92 

4 
20 

2 
48 
18 

70 

19 

88 

2 

6 

6 

81 

2 

9 

12 

4 

4 

9 

2 
1 

1 
5 

7 
2 

1 
4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 
S 

Sanitary  Ensineers 

J^nitariana 

Public  Health  Nurses 

Prof.  Laboratory  Workers .  .  . 

Clerical,  Admin.  A.  Fiscal 

All  Others 

TURNOVER  RATE    (ANNUAL  PERCENTAGE) 

Total — All  Emnlovees 

24.8 
8.8 
24.0 
17.6 
19J 
11.0 
29.2 
86.7 

34.5 
84.6 

48.9 

100.0 

38.7 
67.6 

85.6 

100.0 
86.4 
12.6 
33.3 
45.0 

19.1 

28.6 
19.4 
10.5 
9.7 
17.9 

10.7 

60.0 

8.7 

12.0 

18.2 

9.9 

12.5 

26.7 
6.1 

22.2 
21.3 

21.2 
28.6 

40.0 
83.8 

8.8 
9.1 

15.4 

4.2 

4.7 

10.9 

Phvwirianji                     

12.0 

Sanitary  Ennneers 

Sanitarians          

Public  Health  Nurses 

Prof.  lAboratory  Workers.  .  . 
Clerical,  Admin.  &  Fiscal. . .  . 
All  Others 
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BUREAU  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

EVEREH  H.  WILUAMS,  JR.,  M.S.,  Hyg.,  Director 

A  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  and  a 
brief  analysis  of  statistical  data  based  on  preliminary  tabulations  are 
given  in  this  text.  An  analysis  of  vital  sUtistics  and  morbidity  data  for 
1955  in  greater  detail  is  presented  in  Supplements  1  and  2  of  this 
report  under  the  titles  "Florida  Vital  Statistics,  1955",  and  "Florida  Mor- 
bidity Statistics,  1955". 

POPULATION 

Preliminary  estimates  placed  the  population  of  the  state  at  3,643,562 
as  of  July  1,  1956.  Of  this  figure  2,918,458  were  white  and  725,104  were 
nonwhite. 

Population  estimates  made  by  this  bureau,  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
and  the  various  universities  throughout  the  state  have  shown  varying 
amounts  of  disagreement.  The  need  for  a  census  every  five  years  has 
been  noted  by  several  official  agencies  concerned  with  population  data. 
Four  counties,  Broward,  Dade,  Leon  and  Palm  Beach,  felt  a  sufficient 
need  for  this  information  to  have  special  counts  made  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  at  county  expense. 

BIRTHS 

Births  to  Florida  residents  reached  89,192,  an  increase  of  over  4,000 
from  the  1954  figure.  The  birth  rate  for  the  state  was  24.4  per  1,000 
population,  slightly  below  the  estimated  national  rate  of  24.7.  White 
births  totaled  64,086  with  a  rate  of  21.9  per  1,000  population.  There  were 
25,106  nonwhite  births  and  a  nonwhite  rate  of  34.6  per  1,000  population. 

The  1955  birth  figure  again  represents  a  record  high  for  the  state  and 
reflects  the  continued  growth  of  population  and  relatively  high  birth 
rates  of  the  post  World  War  II  period.  The  upward  trend  of  births  is 
indicated  by  the  figures  in  Table  10.  Births  by  race  by  county  are 
shown  in  Table  12. 


DEATHS 

The  33,088  resident  deaths  which  occured  in  1955  represent  an  in- 
crease of  5.3  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  However,  the  1955  death 
rate  of  9.1  was  only  slightly  higher  than  the  1954  rate  of  9.0  per  1,000 
population.  A  similar  slight  increase  in  the  death  rate  was  noted  na- 
tionally, the  rate  for  the  United  States  rising  from  9.1  to  9.3.  Death  rates 
in  Florida  in  recent  years  have  been  slightly  below  those  of  the  nation. 
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There  were  25,562  white  deaths  with  a  rate  of  8.7  per  1,000  and 
7,526  nonwhite  deaths  with  a  rate  of  10.4. 

Increases  were  noted  in  the  crude  death  rates  for  the  major  chronic 
diseases.  The  rate  for  diseases  of  the  heart  was  314.2  per  100,000  popu- 
lation compared  with  304.8  in  1954.  The  cancer  death  rate  increased  from 
139.4  to  141.5  per  100,000.  A  slight  increase  in  the  rate  for  vascular 
lesions  affecting  the  central  nervous  system  was  also  noted.  The  1954 
rate  was  107.3  per  100,000  and  the  1955  rate  107.4. 

The  death  rate  for  the  major  infective  diseases  of  tuberculosis  and 
syphilis  continued  to  decline.  The  syphilis  death  rate  in  1955  was  2.8 
per  100,000  compared  with  3.6  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  tuber- 
culosis death  rate  declined  from  8.1  per  100,000  in  1954  to  7.8  per 
100,000  in  1955. 

The  trend  of  resident  death  rates  since   1931  is  shown  in  Table  10. 

MARRIAGE  AND  DIVORCE 

Marriages  increased  by  over  1,500,  reaching  a  total  of  29,869  compared 
with  28,316  in  1954.  The  crude  marriage  rate  was  8.2  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. There  were  23,689  white  marriages  with  a  rate  of  8.1  compared 
with  6,180  nonwhite  marriages  and  a  nonwhite  rate  of  8.5. 

Divorces  and  annulments  totaled  19,956  compared  with  19,417  in 
1954.  The  divorce  and  annulment  rate  in  1955  was  5.4  per  100,000 
population.    Divorce  and  annulment  rates  are  not  available  by  race. 

ACTIVITIES 

The  work  load  of  the  bureau  continues  to  increase.  The  number  of 
paid  requests  for  photostat  copies  and  other  types  of  certification  increas- 
ed 8  per  cent.  Fees  collected  increased  8  per  cent  and  the  number  of  cur- 
rent certificates  filed  increased  5  per  cent.  There  was  a  17  per  cent 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  birth  certificates  processed  for  children 
who  were  adopted. 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  vault  was  relieved  somewhat  when  a 
small  room  adjacent  to  the  vault  was  made  available.  Although  this 
room  is  not  fire-proof,  it  is  considered  fire-resistant  and  all  indexes 
were  moved  in.  This  additional  space  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient  for 
one  of  two  more  years. 

An  additional  duty  was  given  to  the  bureau  by  the  1955  Legislature. 
The  new  legislation  provides  for  a  monthly  list  of  adult  deaths  to  be 
sent  to  each  incorporated  municipality  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating 
name  from  the  register  of  qualified  voters. 
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Late  in  the  year  the  bureau  started  a  register  of  all  persons  injected 
with  the  new  Salk  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  The  name  and  statistical  data 
are  key-punched  on  IBM  cards  and  in  addition  to  a  register  of  names, 
the  system  will  provide  statistical  data  on  persons  immunized  and  be  the 
basis  for  a  follow-up  study  of  the  results.  This  project  made  it  necessary 
to  order  additional  IBM  equipment.  Some  of  the  equipment  arrived 
in  December  and  the  complete  tabulating  unit  should  be  installed  by 
March  1,  1956.  Plans  are  being  made  to  transfer  several  other  pro- 
jects to  this  tabulating  imit  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  consolidated  "Vital  Statistics  Scoreboard"  is  shown  as  Table  15. 
Counties  are  listed  in  order  of  rank  showing  their  relative  efficiency  in 
birth  and  death  registration.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  in  some  coimties.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  dis- 
couraging that  the  state  average  has  shown  little  change.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  local  health  departments  will  take  remedial  action  in  those 
counties  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  and  have  shown  little  or  no 
improvement.  Proper  registration  of  births  and  deaths  in  each  county  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  county  health  officer. 

Articles  by  staff  members: 

Williams,  E.  H.,  Matched  data  on  births  and  neonatal  deaths.  Pub. 
Health  Rep.,  70:923-925,  Sept.,  1955. 
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TABLE  9 

AaiVITIES  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 
DURING  THE  YEARS   1954  AND   1955 


Activity  1954 

Current  certificates  filed  164,001 

Delayed    birth    certificates    filed    3,123 

Amended  certificates  filed  for  adoptions  2,090 

Amended  certificates  filed  for  legitimations 

and  corrections  of  parentage  479 

Requests  for  certifications 

Fee  paid  76,300 

Free 1 7,799 

Photostats  made   84,551 

Birth   registration   cards  made   25,030 

Fees  collected  and  transmitted  to 

State   Treasurer   $113,328.60 


>5 

Per  cent 

1955 

change 

172,609 

-\-  5.2 

3,552 

+  13.7 

2,451 

+  17.3 

616 


+28.6 


82,600 

+  8.3 

14,953 

16.0 

92,044 

+  8.9 

26,812 

+  7.1 

$122,272.24    +  7.9 


TABLE  10 

RESIDENT  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  WITH  RATES  PER  1,000 
POPULATION,  FLORIDA,   1931-1955 


YEAR 

POPULATION 

BIRTHS 

BIRTH  RATE 

DEATHS 

RATE  DEATH 

1956* 

3,648,562 

89,192 

24.4 

38,088 

9.1 

1954 

3.481.528 

85,011 

24.4 

31.438 

9.0 

1958 

8.111.100 

80,087 

25.7 

30,529 

9.8 

1952 

3.006,400 

74,219 

2».7 

29.136 

9.7 

1951 

2,901,800 

70,431 

24.8 

27,857 

9.6 

1950 

2,797,100 

64,370 

28.0 

26,626 

9.6 

1949 

2.692,500 

61,642 

22.9 

25,817 

9.4 

1948 

2,587,800 

59.685 

28.1 

24,505 

9.6 

1947 

2,483,200 

60.201 

24.2 

24,150 

9.7 

1946 

2,878,500 

54.347 

22.8 

22,750 

9.6 

1945 

2,273.900 

48.839 

21.5 

22,594 

9.9 

1944 

2,196,195 

49,186 

22.4 

23,251 

10.6 

1943 

2,125,985 

46,783 

22.0 

23,218 

10.9 

1942 

2,055,675 

40,675 

19.8 

21,144 

10.8 

1941 

1,985.415 

37,351 

18.8 

21,488 

10.8 

1940 

1,915,155 

38,696 

17.6 

21,458 

11.2 

1989 

1.858.660 

82,437 

17.5 

20,209 

10.9 

1988 

1,795,822 

31,101 

17.8 

19,949 

11.1 

1987 

1,736,984 

29,529 

17.0 

19,825 

11.4 

1936 

1,678,646 

28,116 

16.7 

20,050 

11.9 

1935 

1,620.308 

28,058 

17J 

19,069 

11.8 

1984 

1,585,596 

26,722 

16.9 

19,518 

12J 

1988 

1,554,000 

25,647 

16.5 

18,112 

11.7 

1932 

1,530,356 

27,242 

17.8 

17,721 

11.6 

1981 

1,502,736 

26,789 

17.8 

17;291 

11.6 

*1966  data  based  upon  praliminary  totals. 
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TABLE  12 

ESTIMATED  POPUUTION  AND  PRELIMINARY  TOTALS  OF  BIRTHS, 
DEATHS,  AND  INFANT  DEATHS  BY  COLOR,  FLORIDA,   1955 


COUNTIES 


Eatimated 
Populatioo 
1966 


STATE. 


Alacfaaa 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citnis 

Clay 

ColUer 

Columbia .... 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Dine 

Duval 

Escambia.  .  .  . 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gilchrist 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamilton 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando. . . . 

HLghiands 

Hillsborough . . 

Holmes 

Indian  River. , 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette.  .  .  . 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Uberty 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee. . 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach.. 

Pasco 

PineUaa 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns. . . . 

St.  Lucie .... 

SanURoaa. . 

Sarasota .... 

Seminole 

Sumter 

Suwannee. . . 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

WakuUa 

Walton 

Washington. 


8,643,562 


BIRTHS 


Total      White    Colored 


89.192 


62.441 
6,262 
64,711 
11.444 
42.400 
159.052 
7,699 
6,847 
6,127 
19,710 
10.800 
20,400 
691.244 
9,288 
3.996 
396.502 
157,386 
4,188 
6,886 
89,498 
2,960 
2,719 
9,444 
9,161 
11,781 
6,724 
7,977 
16.469 
823.023 
12,760 
16,166 
36,669 
9.964 
3.278 
46.066 
31.142 
69.995 
10,412 
2,512 
14.421 
44.128 
45.010 
9,729 
49,380 
15,131 
40,422 
4,188 
176,402 
18,168 
157,086 
24.852 
217.066 
156,167 
27,287 
29,378 
26,482 
22.050 
37,402 
33.847 
11.153 
16.407 
13.618 
8,247 
90.524 
4.988 
15,116 
11.697 


64,086 


1,608 
192 
1.886 
336 
1.270 
4.159 
206 
72 
147 
619 
286 
496 
15.421 
194 
101 
10.677 
4,812 
188 
188 
1.079 
68 
48 
801 
246 
227 
198 
201 
462 
7.664 
240 
486 
888 
296 
68 
1,008 
700 
1,568 
268 
88 
898 
892 
1.118 
218 
1,300 
897 
1,332 
118 
4.490 
243 
3.568 
527 
3.867 
4.001 
769 
624 
765 
668 
792 
871 
277 
870 
341 
110 
1,764 
126 
349 
26S 


26,106 


996 
126 
1,468 
240 
1,019 
2.596 
167 
60 
96 
629 
175 
299 
11.770 
140 
76 
7,686 
3,617 
56 
84 
279 
60 
19 
214 
114 
198 
117 
128 
267 
6,191 
231 
264 
550 
88 
48 
692 
486 
877 
129 
72 
148 
680 
696 
117 
1.166 
264 
1.288 
91 
3,483 
194 
2.308 
427 
2.988 
2.964 
447 
890 
378 
598 
606 
435 
169 
286 
264 
69 
1,288 
76 
276 
186 


DEATHS 


Total      White    Colored 


88,088 


612 
66 
368 
95 
251 
1,664 
89 
12 
51 
90 
61 
197 
3.661 
64 
25 
2.992 
1,195 
77 
49 
800 
18 
29 
87 
131 
84 
76 
78 
186 
1,473 
9 
172 
388 
207 
10 
316 
216 
681 
129 
16 
260 
312 
517 
101 
144 
188 
94 
27 
1.007 
49 
1.265 
100 
884 
1.047 
322 
234 
387 
70 
186 
486 
108 
184 
87 
41 
626 
61 
78 
68 


26,562 


486 
68 
351 
108 
887 
1,856 
66 
60 
91 
124 
86 
159 
6,940 
100 
86 
3,087 
1,004 
48 
61 
328 
26 
27 
65 
74 
104 
67 
68 
197 
2,866 
125 
153 
336 
122 
27 
586 
360 
426 
108 
14 
158 
601 
456 
104 
298 
117 
207 
48 
1,680 
221 
1,528 
309 
3.172 
1,259 
300 
291 
245 
149 
477 
296 
98 
189 
108 
60 
1,136 
47 
180 
127 


7,626 


277 
42 
269 
72 
276 
1,029 
51 
61 
78 
96 
59 
88 
6,118 
78 
81 
2,006 
666 
25 
81 
103 
17 
18 
46 
37 
94 
44 
64 
158 
2,886 
118 
116 
203 
48 
21 
427 
277 
208 
69 
6 
68 
414 
281 
69 
288 
70 
179 
80 
1,873 
201 
1.116 
277 
2,962 
969 
164 
190 
157 
133 
419 
167 
76 
88 
74 
88 
898 
26 
111 
102 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Total      White    Colored 


2.594 


209 
26 
82 
81 
61 
827 
14 
9 
18 
29 
27 
76 
822 
22 
5 
1,032 
348 
18 
20 
220 
9 
14 
20 
87 
10 
28 
14 
44 
620 
7 
87 
182 
79 
6 
109 
88 
228 
44 
8 
90 
87 
174 
36 
66 
47 
28 
18 
267 
20 
408 
82 
210 
800 
186 
101 
88 
16 
68 
129 
28 
61 
84 
17 
287 
21 
19 
25 


1,484 


56 
10 
68 
10 
31 
187 
4 
2 
4 
9 
16 
12 
874 
10 
8 
263 
145 
7 
8 
58 
8 
8 
8 
7 
6 
11 
6 
18 
210 
5 
14 
26 
11 
2 
43 
89 
47 
9 
0 
17 
38 
87 
7 
89 
8 
89 
6 
120 
8 
106 
29 
87 
124 
26 
14 
86 
27 
16 
87 
11 
14 
14 
4 
62 
2 
8 
6 


1,160 


28 

5 

86 

4 
22 
58 
1 
2 
8 
5 
12 
4 
228 
9 
8 
160 
77 
0 
2 
8 
8 
2 
8 
8 
4 
5 
8 
8 
140 
4 
4 
9 
8 
1 
27 
21 
19 
1 
0 
0 
8 
16 
8 
84 
2 
86 
8 
86 
5 
46 
18 
69 
78 
11 
7 
6 
26 
10 
8 
4 
5 
10 
8 
24 
1 
8 
8 


82 
6 
18 
6 
9 
79 
8 
0 
1 
4 
4 
8 
146 
1 
0 
108 
68 
7 
1 
60 
0 
1 
5 
4 
1 
6 
2 
10 
70 
1 
10 
16 
8 
1 
16 
18 
28 
8 
0 
17 
26 
21 
4 
5 
6 
8 
2 
34 
3 
61 
11 
28 
51 
14 
7 
29 
2 
6 
29 
7 
9 
4 
1 
28 
1 
0 
8 
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TABLE  13 

PREUMINARY  TOTALS  OF  RESIDENT  DEATHS  FROM 
SELEaED  CAUSES,  FLORIDA,  1955 


1 

1 

3 

M 

1 

Dysentery 
(AU  Forms) 

1 

S  o 
2=3 

lit. 

it 

s 

§ 

•a 
e 

is 

Cardio-VaMmlar-Renal  Dis. 

h 

§ 

i 

^Is 

o  6  J 
<O0 

1 
II 

MM 

1 

1 
1 

STATE 

60 
1 

284 

4 

102 
8 

16 

10 

5,155 

466 

89 

826 

8.912 

11,447 

1.149 

486 

952 

1,271 

Alachua 

0 

0 

67 

4 

2 

14 

67 

146 

21 

9 

16 

21 

Baker 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

8 

8 

24 

1 

1 

4 

8 

Bay 

8 

2 

0 

1 

0 

46 

6 

2 

6 

87 

96 

11 

8 

8 

22 

Bradford 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

2 

0 

8 

8 

44 

8 

8 

8 

4 

Brevard 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

69 

6 

0 

12 

62 

110 

7 

4 

6 

17 

Broward.  .  .  . 

1 

12 

8 

1 

1 

196 

18 

6 

42 

164 

466 

88 

18 

41 

62 

Calhoun.  .  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

2 

0 

1 

8 

21 

5 

2 

0 

7 

Charlotte.  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

4 

7 

19 

2 

0 

8 

8 

Citnis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

16 

87 

7 

1 

2 

8 

Clay 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

12 

8 

2 

9 

15 

46 

4 

4 

5 

4 

Collier 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

8 

6 

20 

4 

8 

6 

6 

Columbia.  .  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

22 

1 

1 

12 

22 

45 

2 

1 

5 

6 

Dade 

8 

51 

16 

1 

8 

1,097 

104 

16 

119 

577 

2,161 

224 

56 

141 

194 

DeSoto 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

4 

16 

42 

0 

1 

1 

8 

Dixie 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

3 

6 

9 

4 

0 

0 

1 

Duval 

9 

52 

16 

8 

0 

451 

52 

8 

83 

844 

963 

93 

46 

110 

126 

Escambia.  .  . 

3 

16 

1 

0 

1 

140 

10 

1 

82 

99 

256 

27 

11 

46 

47 

Flagler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

8 

14 

8 

1 

8 

2 

Franklin .... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

2 

6 

20 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Gadsden .... 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

88 

8 

6 

14 

86 

80 

16 

7 

16 

20 

Gilchrist 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

7 

8 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Glades 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

2 

1 

4 

1 

0 

6 

2 

Gulf 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

2 

0 

2 

9 

19 

2 

0 

7 

7 

Hamilton.  .  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

12 

1 

0 

8 

10 

16 

5 

0 

1 

2 

Hardee 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

8 

0 

6 

14 

25 

4 

4 

7 

7 

Hendry 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

8 

8 

0 

1 

7 

21 

4 

1 

1 

0 

Hernando. . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

2 

1 

10 

18 

6 

2 

4 

2 

Highlands.  .  . 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

26 

8 

0 

5 

29 

64 

7 

7 

6 

9 

Hillsborough. 

3 

29 

7 

0 

1 

468 

41 

5 

48 

819 

981 

78 

40 

81 

79 

Holmes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

2 

1 

8 

19 

44 

5 

4 

9 

8 

Indian  River, 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

26 

1 

1 

4 

12 

64 

6 

1 

4 

6 

Jackson 

2 

4 

1 

0 

0 

43 

8 

1 

7 

66 

98 

14 

7 

18 

10 

Jefferson .... 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

10 

6 

1 

4 

28 

87 

8 

« 

1 

6 

Lafayette.  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

8 

9 

0 

1 

3 

1 

Lake 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

97 

6 

5 

14 

56 

196 

16 

6 

18 

21 

Lee 

1 
0 

8 
8 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 
0 

60 
68 

7 

1 

0 
0 

17 
14 

89 

58 

115 
117 

10 
17 

2 
9 

12 
9 

18 

Leon 

26 

Levy 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

16 

84 

6 

1 

8 

4 

Uberty 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Madison .... 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

19 

0 

1 

2 

16 

54 

4 

5 

8 

8 

Manatee. . . . 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

68 

8 

2 

12 

59 

201 

26 

11 

10 

12 

Marion 

1 

4 

1 

1 

0 

61 

5 

1 

18 

58 

169 

12 

10 

16 

21 

Martin 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

2 

0 

0 

16 

84 

4 

1 

5 

7 

Monroe 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

46 

8 

0 

8 

28 

82 

7 

5 

11 

16 

Nassau 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

8 

1 

1 

2 

18 

46 

6 

0 

8 

8 

Okaloosa 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

22 

8 

0 

10 

23 

68 

2 

2 

16 

12 

Okeechobee.. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

2 

0 

0 

4 

10 

0 

0 

6 

2 

Orange 

2 

16 

4 

0 

1 

244 

27 

8 

81 

214 

582 

67 

9 

42 

66 

Osceola 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

19 

1 

2 

6 

87 

88 

18 

1 

6 

7 

Palm  Beach. 

2 

11 

7 

2 

0 

224 

20 

4 

38 

218 

549 

84 

14 

56 

60 

Pasco 

0 

8 

0 

1 

0 

46 

5 

0 

7 

40 

109 

11 

6 

18 

11 

Pinellas 

1 

10 

11 

0 

0 

570 

45 

7 

49 

468 

1,292 

127 

27 

41 

94 

Polk 

8 

8 

5 

1 

0 

188 

9 

1 

85 

185 

449 

58 

16 

89 

59 

Putnam 

1 

8 

2 

0 

0 

81 

6 

1 

14 

24 

104 

6 

22 

8 

21 

St.  Johns 

0 

8 

1 

1 

0 

61 

5 

0 

7 

89 

100 

14 

3 

10 

11 

St.  Lucie..  .  . 

1 

8 

1 

0 

0 

47 

1 

2 

10 

24 

78 

8 

8 

6 

7 

Santa  Roea.. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

1 

1 

7 

28 

59 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Sarasota .  .  .  . 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

90 

2 

0 

10 

49 

208 

14 

8 

10 

18 

Seminole .  .  .  . 

0 

8 

1 

0 

0 

48 

6 

2 

12 

27 

95 

14 

7 

6 

16 

Sumter 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18 

2 

0 

6 

11 

26 

6 

8 

9 

6 

Suwannee.  .  . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

19 

1 

1 

2 

21 

49 

7 

1 

2 

8 

Taylor 

Union 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 

8 

18 

26 

8 

8 

6 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

7 

24 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Volusia 

0 

8 

8 

0 

1 

171 

16 

2 

27 

189 

451 

47 

17 

24 

48 

Wakulla 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 

9 

7 

6 

0 

0 

5 

Walton 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

18 

2 

0 

6 

16 

43 

7 

1 

7 

6 

WaahingtOB. 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

16 

2 

0 

2 

28 

83 

8 

2 

5 

6 

♦Includes  all  vasoilar  lesions  affecting  the  central  nervous  systwn. 
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TABLE  14 

MARRIAGES  BY  COLOR,  DIVORCES,  AND  ANNULMENTS  FOR 
FLORIDA  AND  EACH  COUNTY,   1955 


COUNTIES 


STATE. 


Aluchua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrus 

Clay 

Collier 

Columbia . . . . 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Dixie 

Duval 

Escambia .  . . . 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadaden 

Gilchrist 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamilton .  . . . 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando. . . . 

Highlands 

Hillsborough . 

Holmes 

Indian  River. 

Jackson 

Jefferson . .  . . , 
Lafayette .  . . , 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison .... 
Manatee.  .  . . 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee . 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach. 

Pasco 

Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns .  .  . 

St.  Lucie 

Santa  Rosa.. 
Sarasota .... 
Seminole. . . . 

Sumter 

Suwannee. . . 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington. 


MARRIAGES 


Total 


29.904 


869 
28 
428 
87 
365 
1,786 
28 
87 
97 
108 
127 
119 
6,780 
108 
89 
2,140 
786 
82 
487 
176 
84 
24 
68 
41 
114 
82 
112 
182 
2,484 
56 
143 
208 
74 
19 
354 
327 
399 
75 
14 
58 
383 
356 
104 
455 
40 
248 
58 
1,434 
185 
1,528 
297 
1,749 
1,447 
224 
196 
273 
116 
442 
806 
92 
110 
78 
42 
676 
28 
89 
89 


White 


28,695 


Colored 


6,209 


Divorces 


19,786 


228 

141 

279 

16 

7 

684 

854 

69 

147 

61 

26 

446 

268 

97 

527 

1,828 

407 

734 

18 

6 

48 

77 

10 

18 

78 

24 

70 

78 

80 

88 

118 

14 

19 

68 

61 

69 

5.881 

899 

4.760 

76 

27 

18 

29 

10 

82 

1,617 

528 

865 

641 

146 

810 

47 

8 

274 

370 

67 

15 

69 

107 

74 

26 

8 

16 

15 

9 

4 

47 

16 

18 

22 

19 

28 

94 

20 

379 

69 

18 

19 

92 

20 

29 

98 

89 

174 

2,043 

891 

1,386 

50 

6 

42 

98 

60 

48 

141 

67 

78 

28 

46 

10 

17 

2 

8 

260 

94 

418 

268 

64 

186 

225 

174 

294 

41 

84 

20 

12 

2 

86 

48 

16 

84 

311 

72 

40 

212 

144 

182 

80 

24 

18 

405 

60 

315 

34 

6 

21 

226 

22 

118 

44 

9 

14 

1,128 

806 

405 

132 

53 

19 

1,067 

456 

705 

246 

51 

109 

1,587 

212 

741 

1,174 

278 

1,281 

123 

101 

902 

150 

46 

648 

166 

107 

151 

103 

18 

65 

862 

80 

152 

175 

181 

172 

83 

9 

94 

69 

41 

51 

58 

20 

21 

29 

13 

86 

544 

182 

429 

16 

18 

0 

72 

17 

68 

64 

26 

21 

Annulments 


218 


0 
8 
0 

T 

B 

9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 
48 

0 

0 

9 
21 

0 

• 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 
18 

0 

0 

2 
12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

t 
• 
1 

0 
0 
0 

• 
t 

s 

0 

s 

0 
2 

• 

2 
1 
7 
21 
11 
11 
1 
• 
1 
2 
2 
9 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 


»        « 
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TABLE  15  '  >  - 

VITAL  STATISTICS  SCOREBOARD 
BASED  ON  PROMPTNESS  AND  COMPLETENESS  OF  CERTIFICATES 

FILED  IN   1955 


COUNTY 


Wakulla 

Hernando.  . . 
Sarasota .... 
Okeechobee.. 

Dade 

Escambia .  .  . 
Manatee. . . . 

Volusia 

Hillsborough. 
Baker 


Charlotte.  . 
Franklin .  .  . 

Polk 

Marion .... 

Martin 

Madison.  .  . 

Brevard 

St.  Lucie. . . 

Collier 

Santa  Rosa. 


DeSoto 

Palm  Beach . 

Bay 

Broward .  .  . 

Orange 

Citrus 

Sumter 

Highlands. . 
Duval 


STATE. 


Walton 

St.  Johns — 

Hardee 

Jefferson ... 
Seminole.  . . 
Osceola .... 
Monroe.  .  .  . 
Washington . 

Levy 

Clay 


Gulf 

Suwannee . 

Lee 

Dixie 

Lake 

Holmes.  .  . 
Gilchrist.  . 
Putnam . . 
Calhoun.  . 
Gadsden . 


Bradford. . 

Taylor 

Leon 

Nassau.  .  . 
Pasco .... 
Lafayette . 
Okaloosa . 
Jackson . . 
Pinellas.  . 
Liberty.  . 


Hamilton ... 

Union 

Glades 

Hendry 

Flagler 

Alachua 

Indian  River. 
Columbia.  .  . 


Rank 


1 
2 
8 

4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

11 
12 
18 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
28 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 


80 
81 
82 
33 
84 
85 
36 
87 
38 
39 

40 
41 
42 
48 
44 
46 
46 
47 
48 
49 

60 
61 
62 
68 
54 
65 
56 
57 
58 
59 

60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 


Percent  of 

Certificates 

Filed  on  Time 


Births 


Deaths 


100 
97 
99 
97 
94 
96 
96 
96 
98 
96 

97 
97 
92 
89 
97 
90 
94 
96 
90 
95 

98 
84 
88 
86 
94 
74 
81 
83 
79 

86 

89 
94 
80 
72 
99 
85 
87 
83 
87 
78 

81 
98 
67 
69 

84 
94 
74 
89 
78 
82 

94 
59 
81 
91 
68 
65 
86 
71 
56 
87 

56 
66 
40 
54 
97 
73 
62 
82 


96 
100 

99 
100 

99 

97 

99 

96 

97 

96 

98 
98 
96 
97 
99 
98 
90 
88 
88 
94 

99 
94 
98 
92 
92 
100 
91 
91 
97 

92 

89 
95 
90 
99 
96 
93 
81 
87 
86 
99 

87 
96 

98 
100 
78 
76 
90 
76 
78 
79 

94 
95 
85 
81 
93 
100 
82 
65 
74 
62 

79 
83 
92 
78 
84 
83 
77 
62 


Percent  of 
Complete 

Certificates 


Births 


Deaths 


100 

98 

99 
100 

99 

99 

98 

99 

99 

97 

97 

96 

99 

99 
100 

97 

99 

99 
100 

98 

98 
99 
98 
98 
99 
100 
99 
99 
97 

99 

99 
99 
100 
99 
99 
98 
99 
99 
98 
99 

97 
98 
98 
97 
97 
95 
93 
98 
95 
99 

96 
94 
98 
99 
94 
96 
99 
97 
99 
78 

96 
93 
100 
99 
99 
99 
94 
99 


Percent  of 
Monthly 
Reports 

Submitted 
on  Time 


100 
100 

98 

97 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 
100 

96 
96 
98 
99 
95 
98 
98 
98 
100 
99 

99 
99 

97 
99 
97 
98 
100 
98 
98 

99 

100 
98 
98 
98 
98 
99 
99 
97 
95 
98 

97 
95 
96 
100 
98 
92 
95 
95 
98 
97 

96 
97 
98 
98 
97 
89 
99 
98 
99 
100 

97 
93 
100 
100 
97 
98 
98 
99 


Total  Score 

(Maximum 

-600) 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 

92 
100 
100 
100 
100 

92 

83 
100 
100 
100 

92 
100 
100 
100 
100 

93 

92 

83 

100 

100 

75 

92 

100 

100 

100 

92 

100 

75 
100 

92 
100 
100 
100 

92 
100 

92 

67 

100 

83 

76 

92 

92 

75 

100 

100 

100 

100 
92 
92 
92 
42 
58 
58 
68 


Change 
from  1964 
Total  Score 


495 
495 
495 
494 
491 
491 
491 
489 
488 
487 

487 
486 
486 
484 
488 
488 
481 
480 
478 
478 

477 
476 
476 
475 
474 
472 
471 
471 
471 

469 

469 
469 
468 
468 
467 
467 
466 
466 
466 
466 

462 
462 
459 
458 
457 
457 
452 
450 
449 
449 

447 
445 
445 
444 
444 
442 
441 
431 


+  17 
+  6 
+  6 
+  8 
-  1 
+  7 
2 
9 
4 
0 


+ 
+ 


+  7 

-  4 
+  11 
+  6 

-  8 
+  10 
+  4 
+  9 
+69 

-  4 

-  9 

-  7 

+  11 
+31 
+80 

+  11 
+36 
+  19 
+  9 

+  2 

+  8 
+  18 
+  19 
+48 
+89 
+  6 

-  1 
+  12 
+  6 
-11 

+30 
-28 
+  6 
+21 

-  4 
-18 
+  17 

-  8 
+  2 
+  12 

-32 
+25 
-19 
+24 
-12 
+  9 
-21 

-  6 


428 

-65 

427 

+39 

427 

+21 

426 

-12 

424 

+  4 

423 

+  19 

419 

-25 

411 

+  2 

389 

-  4 

840 

-56 

\J\ 
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BUREAU  OF  LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


GEORGE  A.  DAME,  M.D.,  Director 

This  bureau,  including  its  constituent  divisions  of  Public  Health 
Nursing,  Field  Advisory  Staff,  Field  Training  Center,  and  County  Health 
Units,  believes  that  the  more  than  eleven  hundred  persons  now  employed 
in  county  health  departments  are  generally  better  trained,  more  effi- 
cient, more  cooperative,  more  stable  in  tenure,  and  better  paid  than 
at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  county  health  department  budgets  now  total  approximately  four 
and  a  half  million  dollars.  County  appropriations  alone  now  amount 
to  nearily  three  million  dollars.  These  figures  not  only  reflect  the  rapidly 
increasing  population  and  wealth  of  the  state,  but  the  increasing  con- 
fidence of  the  citizens  of  the  state  and  counties  in  the  ability  and  effi- 
ciency and  work  of  county  health  departments,  and  the  high  esteem  in 
which  they  hold  the  programs  now  being  operated. 

I 

County  health  departments  are  being  operated  economically.  In  some 
counties  equipment  and  furniture  are  old  and  inadequate.  In  other 
counties  the  pay  rolls  have  been  spread  too  thin.  In  many  of  the  counties 
the  local  appropriations  while  being  annually  increased  are  usually  a  year 
behind  actual  needs.  State  appropriations  for  county  health  units  are 
increasing  in  each  biennium  in  an  effort  to  keep  up  with  high  popu- 
lation increases  but  are  behind  actual  needs. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Mathes  was  appointed  in  July,  1955  as  director  of  the  Field 
Advisory  Staff  and  of  In-Service  Field  Training. 

Dr.  Harold  Bonifield,  director  of  the  unit  composed  of  Citrus,  Levy 
and  Hernando  Counties;  Dr.  Bruce  Edgerton,  director  of  the  unit  com- 
posed of  Putnam  and  Flagler  Counties  are  both  working  on  their  degrees 
of  Master  of  Public  Health.  Doctor  Dale  Clinton  is  serving  as  locum 
tenens  for  Doctor  Bonifield,  and  Doctor  Frank  McClimans  for  Doctor 
Edgerton. 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  great  loss  to  public  health  in  Florida  that  it  is 
necessary  to  record  the  passing  of  Dr.  Frank  M.  Hall,  Director  of  the 
Alachua  County  Health  Department  on  December  23,  1955.  Doctor 
Hall  was  an  outstanding  public  health  administrator  and  was  nationally 
prominent.  He  was  bom  at  Gainesboro,  Tennessee  on  September  12, 
1902.  He  received  his  medical  degree  from  the  University  of  Tennessee 
College  of  Medicine,  and  his  degree  of  Master  of  Public  Health  from 
Johns  Hopkins  University.  He  was  a  diplomate  of  the  American  Board 
of  Preventive  Medicine.  He  was  a  Past-President  of  the  Florida  Public 
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Health  Association,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  President  of  the 
Southern  Branch  of  the  American  PubUc  Health  AssociaUon,  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Association  of  PubUc  Health  Physicians. 

At  the  very  successful  meeting  of  the  Local  Health  Officers  Con- 
ference with  the  State  Board  of  Health  held  in  Jacksonville  on  February 
7  8  and  9,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensumg  year: 
Dr  Paul  W.  Hughes,  General  Chairman;  Dr.  Aubrey  Y.  Covmgton, 
General  Vice-Chairman ;  and  Dr.  J.  Basil  Hall,  General  Secretary. 
The  following  Chairmen  of  Committees  were  appomted:  Dr.  Frank 
V.  Chappell,  State-Lx>cal  Relations;  Dr.  Frank  J.  Hill,  Preventable 
Diseases!  Dr.  J.  C.  McSween,  Maternal  and  Child  Health;  Dr.  Joseph 
M.  Bistowish,  Training  and  Records;  Dr.  C.  L.  Brumback,  Environmental 
Sanitation;  Dr.  Chester  L.  Nayfield,  Public  Health  Nursing;  Dr.  T.  E. 
Cato,  Chronic  Diseases;  and  Dr.  R.  D.  Higgins,  Mental  Hygiene. 

As  usual  this  report  will  carry  some  of  the  more  interesting  activiti^ 
of  some  of  the  county  health  departments.  These  items  cover  such 
subjects  as  new  health  center  buildings,  water  systems,  sewage  collection 
and  disposal  systems,  mosquito  control  projects,  dental  programs  and 
others.  Space  limitations  do  not  permit  inclusion  of  all  outstanding  items 
reported  from  the  counties. 

Palm  Beach  County:  Dr.  Brumback 

"The  most  outstanding  public  health  accomplishment  of  the  past 
year  is  the  development  of  plans  for  treatment  of  sewage  from  West  Palm 
Beach,  Pahn  Beach,  and  Lake  Park. 

The  health  hazard  resulting  from  the  polluted  condition  of  Lake 
Worth  was  determined  in  1941  when  the  State  Board  of  Health  con- 
ducted its  firet  pollution  survey  of  the  lake.  Subsequent  surveys  made 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  1947  and  the  Pahn  Beach  County 
Health  Department  in  1949-1950  reflected  deteriorating  conditions  m  the 
lake  and  increased  hazards  to  the  surrounding  population. 

The  health  department  used  these  results  to  promote  interest  in 
adequate  sewage  collection  and  treatment  faciUties  for  the  cities  adjacent 
to  the  Lake.  Public  interest  stimulated  by  these  surveys  has  resulted  in 
a  big  step  toward  the  restoration  of  Lake  Worth  to  its  onginal  state  of 
purity  and  elimination  of  the  health  hazard. 

Determined  to  provide  adequate  facilities,  the  city  of  West  Pakn 
Beach  has  just  issued  and  sold  fourteen  and  one  half  million  dollars  worth 
of  revenue  certificates,  part  of  which  funds  will  be  used  to  fmance  con- 
struction of  sewage  collection  and  treatment  facihties.  It  is  estimated 
that  construction  of  the  system  will  begin  in  early  Spring  and  Oiat  it  wiU 
be  completed  two  yeare  from  the  beginning  date.   Palm  Beach  has  sold 
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bonds  for  a  collection  system  and  an  outfall  into  the  Gulfstream,  with 
construction  to  begin  in  the  Spring.  Construction  of  a  system  to  serve 
Lake  Park  and  the  area  to  the  north  is  underway  by  a  private  utility  firm. 
The  remaining  communities  are  all  expressing  interest  in  taking  their 
places  with  these  progressive  cities  in  providing  adequate  facilities. 

This  accomplishment  can  be  attributed  to  years  of  health  education, 
spear-headed  by  state  and  local  health  departments." 

Broward  County:  Dr.  Hughes  ! 

"On  February  20,  1955,  the  main  health  center  for  Broward  County 
was  completed.   The  value  of  this  health  center  is  $123,000.00. 

A  bill  was  passed  in  the  legislature  for  Broward  County  enabling  a 
building  fund  to  be  set  up  for  future  expansion.  Within  three  years 
it  is  contemplated  that  two  health  centers  will  be  constructed  in  North 
Broward  County  and  west  of  Fort  Lauderdale.  The  mobile  X-ray  unit 
will  be  replaced  at  that  time  also.  The  Broward  County  Health  Depart- 
ment strongly  supported  zoning  bills  and  a  program  for  building  and 
plumbing  inspection  in  the  county  areas.  A  Broward  County  bill  was 
passed  in  the  legislature  enabling  county-wide  zoning  and  building  and 
plumbing  inspection.  A  county-wide  dog  licensing  act  strongly  supported 
by  the  health  department  was  also  passed.  This  means  that  all  dogs 
must  be  licensed  in  all  parts  of  Broward  County  and  there  will  be  one 
county  agency  for  same.    Annual  vaccination  is  required  for  a  Hcense. 

There  are  now  sbc  water  and  sewage  systems  in  the  un-incorporated 
areas  serving  approximately  1,360  homes.  The  sanitation  department  was 
very  active  in  promoting  these  systems." 


Marion  County:  Dr.  Brendle  ' 

"An  intensive  enforcement  program  has  been  instituted  toward  bring- 
ing about  improved  sanitary  conditions  in  bars  and  *beer  joints'.  Partic- 
ular emphasis  was  given  toilet  facilities,  glass  sanitization  and  general 
conditions  at  these  places.  Due  to  the  excellent  cooperation  received 
from  the  State  Beverage  Department,  we  have  seen  marked  improvement. 
A  joint  inspection  has  been  made  of  all  licensed  alcoholic  beverage  dis- 
pensing establishments  and  necessary  corrections  made. 

We  feel  that  a  considerable  amount  of  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
general  field  of  sanitation,  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  following: 
pipe  line  milkers  have  been  installed  in  two  dairies;  homogenizing  equip- 
ment has  been  installed  in  two  dairies;  two  cold  wall  tanks  have  also 
been  installed  with  plans  and  preparations  for  more  to  come.  Six  new 
schools  have  been  built  or  are  under  construction,  with  cafeteria  additions 
to  two  more.  Two  motels  have  been  built.  A  total  of  eleven  new  court 
pools  have  been  built,  with  one  more  under  construction.    A  colored 
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municipal  pool  is  also  under  construction.  There  has  been  a  boom  in 
FHA  and  VA  construction  with  good  results  in  water  and  sewage  disposal 
for  all  new  and  old  subdivisions. 

Certain  progress  has  been  made  on  plans^^for  the  inauguration  of  an 
arthropod  control  program  in  the  next  year." 

Manatee  County:  Dr.  Neill 

"One  of  the  most  gratifying  things  that  could  happen  to  a  public 
health  department  happened  to  us  when  we  learned  last  sprmg  that  the 
proposed  building  was  to  receive  a  legacy  of  $5,000  from  a  philanthropic 
person  of  the  community  who  evidently,  though  unbeknown  to  us,  was 
very  much  interested  in  our  work. 

The  1955  Legislature  passed  a  Rabies  Control  Bill  especially  for 
Manatee  County.  We  like  to  feel  we  had  something  to  do  with  the 
passage  of  this  act.  We  are  particularly  proud  of  this  legislation  because 
there  is  no  history  of  rabies  in  Manatee  County,  therefore,  we  feel  it  is 
certainly  in  the  realm  of  preventive  medicine. 

Shortly  after  the  middle  of  the  year  we  were  further  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  County  Commissioners  had  increased  our  appropriation  so  that 
we  could  add  a  clinic  aide,  heahh  educator,  and  sanitarian  to  our  staff. 
Also  while  preparing  the  budget,  the  County  Commission  appropriated 
funds  to  establish  the  first  county-operated  sanitary  land  fill  to  replace 
a  very  disagreeable  county  dump.  The  Sanitary  Land  Fill  Program 
will  come  under  the  Anti-Mosquito  Control  District.  In  addition  to  the 
county  dump,  the  City  of  Palmetto  has  applied  to  come  under  this  same 
program  thereby  eliminating  their  present  surface  dump. 

In  August  the  health  department  moved  from  its  quarters  in  the 
Courthouse  to  the  new  Manatee  County  Health  Center  with  the  afore- 
mentioned increase  in  staff.  This  new  building  should  improve  our  pro- 
gram considerably.  It  also  makes  possible  the  revival  of  a  former  service 
—  a  dental  clinic  for  indigent  children.  The  equipment  for  this  clinic 
was  furnished  by  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Bradenton  and  it  will  be  staffed 
by  dentists  of  Manatee  County. 

Before  the  end  of  1955  the  City  of  Bradenton  will  have  a  sewage 
disposal  plant  in  operation.  This  is  the  only  municipal  sevyage  disposal 
system  in  Manatee  County.  We  have  recently  had  a  pnvate  sewage 
disposal  unit  established  by  the  owners  of  a  trailer  park  in  Manatee 
County.  It  is  hoped  that  both  of  these  sewage  disposal  units  will  serve  as 
examples  for  other  municipalities  and  individuals  to  provide  for  human 
excreta  disposal." 

Pinellas  County:  Dr.  Ballard 

"The  most  outstanding  accomplishments  in  sanitation  in  1955  were 
water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal.   The  water  system  for  St.  Petersburg 
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is  cOTnplcted  and  sewerage  systems  of  North  Redington  Beach  and  Largo 
have  been  completed.  We  now  have  under  construction  the  water  supply 
system  of  Pinellas  Ck>unty  and  sewage  disposal  plants  for  St.  Petersburg, 
Safety  Harbor  and  Kenneth  City  sub-division.  Sewerage  projects  are 
in  the  active  planning  stages  for  Long  Key,  Treasure  Island  and  Gulf- 
port,  j 

When  the  county  water  project  is  completed,  Pinellas  County  will 
very  probably  have  better  coverage  by  public  water  supplies  than  any 
other  county  in  the  state.  1956  will  probably  be  the  first  year  in  the  history 
of  Pinellas  County  that  the  number  of  new  sewerage  connections  will 
exceed  the  number  of  new  septic  tanks  installed. 

Our  municipalities  are  doing  outstanding  jobs  in  correcting  their 
sewage  disposal  problems  and  our  major  efforts  are  now  being  directed 
toward  getting  the  fringe  area  sanitation  problems  corrected.  The  county 
health  department,  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  the  County  Board 
of  Health  have  recommended  to  the  County  Commissioners  that  action 
be  taken  to  establish  a  county  sewerage  system.  County  Commissioners 
retained  a  consulting  engineering  firm  to  study  this  project. 

In  cooperation  with  Florida  State  University  School  of  Hotel  & 
Restaurant  Management  we  initiated  a  new  concept  in  food  handler 
training  —  a  training  program  solely  for  restaurant  managers.  Emphasis 
is  being  placed  on  achieving  better  organization,  training  and  supervision 
of  employees  by  management. 

Participation  of  the  community  in  the  nursing  program  was  outstand- 
ing with  literally  hundreds  of  lay  and  professional  persons  helping  plan 
and  carry  out  the  program.  A  few  of  the  services  were  vision  testing, 
hearing  testing,  assisting  in  clinics,  serving  on  planning  committees,  mak- 
ing possible  the  correction  of  physical  defects  in  the  indigent  and  forming 
transportation  committees. 

During  February  1955  representatives  of  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment, Budget  Board,  Conmaissioners,  Board  of  Health  and  State  Board 
of  Health  met  and  approved  that  we  operate  on  a  state  fiscal  year,  thus 
eliminating  the  old  combination  of  county  and  state  budget  preparations. 

A  fluoridation  program,  promoted  by  the  Pinellas  County  Health 
Department  Dental  Division,  was  approved  by  St.  Petersburg  City  Council 
and  introduced  into  the  city  water  supply  on  August  9,  1955.  This 
project  supplies  water  to  140,800  persons.  This  makes  the  1,106th  com- 
munity in  the  United  States  participating  in  fluoridation,  with  a  total 
population  of  21,000,000." 

Wakulla  County:  Dr.  Weathington 

"The  Wakulla  County  Health  Department  has  completed  one  full 
year  of  its  intensified  midwife  program.  Based  on  individual  midwife  in- 
struction, with  strict  supervision,  and  weekly  clinics  for  prenatal  pa- 
tients at  Sopchoppy,  Crawfordville  and  Wakulla,  the  program  has  for 
its   goal   the  delivery  of   all   complicated   cases  in   the  hospital   by  an 
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obstetrician.  Only  routine  deHvcries  are  certified  to  the  midwife  for 
home  delivery.  No  mothers  have  been  lost  and  only  two  babies^either 
of  which  could  be  attributed  to  poor  practice  by  a  midwife.  Ihe  tol- 
lowing  is  the  form,  around  which  the  entire  program  is  based: 

APPOINTMENT  SLIP  AND  PERMIT  FOR  DELIVERY 

BY  MIDWIFE 

This  is  to  certify  that... ^  been  approved  for 

delivery  by  any  licensed  midwife  of  Wakulla  County,   Flonda.   This 

permit   expires --which   is   the   date  for   this  patient 

to  return  to  Clinic. 

\Yjjjulla  County  Health  Department 

The  midwives  are  instructed  to  accept  for  delivery  only  those  women 
who  have  such  a  sUp  issued  by  the  WakulU  County  Health  Department 
which  is  not  out  of  date.  Patients  attending  other  reputable  clmics,  or 
physicians,  are  given  permits  without  exammation." 

Orange  County:  Dr.  Stephens 

"A  soundproof  trailer  with  facilities  for  audiometric  screenir^  of  20 
children  at  a  time  was  placed  in  operation  in  October  1955.  This  umt 
w^  pur<Lsed  by  Ae  North  Orlando  Kiwanis  Club  and  presented  o 
the  County  Health  Department.  It  is  beUeved  to  be  the  on  y  such  umt  m 
the  United  States  that  was  locally  purchased  and  is  locally  operated  in 
thU  cooperative  manner.  The  unit  is  moved  from  school  to  school  givmg 
screening  tests  and  individual  rechecks.  Durmg  the  period  October  7 
through  November  30,  1955,  2,836  children  were  screened,  383  required 
individual  testing,  and  of  these  149  were  referred  to  ^P"^"^^"  ^?! 
of  hearing  loss.  Only  13  of  those  referral  are  known  to  be  under 
treatment  at  the  present  time,  but  the  follow-up  contmues,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  all  will  eventually  be  seen  by  a  specialist. 

Indigent  children  secure  their  corrections  through  the  County  Wel- 
fare Clinic;  others  are  referred  to  private  physicians.  An  °^<^'°'^ 
border-line  case  is  financed  by  the  Orlando  ^iwams  Club  _Up  to 
November  30,  1955  only  one  such  case  has  been  referred  to  the  Ulub. 

Reactions  of  school  principals  and  teachen  have  been  highly  favorable 
because  the  use  of  the  trailer  upsets  school  routine  far  less  than  domg 
^e  ^e  work  in  a  school  room^  or  auditorium.  R^ults  are  also  more 
uniform  and  reliable.  Parents  who^  cWldren  have  been  i°^^°^''^ 
defects  have  on  several  occasions  called  the  health  department  to  ex- 
press their  gratitude  for  this  program." 

Polk  County:  Dr.  Nayfield 

■•An  Enabling  Act  authorizing  the  county  to  levy  »".  a"""^'  f^- "^ 
exceeding  one  miU  on  all  taxable  property  was  enacted  by  "le  last  SUte 
^^Se.    The  PubUc  Health  Committee  of  the  League  of  Women 
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Voters  of  Winter  Haven  worked  diligently  in  promoting  this  legislation. 
The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  Polk  County  realized  the  needs 
of  the  Health  Department  and  generously  levied  the  full  mill  tax. 

This  has  resulted  in  needed  salary  increases  and  additional  personnel. 
A  Dental  Health  Program  is  being  planned  and  the  services  of  a  health 
educator  were  secured.  Necessary  new  equipment  is  also  being  pur- 
chased for  all  of  the  district  offices.    The  millage  was  doubled." 

Sarasota  County:  Dr.  Wright  \ 

"The  County  Commissioners  are  planning  on  building  a  new  health 
department  office  here  in  Sarasota  and  have  put  into  the  budget  $20,- 
000.00  for  this  year  for  this  purpose.  They  plan  to  put  in  $30,000.00 
during  the  next  fiscal  year  1956-57,  and  will  have  then  sufficient  money 
to  meet  their  portion  of  the  cost.  Some  discussions  have  already  been 
held  with  the  consulting  architect  and  with  the  Hospital  Board  with  a 
view  to  putting  the  new  health  department  on  the  grounds  of  the  Coimty 
Memorial  Hospital.  It  is  felt  that  this  would  be  a  choice  location  since 
it  would  put  us  adjacent  to  the  hospital  and  across  the  street  from  the 
Physician's  Building  where  about  half  of  the  local  doctors  have  their 
offices. 

With  the  recent  opening  of  the  new  County  Memorial  Hospital  we 
have  instituted  a  new  pre-natal  service  and  are  now  holding  our  pre- 
natal clinics  at  weekly  intervals  in  the  Tumor  Clinic  located  in  the  new 
hospital.  All  of  the  doctors  on  the  hospital  obstetrical  service  are  now 
on  the  roster  of  the  new  clinic  and  will  serve  in  rotation  during  the 
next  year.  Each  doctor  serves  two  weeks  and  then  goes  to  the  bottom 
of  the  list.  The  health  department  nurses  and  clerks  are  also  working 
in  this  new  clinic,  which  is  for  medically  indigent  pregnant  women. 
We  have  a  plan  worked  up  with  the  hospital  whereby  such  women  can 
attend  the  pre-natal  clinics  and  then  be  admitted  to  the  hospital  and 
have  a  hospital  delivery  done  by  a  licensed  physician  for  the  small  sum 
of  $55.00.  The  doctor  gets  $25.00  of  this  money  and  the  hospital  gets 
$30.00.  By  instituting  this  new  service  we  have  been  able  to  get  along 
without  any  midwives  in  Sarasota  County.  We  also  have  about  97  to  98 
per  cent  of  deliveries  done  in  hospitals."  '  , 

Escambia  County:  Dr.  McSween  \ 

"Escambia  County  was  proud  to  have  two  sanitarians  recognized 
internationally,  nationally  and  by  the  state  for  outstanding  accomplish- 
ments. B.  G.  Tennant  received  the  Sanitarian's  Award  of  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Milk  and  Food  Sanitarians.  The  award  was 
conferred  for  distinguished  service  to  his  county  in  the  field  of  public 
health;  for  his  contribution  to  the  advancement  of  the  sanitarian;  for 
his  meritorious  achievements  in  the  field  of  food  sanitation;  and  for  his 
ability  to  personalize  the  ideals  of  the  sanitarian. 

E.  E.  McGovem  was  selected  by  the  Florida  Association  of  Sanitarians 
as  'The   Outstanding  Sanitarian  of  the  Year*.    He  and   Mr.   Tennant 
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have  worked  together  to  improve  many  phases  of  sanitation;  jointly  pro- 
viding better  garbage  collection,  better  regulations  affectmg  food  sani- 
Ution  and  better  arthropod  control.  Close  cooperation  with  mihtary 
personnel  has  been  maintained  in  all  sanitation  regulations." 

Brevard  County:  Dr.  Speers 

"A  substantial  increase  in  appropriation  from  the  Brevard  County 
Commission  made  possible  the  inauguration  of  a  dental  health  pro^m 
in  October,  1955.  A  dental  hygienist,  Mrs.  Ena  Bishop,  began  work  at 
that  time.  The  first  step  in  the  program  was  a  complete  DMF  survey 
of  elementary  school  children.  At  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  this 
survey  was  approximately  45  per  cent  complete,  a  total  of  2,406  chUdren 
having  been  examined. 

Meanwhile,  an  army  surplus  truck  has  been  purchased  and  is  being 
converted  into  a  mobile  dental  unit.  Much  of  this  work  is  bemg  done 
by  local  high  school  students  as  part  of  their  Industnal  Arts  Program. 
This  unit  will  be  used  in  a  program  of  dental  prophylaxis  and  education 
in  the  areas  of  greatest  need  as  indicated  by  the  results  of  the  survey. 

An  advisory  committee  of  local  dentists  has  been  formed  and  has 
played  an  active  part  in  the  planning  and  supervision  of  the  program 
thus  far.  It  is  expected  that  the  program  will  eventually  mclude  some 
curative  dental  work  for  indigent^  children,  to  be  provided  by  these 
local  dentists  on  a  volunteer  basis." 

Taylor  County:  Dr.  Haynal 

"A  striking  illustration  of  the  great  help  an  active  community  health 
council  can  give  in  the  development  of  local  health  programs  is  found 
in  the  work  of  the  recently  organized  Taylor  County  Health  Council. 

Soon  after  its  organization  in  February,  1955,  this  council  adopted  as 
its  firet  project  a  sanitary  landfill  garbage  disposal  program  for  the  City 
of  Perry  The  County  Health  Department  had  been  agitating  for  sev- 
eral years  trying  to  get  the  city  to  clean  up  its  dump  and  adopt  the 
sanitary  landfill  program.  City  officials  consistently  agreed  that  this 
was  a  good  idea  but  did  not  go  any  further  than  this  until  the  health 
council  began  to  publicize  the  problem  and  promote  the  samtary  landtill 
solution.  Seeing  that  a  group  of  disinterested  citizens  were  concerned 
over  the  problem,  the  city  speedily  took  action,  appropnated  the  neces- 
sary funds  and  as  a  result  Perry  will  soon  enjoy  samtary  garbage  dis- 
posal for  the  first  time  in  history. 

Hearing  of  the  shoestring  budget  the  County  Health  Department  has 
been  operating  on  during  the  past  few  years,  the  Health  Council  decided 
something  should  be  done  now  to  enable  health  department  personnel 
to  expand  their  services  in  this  growing  commumty.  The  council  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  study  health  department  financing  and  make 
recommendations  to  the  Boards  of  County  Commissioners  and  Public 
Instruction     The  committee  recommended  to  these  bodies  mcreases  m 
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local  contributions  amounting  to  twice  what  was  requested  by  the 
health  officer.  While  we  did  not  get  all  that  was  recommended,  local 
contributions  to  the  operation  of  the  health  unit  were  increased  by  a 
greater  percentage  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  unit,  thanks 
largely  to  the  interest  of  the  conmiunity  Health  Council." 

Charlotte  County:  Dr.  Lawrence 

"Charlotte  County  had  one  outstanding  development  during  the  year 
of  1955.  We  were  able  to  convince  the  County  Commissioners,  the 
County  School  Board  and  the  City  Council  of  Punta  Gorda  of  the  need 
for  a  full  time  sanitarian.  Beginning  December  1,  1955  we  now  have 
Mr.  Willard  G.  Thomas  as  a  full  time  sanitarian. 

A  sanitary  land  fill  is  also  being  started.  Our  arthropod  budget  is 
now  being  studied  by  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  we  hope  the 
sanitary  landfill  will  soon  be  operating.  i 

A  future  nurses  club  has  been  organized  by  our  nurse  and  is  very 
active.  The  program  of  this  club  for  the  present  school  year  is  ex- 
ceptionally well  planned  and  has  been  commended  by  the  State  Medical 
Auxilliary." 

Suwannee  County:  Dr.   Workman 

"Starting  in  June  1955,  Arthropod  Control  was  begun  in  the  county 
as  a  part  of  the  Health  Department  program.  This  program  c6vers 
sanitary  landfill  and  fogging  in  the  City  of  Live  Oak.  This  was  made 
possible  by  a  contribution  of  $5,000  by  the  City  of  Live  Oak  to  the  Su- 
wannee County  Commissioners.  October  1st  another  grant  of  $5,000 
was  made  by  the  City  of  Live  Oak  to  carry  the  program  on  until  Sept- 
ember 30,  1956. 

In  Dixie  Coimty  replacement  of  midwives  being  needed,  a  program  of 
training  was  instituted  with  the  help  of  the  Midwife  Consultant  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  This  program  is  progressing  nicely  and  should 
license  a  midwife  in  the  near  future." 

Walton  County:  Dr.  Nelson 

"Through  joint  action  of  the  Board  of  County  Conunissioners  and 
the  Town  Council  a  $65,000  health  center  for  DeFuniak  Springs  has 
been  assured.  The  Commissioners  had  bugeted  $17,500  for  35  per  cent  of 
a  $50,000  health  center  to  be  built  under  the  Hill-Burton  Act,  with  the 
Federal  Government  furnishing  65  per  cent  of  the  money.  In  December 
1955,  when  the  Commissioners  gave  their  $17,500,  it  developed  that 
Federal  aid  would  be  given  in  the  amount  of  65  per  cent  of  $65,000,  and 
the  Council  furnished  the  additional  amount  necessary.  The  Council 
also  furnished  a  site  on  Ninth  Street,  measuring  188.5  feet  by  337.5  feet, 
and  all  preliminary  papers  were  to  be  signed  in  December  1955.  Sherlock, 
Smith  and  Adams  of  Tallahassee  have  been  employed  as  architects  for 
the  building,  and  actual  construction  is  expected  to  start  in  the  near 
future.    The  health  center  will  include  a  doctor's  office,  a  sanitarian's 
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office,  two  nurse's  offices  and  an  X-ray  room,  assembly  room,  laboratory, 
two  clinic  rooms,  examination  room,  reception  room  and  records  ofticc, 
a  waiting  room  with  a  center  division  and  five  other  rooms. 

Sumter  County:  Dr.  Burger 

"The  City  of  Wildwood  is  working  out  plans  for  adequate  water  ^d 
sewer  systems  to  cost  approximately  $485,000.  New  ordinances  are  be- 
ing planned  to  carry  out  these  projects.  The  ordinances  were  drawn 
up  by  Black  and  Associates  of  Gainesville." 

Levy  County:  Dr.  Clinton 

"Mr.  Basil  May,  Sanitarian  in  this  county  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  sanitation  programs.   A  report  is  quoted: 

In  the  early  1940's  a  septic  tank  was  constructed  for  the  City  of 
WilUston  and  the  effluent  from  the  same  was  disposed  of  m  an  open 
lune  rock  pit.    As  the  town  grew  this  became  inadeqiiate  and  m  fact 
became  a  definite  health  menace.    Through  recommendations  from  the 
Florida  State  Board  of  Health,  a  program  was  instituted  m   19^  ^o 
build   a   disposal   plant   and   extend   the   existing  sewer  system.    Alter 
several  attempts  which  failed,  it  became  certain  that  the  whole  project 
depended  upon  public  education  and  enlightenment  toward  the  need. 
Soon  thereafter  the  County  Health  Department  started  a  program  to 
inform  the  citizens  of  WUliston  as  to  the  immediate  need  of  the  project 
Public  meettinges  were  held  and  arguments  were  heard  both  for  and 
against  and  the  arguments  were  finally  resolved  by  a  special  election 
held  October  25,  1955  by  which  the  proponents  of  the  project  secured  a 
comfortable  majority  of  the  votes.  The  City  Council  then  immediately 
went  into  action  and  hired  engineers  and  fiscal  agents  to  survey  the 
project,  and  on  November   14,   1955  the  Council  passed  a  resolution 
authorizing   the   issuance  of  public  utUity   revenue   certificates  m   the 
amount  of  $275,000.00  in  order  to  construct  a  complete  new  dispel 
plant  and  to  extend  the  existing  sewerage  system  for  the  entire  aty    1  his 
resolution  passed  without  opposition,  being  signed  by  every  member  ot 
the  Council,  and  the  Mayor.  At  present,  the   ground  work  is  almost 
accomplished.   The   firm  of   Smith   and  Gillespie,   engineers,   have  Uie 
plans  and  specifications  in  the  last  stages  of  development  and  the  yalida- 
iion   petition   for   the   certificates  will   come   up   for  final   hearing  on 
Tanuiv    16,   1956,  after  which   they  will  be   immediately  sold  by  the 
firm  of  Leedy,  Wheeler  and  Alleman  of  Orlando,  bids  advertised  and 
contracts  let.  The  whole  project  should  be  completed  and  m  operation 
by  the  Fall  of  1956  marking  a  great  step  forward  m  the  development 
of  this  central  Florida  community." 

Nassau  County:  Dr.  McClane 

"We  are  now  occupying  a  beautiful  new  building  well  designed  and 
laid  out ;  substantial  construction  which  would  be  a  credit  to  any  com- 
munity;  total  cost  $52,943.50;  approximately  3,000  square  feet  floor 
space;  beautifully  and  adequately  equipped. 
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We  have  no  intention  of  letting  down  on  the  Civil  Defense  or  disaster 
programs.  A  complete  new  mobile  trailer  unit  capable  of  bcmg  any 
place  at  any  given  time  is  now  a  fact.  This  unit  has  one  3000  Watt  Ma 
generator  with  20  gallon  gas  tank  and  one  28  volt  DC  generator  for 
charging  of  6,  12  and  24  volt  batteries,  together  with  2- way  radio, 
sufficient  medical  suppUes,  etc.,  to  take  care  of  reasonable  casualties. 

The  Callahan  Clinic  is  set  up  as  a  secondary  headquarters  in  the 
event  we  have  to  work  for  the  mainland.  The  clinics  are  well  equipped 
—  have  gas  for  sterilization  and  portable  electric  generators  for  lights. 

Femandina  Beach  is  expected  to  have  in  operation  in  May  of  1956, 
extensive  sewer  lines  and  disposal  plants.  It  is  anticipated  that  sewerage 
and  disposal  plants  wUl  be  ready  in  Callahan  in  about  two  years.  Mil- 
liard now  has  completed  new  water  systems  ready  to  serve  the  entire 
village. 

In  Baker  County  bids  will  soon  be  let  for  a  county  hospital,  but  just 
how  soon  the  facihties  will  be  available  is  undetermined  at  this  time. 
It  is  anticipated  when  this  county  hospital  is  completed,  considerable  ot 
our  morbidity  work  can  be  dispensed  with  and  more  time  put  mto 
preventive  medicine. 

Installed  in  our  headquarters  buUding  is  a  3000  watt  generator, 
which  in  event  of  emergency,  wiU  supply  the  health  department  with 
sufficient  current  to  operate  and  also  to  keep  the  Sheriffs  radio  and 
receiver  in  operation." 

Jackson  County:  Dr.  Lxingston 

"On  January  19,  1955  the  County  Commissioners  of  Jackson  County 
let  the  contract  for  construction  of  the  Jackson  County  Health  Depart- 
ment building.  Parker-Brown  Construction  Company  of  Dothan,  Ala- 
bama was  the  low  bidder  and  received  the  contract  for  constructing  the 
building  of  5,100  square  feet  of  floor  space  at  a  cost  of  $74,411.  Con- 
struction of  the  building  was  somewhat  delayed  due  to  difficulty  m 
securing  the  necessary  building  materials.  The  building  at  the  present 
time  is  approximately  95  per  cent  complete.  The  completion  date  is 
expected  to  be  February  1,  1956.  We  are  in  the  process  of  selecting  the 
n^essary  equipment  for  which  $8,800  has  been  allocated.  The  County 
Commissioners  have  asked  for  quotations  from  several  busmess  and 
medical  supply  houses.  Should  no  difficulties  be  encountered  m  securmg 
the  equipment,  the  building  should  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  March  1, 
1956.    The  toul  expected  cost  of  the  project  is  $87,500. 

In  Calhoun  County,  Federal  funds  in  the  amount  of  $44,850  have 
been  allocated  and  $24,150  of  local  funds  have  been  earmarked  for  the 
construction  of  the  Calhoun  County  Health  Department  Building.  At 
the  present  time  we  are  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications by  Sheriock,  Smith  and  Adams  of  Tallahassee  and  Montgomery 
to  be  submitted  to  state  and  federal  representatives.  The  total  cwt  of 
the  building  and  equipment  is  expected  to  be  approximately  $69,000. 
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DIVISION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING 

RUTH  E.  METTINGER,  R.N.,  Director 

The  Division  of  PubUc  Health  Nursing  has  supported  and  worked 
with  aU  the  bureaus  and  divisions  of  the  State  Board  of  Healdi  aiid  aU 
county  health  units  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  pubhc  health  in 
general  and  continued  increase  in  quahty  and  performance  of  nursing 
^rvice.  Emphasis  has  been  on  progressive  training  and  study,  both  formal 
and  informal. 

IN-SERVICE  EDUCATION 

Institutes:     In  order  to  render  the  best  possible  services  to  the  com- 
munities, refresher  courses  have  been  held  in  various  subjects: 

Nine  institutes  on  heart  disease  control  were  held  in  January.  Miss 
Jane  Wilcox,  Chief  Nurse  Consultant,  Heart  Disease  Control  Center, 
National  Institute  of  Health,  was  one  of  the  principal  discussarits.  Pre- 
paration for  these  institutes  was  made  jointly  with  the  Division  ot 
Heart  Disease  Control,  State  Heart  Association,  Flonda  State  Nurses 
Association  and  the  Division  of  PubHc  Health  Nursing.  Over  900  nurses 
participated. 

The  Florida  Council  for  the  Blind  planned  in  conjunction  with  the 
Nursing  Division  a  one-day  conference  January  25.  Mr.  George  Em- 
manuele  of  the  Council  and  Mrs.  Bemadine  Blatt,  pubhc  health  nurse 
consultant  for  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blmdness,  were 
discussants.  All  pubUc  health  nurses  in  the  area  (Jacksonville)  were 
invited  to  attend. 

To  better  acquaint  the  nurses  with  certain  phases  of  the  Crippled 
Children's  Commission,  a  workshop  was  held  May  26-27.  Nurse  con- 
sultants from  the  state  office  as  weU  as  public  health  nurses  m  the  north- 
eastern area  attended.  Miss  Carolyn  Blair,  Nurse  Consultant,  Cnppled 
Children's  Commission,  conducted  the  workshop. 

The  annual  Obstetrics  Seminar  in  Daytona  (sponsored  by  the  Bureau 
of  Maternal  and  Child  Health)  continues  to  draw  nur»ps  from  the  field 
of  public  health  and  hospitals.  There  has  been  ^  defimte  mcre^  in 
nur^e  attendance  each  year:  1951,  7;  1952,  31;  1953,  77;  1954,  96  and 
1955,  102. 

So  that  the  nurses  would  be  better  informed  as  to  their  role  in  the 
venereal  disease  control  program,  a  series  of  eight  institutes  were  held  m 
September  and  October.  Planning  for  the  program  was  done  by  the 
Division  of  Venereal  Disease  Control,  Division  of  Pubhc  Health  Nursmg 
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and  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service.  Miss  Alice  Clark,  phie' 
Nurse  Consultant,  Venereal  Disease  Control,  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service, 
was  the  nursing  leader.  The  entire  staff  of  each  county  health  unit 
was  invited  to  attend  and  participate. 

Exchange  visits:  The  tuberculosis  hospital  exchange  visits  were  con- 
tinued in  1955  with  a  few  changes.  One-day  visits  are  now  scheduled 
for  public  health  nurses,  who  previously  had  a  48-hour  visit.  The  facul- 
ties of  the  tuberculosis  hospitals  have  continued  to  visit  the  county  health 
units  for  two  days. 

I 

A  similar  program  has  been  started  in  the  Florida  State  Hospital  (for 
the  mentally  ill),  Chattahoochee.  This  was  initiated  by  the  Division  of 
Public  Health  Nursing.  The  original  planning  was  done  by  the  director 
of  the  school  of  nursing  at  the  State  Hospital  and  the  director  of 
this  Division.  A  conmiittee  representing  the  county  health  units. 
Bureau  of  Mental  Health,  State  Hospital  and  this  Division  for- 
mulated definite  plans  for  the  orientation.  The  first  group  to  visit  the 
hospital  for  48  hours  was  composed  of  two  health  officers,  a  psychiatrist 
from  the  Bureau  of  Mental  Health,  and  five  public  health  nurses,  includ- 
ing consultants  from  this  Division.  It  is  agreed  that  the  exchange  visit 
to  the  State  Hospital  will  mean  much  to  the  community,  hospital  and 
patient,  bringing  about  a  much  better  understanding  of  the  problems  of 
both  the  health  department  and  hospital.  Therefore,  plans  have  been 
made  for  a  group  of  eight  or  ten  county  personnel  to  visit  the  hospital 
every  other  month. 

In-service  groups:  A  number  of  requests  have  been  made  by  nurses 
for  help  in  methods  or  techniques  in  working  with  people.  This,  of 
course,  requires  a  faculty  who  are  experts  in  the  area  of  human  relations. 
One  study  group  was  selected  to  do  a  pilot  project  this  year  which  we 
hope  will  serve  as  a  pattern  for  developing  similar  programs  throughout 
the  state,  if  the  groups  wish  to  have  them.  This  group  is  in  a  university 
center  and  the  faculty  of  the  university  has  been  very  generous  in 
helping  with  class  plans  and  in  providing  instructors. 

In-service  training:  Seven  nurses  went  to  Gainesville  for  the  orienta- 
tion program  in  public  health  nursing;  three  will  complete  their  third 
month  in  Jacksonville,  January,  1956. 

Advance  education  (Scholarships):  Due  to  the  demand  for  more 
and  better  prepared  nurses,  the  Florida  State  Nurses*  Association  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  study  the  need  for  scholarships.  The  director 
of  this  Division  was  asked  to  represent  public  health  nursing.  As  a  result 
of  much  planning,  the  Florida  State  Nurses'  Association  sponsored  a 
bill  during  the  1955  Legislature  which  passed.  It  carried  an  appropriation 
of  $200,000  for  basic  and  advanced  education  in  nursing.  Tliese  monies 
are  administered  by  the  State  Department  of  Education.    Seven  public 


LOCAL   HEALTH   SERVICE        63 

health  nurees  took  the  competitive  examinations  and  hope  to  enter  a 
school  offering  the  approved  course  in  pubUc  health  nursmg  m  February, 
1956. 

CivU  defense:  Nurses  have  been  encouraged  to  develop  an  awarene^ 
of  the  necessity  for  civil  defense  preparedness.  This  has  been  done  through 
classes  in  the  nursing  aspects  of  atomic  warfare.  Two  classes  were  held 
for  professional  nurses  and  one  class  for  practical  nurses.  .P^^fessiona 
nurses  were  requested  to  hold  classes  in  disaster  nursmg  care  m  their  local 
areas. 

CONSULTANT  FIELD  SERVICE 

Nursing  functions  and  activities  in  public  health  have  been  expanded 
both  in  number  and  kind.  The  consultants  have  assisted  the  public 
health  nurses  in  planning  and  implementing  their  programs  so  that  the 
patient  and  the  county  health  department  would  receive  their  greatest 
benefits;  and  to  work  and  understand  allied  organizations -placing 
emphasis  on  the  interpretation  of  this  relationship  to  all  phases  of 
public  health  nursing  services. 

An  acute  problem  is  the  need  for  more  supervisory  help  for  the  nurses 
in  counties  where  there  is  no  supervisor,  and  the  inability  to  follow- 
through  in  promoting  teaching  techniques. 

One  local  supervisor  retired  and  another  accepted  a  foreign  assign- 
ment. These  positions  were  filled  by  well  qualified  nurses  from  out  ot 
state.  These  changes  necessitated  visits  from  a  consultant  to  onent  the 
new  nurses  in  the  public  health  nursing  program  m  Florida. 

School  nursing:  Much  interest  has  been  manifested  throughout  the 
state  in  ways  to  improve  the  school  health  program.  Consultants  have 
assisted  with  planning  workshops,  which  included  the  staff  from  two  or 
three  county  units.  Representatives  from  the  county  boards  of  education 
also  participated  in  these  meetings. 

Midwifery:  Activities  pertainmg  to  the  midwife  program  have  ^en 
carried  out  state-wide.  A  total  of  336  midwiv^  were  hcensed  in  1955. 
Through  one-day  conferences  and  field  visits,  225  of  the  total  acUve  mid- 
wives  were  reached. 

Two-week  periods  were  spent  in  Alachua  and  Gadsden  Counties  on 
delivery  service.  Assistance  was  given  during  one  delivery  m  each  ot 
the  two  counties. 

Health  councils:  Two  of  the  nursing  consultants  were  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  two  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Council's  meetings.  Assistance  was 
given  with  the  organization  of  a  health  council  m  a  rural  area.  This 
council  has  been  the  means  of  helping  to  promote  sanitation  projects. 
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VISITING  NURSE  ASSOCIATIONS 

The  development  of  combination  services  has  been  emphasized.  Sara- 
sota Ckjiinty  has  started  a  combination  service  in  Venice,  which  is  the 
first  in  the  state;  the  board  of  directors  contributes  to  the  salary  of  the 
nurse  through  the  health  department.  The  nurse  carries  out  the  total 
program  including  home  nursing. 

The  Visiting  Nurse  Association's  Board  in  Hillsborough  County  is 
considering  the  combination  service  in  one  district;  this  service  to  be 
on  a  trial  basis.  | 

Nurses  in  three  of  the  visiting  nurses'  associations  are  paid  jointly  by 
the  board  of  directors  and  the  health  departments. 

Other  health  units  have  been  contacted  and  the  organization  of  similar 
services  explained  to  the  medical  director  and  interested  citizens. 

The  objective  of  a  combined  service  is  to  prevent  the  duplication  of 
v/ork. 

RELD  EXPERIENCE  | 

Plans  formulated  for  field  experience  for  the  students  of  Florida  State 
University  and  Florida  A  &  M  University  in  1954  were  carried  out  in 
1955.  An  evaluation  of  the  field  work  was  made  following  the  two 
months'  experience.  Supervisors,  advisory  nurses  and  the  professor  of 
public  health  nursing  from  the  university  were  asked  to  attend  the  evalua- 
tion meeting.  | 

Plans  for  1956  had  to  be  changed  due  to  the  requirements  of  the 
National  Accrediting  Service  of  the  National  League  for  Nursing.  There- 
fore, two  conferences  were  held  to  work  out  the  policies  of  the  NLN. 

Sbc  students  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  received  field 
experience  in  Florida  in  1955. 

Two  public  health  nurses  from  Chile  received  an  orientation  at 
Gainesville.  They  also  spent  some  time  at  the  premature  center  at  the 
Jackson  Memorial  Hospital  in  Miami. 
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FIELD  ADVISORY  STAFF 

C.  J.  MATHES,  M.D.,  M.P.H.,  Krecfor 

! 

For  the  first  part  of  1955  the  Field  Advisory  Staff  consisted  of  two 

££  Sir  i«".=.'s::  L^  ss  =.=^ 

7^oite  nZ.  consultants  and  the  field  inspector  were  engaged  m  the 
nursing  home  program.  ,  .    . ,     j    •       iQ";>i 

For  administrative  purposes  it  was  th°"gl't^<l^'''«„f;;™«  J^^^ 
to  «.mider  the  nur^dng  home  supervision  and  bcensmg  program  as  an 
tot^^rt  of  the  Field  Advisory  Staffs  general  activity.  The  fun- 
SSafbasic  needs  had  been  met  in  nursing  home  adnuiustration  m 
Sr  Ireas  al^d  the  local  health  departments  were  admmistermg  the 
program  at  the  local  level. 

The  director  of  the  Field  Advisory  Staff  assumed  J^^^u'les^^™: 
vei  when  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  reorganize  the  staff  and  't^  ope'^ 
&  a^!  As  a  result  the  sanitation  consultants  --  -^/„  '° 
three.  The  nursing  home  field  worker  was  assigned  to  *«  P^^'°^  °| 
!.  record  consultant  and  the  two  nurses  contmued  m  a  general  con 
sultldon  <S^".  It  was  planned  that  the  sauiita^n  a^d  -co^ J  -- 
«i1tants  at  reeular  intervak  rotate  their  work  areas.  The  consultants 
wo^out  ofT  central  office.  Therefore,  nursing  home  consdutionui 
Ae  rJl^m  bility  of  the  nurse  and  the  sanitarian  m  that  pa^":"!^,^^ 
f4SS^^  tollte  indicates  that  the  nursing  home  consultation  program 
has  benefited  from  this  arrangement. 

With  the  responsibiUty  of  the  nursing  home  program  as  only  a  part 
of  the  general  emulation  service,  more  time  can  be  spent  m  ^^^^P^^ 
o  our  work  With  the  alteration  of  the  monthly  activity  ^port  "  was 
SoughtXt  basic  indoctrination  in  the  use  of  the  new  form  was  uidicated 
pTr  R^rd  Institutes  were  planned.  JacksonvUle  Panama  City,  W^ 
Pata  B^h  and  Winter  Haven  served  as  centers  for  the  P"bhc  health 
woAeHf  these  areas.  An  average  of  thirty  persons  attended  each 
Institute.  i       -. 

The  Field  Advisoiv  Staff  prepared  two  programs  at  the  annual  meet- 
in  JSf  Se  Florir^Lblic  HealSi  Association:  a  fire  Prevention  demon- 
^tbn^^d  a  program  for  the  clerical  and  admimstrative  penomiel. 

A  panel  on  In-Service  Training  was  presented  at  the  Gulf  Coast 
Conference  in  November.  .  . 

ParticiDation  in  Dade  County  Health  Department's  sanitarian  training 
prS^  w^  a  mutually  beneficial  experience  for  some  members  of  the 

"\he  director  was  invited  to  do  an  evaluation  of  a  county  health  de- 
heretofore. 
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TRAINING 

The  Training  Program  for  the  Florida  State  Board  of  Health  was  re- 
viewed and  altered  during  1955. 

Doctor  John  J.  Wright  from  the  School  of  Public  Health,  University 
of  North  Carolina,  visited  the  state  in  mid-year  at  the  request  of 
the  State  Health  Officer  who  requested  Doctor  Wright  to  observe  the 
status  of  the  Training  Program  and  to  make  recommendations  con- 
cerning it. 

Doctor  Wright  reviewed  the  experience  of  the  Training  Center  at 
Gainesville  from  July  1,  1946,  through  July  31,  1955.  During  this  period 
a  total  of  sixty-two  health  officers,  one  hundred  three  nurses,  one  hundred 
ninety  sanitarians  and  thirty-two  clerks  were  trained. 

When  Federal  and  state  training  funds  were  drastically  reduced  three 
years  ago,  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  no  longer  able  to  continue  its 
provision  of  stipends  for  trainees  and  was  forced  to  reduce  its  financial 
participation  in  the  Center.  This  resulted  in  loss  of  training  staff  at  the 
Center  and  the  shifting  of  financial  responsibility  for  providing  training 
from  the  state  to  the  county  health  departments.  This,  coupled  with  the 
serious  and  prolonged  illness  of  the  director  of  the  Center,  resulted  in 
reduced  effectiveness  of  the  program  as  well  as  a  serious  reduction  of 
personnel  sent  to  the  Center  for  training. 

Five  county  health  departments  have  accepted  student  nurses  from 
the  School  of  Nursing  at  Florida  State  University  for  two  months'  field 
experience  in  public  health  nursing.  Upon  graduation  from  the  four 
year  curriculum  these  girls  are  eligible  for  first-level  positions  in  public 
health  nursing  and  further  graduate  training.  Several  diploma  schools 
of  nursing  use  local  health  departments  for  much  more  limited  type  of 
field  experience.  These  training  activities  on  the  local  level  are  an  ex- 
cellent recruitment  device.  As  a  part  of  his  report  Doctor  Wright  re- 
commended that  the  responsibility  for  training  be  centered  in  the  Field 
Advisory  Staff  and  that  formal  and  field  in-service  training  programs  be 
under  its  supervision.    This  recommendation  has  been  carried  out. 

A  committee  was  designated  for  consideration  of  In-Service  Training. 
Each  of  Doctor  John  Wright's  recommendations  were  discussed  and 
planning  was  begun.  It  was  agreed  that  field  experience  for  the  nurse 
trainees  remain  for  the  present  at  Gainesville  while  all  other  aspects  of 
the  program  be  carried  out  in  Jacksonville  at  the  central  office. 

A  program  for  the  nurses  was  planned  and  beginning  in  November 
three  trainees  began  their  three  months'  experience. 

Plans  were  being  made  at  year's  end  for  the  Training  Program  for 
sanitarians.  It  was  hoped  that  early  in  1956  the  first  group  of  sanitarians 
would  begin  their  training  at  Jacksonville. 
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Health  Officer 
Nurses 

Sanitarians 
Clerks 


TABLE  17 

SUMMARY  OF  TRAINING  1955 

12  3  1  6  2  3 

weeks     weeks     month     weeks     months    months    Total 


1 
2 


1 


(1  from  Chile) 


7 


2 
9 

7 
1 


19 


TABLE  18 
AaiVITIES  OF  THE  FIELD  ADVISORY  STAFF 


CONSULTANT 


Coimties 
Visited 


Number 
Visits 


Sanitation I         f  2 

Record ,»» 

Total I       117 


159 

80 

239 


TYPE  VISITS 


PERSONS  SERVED 


Routine 


112 

61 

168 


,     Old        1      New      IHealth 
Request   Employee  Employee  Officer  Group 


47 
29 
76 


123 
64 

187 


28 

80 

12 

28 

40 

108 

13 

2 

15 


Other 


83 

3 

86 


TABLE  19 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  HOMES  BY  BOUNTY  SHOWI^^^ 

NUMBER  OF  HOMES,  NUMBER  OF  BEDS,  AND  PATIENTS 

BY  RACE  AND  SEX,  AS  OF  DECEMBER  18,   1955 


COUNTIES 


ToUl 
Homes 


Homes  Reported        Beds  Reported 


White     Colored 


State  Total.. 

A.lachua 

Bay 

Brevard 

Broward 

Charlotte 

Citrus 

Columbia. . . . 

♦Dade 

DeSoto 

Duval. 

Escambia. . .  . 

Hardee 

Hernando. . . . 
♦Hillsborough. 

Indian  River. 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Manatee 

Marion 

Martin 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach. . 

Pasco 

♦Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns .  .  .  . 

St.  Lucie .  .  .  . 

SarasoU 

♦Seminole 

Sumter 

Suwannee... 

Volusia 

Washington 


292 
2 
2 
8 
11 
1 
1 
1 
44 
1 
82 
7 
1 
1 
22 
8 
10 
4 
3 
1 
5 
2 
1 
13 
7 
18 
7 
32 
10 
4 
4 
4 
6 
8 
1 
1 
19 
1 


211 
1 
2 
3 
11 
1 

1 
36 

1 
20 

5 

1 
15 
3 
7 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
8 
5 
13 
6 
25 
8 
3 
8 
1 
4 
6 

1 

11 
1 


13 
1 


3 
8 


1 

i 


White 


Colored 


5,416 
26 
28 
45 
256 
11 

9 

1,520 

8 

435 

52 

2 
786 
89 
42 
44 
29 
7 
60 
12 
3 
196 
49 
271 
106 
705 
144 
41 
58 
16 
•89 
110 

20 

257 

10 


304 
6 


90 

'80 

■46 


22 

is 
io 
si 


Patients 


White 


Male 


Female 


1,568 
14 
11 

6 
58 

2 

2 
541     I 

i2i 

7 

1 

221 

14 

7 
18 

2 

4 
18 

8 

84 
14 
67 
20 
191 
28 
9 
14 
11 
27 
25 

6 

68 

4 


2,650 

11 

11 

17 

123 

5 

3 

698 

8 

235 

85 

1 
309 

22 

32 
14 

27 

8 

40 

5 

1 

93 

20 

110 
38 

419 
89 
25 
83 
4 
40 
31 

10 

122 

1 


Colored 


Male 


135 

4 


Female 


122 


55 
24 

12 


33 

'42 

ib 


8 

14 


16 


8 
4 

6 

is 


♦With  Coimty  Homes 


I 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICE  FOR  THE  INDIGENT 

L  L  PARKS,  M.D.,  M.P.H.,  Acting  Director 
ROBERT  CARTER,  B.S., 
Administrative  Analyst 

The  problem  of  providing  essential  hospital  service  for  the  indigent 
is  one  that  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time.  Acting  upon 
a  recommendation  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  Florida  Medical 
Association,  Grovemor  Leroy  Collins  appointed  a  Citizens'  Advisory  Com- 
mittee to  study  this  problem  and  recommend  a  solution.  The  members 
of  this  committee  were  George  T.  Harrell,  M.D.,  Charles  C.  Hilhnan, 
M.D.,  Rep.  J.  B.  Hopkins,  Ralph  W.  Jack,  M.D.,  Edward  Jelks,  M.D., 
Earl  L.  Koos,  Ph.D.,  Mr.  T.  Fletcher  Little,  Robert  B.  Mclver,  M.D., 
John  M.  Mclachlan,  Ph.D.,  Senator  Verle  A.  Pope,  Wilson  T.  Sowder, 
M.D.,  Robert  T.  Spicer,  M.D.,  Mr.  S.  Tanner  Stafford,  H.  Phillip 
Hampton,  M.D.,  Chairman. 

The  committee's  study  and  resulting  report  was  very  thorough.  It 
presented  a  simmiary  of  facilities  and  services  now  available  for  the  care 
of  the  indigent  in  each  county  of  the  state,  and  included  a  specific 
reconunendation  for  the  creation  of  a  state-wide  program  for  providing 
essential  hospntal  care  for  the  indigent. 

The  committee's  report  was  reviewed  by  the  Legislative  Conunittee 
and  approved  by  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  Florida  Medical  As- 
sociation meeting  in  April  1955. 

A  Bill  incorporating  the  recommendations  of  the  committee  was 
drawn  and  presented  to  the  1955  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  Bill 
called  for  the  creation  of  a  program  to  be  administered  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  conjunction  with  each  county  of  the  state  and  pro- 
vided that  the  cost  of  hospital  care  for  the  indigent  be  met  by  a  joint 
state-county  matching  formula  which  limited  the  state's  contribution  to 
not  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  and  required  each  county  to 
provide  not  less  than  50  cents  per  capita  annually  for  its  estimated  popu- 
lation. The  Bill  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  but  the  recommended 
appropriation  of  $3,000,000  for  state  matching  funds  was  reduced  to 
$500,000  and  the  date  for  effecting  the  program  postponed  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1956. 

During  the  last  eight  months  of  1955,  necessary  preparations  were 
made  to  begin  the  operation  of  the  program  on  January  1,  1956.  An 
advisory  committee  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  operation  of 
the  program  was  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law.    The  members  of  the  committee  are  as  follows: 

H.  Phillip  Hampton,  M.D.,  Chairman  —  Tampa 
Pat  N.   Groner,   Hospital  Administrator  —  Pensacola 
Frank  Kelly,  Attorney  —  Miami 
Edward  Jelks,  M.D.  —  Jacksonville 
Richard  Simpson,  Businessman  —  Monticello 
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The  con>mittee',  first  meeting  held  in  Jacbonv^le  J'y^J;-"  jf^^ 

next  annual  session. 

.u    •  ^A  Kv  the  law    several  conferences  have  been  held  with 
As  authorized  }>y^\^^>  ^l^T     Department  for  the  purpose  of 

tfckTJ  X  t  -;  fr£^  :sr  ,3.,.  ™*i.„ 

concerning  this  proposal 
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BUREAU  OF  PREVENTABLE  DISEASES 

L  L.  PARKS,  M.D.,  M.P.H.,  Director 
JAMES  O.  BOND,  M.D.,  M.P.H., 
Epidemiologist  i 

The  following  divisions  make  up  the  Bureau  of  Preventable  Diseases: 
Cancer,  Industrial  Hygiene,  Venereal  Disease,  Veterinary  Public  Health 
(including  Milk  Sanitation),  Nutrition  and  Diabetes,  and  Communi- 
cable Diseases. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year,  activities  in  the  field  of  epidemiology 
were  carried  out  by  the  regular  staff  and  the  director  of  the  bureau. 
In  July,  1955,  the  services  of  a  full  time  epidemiologist,  Dr.  James 
O.  Bond,  were  added. 

The  major  portion  of  the  efforts  of  the  staff,  concerned  with  com- 
municable disease  control  this  year,  were  directed  against  poliomyelitis. 
Fortunately,  a  natural  decline  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  occurred 
for  the  general  ]X)pulation  and  for  all  age  groups,  relieving  the  staff 
of  the  large  task  of  collecting  reports  and  distributing  gamma  globulin, 
which  took  so  much  time  in  1954.  The  rate  per  100,000  fell  from  51.0 
in  1954  to  12.8  in  1955,  or  a  reduction  of  75  per  cent.  Total  cases  fell 
from  1777  to  466. 

The  advent  of  the  Salk  vaccine  against  poliomyelitis  in  April  1955 
presented  many  new  problems  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to  carry  out 
the  first  really  major  preventive  program  against  poliomyelitis.  Table 
20  shows  the  amount  of  Salk  vaccine  received  in  Florida  during  1955 
from  various  sources,  and  its  estimated  use.  During  the  spring,  vaccine 
supplied  by  the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis  was  dis- 
tributed to  all  counties  for  inoculation  of  first  and  second  grade  school 
children.  An  estimated  146,562  children  received  a  first  inoculation, 
and  105,511  received  a  second  inoculation  by  September  1,  1955.  This 
response  rate  of  72  per  cent  for  second  injections  was  better  than  the 
national  average,  and  reflected  the  non-emotional  reaction  in  Florida 
to  the  news  of  the  Cutter  incident  with  contaminated  batches  of  vaccine. 

The  Federal  Poliomyelitis  Assistance  Act  of  1955,  providing  free 
vaccine  to  the  state,  presented  new  duties  and  opportunities  to  the 
bureau  in  the  administration  of  this  program.  After  preparation  and 
approval  of  the  plan  for  administration  of  the  vaccine  supplied  by  the 
Federal  Government,  the  State  Board  of  Health  received  90  per  cent  of 
all  vaccine  allocated  to  Florida.  The  estimated  distribution  by  injection 
number  of  the  205,176  cc.  received  and  distributed  to  the  counties  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health  is  shown  in  Table  20  along  with  the  estimated 
distribution  of  the  56,959  cc.  going  through  regular  commercial  chan- 
nels. 

From  the  total  577,135  cc.  of  Salk  vaccine  received  in  Florida  in 
1955,   an   estimated  270,648   children  received   one   injection  or  more. 
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165,337  of  these  received  two  injections  -"d^f^  of  these  rece.V^ 
three  inoculations.  Since  there  are  an  estimated  1'098,319  children  ages 
0-15  in  Florida,  approximately  one-fourth  of  them  received  one  or  more 
Salk  vaccine  injections  in  1955. 

In  coniunction  with  the  National  Poliomyelitis  Surveillance  Center 
at   the  CoXnicable  Disease  Center  in  Atlanta,  the  bure-  <:X<J. 
n.,t  a  surveUlance  program  to  determine  both  the  safety  and  effective- 
neL  of  the  vTcdne  dhtributed.    Reports  of  poliomyelitis  occurrmgm 
v^cimtted  children  were  obtained  ^d  transmitted  to  CommumcaWe 
S^e^  Center.   Table  21  gives  the  pertinent  data  on  these  cases_  I    «all 
be  noted  that  only  four  cases  were  reported  as  paralytic    and  of  the 
remak^g  twenty-five  non-paralytic  cases,  six  were  considered  a.  not 
E  p^Uomyelitl  after  review  of  the  laboratory  and  clinical  evidence^ 
TheTults  Jf  the  laboratory  studies  on  these  cases  are  show"  m  TaWe 
21      There   was   no   evidence   that   would   incrmimate  any  lots  of  the 
vLine  ^containing  live  virus,  and  in  fact,  there  was  no  reaction  what- 
soever  reported  after  vaccination. 

Twentv-two  of  these  cases  in  vaccinated  children  occurred  over  the 
peri^   Tune  1  to  October  31,  during  which  time  there  were  relative  y 
Few^oiurations  made  and  an  estimate  of  the  total  numbers  of  vaccinat- 
^  and^unv^inated  children  could  be  made.    Acceptmg  the  ongina 
Sa^ls  of^liomyelitis  and  their  paralytic  status,  a  «.mp™  o^ 
the  attack  raws  in  die  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  children  is  shown 
S  Table  22     since  the  diagnosis  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  is  rather 
difficulC  as  shown  by  the  evaluation  of  the  cases  in  vaccmated  children) 
rdpa^isons  least' subject  to  bias  are  for  the  rates  of  paralV "c  Poho- 
,T,vplitU     It  is  seen  that  the  vaccinated  children  had  a  rate  ol   l.i  per 
WO  OTO  and  the  unvaccinated  4.9.   If  it   is  assumed  that  the  rate  m 
he 'rci"a«d  group  would  have  been  that  of  the  unvaccina  ed  g^ups 
had   they  not  been  immunized,   the  reduction  of  73   P^r  «nt  m  tne 
incident  rate  may  be  attributed  to  the  vaccine.   Sources  of  bias  m  such 
rcomp^i^n  Z  in  the  population  estimates,  the  accuracy  of  reporting 
Lid  Ta^^s    and  the  fact  the  unvaccinated  children  were  not  tme 
^^ntrols.'^owever,  similar  comparison  in  other  states^owed  consistent 
reductions  of  the  same  magnitude,  and  it  is  concluded  that  they  truly 
reflect  the  protective  effect  of  the  vaccine. 

Despite  the  dramatic  interest  in  poliomyelitis  this  year  the  other  f aim- 
liar  childhood  diseases  presented  problems  which  were  ^ept  under  cK^e 
observation.  Whooping  cough  showed  a  marked  "se  "  «P°^«d^^ 
riHpnre  with  1080  cases  reported  compared  to  339  in  lyot.  me  c*,c 
fataUty  Tate  remained  essentially  unchanged  from  previous  years  (13 
A^hl  1  2  nercTnt^  indicating  this  was  not  due  to  mcreased  reporting. 
eS^o  •  hLeTllhs  w^e  in'vestigated  and  the  foUowing  info^auon 
obfained-  seven  were  confirmed  as  due  to  pertussis;  six  under  one 
velTof  aee  S^d  five  were  six  months  or  under.  All  but  one  were  negroes^ 
None  of  A^  in^I^ts  had  received  any  immunization  against  whoopmg 
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cough.  This  information  was  used  to  alert  physicians  and  health  de- 
partments of  the  need  for  more  complete  and  earlier  immunizations  of 
colored  infants.  The  marked  rise  in  incidence  this  year  was  felt  to  be 
due  to  the  cyclical  rise  noted  every  three  to  four  years  in  the  past. 
This  indicates  a  build  up  of  susceptibles  is  going  on  in  the  infants  and 
children  and  represents  the  need  for  continual  emphasis  on  immuniza- 
tions. 

Although  total  diphtheria  incidence  was  essentially  unchanged  from 
the  last  five  years  (99  cases,  1955)  the  fact  that  it  is  not  falling  is  of 
some  concern.  Two  areas  in  the  state  experienced  unusual  increases 
in  incidence  and  were  given  careful  observation.  It  was  found  that  most 
of  the  cases  were  occurring  in  the  low  income  groups  and  in  one  area 
90  p)crccnt  of  the  cases  did  not  have  adequate  immunization.  Only  six 
of  twenty-nine  cases  studied  were  typical  diptheria  with  toxic  effects 
evident.  The  remainder  were  either  very  mild  or  had  only  positive  throat 
cultures  after  contact  investigation.  It  was  noted  that  three  distinct 
diphtheria  types  were  cultured  from  different  geographic  areas,  in- 
dicating no  apparent  epidemiological  link  between  the  areas.  Again,  it 
was  concluded  that  immunization  levels  in  the  lower  income  groups  are 
probably  lower  than  is  realized.  i 

Other  communicable  diseases  presented  no  especial  problems.  Ty- 
phoid fever  remained  at  the  level  of  one  case  p>er  100,000  population 
where  it  has  been  for  the  past  five  years.  The  names  of  88  typhoid 
carriers  are  currently  on  file  in  the  Bureau.  Tetanus  remains  as  the 
major  cause  of  death  from  communicable  disease  (53  cases,  29  deaths) 
other  than  tuberculosis  and  venereal  disease.  There  were  no  significant 
outbreaks  of  unusual  diseases  this  year. 

The  unusual  disease  of  1954,  termed  Tallahassee  Strain  Poliomyelitis, 
was  restudied  by  the  Bureau  in  July  1955,  The  epidemiologic  records 
collected  during  the  outbreak  in  the  fall  of  1954  were  analyzed  and  a 
special  re-evaluation  of  twenty  random  sample  cases  made.  The  original 
observation  of  the  selective  risk  of  white,  married,  adult  females,  and 
the  absence  of  risk  in  negroes,  children,  aged,  and  college  students  was 
statistically  confirmed.  It  was  concluded  that  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  cases  were  due  to  suggestibility  and  anxiety,  a  small  number  due  to 
true  poliomyelitis,  and  the  remainder  (estimated  75  percent  of  the 
repxjrted  cases)  due  to  an  unknown  conmiunicable  disease  bearing  certain 
resemblances  to  similar  outbreaks  reported  from  Iceland  and  England. 
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hundred  sixty^ght  were  control  homes  one  block  away.  From  th«e 
homersixtyW  children  in  the  sludge  group  and  seyenty-mne  m  the 
o^mrol  group  submitted  specimens  of  stool  for  mtestmal  parasite  «- 
Z^n^  Only  one  was  Vtive  for  ascans  and  th.s  was  from  Ae 
sludge  Eioup.  Although  viable  ascans  eggs  are  found  m  the  dned  sludge 
uTd  forfertiUzer,  it  was  concluded  they  did  not  present  a  sigmficant 
risk  of  infection  to  the  children. 

In  addition  to  the  above  special  studies  and  routine  duties  a  consider- 
ab  e  ^Z  of  time  was  s^t  in  revising  the  State  Board  of  Hea^A 
Rules^nd  Regulations  for  Control  of  Commumcable  Diseases.  Many 
wU^for TctuitTto  student  nurses,  medical  students  and  others  were  made 
Si  co™^ble  diseases  and  epidemiology..  It  is  a^-pated^^hat  m 
the  future,  the  services  of  the  epidemiologist  will  not  be  I^"^d  to 
coLiunicible  diseases,  but  applied  also  to  the  chrome  diseases  which 
are  our  major  public  health  problems. 


TABLE  20 

ESTIMATED  USE  OF  SALK  VACCINE  RECEIVED  IN  FLORIDA— 1955 


Source 


NFIP 

Federal.... . 
Commercud. 


Estimated  cc'b  Vaccine  Uaed 


Ist  Injection 


2nd  Injection 


ToUl. 


146,562 

105,113 

18,973 

270,648 


8rd  Injection 


105,511 

50,679 

9,147 

165,387 


1,988 
859 


Vaccine  Unused 
as  of  12  /81 
Returned  or  Expired 


2,347 


62,927 

47,396 
28,480 


188,803 


Total 


815,000 

205,176 

56,959 

577,186 


Intestinal  parasites  remain  one  of  the  most  frequently  reported  com- 
municable diseases,  although  they  are  of  minor  importance  as  causes  of 
morbidity  and  mortality.  A  special  study  of  the  risk  of  obtaining  ascaris 
infection  from  sewage  sludge,  used  as  lawn  fertilizer  was  carried  out  in 
Tampa  in  cooperation  with  the  Hillsborough  County  Health  Department. 
Three  hundred  twenty-two  households  were  visited  of  which  one  hund- 
red  fifty-four  had   used   sludge   as   fertilizer  on   their  lawns   and   one 
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TABLE  22 

REPORTED  CASES  POUOMYEUTIS,  RORIDA  AGES  5-9,  BY 

VACQNATION  HISTORY  AND  PARALYTIC  STATUS 

JUNE  1— OaOBER  31,  1955 


75 


Oroap 


Vaccinated... 
Unraccinatad 


Population 


149,664** 
224.607 


Par. 


2 

11 


Total i       874.171     |       18 


Non-Par. 


19 
14 


88 


Total 


21 
46* 


Rate  per  100,000  PopoUtioB 


Par. 


87* 


4.9 


8.6 


Non-Par. 


12.6 
6.2 


8^ 


Total 


14.0 
20.6 


17.9 


*Includea  21  unapedfied 
•*Chfldren  reedvinf  one  or  more  Injectiona 


TABLE  23 

TYPHOID  FEVER,  DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS  AND  TETANUS 

REPORTED  CASES,  DEATHS  AND  IMMUNIZATIONS  WITH  RATES, 

FLORIDA  1950  -  1955,  BY  SINGLE  YEARS 


Tear 


Rate  per 

100,000 

Peculation 


Deaths 


Rate  per 

100,000 

Popaiati<m 


Imnranisations 

Reported 

by  Health 

Officer 


Pereeat  <tf 
Population 
Immuniaed 


M  M  M  M  M 


M  M  M 


M  M  M  M  M  M 


o  m 


... 


MM 


TYPHOID 


1960 

48 

1961 

81 

1962 

46 

1968 

66 

1964 

81 

1966 

66 

1^ 
]  1 
1^ 

1.8 
1.6 


1 
1 
2 
1 
0 
1 


.04 

.08 

.06 

.06 

.0 

.02 


116,146 

118.009 

107^80 

86,668 

68,668 

64.460 


4.1 
8.8 
8.6 
2.7 
2.0 
1.8 


DIPTHERIA 


o  o 


o»  o  o  o  ^  •  w  "^  N  ■*  « ■*  « -^  ?? «  «  2  r:*  t?  e*!^  2  S5S^12 12  S  2 


^lOiOtO 


«o<e(D(0(0<o<o     t>t~t- 


00  0>  O  •-<  C4  M  C4  O 


s 
(2 


^^^^^^^^^^^^u^^^^^^^^u^^^^^^ 


I 


ShSSS2h»l.»>.Shhh(^SSSSS&^2SSSShSB^ 


< 


a 
t 


I960 
1961 
1962 
1968 
1964 
1966 


97 
66 

82 
114 
114 
99 


8^ 

1.7 
8.6 
8.6 
2.7 


8 
6 
7 
12 
10 
7 


.28 
.21 
.28 
M 

.81 
.19 


68,266 
68.681 
66,776 
76,888 
76,469 
82,477 


2a 
14 

2.2 

?J» 
2.8 
2J 


PERTUSSIS 


1960 

471 

1961 

920 

1952 

291 

1968 

209 

1964 

889 

1966 

1.060 

16.8 

8 

.28 

17.4 

27 

Jt 

9.7 

6 

.18 

6.7 

4 

J2 

10.4 

1 

.08 

29.6 

18 

.86 

88,598 
88,746 
47.891 
62^5 
61.611 
67,969 


1.2 
1.8 
1.6 
2.0 
1.9 
1.9 


TETANUS 


1960 
1961 
1962 
1968 
1964 
1966 


48 
84 
46 
44 
69 
68 


1.6 
1.2 
1.6 
1.4 
1.8 
1.6 


35 
24 
27 
82 
89 
29 


1.26 

^^1 

.82 

72.468 

.89 

86,867 

1.02 

95,028 

1.12 

94.286 

.79 

104.748 

2J) 
2.6 
2.9 
8.1 
2.9 
2.9 
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TABLE  24 

TOTALS  Of  RH»ORTED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  BY  COUNTIES, 
RORIDA,  1955,  AND  STATE  TOTALS  FOR  1953  AND  1954 


Coonty 


1 


s 


I 


M 
O 

S 

•3 


state  195S.. 
SUte  1954.. 
State  1956., 


10 

9 

12 


Alachua. . . . 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford . . . 
Brevard. . . . 
Broward . . . 
Cahoan  — 
Chariotte.. 

Citrua 

Clay 

ColUer 

Colombia.. 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Dixie 

Darai 

Escambia.. 
Flacler ... 

Franklin.  . 

Gadaden . . . 

GUchrist... 

Glade*. ... 

Gulf 

HamitoB . . 

Hardee 

Hendry .  .  . 

Hernando. 

Highlands     . 

Hillsborough. 

Holmee 

Indian  Rirer. 

Jackson 

Jefferson .... 

LjJayette. . . . 

Lake 

Leon 

Lisry.  ....... 

Lib«^ 

Madison 

Manatee. .  . . 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa .    . . 
Okeechobee. 

Orange 

Osceola.  .  .  . 
Palm  Beach 

Pasco 

Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns. . . 

St.  Lucie      . 

SanU  Rosa. 

Sarasota 

Seminoto.  . . 

Sumter 

Suwannee.  . 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington 


5.717 
5,640 
5.852 


328 
344 
388 


71 
4 

67 

17 

70 
220 

10 

16 
8 

22 

18 

81 
1^47 

19  . 
4  . 
480 
156 
6 

10 

47 
7 
4 
7 

11 

18 
8 

18 

29 

487 
19 

21 

66 

9 

2 

118 

61 

60 

16 

6 

24 

88 

64 

16 

61 

17 

87 

8 

291 


262 

61 

636 

188 

41 

62 

52 

14 

91 

67 

18 

24 

23 

5 

262 

18 


88 


2 

1 

116 


27 

18 

2 


1.900 
2,144 
3^1 


1 
69 


81 

99 

117 

2 

22 

■  ■  •  • 

6 
41 

969 
2 

156 

85 

8 

27 


60 

287 


11 


4 
84 


1 
15 


8 


80 


! 


2 
1 


46 

11 

66 

1 

2 

18 

10 

1 

127 

101 

"66 

1 

688 

21" 

106 

17 

68 

68 

10 


4 

1 

1 

20 

18 


1 


I 


(J 


> 


a, 

t 

a 
H 


J 

a 
o 

O 


I 

o 
3 


t 


68 

6 


96 

106 
158 


114 

114 

99 


186 


1 
12 

26 


177 
102 
144 


2  ... 


6 
i6 


1 
2 

*i 

1 

'isl 


6 
2 

i 

6 


53 

48 
68 


1 

io 


11 

8 


9 
13 
19 


305 
126 
190 


1 

10 


1 
11 


15 

"i 


6 
'40 


85 

is 

"6 
3 

4 

•  •  ■ 

•  ■  • 

2 
6 

28 


4 
14 


11.459 
11,841 
12.146 


109 
71 
69 


22 
9 

"i 
*  i 

*"2 

4 


12 
1 
1 
1 
6 


8 
1 
2 

4 


1,846 

1 

186 

8 

40 
243 

■  •  •  •  • 

6 

4 

22 

64 

29 

1.628 


1,798 

1,229 

2 

1« 

265 

■  "8 

1 

12 

1 

7 

98 

1.248 

8 

12 

168 

19 

1 

77 

86 

1.094 


1 

i 


84 

98 


41 
1 


2t 

188 

15 

184 

8 

168 

64 


68 

219 

237 

59 

8 

66 

8 

26 

96 

62 

68 

7 

7 

29 

20 

81 

11 


1 
2 
2 


8 


25 
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TABLE  24  (continued) 

TOTALS  OF  RB>ORTED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  BY  COUNTIES, 
FLORIDA,  1955,  AND  STATE  TOTALS  FOR  1953  AND  1954 


County 


11 

»>5 


8 

bi 
O 


S 


c 
c 

9 

C 


I 

hi 

a 

S 
*» 

a 


•§.1 

M 


m 

-a 


8 

I 


S. 
6 


M 


"a 

o 

a 
£ 


s 

>> 
S 

o 
"o 


m 

a 

e 

J 


State  1953. 
SUte  1954. 
State  1955. 


Alachua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford .  . . 
Brevard .... 
Broward . . . 
Calhoun .... 
Charlotte. . 

Citrus 

Clay 

Collier .... 
Columbia . . 
Dade 

DeSoto 

Dixie 

Duval 

Elscambia 

Flagler 

Franklin.  .  .  . 

Gadsden .  .  .  . 

Gilchrist 

Glades ...... 

Gulf 

Hamilton . . . . 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando.  .  . 

Highlands.  .  . 

HillBborough. 

Holmee 

Indian  River, 

Jackson . . . . . 

Jefferson .  .  . . 

Lafayette. . . 

Lake 

Leon 

JuOvjr  *  ****** 

Liberty 

Madison.... 
Manatee.  .  . 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe .... 

Nassau 

Okaloosa .  .  . 
Okeechobee. 

Orange 

Osceola.  .  .  . 
Palm  Beach 

Pasco 

Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam .... 
St.  Johns. .  . 
St.  Lucie. . . 
Santa  Rosa . 
Sarasota . . . . 
Seminole.  . . 

Sumter 

Suwannee.  . 

Taylor 

Union 

Voliisia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington 


301 
303 
262 


15 

"5 
7 


6 

98 

'  i 

11 
32 


4.206 
4,772 
8,551 


367 


1 
1 

i 

19 


1,406 
279 
157 


8 

18 
1 


298 

"ii 

18 

126 

87 

*"i 

24 

"ii 

42 

iis 

2 

11 

47 

59 

is 

34 

1 

128 

88 

1 

48 

78 

3 

31 

326 

39 

1 

189 

62 

281 


28 
1 
8 


20 

27 


11 


96 
55 
51 


16 

*i 
2 
3 

6 


125 
119 
169 


104 

"60 
45 
22 
18 
84 
18 
17 

i 

62 


6 
75 

1 
78 
10 
84 
24 
58 
38 


19 
11 
13 


12 
8 


9 


1,316 

10,766 
1,495 


102 
96 
88 


1 


1 
2 

i 

io 
i 


18 

'25 
21 


1 

12 
1 

337 


54 

40 

"i 

2 

"4 
29 


5 

48 
» 

4 
8 
8 

14 
186 


1 

io 


18 

7 


1,112 
1,516 
1,933 


14 

26 
21 

is 
"i 

18 

563 
2 

'ei 

103 
2 
1 


7 
17 
16 


10 
51 
7 
1 
1 
88 
1 


144 
2 

128 
96 
14 
99 


16 
220 

"ii 


78 
66 
48 


8 

i 

14 
20 

"8 

2 

17 


12 


5 

8 

88 

46 


82 

112 

250 

2 

60 

28 

2 

"8 

"i 

17 
2 


8 
14 

4 


959 
747 
731 


9 

4 
383 


65 
70 


783 

1,777 

466 


1 

4 
184 


2 
1 

'8 

2 

12 


•  • 


2 
1 
2 

"4 
27 


163 


21 
11 


1 

18 

2 


1 

781 


15 
2 

28 
1 

20 

26 


2 

1 


58 
84 

77 


6 
1 
1 


1 
1 


1 

i 


2 
2 


21 
1 

2 
4 


2 
1 


8 
1 


1 
1 
1 

2 
8 
8 
2 


1 

1 
1 


>  •  •  •  ■ 


I   I 
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TABl£  24  (continued) 

TOTALS  OF  REPORTED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  BY  COUNTIES, 

RORIDA,  1955,  AND  STATE  TOTALS  FOR  1953  AND  1954 


County 


SUte  1963 . 
SUte  1954. 
State  1956. 


AlAcfaua. . 
Baker.... 

Bay 

Bradford.. 
Brevard.  . 
Broward. . 
Calhoun.  . 
Charlotte. 

Citrus 

Clay 

Corner.... 
Columbia. 

Dade 

DeSoto... 


Dixie 

Duval 

Escambia 

Flagier 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gilchrist 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamilton . .  . . 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando . . . . 
Highlands. ... 
Hills  borou^. 

Holmes 

Indian  River. 

Jackson 

Jefferson   ... 

Lafayette 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison. ... 
Manatee... .. 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee . 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach. 

Pasco 

PineUaa 

Polk 

Putnam .... 
St.  Johns.  . . 

St.  Lucie 

3anU  Elosa. . 
Sarasota .  . . . 
Seminole. ... 

Sumter 

Suwannee. . . 

Taylor 

Union 

VolnsU 

WakuUa 

Walton 

Washington 


J8 

"5 


I 


a 
OSS' 


I 

a 
o 

1 


I 


M 

ft 
CO 


I 


108 
196 
167 


11 


29 
8 


91 

68 

228 


1 
if 


68 


26 


22 
1 


1 
16 


181 
2 
1 


2 


•Includes  Paratyphoid  Fever 
♦♦Includes  Streptococcal  Infection 


692 
682 

726 


1 

1 

16 


9 
18 


78 


6,722 
6,894 
6,541 


208 
86 


115 


1 

6 

12 


47 
8 
16 
1 
26 
16 
12 


8 
22 
84 


69 
8 
82 
10 
64 
484 
4 
10 
1 
18 
88 
40 
1,176 
28 
8 
924 
414 
6 
11 
107 
8 
4 
6 
11 
8 
1 
8 
89 
279 
1 
14 
24 
18 
1 
48 
48 
87 
1 
8 
20 
41 
86 
21 
42 
10 
17 
4 
187 
14 
287 
11 
194 
269 
84 
16 
51 
9 
86 
114 
18 
11 
10 
4 
103 
4 
10 
6 


i 

o 

M 
u 

m 


69 
68 


1 
11 

1 


2 


i 


& 

3 
■© 

M 


I 

ja 


2.424 
2,461 
2,268 


88 

2 

80 

11 

» 

91 

4 

1 


12 

10 

12 

482 

5 
2 

247 

86 

2 

6 

88 

1 


2 
6 
2 
2 
2 

12 
220 

11 
8 

26 
8 


42 

16 

21 

8 


9 
28 

16 
11 
12 

8 
16 

1 

169 

14 

120 

16 

119 

94 

28 

10 

9 
11 
22 
19 

8 
11 

6 
21 
52 


41 
81 
56 


8 
2 
8 
6 


O 

U 

■a 
S 


10 

6 

11 


209 

889 

1.080 


2 

i 
ii 


18 


886 

t 


50 
110 


2 

1 
6 


20 
186 


2 
8 


12 
2 
6 


6 
9 


2 
25 

1 
27 

1 
44 


65 

4 

24 

22 


15 
1 


2 
2 

4 
10 
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DIVISION  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASE  CONTROL 

JOHN  H.  ACKOMAN,  M.D.,  MJ»J1.,  Director 

In  1955,  we  had  several  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Division: 
Philip  M.  Fox,  M.D.,  former  Director  of  the  Jacksonville  Venereal 
Disease  Clinic  left  to  take  up  a  residency  in  Radiology  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Michael  J.  Takos, 
M.D.,  Director  of  the  Dade  County  Venereal  Disease  Clinic,  Mianu, 
left  to  secure  his  M.P.H.  degree  at  Harvard  University.  John  H.  Acker- 
man  M.D.,  was  appointed  Director  of  the  Division;  Donald  B.  Fhtman, 
M.D.,  was  assigned  as  Director  of  the  Jacksonville  Venereal  Disease 
Clinic;  James  A.  Donaldson,  M.D.,  was  assigned  as  Director  of  Polk 
County  Venereal  Disease  Control;  and  H.  Donald  HiU,  M.D.,  was 
assigned  as  Director  of  the  Dade  County  Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

Several  needed  new  interviewer-investigators  were  added  to  the  staff 
and  assigned  to  areas  of  high  incidence  that  formerly  had  not  been 
covered  due  to  lack  of  personnel. 

The  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  held  a  regional  Venereal  Disease 
Control  Seminar  for  Regions  HI,  IV,  and  VH  (16  southern  states  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands)  at  Miami 
Beach  on  April  20-21.  This  seminar  was  both  interestmg  and  instruc- 
tive with  a  free  exchange  of  ideas  for  improving  case-findmg,  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  the  venereal  diseases.  Attendance  was  exceedingly  good 
with  representatives  from  the  armed  forces,  private  physicians,  and 
health  workers  from  the  three  regions,  for  a  total  registration  of  over 
three  hundred. 

During  September,  October  and  November  a  series  of  V.D.  Control 
Institutes  for  nurses  was  conducted  in  eight  strategically  located  centers 
throughout  the  state.  These  institutes  were  held  for  the  purpose  of 
stressing  the  participation  of  the  nurse  in  the  V.  D.  control  program. 
A  well  rounded  agenda  was  arranged  by  the  Nursing  Bureau,  wi^  the 
V  D  Nurse  Consultant  from  Region  IV;  Director  of  Division  of  Pubhc 
Health  Nursing,  Florida  State  Board  of  Health;  Director  of  Venereal 
Disease  Control  Division,  Florida  State  Board  of  Health;  and  others. 
Many  lively  discussions  took  place  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that 
these  institutes  proved  to  be  informative  and  stimulating  and  will  result 
in  a  further  strengthening  of  our  control  program. 

Selective  blood  testing  was  carried  out  by  survey  teams  in  Escambia, 
Polk,  and  Seminole  Counties  resulting  in  17,674  persons  being  tested 
with  1,572  positive  tests  or  a  positivity  rate  of  8.9  per  cent.  In  con- 
junction with  the  blood  testing  for  syphilis  the  survey  teams  also  drew 
blood  specimens  on  persons  thirty  years  of  age  and  over  to  test  for 
elevated  blood  sugar  as  a  diabetes  case-finding  program. 
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We  have  always  enjoyed  and  benefited  from  the  fine  co-operative  ef- 
forts of  our  private  physicians  in  the  field  of  Venereal  Disease  Control. 
The  activity  during  the  past  year  is  an  outstanding  example  of  what 
can,  and  has  been  accomplished  through  the  combined  efforts  of  private 
physicians  and  public  health  workers.  . 

In  1955,  a  total  of  5,541  cases  of  syphilis  were  reported  compared  with 
a  total  of  6,894  cases  in  1954;  a  reduction  of  19.6  per  cent  in  total 
cases.  Even  more  encouraging  is  the  fact  that  there  was  a  reduction  of 
12  per  cent  in  primary  and  secondary  syphilis  cases  and  a  reduction  of 
25.6  per  cent  in  early  latent  syphilis  cases.  In  1955  there  were  394 
primary  and  secondary  cases  reported  against  448  in  1954;  early  latent 
syphilis  cases  reported  were  1,329  compared  with  1,786  in  1954. 

Follow-up  of  contacts  of  infectious  cases  reported  by  private  physicians 
increased  from  70  in  1954  to  111  in  1955  or  an  increase  of  58.6  per 
cent.  The  TPI  (Treponema  Pallidum  Immobilization)  test  was  used 
in  115  diagnostic  problem  cases  in  1955  compared  with  only  17  in 
1954.  , 

Gk>norrhea  cases  reported  showed  a  slight  increase  during  the  past 
year  with   12,146  cases  reported  compared  with   11,841  cases  in  1954. 

The  so-called  minor  venereal  diseases  (chancroid,  granuloma  inguinale, 
and   lymphopathia   venereum)    remain   at  about  the  same   level   as  in 

1954. 

1 

Although  great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  control  of  the  venereal 
diseases  we  still  have  a  long  way  to  go.  With  a  syphilis  rate  of  152.1 
per  hundred  thousand  population,  a  gonorrhea  rate  of  333.4  per  hundred 
thousand  population,  and  blood  test  survey  positivity  rates  of  9  per 
cent,  we  must  not  only  continue;  we  must  intensify  our  casefinding 
program  if  we  are  to  achieve  control  over  these  diseases. 

Table  number  25  gives  the  number  of  syphilis  cases  reported  by 
stage  of  infection  and  race,  and  results  of  diagnostic  observations  for 
venereal  diseases  by  year  from  1948  through  1955. 

Table  number  26  gives  the  number  of  venereal  disease  cases  rejjorted 
by  disease  and  stage  of  infection  for  1951-1955. 

Table  number  27  gives  the  number  of  syphilis  cases  reported  by 
county  for  1955. 
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TABLE  25 

SYPHIUS  CASES  REPORTED  BY  STAGE  OF  INFEaiON  AND  RACE, 
AND  RESULTS  OF  DIAGNOSTIC  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  VENEREAL 

DISEASES,  FLORIDA  1948  —  1955 


SYPHILIS  CASES  REPORTED 

V.  D.  DIAGN 
OBSERVAT 

OSTIC 

IONS 

■  "    '     ' 

BY 

STAGE 

BY  RACE 

^ 

^ 

T3 

4J 

H 

Primary  an 
Secondary 

-1 

S 

•mm 

I 

a 
o 
O 

S 

•••4 

1 

o 
O 

i 

3 

a 
C3 

Number 
Completed 

^1 

1955 

6,541 

394 

1,829 

8,616 

202 

1,414 

8,988 

194 

82,587 

15.541 

18.8 

1954 

6,894 

448 

1,786 

4,366 

294 

1,469 

5,800 

125 

171,206 

17.112 

10.0 

1958 

6,722 

585 

2,245 

8,648 

244 

1,706 

4.894 

122 

163,181 

15,628 

9.6 

1952 

10,824 

785 

8,870 

5,730 

489 

2,847 

8,284 

193 

132,360 

13,967 

10.2 

1951 

9,445 

1,111 

8,188 

4,711 

485 

2,885 

6,914 

196 

163,054 

18,070 

11.1 

1950 

10,784 

1,510 

3,997 

4,833 

444 

2,750 

8,034 

* 

159,666 

28,992 

18.2 

1949 

12,405 

2,374 

4,817 

4,731 

483 

2,857 

9,548 

* 

156,394 

38,126 

24.4 

1948 

15,895 

4,847 

5,178 

4,844 

615 

8,344 

12,140 

* 

137,998 

35,556 

25.8 

*Included  in  White 


TABLE  26 

REPORTED  CASES  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASE,   1951-1955 


Year 

Syphiliii 

Gonorrhea 

Chancroid 

Granuloma 
Inguinale 

Lympho- 
pathia 
Venereum 

OPH. 
NEO. 

Total 
V.  D. 

1966 

6.641 
6,894 
6,722 
10,824 
9.445 

12,146 
11,841 
11,459 
11,809 
12.709 

888 
344 
328 
462 
317 

69 

71 

109 

288 

417 

51 
65 
96 
120 
40 

16 
17 
7 
20 
14 

18,211 

1964 

19,222 

1968 

18,721 

1952 

23,468 

1961 

22.942 
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TABLE  27 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  SYPHILIS  CASES  SPORTED  BY  STAGE  OF 
INFECTION,  PREGNANCY  STATUS,  RACE  AND  SEX,  SOURCE  OF 
REPORT,  BY  COUNTIES,  FLORIDA,  1955  , 


COUNTY 


STATE. 


STAGE  OP  INFECTION 


5 

o 


I 


! 


s 

ll 


a 
o 

U 


I 


RACE  AND  SBX 


WHITE 


-a 


COLORED 


-a 


I 

C3 


SOURCE  OF 
REPORT 


a 


5,541 


Alachua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte. . . . 

Citrus 

Clay 

CoUier 

Columbia.  . . . 

Dade 

DeSoto   

Dixie 

Duval 

Escambia.  .  . . 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gilchrist 

Gladea 

Gull 

Hamilton. . . . 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando .... 

Highlands. . . . 

EUllsborough . 

Holmes 

Indian  Riv«. 

Jackson 

Jefferson .... 

Lafayette.  .  . 

Lake 

Lee 

iJOOu ....... 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison .... 

Manatee 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee. 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach. 

Pasco 

Pinellaa 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns.... 

St.  Lucie 

SanU  Rosa. 
Sarasota ... 
Seminole. .  . 
Sumter .... 
Suwannee. . 

Taylor 

Union ..... 

Volusia 

Wakulla.  .  . 
Walton .... 

Waahington 

State  Hospital 

Fed-  Prison  (Leon  Co.) 


288 


•  •   •  •  < 


69 

8 

82 

10 

54 

484 

4 

10 

1 

18 

38 

40 

.176 

18 

8 

924 

414 

5 

11 

26 

8 

4 

6 

11 

8 


8 

89 

279 

1 
14 
24 
13 

1 
48 
43 
80 

1 

3 
20 
41 
36 
21 
42 
10 
17 

4 
187 

14 
287 

11 
194 
269 

34 

15 

51 
9 

86 
114 

18 

11 

10 

4 

108 

4 

10 
5 

91 
7 


4 

28 

8 


161 


1 
21 


4 

1 

57 


22 

4 


6 
2 

27 


IJ829 

15 
8 
9 
8 

10 
171 


18 
6 


2 

9 

8 

251 

4 
1 
287 
57 
2 
1 
8 


10 
69 


10 

1 

101 


9 

4 

ii 

10 
14 


10 


8 


16 

7 
2 
2 

4 


11 
7 
1 
1 


7 

18 
9 

10 
7 
2 
2 
3 

56 
3 

72 


1 
1 


88 

88 
5 
5 
8 
1 
7 

25 
6 
1 
1 
1 

27 


8.616 

52 

4 
16 

6 

88 

268 

1 

6 

'ii 

18 
84 
789 
IS 
2 
580 
814 
3 
7 
17 
3 
4 
2 
6 
1 
1 
6 
28 
185 
1 
10 
12 
6 
1 
27 
27 
54 
1 
8 
12 
27 
21 
8 
25 
6 
7 
1 
105 
10 
148 
11 
181 
201 
28 
6 
86 
7 
27 
79 
6 


202 


6 
8 
8 
61 
8 
5 

4 


8 

1 

1 

11 


185      718 


11 


51 


8 


4 
14 


2 

2 

2 

24 


1 

1 

7 

46 


696 

6 

2 


17 
83 


2 

2 

11 


19 
12 


4 
201 

4 


106 

17 

1 

4 
2 


1 

2 

17 


2 

6 

48 


15 

40 

2 

2 

8 

10 

2 

183 

2 

1 

103 

29 


1,875 

27 

8 

10 

5 

18 

168 


2,058      194 


1 
6 
46 
1 
8 
2 


8 
16 
8 
1 
3 
1 


2 
2 
6 
1 
18 


3 
10 
19 

878 
7 
1 

817 

184 
2 
8 
10 
2 
2 
2 
4 
1 
1 
2 
7 

101 


26 
8 

14 

4 

14 

218 

2 

4 

1 

9 

17 

14 

867 

4 

1 

351 

181 

2 

4 

11 


18 


1 

1 

46 

1 


47 
8 


2,218 

88 
2 

18 

1 

2 

188 


2,911      412 


4 
1 
6 
12 
6 
510 


26 
6 

12 
6 

61 

267 

4 

6 


8 
20 
81 


26 

2 

44 

8 
33 
28 
5 
2 
2 
2 
4 
8 
1 
1 
1 


2 
2 

7 
4 
1 

11 
1 
2 
8 

80 
3 

85 
4 

82 

19 


2 

6 

6 

1 

17 

11 

86 


9 
10 
16 

6 
11 

4 

6 


8 

10 

6 


1 

228 
332 
3 
9 
5 
2 
4 
2 
6 
1 


1 

14 

139 


16 


1 

1 

16 

I 


14 
1 
2 


18 


54 
4 

64 
1 

45 
110 

15 
4 

15 
2 
4 

47 
6 
8 
4 
1 

28 
2 
2 
4 

81 
1 


20 
11 
27 


7 

16 
12 
12 
12 

(>l 
6 
1 

63 
5 

91 
8 

55 
108 

14 
6 

81 
8 

21 

55 
6 
4 
8 
8 

41 
1 
6 


1 
1 


2 

11 

8 


14 


8 


29 
9 


10 
22 
56 

"i 

7 
11 
20 
8 
8 
5 
6 


46 
4 

75 
7 

49 

190 

8 


25 

7 

8 

43 

11 


80 

4 


5 
2 
81 
8 
7 
2 


10 

25 

27 

616 

18 

2 

651 

71 

1 

2 

17 


4 

5 

1 

1 

7 

25 

102 

1 

11 

8 

8 

1 

31 

21 

10 


2 
11 

30 
12 
13 
30 
3 
4 
4 
122 
10 
161 
4 
142 
77 
28 
10 
26 
2 
28 
69 
1 
11 
4 
1 
58 


10 


2 

8 

1 

84 


2 
1 
7 
49 
5 


45 

11 

1 


4 
1 


1 
1 


88 


1 
6 

2 


2 


14 
1 

"2 

"4 


4 
2 
7 


19 

"i 


8 

2 
3 
6 


2 
1 


1 

1 

14 

1 


1 

91 
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CANCER  CONTROL 

L.  L  PARKS,  M.D.,  M.P.H.,  Director 

Education  and  service  are  the  two  principal  objectives  of  the  Cancer 
Control  program.  Cancer  continues  to  be  the  second  leading  cause  ot 
death.  The  actual  number  of  cases  is  not  known  because  the  number 
reported  is  very  small.  There  were  5,852  cases  reported,  an  increase 
of  more  than  200  over  last  year,  but  the  majority  of  these  were  obtained 
from  death  certificates.  Some  cases  were  reported  through  the  state  aid 
program,  and  a  very  small  percentage  by  private  physicians. 

The  educational  part  of  the  program  consists  primarily  of  assistance 
to  the  American  Cancer  Society,  Florida  Division,  through  the  distn- 
bution  of  literature,  providing  films  and  talks  on  cancer. 

The  principal  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  service  to  the  patient 
by  providing  diagnostic  service  through  the  tumor  climes  and  hospitali- 
zation of  those  patients  that  need  this  care.  There  are  nineteen  tumor 
cUnics  in  operation.  One  new  clinic  was  added  durmg  the  year  m 
Panama  City.  The  tumor  cUnics  are  located  as  follows :  Pensaco  a, 
Tallahassee,  Panama  City,  two  in  Jacksonville,  Gainesville  Ocala, 
Tampa,  St.  Petersburg,  Daytona  Beach,  Orlando,  Iceland,  S>arasota, 
Bradenton,  West  Pahn  Beach,  Fort  Lauderdale,  two  m  Miami  Beacn, 
and  one  in  MiamL 

Patients  coming  under  this  program  are  first  seen  by  a  physician  who 
initiates  an  application  for  state  aid.  The  patient  signs  a  statement  that 
he  is  indigent,  and  after  this  is  verified  by  the  local  health  offcer  or 
local  welfare  agency  the  application  is  forwarded  to  the  state  health 
department  and  reviewed.  If  approved  the  patient  is  referred  to  the 
tumor  clinic  nearest  his  home.  Efforts  are  made  m  each  of  these  steps 
to  see  that  only  indigent  patients  are  accepted.  It  is  interestmg  to  note 
that  of  the  applications  reaching  the  state  office  in  1955  only  17  were 
rejected.  Seven  of  these  were  too  far  advanced  for  assistance,  three  were 
considered  able  to  pay  their  own  expenses,  five  were  non-malignant, 
and  two  were  out-of-state  residents. 

Facilities  for  the  tumor  cHnics  are  provided  by  the  hospitals.  The 
physicians  that  take  care  of  patients  in  the  tumor  clinics  give  their  time, 
and  the  hospital  is  paid  only  a  very  small  fee  for  diagnostic  tests  done 
in  the  out-patient  department.  If  a  patient  is  hospitalized  under  this 
program,  the  hospital  is  paid  a  per  diem  allowance  based  upon  its 
cost  statement.  This  cannot  exceed  a  maximum  of  $17.00  per  day  un- 
less there  are  some  unusual  circumstances.  The  tumor  climc  secretary, 
as  a  rule,  is  paid  from  funds  provided  by  the  state,  and  a  nurse  is  pro- 
vided in  some  of  the  larger  clinics.  In  a  few  of  the  smaller  clmics  a 
part-time  secretary  is  paid  by  the  Cancer  Society.   As  a  rule,  the  Cancer 
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Society  assists  in  the  operation  of  tumor  clinics  by  providing  funds  for 
office  and  clinic  supplies.  Budgets  for  the  tumor  clinics  are  worked 
out  between  the  State  Cancer  Society  and  the  State  Board  of  Health 
so  that  there  will  not  be  an  overlapping  of  responsibilities  and  services. 

The  Florida  Cancer  Council  which  consists  of  two  physicians  from 
the  Cancer  Committee  of  the  State  Medical  Association,  two  from  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  Florida  Division,  one  representing  the  Ameri- 
can College  of  Surgeons,  and  two  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  had 
two  meetings  during  the  year.  This  Council  has  continued  to  act  as  an 
advisory  body  on  the  over-all  cancer  problems  in  the  state.  Its  purpose 
is  to  coordinate  all  of  the  services  of  the  official  and  voluntary  agencies. 

In  the  operation  of  tumor  clinics,  the  standards  recommended  by  the 
American  College  of  Surgeons  have  been  adhered  to  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health.  To  get  the  approval  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons 
on  and  after  January  1,  1956,  each  clinic  must  set  up  a  cancer  registry, 
which  will  contain  an  abstract  of  the  clinical  record  of  all  patients  seen 
in  the  tumor  clinic  and  at  the  hospital  where  tumor  clinics  are  in  opera- 
tion. We  believe  the  registry  will  be  very  helpful  in  evaluating  the  types 
of  treatment  that  are  given  in  each  of  the  hospitals  and  will  be  useful  in 
following  up  and  determining  the  results  of  treatment  given  the  patients. 
Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  get  the  tumor  registries  into 
operation,  and  the  Cancer  Society  has  agreed  to  provide  the  necessary 
record  forms.  The  record  which  was  adopted  will  be  used  in  each  of  the 
tumor  clinics.  In  the  past,  the  majority  of  the  tumor  clinics  have  had 
the  approval  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons,  and  efforts  have 
been  made  to  have  all  the  tumor  clinics  meet  their  standards. 

Following  the  recommendations  of  the  Florida  Cancer  Council  in- 
creased effort  has  been  made  (in  co-operation  with  the  Florida  Society 
of  Pathologists)  to  encourage  the  use  of  cytological  procedures  in  the  early 
diagnosis  of  cancer.  It  is  believed  that  this  means  of  diagnosis  should 
be  given  more  attention,  but  detailed  plans  have  not  yet  been  made. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  an  exhibit  on  cancer  (provided 
by  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service)  emphasizing  the  field  of  cytology 
at  the  next  Florida  Medical  Association  meeting.  i 

The  hospitals  of  the  state  have  been  advised  to  make  routine  chest 
X-rays  of  hospital  admissions  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  early  lung 
cancer  cases  as  well  as  other  pathology. 

Material  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  physicians  of  the  state  urging 
a  five-point  cancer  detection  examination.  Special  emphasis  was  placed 
upon  the  detection  of  cancer  of  the  skin,  oral  cavity,  breast,  female 
genitalia,  and  rectum.  The  response  on  the  part  of  the  physicians  to 
this  program  was  most  satisfactory. 

Plans  for  conducting  the  Cross-Road  Seminars  during  the  year  did 
not  materialize;  however,  in  the  past  years  these  conferences,  at  which 
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an  authority  on  cancer  met  with  the  local  physicians,  were  thought 
to  have  been  very  helpful.  The  three-day  cancer  seminar  for  physicians 
was  not  scheduled  for  this  year,  but  plans  are  being  made  to  hold  one 
in  Jacksonville  during  the  coming  year. 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  aid  increased  from  1399  cases  in 
1954  to  1903  during  1955,  as  shown  in  Table  32.  There  were  more 
funds  available  for  the  program  during  the  year;  however,  the  main 
reason  for  the  increase  in  number  of  patients  was  due  to  the  assistance 
rendered  patients  in  Dade  and  Duval  Counties.  Prior  to  this  year  only 
a  few  residents  of  Dade  and  Duval  counties  were  given  assistance  under 
this  program  because  of  the  limited  state  funds  and  because  these 
counties  had  excellent  facilities  for  taking  care  of  their  indigent  cases. 

It  will  be  noted  in  Table  28  that  the  proportion  of  patients  that  were 
found  to  have  cancer  when  applying  at  the  tumor  clinic  has  dropped 
from  79.5  per  cent  in  1947  to  45.7  per  cent  in  1955.  This  is  encouraging 
in  that  it  shows  that  patients  are  applying  earlier  for  treatment  when 
cancer  is  suspected. 

It  is  noted  in  Table  29  that  skin  cancer  is  the  principal  site  in  the 
white  male  cases,  the  female  genital  organs  is  the  main  site  in  the  white 
female  as  well  as  the  colored  female,  and  the  digestive  system  is  the 
principal  site  in  the  colored  male. 

Table  30  shows  that  although  the  majority  of  patients  lost  to  follow-up 
are  lost  during  the  first  year,  this  number  has  diminished,  and  currently 
the  per  cent  of  patients  lost  during  the  first  year  is  less  than  one-third 
what  it  was  in  1947.  Table  31  shows  the  per  cent  of  patients  survivmg 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  according  to  the  site  at  which  the  cancer  occurs. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis,  efforts  have  been 
made  to  follow-up  patients  showing  masses  or  tumors  on  chest  films 
made  in  tuberculosis  surveys.  A  total  of  298  inquiries  were  mailed  to  the 
county  health  departments  to  determine  if  the  patients  were  given  further 
studies.  Of  this  number,  189  replies  were  received  — 63  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  studied.  Of  the  replies  received  a  diagnosis  could  not  be 
obtained  on  62— or  33  per  cent  of  them.  Of  those  diagnosed,  100 
were  reported  to  be  negative  for  tumor,  eight  were  reported  as  havmg 
a  benign  tumor,  and  nineteen  were  reported  as  being  malignant,  ten 
per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  replies  received. 

Efforts  will  continue  to  be  directed  toward  urging  individuals  with 
suspected  lesions  or  symptoms  of  cancer  to  report  to  their  physicians 
for  diagnosis,  to  provide  diagnostic  service  and  hospital  care  for  the 
indigent,  and  to  work  with  the  physician  in  the  field  of  cytology. 
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TABLE  28 

DISTRIBUTION  BY  DIAGNOSTIC  STATUS,  RACE  AND  SEX  OF  PERSONS 
APPROVED  FOR  STATE  AID  UNDER  THE  FLORIDA  CANCER  PROGRAM 

DURING  THE  YEARS   1947*-  1955  I 


RACE,  SEX 
AND  YEAR 


DIAGNOSTIC  STATUS 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 


I 

I 

a 


a 
m 


Total  persons 

1947* 

1948 

1949 

1960 

1961 

1962 

196S 

1964 

1966 

White  Male 

White  Female 

Colored  Male .... 
Colored  Female. . 


12,722 


206 
1362 
1,069 
1.688 
1,688 
1,677 
1,648 
1.694 
1,8«6 

4,007 
6,488 
1,026 
2,206 


6,878 


168 
828 
645 
930 
988 
878 
842 
817 
852 

2,606 

2,798 

486 

1,088 


41 


8 
2 
5 
5 
8 
18 
2 
8 

17 

ii 
1 

2 


4,649 


87 
409 
831 
611 
676 
628 
688 
694 
786 

1,128 

2,282 

406 


i 

o 

fl 


PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION 


Ok 

< 

JS 
a 

z 


S 


1,164 


5 
117 

81 
142 
124 
178 
155 

81 
276 

861 
482 
188 

228 


100. 


100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 

100. 
100. 
100. 
100. 


64.1 


79.5 
60.9 
60.9 
55.1 
57.0 
52.1 
51.2 
51.8 
45.7 

62.5 
51.0 

47.4 
49.8 


0.8 


0.2 

0.2 


0.2 

0.4 
0.4 
0.1 
0.1 


86.5 


18.0 
80.8 
31.8 
86.2 
85.2 
37.1 
88.5 
48.5 
89.4 

28.0 
40.7 
39.6 
40.3 


S 


9.1 


2.4 

8.7 
7.6 
8.4 
7.6 

10.8 
9.4 
5.1 

14.8 

9.0 

7.9 

18.0 

10.3 


%   C    - 
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TABLE  30 

NUMBER  AND  PERCENTAGE  OF  CANCER  CASES  UNTRACED  AFTER 

EACH  YEAR  OF  FOUOW-UP  ACCORDING  TO  CALENDAR 

YEAR  OF  ENTRY  TO  PROGRAM 


Cases 

Entering 

Program 

During 

Calendar 

Year 

CUMULATIVE  CASES  UNTRACED  AFTER  EACH 
YEAR  OF  FOLLOW-UP 

Calendar  Year 

Number 

Percentage 

1st 
year 

2nd 
year 

8rd 
year 

4th 
year 

5th 
year 

Ist 
year 

2nd 
year 

8rd 
year 

4th 
year 

6tll 
yMir 

1947* 

194«    

148 
786 
590 
824 
812 
784 
660 

7 
26 
15 
20 
26 
14 
10 

8 
86 
28 
82 
40 
80 

8 
46 
48 
88 
66 

8 
55 
51 
48 

8 
67 
60 

4.7 
8.5 
2.5 
2.4 
8.1 
1.9 
1.5 

5.4 
4.9 
4.7 
8.9 
4.9 
4.1 

5.4 
6.8 
7.8 
4.6 
6.9 

6.4 
7.6 
8.6 
6.2 

6.4 

7.8 
10.2 

1949    

1950 

1951 

1952 

1958 

BaMKi  on  foUow-up  experience  of  4508  cancw  cases  ""^^^^^f  °°^^j?»"S^'^  **^'*«  ^* 
year  of  admission  under  the  Florida  SUte  Aid  Cancer  Program.  1947»-1958. 


*Includes  5 


approved  for  SUte  Aid  to  November  and  December,  1946. 


♦1947  total  includes  7  persons  approved  for  State  Aid  In  November  and  December.  1946. 


TABLE  29 

DISTRIBUTION  ACCORDING  TO  SITE,  RACE  AND  SEX  OF  CANCER  CASES 

ADMIHED  TO  THE  FLORIDA  STATE  AID  CANCER  PROGRAM 

DURING  THE  YEARS   1947*  — 1955 


SITE 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION 

Total 

WM 

WF 

C  M 

CF 

Total 

WM 

WP 

CM 

CF 

ToUl 

6,878 

2.606 

2,798 

486 

1.088 

100. 

100. 

100. 

100. 

100. 

Buccal  Cavity 

468 

647 
877 
69« 

1.666 
178 
180 

2366 
289 
180 

281 
241 
248 

4 

■"'88 

92 

1^98 

107 

52 

89 
177 

64 
427 
986 

"  "ii 

889 
99 
87 

66 

154 

66 

6 

""90 
27 
81 
89 

20 

88 

76 

16 

267 

681 

■  "26 
87 
44 
21 

6.7 

9.4 

6.6 

10.1 

22.8 

2.6 

2.6 

84.2 

4.2 

1.9 

11.2 
9.6 

9.7 
0.2 

' '  "8.6 

8.7 

66.8 

4.8 

2.1 

8.2 

6.3 

1.9 

15.8 

86.2 

■  ■  1.6 

81.8 

8.6 

IJi 

11.8 

81.7 

13.3 

1.0 

■  18.6 
5.6 
6.4 
8.0 
4.1 

8.5 

r>ia«ative  System   

6.9 

Respiratory  System 

Breast                   

1.4 
28.6 

Female  Genital 

58.4 

Male  Genital 

Urinary      

1.8 

Skin              

8.4 

Other  Sites   

4.0 

Lymph,  and  Haem.  Tissues 

1.9 

•ladudes  6  persons  approved  for  State  Aid  in  November  and  December,  1946. 


TABLE  31 

PER  CENT  OF  CANCER  PATIENTS  SURVIVING  AFTER  EACH 
YEAR  OF  FOLLOW-UP,  BY  SITE 


SITE 


ToUl. 


»■ 


Buccal  Cavity 

Digsstive  System    .  . 
Respiratory  System . 

Breast 

Female  Genital . . . . . 
SUn 


PER  CENT  SURVIVING  AT 


1  Year 


74.6 


. 


70.8 
87.8 
86.6 
76.6 
78.6 
94.6 
69.6 


2  Years         3  Years        4  Years        6  Years 


62.6 


55.5 
26.2 
25Ji 
61.9 
67J) 
87.9 
67.9 


56.0 


48.1 
19.1 
18.9 
60.1 
49.1 
81.6 
46.7 


50.0 


4L8 
15.8 
14.9 
41.9 
45.1 
76.2 
42.4 


46.4 


89.1 
18.9 
18.9 
86.5 
42.7 
71.4 
87.4 


Other  ates  (Residual) 

1958,  (Excludes  those  refusing  treatment.) 
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^  TABLE  32 

NEW  PERSONS  APPROVED  FOR  STATE  AID,  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 

RECEIVING  FINANCIAL  AID,  AND  EXPENDITURES,  BY  COUNTY, 

FLORIDA  CANCER  PROGRAM   1954  AND   1955 


County 


State  ToUl. 


Alachua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward.  .  . . 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrua 

Clay 

CoUier 

Columbia.... 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Dixie 

Duval 

E^scambia . . . . 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadaden 

Gflchrist 

Gladea 

Gulf 

Hamilton .... 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando.  . . 
Highlands. . . 
HiUsbcroui^. 

Holmes 

Indian  River. 

Jackson  

Jefferson .... 
Lafayette  . . . 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee.  .  . . 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee. . 

Orange 

Osceola  

Palm  Beach.. 

Pasco 

Pinellaa 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns 

St.  Lucie .... 
SanU  Rosa. . 

Sarasota 

Seminole .... 

Sumter 

Suwaimee. . . 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington. . 
•Other 


New  Persons 
Approved 


1964 


1.694 


20 
10 
28 
26 
12 
88 
82 

6 

8 
19 
19 
26 
60 
26 

8 

16 

108 

7 
19 
88 

8 

6 
10 
16 
12 
11 

4 
18 
97 
27 
18 
48 
11 

6 
22 
27 
49 

6 
11 
21 
88 
12 
11 
89 
28 
84 

6 
28 

9 
46 
29 
66 
80 
47 
16 
24 
26 
24 
24 
12 
84 
24 
10 
86 
18 
19 
16 


1965 


1,866 


27 
14 
82 
18 
16 
87 
21 
18 

6 
18 
20 
81 
122 
16 
10 
27 
120 

7 
14 
35 

8 

2 
12 
18 
18 

8 
12 
24 
161 
38 
10 
58 
10 

8 
21 
28 
39 
11 

8 
20 
39 
11 

9 
54 
25 
44 

8 
66 
18 
46 
31 
57 
51 
40 
14 
15 
29 
14 
32 
23 
26 
20 

8 
83 

7 
19 
27 


Persons  Re- 
ceiving Aid 


1954 


1,399 


22 

8 

20 

25 

11 

24 

28 

3 

4 

14 

12 

18 

42 

12 

6 

12 

66 

8 

9 

29 

3 

4 

14 

18 

18 

8 

4 

16 

108 

20 

11 

89 

13 

6 

11 

18 

51 

7 

6 

18 

22 

19 

7 

32 

15 

15 

4 

35 

3 

65 

32 

55 

48 

46 

14 

16 

20 

27 

21 

8 

31 

17 

5 

50 

11 

18 

29 


1955 


1,908 


32 

9 

3^ 

171 

10 

34 

21 

91 

4 

18) 

19j 

19l 

247 

8 

8 

87 

104 

4 

14 

24 

4 

1 

18 

12 

8 


Total  Expenditures 


1954 


S 


18 
190 
83 
11 
48 
12 

4 
18 
12 
42 

fl 

6 
28^ 
33 
13 

5 
46 
28 
32 

1 
58 
11 
54 
27 
62 
68 
61 
18 
16 
32 
18 
24 
16 
27 
20 

8 
45 

6 
14 
81 


$135,673.30 


2,871.49 

682.00 

2,028.00 

2,158.89 

1,665.45 

1,923.65 

1,108.42 

174.22 

1,858.21 

2,358.70 

1,272.35 

1,842.72 

2,837.50 

1,217.13 

410.50 

2,190.60 

5,447.95 

22.25 

282.50 

2,361.59 

249.20 

88.60 

2,004.19 

1,758.50 

468.50 

159.00 

355.33 

1,072.35 

10,656.71 

1,451.25 

397.67 

3,262.90 

1,470.72 

682.60 

1,212.50 

2,119.76 

3,208.02 

507.95 

273.60 

1,416.03 

3,073.95 

1.940.36 

808.25 

3,371.00 

367.47 

677.40 

163.25 

5.348.35 

251.50 

6,180.00 

3,058.15 

7,305.85 

4,860.70 

4,686.22 

3,108.64 

1,703.16 

1,896.60 

2,822.54 

3,519.86 

771.57 

3,330.28 

1.247.89 

113.21 

3,848.67 

598.03 

668.00 

2.369.50 


1955 


$209,049.67 


2,905.39 

559.25 

8.313.25 

2.722.85 

2,075.06 

3,438.08 

2,621.97 

1.100.38 

358.75 

1.219.15 

4,579.25 

2.356.44 

28,424.60 

902.75 

124.50 

6,100.74 

10,493.76 

313.50 

1,631.79 

697.75 

288.66 

85.00 

2,026.77 

1,642.21 

660.25 

120.00 

582.75 

3,432.64 

19,527.36 

2,069.00 

1,391.25 

4,624.81 

483.64 

797.00 

2,170.26 

2,196.33 

2,482.84 

913.17 

568.57 

2,135.70 

5.418.15 

936.95 

1,009.75 

8,064.75 

2,096.07 

2,208.45 

136.00 

6,737.80 

880.92 

4,069.75 

3,020.34 

9,770.55 

7,183.88 

4,082.38 

2,254.66 

1,502.50 

1,893.73 

1.842.50 

3,862.79 

2,084.41 

1,674.50 

1,388.05 

225.50 

6,947.27 

698.83 

2,096.50 

2,438.89 

1.062.50 


•Rental  (monthly)  of  radium  for  use  of  Bay  and  Duval  Tumor  Clinics. 
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DIVISION  OF  INDUSTRIAL  HYGIENE 

JOHN  M.  Mcdonald,  m.d. 

Director 


LABORATORY 

With  emphasis  being  placed  on  atmospheric  pollution,  a  major  por- 
tion  of  both  the  laboratory  and  field  work  has  been  m  connection  with 
this  problem.  Considerable  time  and  effort  was  devoted  to  secunng 
and  assembUng  the  necessary  equipment  for  air  sampling  and  chemical 
analysis,  as  well  as  to  research  into  analytical  procedures. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Polk  County  Health  Department  a 
compact  portable  field  generator  was  made  available  which  enabled 
this  Division  to  operate  equipment  at  any  advantageous  site.  It  was 
thus  possible  to  obtain  large  volume  air  samples  rather  than  the  small 
volume  samples  collected  by  the  midget  impinger. 

The  determination  of  urinary  lead  for  employees  of  the  lead  storage 
battery  manufacturing  companies  and  other  lead  product  plants  was 
continued  and  most  of  the  companies  contacted  at  least  once  dunng 
the  past  year.  Division  personnel  collected  223  samples.  Pnvate  ph)^i- 
cians  and  hospitals  contributed  15  blood  and  53  urine  samples  for 
biological  lead  analysis.  Urine  analyses  for  lead  included  29  specimens 
from  a  painting  crew  at  Green  Cove  Springs  Naval  Station,  and  several 
atmospheric  samples  from  the  Jacksonville  Naval  Air  Station.  In  re- 
turn, the  industrial  hygienist  from  the  latter  station  assisted  m  personnel 
training. 

During  a  fire  in  a  fertilizer  warehouse,  some  packages  of  15  percent 
parathion  were  broken  by  water  used  in  controlling  the  fire.  In  order 
To  determine  if  the  water  supply  used  by  this  plaiit  had  been  con- 
taminated,  the  local  health  department  requested  the  analysis  of  two 
water  samples.  Results  were  negative.  Several  different  soap  and  de- 
tergent  compounds  which  were  suspected  of  being  responsible  for  cases 
of  dermatitis  among  restaurant  workers,  and  three  rust  removing  com- 
pounds of  unknown  composition  were  received  for  identification  of 
possible  toxic  chemicals.  Dust  counts  were  made  m  the  wood-working 
shop  of  a  furniture  manufacturing  company. 

AIR  POLLUTION 

The  study  of  air  pollution  in  Polk  County  mentioned  in  the  1954 
annual  report  has  been  continued  except  for  a  period  of  about  three 
months  during  which  most  of  the  plants  were  closed  because  of  a  strike. 
Air  sampling  was  expanded  to  include  airborne  fluorides  as  well  as  sul- 
'  fur  dioxide.  Some  samples  of  vegetation  such  as  grass  and  Spanish 
moss  were  obtained  in  an  effort  to  define  the  area  of  pollution.  The 
Division  of  Veterinary  Public  Health  made  available  the  services  of  a 
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veterinarian  for  the  examination  of  cattle  in  the  affected  area.  Some 
of  the  cattle  were  followed  to  the  slaughter  house  in  order  to  get  speci- 
mens of  bone  from  them.  i 

At  its  1955  session,  the  Florida  Legislature  appointed  a  conunittee 
to  study  air  pollution  in  Polk  and  Hillsborough  counties.  This  committee 
has  akeady  held  three  hearings.  The  subjects  discussed  were  the  effect 
of  the  pollution  on  human  beings  and  the  damage  done  to  citrus  and 
gladioli.  The  first  two  meetings  were  attended  by  two  members  of  this 
Division  and  the  last  one  by  one  member. 

Complaints  about  the  irritating  gas  arising  from  the  treatment  of  phos- 
phate rock  with  sulfuric  acid  were  received  from  residents  of  a  small 
town  in  West  Florida.  One  brief  investigation  has  already  been  made 
of  this  condition,  but  because  of  lack  of  personnel  the  full  study  has 
had  to  be  postponed. 

Among  the  minor  air  pollution  problems,  there  are  several  that  are  of 
interest.  One  of  the  smaller  cities  on  the  east  coast  received  assistance 
in  dealing  with  the  discharge  of  smoke  from  a  gas  making  plant.  In 
another  case  a  local  physician  requested  information  on  the  dust  issuing 
from  a  plant  processing  perlite.  Still  another  concerned  odors  arising 
from  the  dredging  of  the  bottom  of  a  portion  of  Lake  Worth. 

EDUCATION 

The  chemist  gave  several  talks  on  radioactivity  to  senior  students  in 
local  high  schools.  The  director  presented  various  papers  on  air  pollu- 
tion to  a  numer  of  professional  groups,  and  attended  several  meetings 
which  were  devoted  to  air  pollution. 

STUDIES 

The  study  of  exposure  to  solvents  in  the  dry  cleaning  industry  which 
'  was  initiated  last  year  was  continued  and  expanded  during  the  present 
year.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  nearly  half  of  all  the  dry  cleaning  industries 
in  the  state  had  been  visited  and  tests  had  been  made  in  the  working 
environment.  No  serious  hazards  were  encountered  but  in  a  large  number 
of  cases  it  was  found  that  gaskets  and  valves  were  defective. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Jacksonville  City  Health  Department,  in- 
vestigations were  made  of  the  following  problems:  a  soot-fall  in  North- 
east Jacksonville,  an  objectionable  odor  arising  out  of  the  operations 
of  a  large  machine  shop,  and  odors  in  a  dress  shop  where  the  air  con- 
ditioning unit  was  improperly  operated. 

At  the  request  of  two  county  health  departments,  studies  were  made 
of  the  operation  of  the  chest  X-ray  machines  in  those  units.  Suggestions 
and  recommendations  were  made  to  secure  safe  operation  of  the  ap- 
paratus. 
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A  long  conference  was  held  with  the  safety  supervisor  of  a  power 
corporation  with  respect  to  setting  up  periodic  examinations  for  em- 
ployees. Assistance  was  given  to  the  Department  of  Education  in  revising 
their  physical  examination  form  for  school  bus  drivers.  The  management 
of  two  local  plants  consulted  us  on  noise  measurements  and  reduction. 

PERSONNEL 

At  the  end  of  April,  W.  E.  MacDonald,  Jr.,  who  had  been  an  in- 
dustrial hygiene  chemist  for  several  years,  resigned  to  accept  a  position 
with  the  University  of  Miami.  The  new  chemist  is  R.  L.  Hebblethwaite, 
who  has  had  a  background  of  analytical  chemistry  in  industrial  opera- 
tions. This  change  in  personnel  inevitably  involved  some  change  in  the 
volume  of  laboratory  work.  Mr.  Hebblethwaite  attended  a  two-week's 
training  course  for  chemists  and  engineers  at  the  Occupational  Health 
Field  Headquarters  of  the  Public  Health  Service  in  Cincinnati.  He  also 
attended  a  course  in  Civil  Defense  given  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration. 

The  Occupational  Health  Field  Headquarters  of  the  Public  Health 
Service  loaned  an  experienced  industrial  hygiene  chemist  to  the  Division 
for  a  period  of  about  ten  weeks.  He  contributed  a  great  deal  to  the 
program  of  the  air  pollution  study,  both  in  sampling  and  analytical  work. 
He  assisted  in  the  training  of  personnel  in  industrial  hygiene  techniques. 
In  spite  of  his  valuable  assistance,  the  laboratory  still  had  a  backlog  of 
samples  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

COOPERATION  WITH  THE  FLORIDA 
INDUSTRIAL  COMMISSION 

Cooperation  was  given  to  the  Florida  Industrial  Commission  in  the 
revision  of  their  Regulations  for  Control  and  Prevention  of  Occupational 
Diseases.  This  revision  was  necessary  because  more  than  eight  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  regulations  were  written.  In  the  meantime,  many 
changes  have  been  worked  out  in  maximum  allowable  concentrations, 
and  many  new  chemicals  have  been  introduced  into  industrial  processes. 
At  the  request  of  the  Commission,  studies  were  made  in  a  plant  pro- 
ducing ant  buttons;  in  a  machine  shop  where  carbon  tetrachloride  was 
being  used;  and  in  checking  a  new  process  for  wood  preservation.  At 
the  suggestion  of  the  Commission,  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Jackson  Memorial  Hospital  in  Miami  to  set  up  blood  cholinesterase  de- 
terminations to  assist  in  the  laboratory  diagnosis  of  parathion  poisoning. 

POLLEN  COUNTS 

During  most  of  the  year,  the  Tampa  Chamber  of  Commerce  operated 
two  pollen  collecting  stations  in  Tampa.  The  slides  were  counted  in  this 
office.  The  counts  were  considerably  lower  than  those  obtained  during 
the  1950-51  study.   A  study  was  begun  on  the  molds  in  the  air  in  Jack- 
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sonville  Petri  dishes  were  exposed  about  once  a  week  and  the  colonies 
counted  but  not  identified.  Consultation  was  given  to  the  St.  Petersburg 
Junior  College  in  setting  up  their  own  private  pollen  study.  There  were 
75  climatology  letters  answered  and  44  copies  of  our  Fbnda  Health 
Notes  on  pollen  were  sent  to  interested  persons.  In  addition,  many 
individual  reports  of  later  pollen  counts  were  distributed. 

MISCELLANEOUS  AaiVITIES  j 

Among  other  activities  was  the  attendance  at  three  meetings  on  Civil 
Defense.  Two  of  these  meetings  were  sponsored  by  the  Regional  Office 
of  Civil  Defense  and  the  other  was  an  organizational  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Public  Health  Service  to  set  up  training  programs  in  the  vanous 
states. 

The  provision  of  a  special  room  for  First  Aid  purposes  has  greatly 
facilitated  the  First  Aid  program  and  it  has  been  widely  used  by  vanous 
physicians  on  the  staff.  A  number  of  minor  injuries  were  dressed. 
Palliative  treatment  was  given  for  minor  illnesses,  and  where  conditions 
warranted,  patients  were  referred  to  their  private  physicians. 

TABLE  33 
STATISTICAL  SUMAAARY  OF  INDUSTRIAL  HYGIENE  AaiVITIES 

JANUARY-DECEMBER,   1955 

Plant  Activitits 

Total   number  of  different  plants   serviced   

Number  of  workers  covered  by  services  

Number  of  plant  visits  made  ~ 


298 

2891 

333 


Source  of  Struict  „^q 

Self-initiated   --. - 7 ^^ 

Requests  from  industry,  county  health  departments,  sUtc  agcnacs,  ctc^       52 


Total  

General  Type  of  Service  Given  ^o.  of  Services 

Introductory,    promotional    22 

Plant  surveys  - ^^^ 

Technical  studies  of  hazards  244 

Investigation  of  occupational   diseases  8 

Investigation  of  nuisance  complaints  —     12 


301 


Miscellaneous    

FoUow-up  on  recommendations 

Investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution 
Discuss  report  


2 

6 

21 

20 


Total  550 


Recommendations  Made 

Number  of  recommendations 27 

Plants    involved    20 

Workers  affected   310 


Carried 
Out 

14 

12 

189 
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specific  Services 

Samples  collected  for  laboratory  analysis  or  examination 325 

Other  samples  received  for  laboratory  analysis 33 

Biological 291  Mineral 2 

Atmospheric  27  Misc 38 

Total  _ 

Nimiber  of  laboratory  analyses  and  examinations  

Field  determinations  of  atmospheric  contaminants 

Field  determinations  of  physical  conditions  

Occupational  disease  claims  — 

Occupational  diseases  investigated   


358 
342 
816 
42 
1693 
102 


TABLE  34 
OCCUPATIONAL  DISEASE  CLAIMS 


194 
15 


Conjunctivitis   

Welders   

Other  

Infections    

Meat    

Tuberculosis    

Other  - 

Repeated   Motion,  Pressure   and   Shock  

Bursitis     — ^0 

Tenosynovitis    - * ' 

Temperature  Changes  

Otitis   - 


209 


63 


42 

1 
20 


Respiratory  Irritations  

Parathion    Poisoning    

Lead  Poisoning  

Dermatitis  — — 

Citrus    - 221 

Alkali  1*2 

Solvents  and  Oils  H^ 

Cement    ^^2 

Other  Chemicals  1^^ 

Plant    - 122 

Larva  Migrans  1*' 

Fungus  ^_ 

Glue     ~ - 

Creosote 

Tin  ~~ 

Cause  not  known 


27 


4 
15 
11 
32 

3 
1329 


6 

4 

3 

154 


Total  


1693 


.»'. 


'1 
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DIVISION  OF  VETERINARY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

JAMES  E.  SCAHERDAY,  D.V^.,  M.P.H. 

Anthrax  was  not  diagnosed  in  Florida  in  1955,  although  many  animal 
specimens  were  submitted  by  veterinarians  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
for  laboratory  examination.  This  is  the  first  year  since  the  outbreak  in 
1951  that  it  has  not  been  reported.  Florida  veterinarians  and  control 
agencies  are  still  on  the  alert  for  this  highly  fatal  cattle  disease  and  will 
remain  so  for  many  years.  Favorable  weather  conditions  and  a  high 
water  table  may  re-introduce  the  infection.  Cattle  on  irifected  ranches 
and  dairies  are  still  being  vaccinated  by  private  veterinarians  under 
supervision  of  the  Florida  Livestock  Board.  This  agency  controls  the  use 
of  the  spore  vaccine,  permitting  its  use  only  on  known  infected  herds  and 
ranches.  I 

Brucellosis,  a  disease  of  cattle,  sheep,  swine  and  sometimes  man  (un- 
dulant  fever)  is  of  much  concern,  so  much  so,  that  a  national  movement 
has  been  begun  toward  its  eradication.  Governor  Leroy  Collins,  has 
appointed  a  Florida  Brucellosis  Eradication  Committee,  consisting  of 
representatives  from  the  beef,  dairy  and  swine  industries,  as  well  as 
representatives  from  The  Florida  Department  of  Agriculture,  The  Ex- 
tension Service,  Florida  State  Board  of  Health,  Florida  Livestock  Board, 
and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Animal  Disease  Eradication 
Branch.  The  Governor  has  charged  this  committee  with  the  responsibility 
of  formulating  recommendations  to  the  industries  and  agencies  involved, 
as  well  as  methods  to  curtail  the  spread  of  brucellosis  and  eventually 
eradicate  this  disease  in  Florida. 

In  1955,  154,899  cattle  were  tested  for  brucellosis.  3,480  reactors  were 
found  and  eliminated.  60,699  calves  were  vaccinated  with  Strain  19, 
avianized  vaccine,  against  the  disease.  The  following  figures  indicate  the 
increased  effort  in  1955  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Adults 

Year 

Tested 

Reactors 

Vaccinated 

Vaccinated 

1951 

89,002 

2,427 

29,408 

21,182 

1952 

82,602 

1,622 

32,905 

17,126 

1953 

89,580 

1,843 

32,188 

15,751 

1954 

97,234 

1,725 

34,493 

20,014 

1955 

154,899 

3,480 

60,699 

20,754 

Twelve  cases  of  human  brucellosis  were  diagnosed  and  confirmed  by 
laboratory  tests  in  1955.  t 

Bovine  tuberculosis,  although  under  control,  still  remains  in  Florida 
herds.  153,834  cattle  were  tested  in  3,897  herds  and  17  herds  were 
found  infected.  107  tuberculous  cattle  were  identified  and  eliminated. 
Florida's   dairy   law,  as  well   as   all   municipal   and   county  regulations. 
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require  annual  testing  for  tuberculosis.  These  regulations  should  continue 
to  be  enforced  and  more  rigid  control  of  cattle  imports  invoked  to 
completely  eradicate  this  disease. 

Rabies  still  exists  in  Florida.  Attempts  at  state  control  by  legislation 
have  not  been  successful,  however  most  municipalities,  as  well  as  five 
counties,  now  have  anti-rabies  laws.  These  county  programs  of  im- 
munization of  owned  dogs,  and  stray  dog  control,  are  very  successful 
in  controlling  rabies  in  dogs  where  there  is  adequate  enforcement.  This 
control  is  most  important  due  to  the  fact  that  most  himian  exposure 
occurs  from  dogs.  Of  the  41  rabid  dogs  in  1955,  29  were  in  one  localized 
epidemic  which  involved  three  counties.  Rabies  has  also  been  diagnosed 
in  12  foxes,  11  raccoons,  1  skunk,  5  cats,  1  bobcat,  1  horse,  3  cattle  and 
8  bats.  No  human  rabies  occured  in  Florida  in  1955;  however,  375 
people  were  given  anti-rabic  treatment  following  exposure  to  animal 
bites. 


Year 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


Positive  Heads 
211 
120 
171 
209 

213 
394 
332 

73 

S8 

14 

21 

64 

89 

83 


Human  Deaths 

Humans  Treated 

1  -  Duval 

482 

1  -  Taylor 

595 

__ 

509 

2  -  Alachua 

Duval 

1337+ 

1  -  Escambia 

1337 

1  -  Polk 

1434 

1  -  Hillsborough 

1322 
770 
500-f- 

, 

562 

1 

422      . 

— . 

380 

423 



375 

Table  35  shows  the  incidence  of  rabies  by  species,  county  and  month 
for  the  year  1955. 

This  Division  continues  to  study  the  incidence  of  rabies  in  bats  in 
an  attempt  to  correlate  the  finding  of  infection  in  this  species  with  the 
disease  of  other  mammals.  Mr.  William  L.  Jennings,  who  is  conducting 
this  study  states: 

•'During  the  past  year  work  was  primarily  directed  toward  securing 
a  large,  representative  sample  of  bats  for  rabies  examination. 
This  included  coordination  of  the  public  bat  shoot  program  and 
collection  from  colonies  throughout  the  State.  The  bats  were 
indentified  and  detailed  studies  were  made  of  their  life  history 
and  ecology. 

Technical  assistance  was  rendered  during  several  wildlife  rabies 
control  programs  and  various  meetings  and  conferences  were 
attended." 
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Equine  Encephdomyelitis,  aU  of  the  Eastern  strain  was  climcally 
diiZed  in  46  horses.  This  disease  was  also  diagnosed  for  the  fmit 
d^hTpiorida  in  pheasants.  It  was  found  in  these  birds  foUowmg  the 
r^L"  J  mv«dgatL  of  mortaUty  in  a  hobby  flock  in  Duval  County. 
Again  no  human  cases  were  reported. 

Other  animal  diseases,  either  from  domestic  commercial  anima^s^p^^ 
pets  or  wUdlife,  are  also  mvestigated.  These  diseases  may  be  parasitic, 
bacterial,  viral  or  mycotic  (fungus)  infections. 

The  animal  morbidity  reporting  program,  a  joint  r^nsibiUty  of 
the  Florida  Livestock  Board,  Florida  State  Board  of  Health,  US. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Animal  Disease  Eradication  Branch,  and 
ZZ^g  veterinlrians,  hL  exceeded  all  expectations^  Better  than 
gTprSnt  of  all  morbidity  report  cards  are  completed  and  returned 
each  reporting  period,  thus  furnishing  excellent  information  on  mfectious 
dteasTof  anSials  which  are  of  both  public  health  and  economic 
importance. 

Two  veterinarians  from  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  were  as- 
signed to  the  Division  of  Veterinary  Public  Health  or  m-service  training 
a!S  to  assist  in  the  overall  program.  Briefly  their  activities  have  m- 
eluded: 

1  Field  investigations  of  such  animal  diseases  as  rabies,  ringworm 
*  in  cattle,   fluorine   poisoning  in  range  cattle,  smuan  diarrheas. 

Eastern  Equine  Encephalomyelitis  and  psittacosis. 

2  Laboratory    studies,    including    bacteriological,    virological    and 
serological  correlation  of  field  data  and  findings. 

3  A  general  veterinary  public  health  program  consisting  of  tuber- 
■  culin  testing,  dairy  plant  inspection,  sylvan  rabies  studies,  ammal 

quarantine  and  administrative  duties.  I 

The  report  of  the  Veterinary  Bacteriology  section  of  the  Bureau  of 
Laboratories  appears  in  the  latter's  report.  This  service  ^^^^e  vetenn- 
arians  in  the  state  continues  to  expand  and  will  contmue  to  do  so  unti  the 
diagnostic  laboratory  for  animal  diseases,  provided  for  by  the  l^oo 
Legislature,  is  completed  and  staffed. 


MILK  SANITATION  ACTVITIES 


SAMUEL  O.  NOLES,  B.S.A.,  M.P.H, 
LEWIS  W.  WILLIS,  B.S. 


During  1955,  activities  in  milk  sanitation  have  contmued  to  increase 
One  pe^n  is  employed  to  keep  information  up-to-date  in  the  Central 
M^lk  ^SiT,  and  in  doing  Secretarial  work  in  the  milk  sanitation 
pr^^B^kuse  of  better 'tabulating  and  recording  of  mfomiation, 
die  value  of  the  Central  Milk  Registry  has  been  increased  considerably^ 
Information  as  to  the  type  of  milk  sanitation  programs  bemg  conducted 
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in  eiven  areas  is  a  valuable  function  of  this  registry.  Such  information 
t  ^aLed  along  when  milk  is  moved  from  one  area  to  another  withm 
the  state. 

The  milk  consultants  continued  to  work  with  local  sanitarians  and 
DepaLent  of  Agriculture  daii^  supervisors  on  quality  control  programs^ 
A  greater  part  of  their  time  was  concentrated  on  dain^  shipping  nulk 
m  PensacoL  and  Tallahassee  milk  sheds.  These  areas  have  been  con- 
entS  on  inverting  from  handling  milk  in  10-gallon  cans  to  bulk 
hamdUng  Along  with  such  conversion  has  been  mstallat.on  of  some 
cleaned'in-place'pipe  line  systems.  With  solution  of  proWemswhi^ 
accompany  such  conversions,  the  overall  quahty  and  safety  ot  me 
pr^S  Lching  the  consuming  public  have  been  matenaUy  mcreased. 

Additional  activities  of  the  milk  consultant  have  been:  active  parti- 
ciolrion  on  development  of  standards  for  manufacture  of  dairy  equip- 
ment woAin^  wiSi  the  dairy  industry  in  their  various  organizational 
StieT  securing  approval  of  milk  and  other  dairy  product  for  mter- 
«a  r  me  Ld  chectog  adequacy  of  control  programs  on  dames  and 
pT^ts  a^'d  ptsing  suchSnfoi^ation  on  to  the  health  officers  concerned. 

There  has  been  a  greater  cooperation  of  the  State  Board  of  H^ldi 
and  county  health  department  personnel  with  personnel  of  the  Depart 
ment  of  Agriculture/ Dairy  Division,  than  ever  before.  This  has  de- 
Slv  resuhed  in  ^eater  uniformity  of  efforts  and  improvemen  m 
q^lhy  control  progrLs  throughout  the  state.  This  has  been  a  develop- 
ment of  great  importance  to  the  whole  dairy  industry. 

Because  of  increased  movement  of  milk  from  one  section  of  the  state 
to  aSr,  with  «sultant  requests  fiom  health  °«-"s  concerned   or  m- 

formation  on  quality  control  programs  b-.'ngj°"'^""f  j  .1^°%"^ J^J 
consultant  was  employed.    This  was  done  m  September  1955.    Th^ad 

ditional  person  will  materially  increase  the  f""""  ,jf"'*„y^'";  "^.^u' 
mation  soured  and  submitted  to  any  county  health  off  cer  on  quah^ 
milk  control  programs  in  other  areas    Industry,  as  a  result,  will  benet.t 
by  greater  freedom  of  movement  of  their  products. 

Several  changes  have  occured  during  the  year  which  will  tend  to 
Increl^r  he  overran  efficiency  and  quality  of  milk  --'ation  contro  work 
throughout  the  State.  As  those  facts  become  generally  known,  it  wiU 
deSely  tend  to  affect  favorably  the  amount  of  milk  bemg  consumed 

in  the  state. 

Summary  of  Activities: 

Counties  visited   -- ^^^ 

No.  of  inspections  of  dairy  producers wu 

No.  of  inspections  of  pasteurization  plants ■Ji 

No.  of  dairy  bam  plans  reviewed - -- ^^ 

No  of  plans  for  pasteurization  plants  reviewed ^ 

Conventions  attended  (regulatory  &  mdustry)  lU 

Short  course  for  sanitarians  


r 
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TABLE  35 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  ANIMAL  RABIES  BY  SPECIES, 
COUNTY  AND  MONTH  — 1955 


COUNTY 

SPECIES 

TOTAL 

MONTH 

Dog 

Fox 

Raccoon 

Skunk 

Cat 

Cattle 

Horse 

Bat 

Bobcat 

TOTALS 

41** 

12 

11 

1 

5 

8 

1 

8 

1 

83 

COUNTY 

Alachum 

Baker         .    ... 

1 
1 

2 

8 

6 

1 

Bay 

Calhoon 

1 
1 

"'i'.'. 

"i" 

1 
S 

1 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
20 
2 
2 
7 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
9 
8 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Collier 

i 

Dade* 

1 

'"i" 

Duval 

i 

E^scambia 

4 



Gadsden 

i 



■■'i  ■ 

Hamilton 

Hillsborough... 

is 

i 

i 

Hdines 

2 

Indian  River. . . 

1 

i 

Jackaon 

1 

3 

i 

2 

1 

Leon 

Levy 

i 

Liberty 

i 

"""i" 

Marion 

i 

Martin 

1 

Okeechobee 

1 

Palm  Beach 

2 

■••■••• 

Paaco 

7 

i 

1 

Pinellaa 

2 

i 

■    i" 

Polk 

2 



St. Lucie 

i 

Santa  Rosa.  . . . 

i 

Sarasota 

i 

••••*•• 

Sumto- 

i 



Union 

i 

Waahington . . . . 

i 

MONTH 

13 

25 

8 

6 

7 
A 

January 

7 

4 

1 

■'i* 

1 

1 

February 

20 

2 

1 

March 

April 

May 

6 

■i" 

2 

'■'"i" 
1 

'"i" 

1 

1 
1 

■"i" 

■■■■i" 

1 

2 
2 

"i" 

June 

1 

3 

4 
5 
1 
4 
6 

July 

i 

2 

August 

2 

1 

1 

"'2' 

September 

1 

1 

1 

October 

1 

Novemb«r 

8 

i 

Decembtf 

2 

i 

1 

1      1 

•This  dog  was  an  import  from  C«itral  America.  It  died  within  a  short  period  of  time  aft«r 
arrival  in  a  veterinary  hospital.  ^         .       ,m..  i 

♦♦29  of  this  total  were  dogs  from  Hillsborough,  Pasco  and  Pmcllaa  Counties.  This  was  an  epi- 
demic early  in  the  year— January,  February  and  March,  and  started  with  aq)oaure  from  a 
rmbid 
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TABLE  36 

CASES  OF  ANIAAAL  DISEASES  REPORTED  BY  VETERINARIANS. 

aORIDA,  1955 


COUNTY 


Total. 


Alachua 

D&K^f  >  >•• 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrus 

Clay 

Collier 

Columbia 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Dixie 

Duval 

Escambia 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gilchrist 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamilton 

Hardee 

Hendry , 

Hernando 

Highlands 

Hillsborotigh .  . 

Holmes 

Indian  River.  . 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

J-j&Ilc  ••••••••• 

L.AJV  .   •   •••••••• 

1.4^0Q  «•■••«••• 
JL^?  Vjf  ■  •••••••• 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee.  . . 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach.. . 

Pasco 

Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns 

St.  Lucie 

Santa  Rosa.  .  . 

Sarasota 

SeminolA 

Sumter • 

Suwannee .... 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington . . 


An- 
thrax 


I 

a 


a 
< 


272 


10 
1 

*i 

19 


8 


20 
2 


4 

27 

2 


2 
24 


4 
24 
87 
24 

8 


1 
15 


17 
10 


o 

.ss 
n 


e 

en 
3 
8 
% 

u 

2 

n 


i 

■3 
a 

8 

e 


I 

"o 
O 

M 
O 

a 


•s 

H 

* 

« 


o 


Lepto- 
spirosis 


« 
a 
ja 
o 


o 


« 
Si 


2 


Rabies 


O 


« 

C 

I 
I 


O      H 


c 

s 


Ring- 
worm 


o 


139 


79 


18 

'2 
2 


8 


46 


445 


46 


11 


21 
6 


9 
10 


45 


28 
2 


18 
3 


5 

io 


8 


21 


8 
17 
7 
6 
1 


2 


12 
89 

80 
1 

"6 

"2 

48 

1 


18 
1 


5 

*7 

io 

2 


17 


22 

io 


100 
20 


2 


42 


380 


220 


1 

io 

28 


8 

•  • 

i9 

9 


125 

4 


19 
'9 


71 


56 
5 


2 


14 
2 

*2 

87 
1 

4 

1 

4 

10 


18 

18 

4 

i6 

10 


. .  . 


20 


13 


•  ■   • 
■   •  • 

•  •  • 


9 


28 


113 


29 


10 


6 


3    33 
5 


18 
*4 

>  •  • 

7 


1 


1  ... 


2 


162 


29 


18 
2 


10 
40 

i2 


38 


47 


4 
2 


16 
'2 


20 


11    11 


10 
8 


6 


11 

*i 


A 


i| 
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DIVISION  OF  NUTRITION  AND  DIABETES  CONTROL 

L.  L  PARKS,  M.D.,  Director 

MARJORIE  M.  MORRISON,  M.S. 
Chief  Nutrition  Consultant 

The  staff  of  the  Division  of  Nutrition  and  Diabetes  Control  remained 
the  same  during  the  year.  There  were  four  nutritionists  employed.  Each 
was  assigned  to  a  specific  area  of  the  state  and  offered  service  to  some 
twelve  to  nineteen  counties.  Although  funds  were  made  available  for 
an  additional  staff  member  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal 
year,  a  qualified  person  has  not  yet  been  found. 

NUTRITION 

At  a  staff  meeting  held  early  in  the  year,  it  was  decided  to  give  special 
emphasis  to  "teen-age"  nutrition.  A  limited  study  of  teen-agers'  attitudes 
toward  food  and  the  way  food  information  is  presented  in  schools  was 
made.  Countywide  conferences  of  homemaking  teachers  regarding  teach- 
ing nutrition  to  adolescents  were  held  in  six  counties.  In  addition  to 
this,  there  were  many  individual  and  faculty  conferences  with  junior  and 
senior  high  school  teachers.  A  continuation  of  weight  control  classes  in 
several   high    schools   further   carried   out    this  phase  of  our   program. 

In  addition  to  the  school  programs  mentioned  above,  there  was  a 
continuation  of  elementary  school  projects.  Parent-Teacher  study  courses 
on  nutrition  were  taught.  The  opportunity  to  meet  with  several  groups 
of  school  principals  to  discuss  nutrition  programs  and  problems  in  their 
schools  aided  progress  in  respect  to  interesting  administrators  in  nutrition. 
The  staff  met  with  53  faculty  groups  and  had  a  total  of  100  individual 
teacher  conferences   during  the  year. 

Surveys  in  schools  indicated  a  continuing  need  for  nutrition  education. 
For  example,  a  one  day  survey  of  the  beverages  consumed  by  16,609 
school  children  in  twelve  counties  revealed  30.8  per  cent  had  three  or 
more  glasses  of  milk;  55.3  per  cent  had  one  or  more  soft  drinks;  and 
29.4  per  cent  had  one  or  more  glasses  of  orange  juice. 

As  a  result  of  school  programs  in  some  instances,  community  programs 
were  begun.  Others  were  based  on  general  interest  which  was  instigated 
largely  by  the  public  health  nurses. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  school  programs,  the  staff  worked  very 
closely  with  the  State  Department  of  Education.  Assistance  was  given 
in  the  preparation  of  an  elementary  health  bulletin;  to  the  State  School 
Lunch  staff  with  their  summer  workshops  for  school  lunch  workers. 
Besides  teaching  in  the  three  statewide  workshops,  the  staff  had  41 
conferences  with  school  lunch  personnel  throughout  the  state. 

Florida  State  University  utilized  the  services  of  a  nutritionist  for  guest 
lectures  to  home  economics,  health  education,  and  nursing  classes. 
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Other  state  agencies  with  whom  the  staff  cooperated  were  the  State 
Tuberculosis  Board,  Citrus  Conmiission,  Crippled  Children's  Commission^ 
and  the  State  Welfare  Board.  Assistance  was  primarily  in  the  area  ot 
teaching  personnel  and  clients  and  through  consultation  on  sp^ial 
problems.  For  example,  a  staff  member  participated  m  a  workshop 
for  nurses  in  each  of  the  state  tuberculosis  hospitals  dunng  the  past 
year  and  in-service  education  classes  on  food  budgetmg  were  held  tor 
the  personnel  of  five  of  the  welfare  districts. 

Two  non-official  agencies  with  whom  the  staff  worked  are  the  Red 
Cross  and  the  Florida  Heart  Association.  Classes  were  taught  to  Home 
Nursing  and  Mother  and  Child  groups  for  the  former;  plans  were  formu- 
lated  with  the  latter  for  a  series  of  classes  on  low  sodium  diets  to  begm 
eariy  in  1956  in  answer  to  requests  by  private  physicians. 

Many  nursing  homes  and  other  small  institutions  requested  assistance 
with  food  problems.  Fifty-nine  visits  were  made  to  institutions  of  this 
kind.  A  one-day  conference  was  organized  for  food  managers  of  small 
institutions  in  one  area. 

Health  department  programs  continued  to  utilize  the  greatest  portion 
of  the  nutritionists'  time.  There  were  145  group  and  382  mdividual 
conferences  held  with  staff  members  of  county  health  departments. 
Assistance  was  given  with  such  things  as  planning  fair  exhibits,  organizing 
a  workshop  for  migrant  nursery  school  workers,  and  presenting  tele- 
vision programs  in  addition  to  routine  nutrition  problems. 

A  member  of  the  staff  participated  in  each  of  the  cardiac  seminan 
sponsored  by  the  Division  of  Heart  Disease  Control  and  Pubhc  Health 
Nursing.  In  three  participating  counties,  assistance  was  given  with  the 
community  health  resource  course  for  teachers.  (See  description  ot 
Teachers  Project  in  report  of  Division  of  Health  Information.) 

The  bi-monthly  publication  Nutrition  in  a  Nutshell  was  continued. 
It  was  distributed  to  each  of  the  health  departments  and  others  who 
requested  it.  Several  new  pieces  of  literature  primarily  on  wise  tood 
purchasing  were  prepared. 

One  member  of  the  staff  gave  a  paper  before  the  Florida  Health 
Officers  Society.  The  paper,  "Do  We  Really  Advise  the  Patient?  was 
selected  for  publication  in  the  Journal  of  the  Flonda  Medical  Association. 
Numerous  editorials  in  both  newspapers  and  professional  magazines  as 
well  as  requests  for  reprints  indicated  the  recognition  it  received  through- 
out the  country. 

Seven  weeks'  field  work  experiences  was  provided  for  a  graduate 
student  of  pubUc  health  nutrition.  Two  staff  members  attended  a 
nutrition  refresher  course  offered  by  the  School  of  Medicme  Tulane 
University;  a  third  staff  member  attended  a  two  weeks  workshop  in 
community  nutrition  sponsored  by  Syracuse  University. 


• 
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The  diabetes  program  consisted  primarily  of  the  distribution  of  in- 
sulin and  educational  material  on  the  same  basis  as  last  year.  More 
attention  should  have  been  given  to  this  program  as  diabetes  was  the 
ninth  leading  cause  of  death  in  the  state,  but  funds  were  not  available  for 
an  adequate  detection  program. 

INSULIN  DISTRIBUTION 

Insulin  was  distributed  to  indigent  diabetics  through  the  county  health 
departments  or  their  approved  clinics.  The  determination  of  indigency 
was  left  to  each  health  department.  Distribution  was  done  on  a  quota 
basis  since  the  demand  for  insulin  exceeded  the  funds  available  for 
supply.  Each  health  department  requisitioned  the  type  and  amount  of 
insulin  within  their  allocation  from  the  central  office. 

During  1955  a  total  of  28,980  vials  of  insulin  was  distributed  to 
counties.  This  represented  18,452,000  units  at  a  total  cost  of  $35,394.22. 
Insulin  was  distributed  to  2455  diabetics. 

EDUCATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

A  monthly  bulletin,  Timely  Topics,  was  published  throughout  the 
year.  This  bulletin  which  covered  subjects  of  general  interest  to  the 
diabetic  was  distributed  to  2,000  laymen  and  physicians. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Florida  Medical  Association  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Medicine,  Graduate  School,  University  of  Florida,  the  division 
assisted  in  bringing  two  outstanding  speakers  to  the  third  annual  meeting 
of  the  Florida  Clinical  Diabetes  Association. 

Members  of  the  staff  assisted  county  health  departments  with  classes 
for  diabetics.  Regular  classes  for  diabetics  were  held  for  clinic  patients 
at  Jackson  Memorial  Hospital  for  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

DIABETES  DETECTION 

Diabetes  detection  by  this  division  virtually  was  non-existent  during 
the  year  because  of  lack  of  personnel  and  funds.  Blood  sugar  tests  were 
made  on  4,013  persons  thirty  years  of  age  and  over  in  conjunction  with 
venereal  disease  surveys  in  Polk  and  Seminole  Counties.  Of  the  4,013 
persons  checked,  102  ran  blood  sugars  over  130  mgms.  Follow-up  has 
not  been  completed.  , 

One  staff  member  helped  spearhead  the  Pinellas  County  Lay  Diabetes 
Association's  drive  during  Diabetes  Detection  Week.  This  year  testing 
was  carried  out  in  both  St.  Petersburg  and  Clearwater.  Both  Clinitest 
and  Testape  were  employed.  There  were  3,087  tests  made;  of  these  100 
showed  sugar  in  the  urine.  None  of  these  people  had  a  history  of  diabetes. 
Follow-up  has  not  been  completed. 

Article  by  staff  member: 

Collins,  Gretchen  E.,  Do  We  Really  Advise  the  Patient?  J.F.M.A., 
42:111-115.  Aug.,   1955. 
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BUREAU  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CONTROL 

C.  M.  SHARP,  M.D.,  Director 

The  activities  of  this  bureau  during  the  calendar  year  have  continued 
at  about  the  same  rate  as  for  1954.  We  had  received  a  great  deal  of 
encouragement  from  the  Governor's  Committee  on  Public  Health  who 
had  recommended  a  200  per  cent  increase  in  operatmg  funds.  The  actual 
increase  permitted  this  bureau  by  the  Budget  Bureau  and  the  Legislature 
was  only  $30,000,  which  would  be  used  to  purchase  drugs  to  be  dis- 
pensed on  an  out-patient  basis  after  the  discharge  of  patients  from  hos- 
pitals, and  to  enable  the  bureau  to  have  an  extra  physician  to  reinstitute 
out-patient  cUnics  in  local  health  departments  •  (which  will  be  started 
when  a  satisfactory  clinician  can  be  obtained).  This  actually  represents 
no  increase  over  the  previous  budget  in  terms  of  operatmg  funds  tor 
case  finding  and  for  follow-up. 

With  the  revolution  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  that  has  occurred 
since  use  of  the  new  antibacterial  drugs,  we  need  to  set  up  our  case- 
finding  activities  to  find  those  last  residual  foci  of  infectious  cases  who 
continue  to  perpetuate  the  disease.  Certainly  we  should  not  become 
complacent  at  a  time  when  we  are  making  real  inroads  into  the  tuber- 
culosis problem.  It  is  felt  that  great  expansion  in  case  finding  facihties 
are  going  to  be  necessary  if  we  expect  to  use  our  tuberculosis  hospitals 
effectively. 

MORTALITY 

In  spite  of  the  above  facts,  progress  has  been  made  both  in  morbidity 
and  in  mortality  statistics,  although  it  is  not  the  strikmg  progress  we 
have  been  able  to  report  in  previous  years. 

Provisional  figures  from  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  indicate  that 
the  mortaUty  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  reached  a  new  low.  Althougn 
not  as  striking  as  in  previous  years,  it  is  significant  that  m  a  fast  growing 
state  like  Florida  we  are  able  to  continue  to  see  a  declme  m  mortality. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  death  rate  from  8.1  per  100,000  iri  1954 
to  7.9  in  1955.  Two  hundred  eighty-three  persons  died  from  the  disease 
in  1954  as  against  287  in  1955. 

The  most  striking  decrease  in  the  death  rate  occurred  in  the  negro 
population;  a  decrease  from  18.1  per  100,000  in  1954  to  15.9  m  1955. 
Against  this  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  death  rate  in  the  white  population 
from  5.7  to  5.9  per  100,000.  All  told,  during  the  past  5  years,  there  has 
been  a  58  per  cent  decrease  in  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  Florida. 

CASE  RNDING 

Along  with  the  decrease  in  mortality  there  has  been  a  continuing  de- 
crease in  morbidity  from  the  disease.  While  the  death  rate  decline  has 
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been  striking,  the  decrease  in  reporting  of  new  cases  has  lagged  far  be- 
hind. With  a  decrease  of  58  per  cent  in  the  death  rate  during  the  last 
5  years  we  have  seen  only  a  26  per  cent  decrease  in  the  newly  reported 
case  rate.  During  1955,  however,  we  have  noticed  an  appreciable  de- 
crease in  newly  reported  cases.  There  were  2253  cases  reported  in 
1955  as  against  2461  cases  reported  in  1954,  a  decrease  of  8.4  per  cent. 

In  analyzing  the  cases  according  to  stage  of  the  disease  we  find  an 
appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of  far  advanced  cases.  This  indicates 
that  our  case  finding  procedures  are  still  inadequate,  or  that  the  popula- 
tion is  still  resistant  to  our  case  finding  efforts. 

White  males  still  constitute  approximately  one-half  of  the  new  cases 
reported  each  year.  Fifty-one  per  cent  of  all  cases  reported  were  in  the 
age  group  over  45.  Another  significant  finding  is  that  15  per  cent  of 
all  cases  reported  were  in  the  age  group  over  65. 

Sources  of  reporting  continue  to  be  principally  from  health  depart- 
ments. Only  2.5  per  cent  of  cases  were  reported  directly  from  private 
physicians.  This,  however,  is  not  believed  to  represent  a  correct  figure 
since  most  of  their  cases  are  reported  directly  to  local  health  departments. 
Another  principal  source  of  reporting  is  from  state  tuberculosis  hospitals 
and  Veterans  Administration  Hospital  admissions  and  discharges. 

In  1954,  61  or  2.5  per  cent  of  new  cases  were  reported  by  death  certifi- 
cates which  increased  to  72  or  3.2  per  cent  of  all  deaths  reported  in 
1955.  This  is  still  quite  low,  but  it  is  rather  alarming  to  see  an  increase 
in  this  figure  when  it  has  shown  constant  improvement.  Any  case  of  far 
advanced  tuberculosis  or  disease  first  reported  by  a  death  certificate 
represents  a  public  health  failure.  It  should  be  pointed  out,  however, 
that  13  or  18.1  per  cent  of  these  cases  were  still  reported  from  Florida 
State  Hospital  (for  the  mentally  ill).  While  most  of  these  patients  were 
isolated  in  tuberculosis  wards  and  probably  do  not  constitute  immediate 
public  health  problems,  their  contacts  should  certainly  be  under  super- 
vision by  local  health  departments. 

CENTRAL  TUBERCULOSIS  CASE  REGISTER 

A  great  deal  of  activity  in  the  central  office  and  in  local  health  units 
is  concentrated  on  maintaining  a  central  case  register  since  we  have 
felt  that  it  represents  our  only  satisfactory  method  for  maintaining  cur- 
rent information  on  the  case  load.  Total  cases  in  the  register  have  de- 
creased since  1954,  and  the  number  of  active  cases  in  the  register 
(including  those  in  hospitals)  have  shown  a  substantial  decrease.  How- 
ever, that  there  are  still  45  per  cent  of  the  active  cases  residing  at  home. 
It  is  felt  this  can  very  definitely  be  attributed  to  the  number  of  cases 
under  care  of  private  physicians.  There  are  indications  that  approximately 
30  per  cent  of  all  active  cases  are  under  care  of  private  physicians. 
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The  number  of  positive  sputum  cases  at  home  have  shown  an  appreci- 
able decrease,  from  50.9  per  cent  in  1952  to  20  per  cent  in  1955.  At 
any  one  given  point  in  analyzing  the  case  register  there  will  mevitably 
be  an  estimated  10  per  cent  error,  and  one  must  always  take  this  mto 
account.  Many  of  the  active  cases  when  studied  in  January  did  not 
correspond  to  the  above  findings. 

MASS  CHEST  X-RAY  SURVEYS 

All  four  of  our  X-ray  units  were  activated  in  July  and  one  generator 
has  been  added  which  will  greatly  increase  efficiency  of  operation.  The 
units  are  beginning  to  show  the  result  of  long  usage  and  need  replacmg. 
We  could  place  these  units  for  permanent  installations  in  strategic  loca- 
tions which  would  result  in  good  case  finding. 

Conducting  mass  X-ray  surveys  of  large  population  groups  with  mobile 
X-ray  equipment  as  well  as  stationary  X-ray  units  continues  to  be  the 
principal  activity  of  this  bureau.  Fortunately,  we  were  able  to  procure 
an  additional  bus  unit  in  the  early  fall,  and  consequently  have  had  the 
advantage  another  mobile  unit  as  well  as  another  generator  would  give. 

More  survey  films  were  made  during  1955  than  in  any  previous  year 
since  1947  when  we  began  this  activity,  but,  unfortunately,  due  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  state  proportionately  fewer  of  the  population  are 
being  examined.  The  population  of  the  state  has  practically  doubled 
since  this  activity  was  started,  but  we  still  have  the  same  number  of  units. 

During  1955,  559,555  persons  were  examined  as  against  528,699  m 
1954.  This  increase  was  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
year  was  allocated  to  smaller  counties  in  the  state.  Follow-up  showed 
an  inprovement  over  last  year  with  80.2  per  cent  as  compared  to  75.6 
per  cent  in  1954. 

Fewer  cases  were  detected;  590  in  1955  as  against  737  in  1954.  This 
probably  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  decrease  of  15  per  cent  in  follow-up. 

More  active  cases  were  uncovered,  however,  than  in  the  previous 
year;  328  in  1955  against  244  in  1954. 

The  new  case  rate  decreased  from  141.2  in  1954  to  105.4  in  1955. 
This  table  (42)  has  had  another  column  added,  that  of  active  old 
cases.  In  addition  to  the  328  active  new  cases  we  picked  up  61  active 
old  cases,  making  a  total  of  389  active  cases  found  on  surveys,  somewhat 
less   than   one   per  thousand. 

Non-tuberculosis  pathology  constitutes  a  major  portion  of  the  pathol- 
ogy found  on  surveys.  Seven  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-four  survey 
films  showed  evidence  of  pathology  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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Of  the  total  6,525  films  considered  suspicious  of  tuberculosis  4,000 
were  Riven  foUow-up  examinations  and  590  of  these  revealed  defmitc 
new  (Les  of  tuberculosis,  620  were  previously  known  (^,  297  were 
still  considered  suspicious  and  under  observation  and  898  were  con- 
sidered  as  having  oSier  pathology.  Of  the  4,000,  14  x  17  follow-up  films 
1308,  or  approximately  20  per  cent,  were  considered  negative. 

The  major  portion  of  disease  found  was  in  the  white  male  group  but 
the  turnout  in  this  group  continues  discouraging.  The  per  cent  of  the 
colored  population  taking  advantage  of  these  surveys  remains  poor, 
and  it  is  believed  that  we  would  find  many  times  more  tuberculosis 
among  this  group  not  examined  than  the  group  acceptmg  the  X-ray 
service. 

One  must  conclude  that  X-ray  surveys  stiU  constitute  the  most  im- 
portant single  case  finding  media,  and  they  should  be  mcreased  in 
{lumbers  and  facilities  should  be  at  least  double  to  take  care  of  the 
large  increase  in  population. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  about  the  valuable  assistance  given  these 
X-ray  surveys  by  the  local  tuberculosis  and  health  associations  as  we 
as  the  state  association,  without  whose  service  we  would  have  a  difficult 
time  in  conducting  the  surveys  under  the  existmg  appropnation. 

In  order  that  the  state  may  be  adequately  covered  by  X-ray  surveys, 
we  need  to  double  the  number  of  units  since  the  population  has  prac- 
tically doubled  since  1947  (when  we  began  these  surveys),  and  the 
yield  of  new  cases  per  1,000  films  taken  is  so  much  less  It  is  our  hope 
that  emergency  appropriations  can  be  made  by  the  cabinet  to  permit 
us  to  do  5iis  in  order  that  sufficient  new  cases  may  be  found  to  make 
further  advances  into  the  tuberculosis  problem  in  Flonda,  and  to  use 
the  tuberculosis  hospitals  effectively. 

> 

CONSULTATION  X-RAY  SERVICES 

This  phase  of  tuberculosis  control  probably  results  in  more  case  find- 
ing  than  X-ray  surveys.  The  service  has  been  contmued  along  the  lines 
previously  carried  out,  but  there  has  been  an  increase  m  tiie  number  ot 
clinics  and  consultation  X-rays  processed  in  the  office  of  this  bureau. 

In  1954,  19,238  clinic  and  consultation  X-rays  were  interpreted  as 
against  19,794  during  1955,  an  increase  of  556. 

The  number  of  active  cases  decreased  from  518  in  19M  to  298  in 
1955  The  probably  active  cases  increased  from  210  m  1954  to  4<>»  m 
1955.  In  addition,  2,876  inactive  cases  were  brought  to  Ught  as  a  result 
of  this  X-ray  service. 
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It  should  be  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  total  of  407  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis brought  to  light  as  a  result  of  X-ray  surveys,  which  still  indicates 
that  this  is  a  very  productive  source  of  case  finding. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ACTIVITIES  IN  LOCAL 
HEALTH  DEPARTMENTS 

This  continues  to  be  the  principal  single  activity  in  most  county  health 
departments.  The  Activities  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Local  Health 
Service  shows  an  increase  in  both  large  (14  x  17)  film  and  70mm 
films  taken.  The  number  of  tuberculosis  cases  hospitalized,  however, 
decreased  from  1626  cases  in  1954  to  1474  in  1955.  VVe  attribute  this 
to  the  increased  treatment  at  home  carried  out  by  private  physicians. 
Two  thousand  six  hundred  nine  active  cases  were  admitted  to  the  nurs- 
ing service,  and  there  was  a  15  per  cent  increase  in  field  nursmg  visits 
which  can  be  attributed  to  the  rapid  discharge  policy  instituted  by  the 
tuberculosis  hospitals. 

TUBERCULOSIS  HOSPITALS 

Since  1954  patients  have  been  released  in  ever  increasing  numbers 
from  the  State  Tuberculosis  Hospitals,  mostly  under  Isoniazid  and  PAS 
therapy.  This  has  greatly  increased  the  work  load  of  the  local  health 
departments  and  has  resulted,  we  feel,  in  the  discharge  of  entirely  too 
many  active  cases  from  the  hospitals,  many  of  whom  will  reactivate  and 
present  future  public  health  problems.  It  is  our  hope  that  in  the  future 
patients  can  be  retained  in  the  hospital  for  a  sufficient  period  of  time 
to  permit  them  enough  activity  so  that  they  can  be  self  supporting. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  rapid  discharge  policy,  which  resulted  in  100 
per  cent  increase  in  discharges  during  November  and  December  of  1955 
over  the  previous  year,  can  be  revised,  particularly  since  there  are  ap- 
proximately 300  empty  beds  in  the  hospitals.  v 

Since  welfare  assistance  is  so  inadequate  it  would  seem  the  better 
part  of  wisdom,  with  all  the  vacancies  existing,  to  permit  patients  to 
return  to  full  activity  before  discharge  from  hospitals. 

Articles  by  staff  members: 

Sharp,  C.  M.,  Doff,  S.  D.,  Williams,  E.  H.,  Jr.,  and  Thomer,  R.  M.  A 
reappraisal  of  tuberculosis  in  Florida.  Pub.  Health  Rep.,  70:271-276, 
March,  1955. 
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TABLE  37 

DEATHS  ROM  TUBERCULOSIS    (AU  FORMS)    AND  DEATH  RATES 

PER  100,000  POPULATION  BY  COLOR, 

aORIDA,  SELECTED  YEARS 
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TABLE  39 
COMPARISON  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASE  REGISTBK  STATISTICS, 

FLORIDA,   1952-1955 


YRAR 


TOTAL 


WHITE 


Deaths 


1966*. 
1964.. 
196S.. 
1952.. 
1961.. 
I960.. 
1945.. 
1940.. 
19S6.. 
1»0.. 
1925.. 
1920.. 


287 


Rate 


601 
618 
622 
706 
97S 
906 

1.016 
999 

1.016 


7J 

8.1 

9.7 

16.7 

173 

18.7 

81.1 

50.8 

56.0 

68.6 

80.8 

102.8 


Deaths 


174 
169 
171 
250 
279 
254 
889 
875 
895 
482 
426 
428 


Rate 


5.9 
5.7 
6.9 
10.5 
12.2 
11-6 
19.7 
26.8 
84.3 
41J 
50.0 
64.8 


COLORED 


Tobe^nkiais  Cases  by  Aettnty,  LoeatioB 
and  Siwtam  Status 


Deaths 


lis 

124 
182 
251 
289 
268 
869 
598 
518 
588 
678 
593 


Rate 


TOTAL  CASES  IN  REGISTER. 


15.9 

18.1 

20.7 

40.0 

88.7 

44.1 

66.2 

115.6 

109.4 

184.0 

148.7 

176.8 


Actrre  Pulmonary  TubercoloMS. 

Queationably  Active  Tuberculods. 
Inactive  Pulmonary  Tuberculc-^ 
Primary  Active  Tuberculosis. 
NoD-Pulm<Hiary  Tubercuic 


Nnmber  of  Cases 


1952 


1958 


11.172 

8.976 
1.258 
5346 


ACTIVE  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Hospitalized. 

At  Home .  .  . . 


*  NSSf^th.  and  rates.  1980.  1925  and  1920  are  by  piace  o«  o«««n«.  Other  year,  by  pUce 

of  residence. 

TABLE  38 
NUMBER  AND   PERCENTAGE   OF   REPORTED  TUBERCULOSIS   CASES  BY 
STAGE  OF  DISEASE,  RACE  AND  SEX,  AGE,  AND  SOURCE  OF  REPORT. 

aORIDA   1954  AND   1955 


ACTIVE  PULMONARY  CASES  AT  HOME. 


Positive  Sputimi 

Negative  Sputum 

Undetennined  Sputum. 


97 


8,976 

2.088 
1.988 


11.608 

4.024 

1.150 

6.281 

68 

90 


4.024 

2,115 
1.909 


1954 


11.009 

8,735 

1.028 

6,075 

79 

92 


1955 


10,821 

3.631 

768 

6,209 

107 

106 


Percent  Distributioa 


1952 


100.0 

35.6 

11.2 
52.3 


0.9 


1.988 

987 
608 
843 


1.909 

865 
781 
268 


8.785 

2,150 
1,585 


1.585 

424 
633 

528 


8,681 

1,979 
1,652 


1.652 

328 
769 
555 


1958 


100.0 

34.7 
9^ 

54.1 
0.5 
0^ 


100.0 

5L8 
48.7 


100.0 

50.9 
3L4 
17.7 


100.0 

52.6 

47.4 


1964 


100.0 

34.0 
9.3 

55.2 
0.7 
0.8 


100.0 

45J 
40.9 
18.8 


100.0 

57.6 
42v4 


1956 


100.0 

38.5 
7.1 

57^ 
LO 


100.0 

26.7 
39.9 
38.4 


100.0 

54.5 
45.5 


100.0 

20.0 
46.4 
83.6 


I 


Stace  of  Disease,  Race  and  Sex.  Ace 
and  Source  of  Report 


TOTAL  CASES. 


STAGE  OF  DISEASE 
Primary 

MT"twi«l 

Moderately  Advanced. 

Far  Advanced 

Non-puimonary 

Unknown 


1964 


Percent 


2.461 


RACE  AND  SEX 

Wbite  Male 

White  Female. . . 
Colored  Male.  . . 
Colored  Female. 
Unknown 


41 
492 
985 
624 

69 
250 


100.0 


AGE 

Under  5... 

5-14 

15-24 

2fr44 

46^4 

65  Pins... 
Unknown. 


1.148 
690 
412 

289 
22 


SOURCE  OF  REPORT 

Health  Department 

Sanatoria 

Private  PhjrsiciAns 

Genwal  Hospital 

Out  of  State  Reporta 

Death  Certificates 

V.  A.  Hospitals 

Florida  State  Prison 

Florida  St.  Hospital 

U.  S.  Recruitinc  StatJoaa. 
n8  fnan  F.  S.  H.       


45 

28 
211 


1.7 
20.0 
40.0 
25.8 

2.8 
10.2 


1955 


Percent 


2.258 


41 


868 

667 

61 

265 


46.7 
24.0 
16.7 
11.7 
03 


796 

876 

62 


1.706 

284 

80 

14 

171 

61 

151 

22 

21 

2 


L8 
LI 
8.6 


1.066 
644 

424 

240 

10 


100.0 


1.8 
17.6 
37.8 
29.2 

2.8 
11.8 


16J 
2.6 


69J 

1L6 
LS 
0.6 
6.9 

2.6 
6.1 
0.9 
0.9 
0.1 


58 

28 

168 

884 

779 

841 

45 


45.9 
24.2 
18.8 
10.7 
OA 


1,507 

66J 

249 

11.0 

56 

2.6 

17 

.8 

141 

6.3 

72* 

8.2 

188 

8.1 

18 

.8 

5 

.2 

6 

.2 
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TABLE  40 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  IN  THE  CENTRAL  TUBERCULOSIS  CASE  REGISTER 


COUNTY 


I 

3 


Pulmonftry  TabOTColosia 


< 


STATE. 


Alacfatia 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Chariott* 

Citrua 

Clav 

Collier 

Columbim 

Dade 

DeSoto 

Dixie 

Da^al 

Escambia 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Cachriat 

Glades 

Gulf 

Hamflton 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando 

Highlands 

Hifisborough 

Holmes 

Indian  River 

Jackson • 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

Lalce 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okeechobee 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach 

Pasco   

Pinellas 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Johns 

St.  Lude 

SanU  Roea 

Sarasota 

Seminole 

Sumter 

Suwannee 

Taylor 

Union 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington 

Florida  SUte  Prison . 


10.821 


8.681 


256 
20 
141 
36 
112 
369 
29 
9 
18 
32 
26 
67 
1.753 
17 
19 
1.456 
544 
11 
22 
117 
7 
8 
80 
27 
26 
19 
28 
50 
952 
88 
50 
148 
19 
9 
159 
86 
188 
30 
9 
53 
115 
144 
48 
88 
63 
61 
9 
566 
53 
510 
71 
787 
442 
100 
70 
56 
46 
101 
106 
22 
48 
83 
10 
212 
7 
36 
38 
72 


58 

8 
88 
14 
36 
122 
8 
2 
8 
12 
18 
26 
666 
3 
10 
494 
172 
4 
9 
88 
1 
1 
11 
15 
12 
9 
9 
19 
289 
14 
14 
65 
3 
1 
59 
29 
60 
10 
4 
8 
34 
44 
24 
33 
17 
25 
4 
192 
17 
184 
28 
233 
134 
37 
20 
19 
19 
25 
87 
8 
14 
13 
2 
76 
4 
12 
14 
18 


> 


O  3 


768 


6.209 


18 
1 
4 
8 
10 
19 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
5 
109 
2 
1 
75 
29 
1 
1 
8 
0 
0 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
5 
74 
4 
6 
5 
1 
3 
10 
6 
9 
2 
3 
1 
11 
3 
5 
12 
4 
7 
0 
23 
7 
33 
8 
125 
80 
9 
5 
4 
5 
6 
2 
3 
7 
4 
0 
19 
1 
8 
4 
2 


180 

11 
99 

18 

61 
219 

21 
7 
9 

18 
9 

88 
947 

11 

8 

858 

386 

6 

12 

69 
6 
2 

18 

10 

11 
9 

18 

26 
575 

13 

29 

85 

15 
5 

84 

47 
122 

18 
2 

41 

67 

91 
19 

42 
88 
27 
5 
844 
24 

278 
32 

374 

268 
54 
44 
31 
21 
69 
66 
11 
21 
16 
8 

118 

2 

21 

16 

52 


107 


1 
0 
0 
0 
4 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 
18 

1 

0 

8 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

8 

4 

0 
1 

2 
1 
0 
2 
3 

12 
0 
0 

10 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 


106 


AetiTeC 


a 
S 


1,979 


8 

0 
0 
0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 
13 

0 

0 
26 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

5 

2 

3 

8 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 


80 
5 
24 
11 
16 
62 
8 
1 
0 
9 
11 
18 
420 
2 
5 
290 
69 
1 
4 
25 
0 
0 
5 
7 
8 
4 
5 
3 
178 
3 
4 
34 
1 
1 
31 
15 
35 
6 
1 
5 
22 
25 
8 
18 
7 
13 
8 
84 
7 
98 
18 
98 
80 
18 
18 
11 
8 
12 
19 
6 
11 
5 
1 
83 
3 
7 
5 
0 


At  Home  by 
Sputum  Status 


t 

V 

i 


I 


I"* 


328 

6 
0 

S 
0 
4 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 

79 

0 

1 
41 
25 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 
25 

1 

0 

8 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

8 

0 

19 

1 

12 

2 
88 

6 
3 
1 
1 
2 
0 
5 
1 
0 
0 
1 
8 
0 
2 
1 
7 


769 


8 
8 
5 
8 
11 
85 
0 
0 
8 
2 
0 
7 
121 
1 
8 
123 
39 
1 
8 
8 
0 
0 
1 
8 
3 
1 
1 
6 
48 
8 
6 
6 
1 
0 
9 
5 
4 
2 
1 
1 
8 
10 
8 
4 
2 
2 
0 
86 
4 
86 
4 
66 
87 
11 
3 
5 
8 
11 
8 
1 
2 
6 
0 
17 
0 
1 
1 
10 


555 


10 
0 
6 

0 

t 
19 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 
46 

0 

1 
40 
39 

1 

2 

9 

1 

0 

5 

8 

1 

8 

2 

8 
88 

7 

6 
12 

1 

0 
14 

9 
10 

1 

1 

2 

8 

7 

12 

16 

7 

7 
1 

58 
6 

88 
9 

81 

11 
6 
8 
2 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
2 
0 

18 
1 
2 
7 
1 
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TABLE  41 

HNDINGS  OF  CUNIC  AND  CONSULTATION  (14"  X  17")   CHEST 

X-RAYS  INTERPRETED  IN  1955  BY  SUBMIHING  FACILITY,  REASON  FOR 

TAKING  HIM,  RACE  AND  SEX,  AGE  AND  ACTIVITY.  FLORIDA 


Submitting  FadKty.  Reason   for 

Taking  Film.  Race.  Sex  and  Age 

sod  Tubtfculosis  by  Activity 


1 


3 

o 


Toberculods  Pathdocy  by  Stage 


t 

•9 


3 

o 
H 


J5 


3-8 


a 
St) 


NOB- 

TabercukMis 
Pathology 


fl 
o 


•c 


Unknown 


OD4 


II 

•I 


a 

0 


TOTAL. 


Facility  Submitting  Film 

Diagnostic  X-Ray  Clinic 

County  Health  Department. 

Private  Physician 

General  Hospital 

Raiford  Prison 

Florida  Farm  Colony 

Other 


19,794 


Reason  for  Taking  Film 

Mass  Survey  Follow-up. 
Known  Case  Follow-up.. 

Suspect  Follow-up 

Contact  of  Case 

Possible  Source  Case 

School  Employee 

Food  Handler  etc. 

Military  Examination. . . 

Prenatal 

Medical  Personnel. 


4.834 

11,118 

134 

286 

2.501 

66 

860 


12,843 


8,642 


2,558 

7,106 

31 

211 

2,162 

50 

740 


1,034 


1351 

1,999 

29 

5 

215 

7 

36 


2,464 

3,248 

1,797 

3,827 

76 

781 

2,053 

119 

154 

__  318 

Other     .'.T.' *.968 


Race  and  Sex 

White  Male 

White  Female 

Non- White  Male.  .. 
N on- White  Female. 
Unknown 


993 

65 

997 

3,401 

66 

729 

1,917 
109 
186 
291 

4,139 


407 

2,974 

112 

47 

1 

2 

15 


333 

621 
3 


49 

2 

26 


1,722 


259 


519 


628 

911 

16 

8 

151 

8 

10 


150 

817 

23 

14 


7,654 
6,659 
2,858 
2,512 
111 


Ige 
Under  5. . . . 

5-14 

16-24 

25-a 

45-64 

65  and  over. 
Unknown... 


4,636 
4,587 
1,789 
1,766 
75 


1 
88 


1 
24 


1.582 

1,042 

603 

403 

12 


260 
1,887 
3.066 
7,162 
5,451 
2,194 
274 


Activity 

Active 

Probably  Active. . . 

Inactive 

Probably  Inactive. 


188 
1,167 
2,690 
5,100 
2,745 
815 
198 


205 

1,425 

39 

7 

1 


101 

135 

8 

2 

11 

2 


264 

260 

1 


8 


37 


428 

383 

128 

93 

2 


80 

173 

36 

5 


16 


108 


340 


635 


21 

486 

5 


6 


832 
434 
285 
166 
6 


45 

71 

60 

1305 

1,448 

681 

32 


1 

8 

49 

401 

419 

148 

8 


125 

43 

64 

26 

1 


178 

161 

91 

91 

3 


8 

67 
547 
740 
348 

17 


298 

468 

868 

2,508 


9 

77 

271 

677 


123 

801 

56 

1342 


11 
88 
94 
65 
1 


2 

27 
269 
195 

20 
6 


187 
59 

4 
59 


5 

19 

8 

487 


35 

72 

1 


92 

206 

8 

3 

21 
1 
9 


1312 


219 
367 

11 
6 

19 


18 


1 
76 

9 
21 


69 

6 

105 

72 
1 
2 

14 


1 

67 


888 
736 
28 
44 
74 
6 
87 


595   427 


803 

62 

104 

43 

2 

7 

22 

3 


7 
92 


24 
21 
35 
27 
1 


44 

58 
6 


121 

105 

52 

57 

6 


457 

22 

290 

121 

4 

9 

89 

2 

5 

11 

862 


168 
872 
22 
13 
17 
2 
16 


317 

239 

53 

22 

4 


24 
12 
29 
48 


88 

38 
89 
76 
102 
46 
6 


1 
12 

7 
162 
280 
174 

9 


582 
359 
215 
150 
6 


176 

83 

144 

87 

1 

8 

15 


2 

8 

182 


11 

80 

81 

271 

511 

395 

18 


272 

165 

96 

55 

7 


12 

26 

40 

141 

234 

128 

14 


78 
827 
5 
4 
3 
1 
9 


60 

47 

45 

106 

'*29 

81 

5 

7 

4 

93 


144 

162 

60 

69 

2 


25 

43 

49 

117 

181 

65 

7 
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DIVISION  OF  HEART  DISEASE  CONTROL 

S.  D.  DOff,  M.D.,  M.P.H., 
Director 

The  permanent  value  and  success  of  any  public  healA  prograxn  for 
the  cXl  of  disease  will  depend  on  the  degree  to  which  F^plfca" 
be  Knerallv  enlightened,  concerned  and  made  responsible  (paraphrase, 
HaSr?873)?  ^d  on  the  coordination  of  many  and  often  conflictmg 
eSTto  a  single  purpose  (Dodds).  It  is  reasonable,  therefore  that 
Ae  Tctivities  of  this  DivSion  be  carried  on  largely  m  the  area  of  educa- 
tion and  information  with  the  cooperation  of  a  large  number  of  official 
and  voluntary  agencies  in  Florida. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Florida  Heart  Association  and  the  H^^f 
Association  of  Greater  Miami  plans  are  being  made  for  the  Fourth  Bi- 
S  Cardiovascular  Seminar  for  Physicians.  Again  this  seminar  vM 
bXeto  Florida's  physicians,  in  the  role  of  teacher,  many  scientists  who 
h™e  Ide  signifi^nt  contributions  in  the  field  of  cardiovascular  d«- 
^e  This  me«ing  was  instituted  in  1950.  In  addition,  '^^f  DX'°"  ^ 
co-SDonsor  a  semhiar  for  physicians  on  heart  disease  with  the  Duval 
oXrHeart  Association  'in'jacl^nville.  This  type  of  meetmg  codd 
be  supported  in  other  areas  of  the  state  were  sufficient  funds  made 
available. 

Our  collection  of  audio-visual  materials  for  teaching  cardiova^^^^^ 
disease  has  proven  extremely  popular  with  physicians  m  ^^^ff^^he 
and  in  hospitals  and  universities  of  the  state,  as  determmed  from  the 
large  number  of  requests  for  the  loan  of  these  materials. 

A  second  institute  for  nurses  on  the  subject  of  cardiovascular  di^^se 
was  again  presented  to  the  nursing  profession  m  vanous  parts  of  the 
state  in  1955.  Appmximately  one  thousand  nurses  ^fft'^^^/^l^^^ 
cated  their  interest  in  having  a  biennial  program,  ^ue  to  a  dec^^^^ 
in  funds  budgeted  for  heart  disease,  opportunities  could  "^^J^^^^^^ 
for  postgraduate  education  for  nurses.  It  is  anticipated  ^^at  funds  may 
be  Mailable  for  the  fiscal  year  1955-56  to  permit  resumption  of  this 
activity,  chiefly  in  the  area  of  rehabilitation  of  the  cardiac  patient. 

The  Division  of  Nutrition  continues  to  aid  the  Heart  Disease  Control 
Program  through  the  provision  of  nutrition  consultation  service.  Special 
dietfTr  cardites  are  available  to  private  physicians  and  hospitals  on 
request  The  broadening  of  nutrition  consultation  services  is  essential. 
I^ the  past  several  yearlmany  small  hospitals  have  been  built;  m  these 
diets  for  cardiacs  are  prepared  by  food  manager,  who  have  had  little 
or  no  training  in  diet  therapy.  Since  heart  disease  represents  one  of  the 
most  coLion  reasons  for  hospitalization,  it  is  felt  that  our  nutntion 
consultants  could  provide  valuable  assistance  here. 
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Ck)mmunity  medical  services  available  to  persons  disabled  by  heart 
disease  remain  inadequate.  The  Division  continues  to  encourage  the 
organization  of  new  cardiac  clinics  and  to  provide  for  material  support 
within  the  limit  of  our  resources.  An  important  concept  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  such  clinics  is  the  necessity  for  participation  by  the  county  health 
department  in  this  type  of  medical  care  program.  A  growing  inter^t 
and  willingness  on  the  part  of  conmiunities  to  accept  responsibility  in 
this  area  requires  more  effort  by  this  Division.  During  1955  the  Cnppled 
Children's  Commission  approved  a  plan  to  extend  its  services  to  children 
with  operable  congenital  heart  disease,  thus  filling  a  heretofore  unmet 
need. 

Operational  research  is  the  life  blood  of  the  Heart  Disease  Control 
Program.  At  the  present  time,  the  Division  urgently  requires  transfusion. 
In  the  past  five  years  Heart  Disease  Control  funds  have  been  used  to 
support  research  in  Miami,  Pensacola,  Jacksonville,  and  St.  Augustme. 

The  incidence  and  prevalence  of  streptococcal  infection,  rheumatic 
fever,  and  rheumatic  heart  disease  is  being  studied.  A  rheumatic  case 
register  has  been  established  in  cooperation  with  the  Florida  Heart  Asso- 
ciation and  the  National  Children's  Cardiac  Hospital  to  provide  mfor- 
mation  concerning  the  natural  history  of  rheumatic  fever  and  rheumatic 
heart  disease  in  the  State  of  Florida.  The  value  of  70  mm  photofluoro- 
grams  in  finding  previously  unknown  cases  of  heart  disease  is  also  being 
studied.  A  significant  number  of  cases  of  congenital  and  rheumatic 
heart  diseases  previously  undiagnosed  have  been  found  by  this  method. 
Early  changes  in  heart  size  due  to  high  blood  pressure  can  also  be  de- 
tected. Coronary  heart  disease  cannot  be  detected  by  X-ray  examination. 

With  the  aid  of  a  research  grant  from  the  National  Heart  Institute, 
the  Florida  Cooperative  Study  was  started  in  1954  and  continued 
through  1955.  It  was  the  purpose  of  the  Study  to  explore  the  feasibiUty 
of  carrying  out  a  long-term  study  in  pregnant  women  and  their  off- 
spring for  factors  which  might  bear  a  causal  relationship  to  congenital 
malformations  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels.  The  Bureau  of  Labora- 
tories participated  in  the  Study,  which  shaped  up  as  a  major  laboratory 
investigation.  In  addition,  cooperating  with  the  State  Board  of  Health 
were  the  following:  The  Jacksonville  City  Health  Department,  Duval 
County  Health  Department,  Duval  Medical  Center,  St.  Vincent's  Hos- 
pital, St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  Brewster  Hospital,  with  theu-  medical 
and  nursing  staffs. 

Vital  data  indicates  a  further  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  heart 
disease.  However,  age  specific  death  rates  show  significant  decreases 
among  persons  in  the  younger  age  groups.  This  suggests  that  "normal 
life  span"  will  be  attained  by  a  progressively  growing  percentage  of 
our  people.  There  is  substantial  evidence  that  the  chance  of  recovery 
following  a  heart  attack  has  been  increased  and  that  survival  m  terms 
of  yeare  lived  after  recovery  also  provides  us  with  a  good  reason  for 
optimism. 
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None  of  the  activities  of  this  Division  could  be  planned  or  carried 
on  except  by  the  cooperation  of  many  groups  with  a  compelling  mterest 
m  preventive  cardiology.  The  following  have  been  partners  in  our  pro- 
gram development  and  achievement  in  the  past  year:  The  Florida  Heart 
Association  and  its  chapters;  The  Florida  Crippled  Children's  Com- 
mission; The  Florida  State  Nurses'  Association;  The  Division  of  Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation;  The  National  Children's  Cardiac  Hospital,  Miami; 
U  S  Naval  School  of  Aviation  Medicine,  Pensacola;  Flonda  State 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  St.  Augustine;  Department  of  Medicine, 
Graduate  School,  University  of  Florida;  the  County  Health  Departments 
of  Escambia,  Palm  Beach,  Dade  and  Duval  Counties;  Jacksonville  City 
Health  Department,  Jacksonville;  Jackson  Memorial  Hospital,  Miami; 
Duval  Medical  Center,  Jacksonville. 
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BUREAU  OF  LABORATORIES 

ALBERT  V.  HARDY,  M.D.,  Dr.  P.H., 
Director 

ORGANIZATION  AND  PERSONNEL 

The  major  organizational  change  which  was  planned  and  effected 
during  the  year  was  the  establishment  of  a  cooperative  program  in  the 
laboratory  field  with  the  State  Tuberculosis  Board  and  its  four  hospitals. 
A  major  activity  in  these  hospital  laboratories  is  the  bacteriological 
diagnosis  of  tuberculosis.  In  this  and  in  all  microbiological  tests  the 
technics  needed  are  the  same  as  used  in  public  health  laboratories.  It 
seems  apparent  that  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  efficiency  and  economy 
to  consolidate  these  similar  activities.  Its  practical  advantage  had  been 
demonstrated  by  more  than  two  years  of  effective  cooperation  in  the 
Lantana  Hospital.  An  extension  of  the  practice  could  be  recommended 
with  confidence.  It  was  agreed  and  formally  approved  by  both  Boards 
that  the  Bureau  of  Laboratories  would  assume  the  responsibility  for 
the  operation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Laboratories.  This  became 
effective  on  November  1. 

This  arrangement  had  certain  immediate  advantages  to  the  Board 
of  Health.  The  Regional  Laboratory  in  Tallahassee  has  been  housed  in 
quite  inadequate  quarters  in  the  basement  of  the  infirmary  building  at 
the  Florida  State  University.  In  the  hospital  there  was  space  to  establish 
facilities  adequate  both  for  the  Hospital  and  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
These  excellent  quarters  will  be  available  for  use  in  February,  1956. 
Furthermore  in  Lantana  needed  arrangements  were  effected  there  also 
which  will  permit  a  consolidation  of  the  public  health  and  clinical 
laboratory  activities.  In  Tampa  the  separate  new  laboratory  building 
at  the  hospital  was  available.  This  will  house  the  "Central  Tuberculosis 
Laboratory"  with  which  will  be  integrated  the  laboratory  services  for 
the  adjoining  hospital.  At  an  early  date  it  will  be  practical  to  add 
Tuberculosis  specimens  received  from  public  health  sources  from  that 
area.  There  will  remain  generous  space  to  house  special  laboratory  in- 
vestigations or  possibly  to  draw  together  in  that  area  the  laboratory 
work  provided  through  the  two  cooperating  State  Boards.  The  latter, 
if  deemed  desirable,  could  provide  an  early  economical  solution  to  the 
need  for  modem  facilities  for  the  public  health  laboratory  in  Tampa. 
The  rural  location  of  the  Orlando  Hospital  necessitates  retaining  its 
laboratory  work  as  a  separate  unit,  although  with  close  working  relation- 
ships with  the  Orlando  public  health  laboratory. 

During  the  early  weeks  of  this  cooperative  endeavor  there  has  been 
major  concern  with  the  improvement  of  laboratory  facilities  and  the 
strengthening  of  the  laboratory  staffs.  Despite  inevitable  problems,  there 
has  been  gratifying  progress.  The  cooperative  action  was  designed  to 
provide  more  and  better  laboratory  work  without  added  cost  to  the 
people  of  Florida.  It  is  believed  confidently  that  these  hopes  will  be 
realized. 
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The  year  has  brought  the  promise  of  new  quarters  for  the  Miami 
Regional  Laboratory.  Building  funds  in  the  first  priority  were  appro- 
priated for  a  combined  Health  Center  and  Regional  Laboratory.  Planning 
has  proceeded  slowly  due  to  the  need  for  agreements  between  the  local, 
state,  and  federal  agencies  concerned.  Possibly  after  another  year  these 
facilities  will  be  nearing  completion.  State  funds  in  priority  two  were 
appropriated  for  a  comparable  development  in  Orlando.  This  project 
is  now  under  consideration  and  should  move  forward  within  the  bi- 
ennium.  There  is  reasonable  hope  or  promise  for  new  or  improved 
facilities  for  all  regional  laboratories  except  Pensacola. 

In  the  Jacksonville  laboratory  the  major  developments  have  been  the 
expansion  of  services  which  the  new  facilities  made  possible.  A  virological 
unit  has  been  initiated  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Nathan  Schneider, 
Ph.D.,  assisted  by  Dr.  Arthur  Lewis,  D.V.M.  This  is  associated  with  the 
laboratory  work  in  veterinary  public  health  from  which  all  bacteriological 
examinations  other  than  for  anaerobes  were  transferred  to  the  general 
bacteriology  section.  The  problem  in  virology  was  to  increase  the  volume 
of  work  as  rapidly  as  the  increase  in  requests  for  this  diagnostic  service. 
There  was  a  small  beginning  in  laboratory  services  to  the  bedding  in- 
spectors in  the  Bureau  of  Sanitary  Engineering.  This  involves  the  identi- 
fication of  fabrics  and  materials  and  differentiating  the  new  from  those 
which  are  being  reused.  This  work  will  be  a  part  of  the  chemistry 
section.  In  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  Dental  Hygiene,  lacto-bacillus 
counts  were  made  available  to  dentists.  These  are  considered  of  sub- 
stantial value  in  diagnosing  the  cause  of  excessive  decay.  This  work  has 
been  added  to  the  sanitary  bacteriology  section.  The  storing  and  dis- 
tribution of  polio  vaccine  and  drugs  for  tuberculosis  has  added  new 
work  to  the  supply  section. 

Staffing  of  the  laboratory  is  a  persistent  problem.  In  recent  years 
funds  have  not  been  adequate  to  permit  regular  addition  of  trainees. 
Currently,  trained  replacements  are  not  available  in  the  staff.  Thus,  we 
have  been  forced  to  look  for  bacteriologists  and  technicians  from  else- 
where (and  these  are  in  short  supply)  or  to  use  untrained  persons  in 
positions  needing  experienced  workers.  Though  the  laboratory  now  has 
a  relatively  stable  senior  staff  of  highly  qualified  professional  workers, 
it  is  unfortunate  that  we  cannot  maintain  an  adequate  supply  of  trainees, 
technicians,  and  bioanalysts  in  the  junior  positions. 

The  Bureau  regrets  to  rep>ort  the  resignation  of  Dwight  Frazier,  Chief 
of  the  Miami  laboratory.  He  is  continuing  in  medical  laboratory  work 
in  Miami  in  a  more  remunerative  position.  Virginia  Darroch  will  be 
acting  chief  until  the  return  of  Warren  Hoffert,  now  completing  his 
studies  for  a  doctorate  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  School  of 
Public  Health. 

DIAGNOSTIC  SERVICES 

The  general  diagnostic  services  continued  with  very  little  change 
throughout  the  year.  The  total  tests  increased  moderately  to  2,602,700, 
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the  largest  number  ever  performed  in  one  year.  There  was  again  tto 
^  a  marked  increase  in  the  volume  of  work  m  the  West  Palm  Beach 
Cional  Laboratory.  From  1953  to  1955  the  number  of  tests  increased 
from  86,251  to  203,667,  this  providing  an  excessive  load  of  work  for  ttie 
small   suff  available.   During    1955   there  were  inoderate   increases  m 
toth  the  Tampa  and  Jacksonville  laboratories.  Elsewhere,  the  volume 
was  in  line  with  recent  experience.  By  type  of  work  the  increases  occurred 
in    chemistry,    sanitary    bacteriology,    miscellaneous    bac'eriology     fecaJ 
cultures  and  most  of  all  in  the  specml  research  projects.  The  number 
of  tests  in  the  fields  of  syphilis  serology,  tuberculosis,  gon°rrhea   «b^ 
and  parasitology  were  similar  to  the  preceding  year   Table  43  shows 
S^e  totaTtestsT-  laboratoiy  for  ten  yean  and  in  Table  44  the  number 
and  types  of  tests  performed  in  each  of  the  laboratories  m  1955. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  and  the  findings  on  these  are 
shown  in  Table  45.  Specimens  for  syphilis  serology  almost  reached  the 
unu^ally  high  total  performed  in  the  preceding  year.  The  propornon 
which  was  rwctive  in  some  degree  continued  the  downward  trend.  TTiis 
dropped  from  a  high  of  16  per  cent  in  1950  to  9.3  per  cent  m  1953. 
8.0^n  1954  and  7.0  in  1955.  This  is  gratifying  evidence  that  the  reservoir 
of  this  chronic  infection  is  gradually  shrinking. 

The  Treponema  pallidum  Immobilization  (T.P.I.)  test  was  made 
more  readily  available  to  physicians  and  clinics  through  the  expanded 
cooperation  of  the  V.  D.  Research  Laboratory,  U.  S.  Public  Health 
sS,  Chamblee,  Georgia.  During  1954  this  test  was  requested  on 
only  17  specimens  but  in  the  current  year  115  «f  ^/^f^-^^  ^or  thi 
special  e^Liination.  In  these  cases  in  which  standard  serological  tests 
were  positive  but  in  which  the  physician  presumably  considered  the 
Xtion  improbable,  48  of  the  100  which  could  be  exammed  were 
react  r  (posWve)  akd  6  weakly  reactive.  In  44,  the  report  was  non- 
reactive  (negative)  and  in  2  the  findings  were  inconclusive.  Eleven 
aTdWonal  specimens  were  contaminated  and  could  not  be  tested  and 
in  4  the  results  have  not  been  reported. 

The  continuing  substantial  number  of  positive  observations  by  ag- 
glutinatLn  warr^ts  comment.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  laboratory  io 
^port  titer,  of  1:40  and  above.  In  the  tabulation  these  "e  counted  as 
pcKitive  agglutination.  The  lowest  titer  has  significance  only  as  a  base 
C  for  f^ssible  subsequent  rise  in  titer.  Of  the  positives  recorded  for 
typhoid  two-thirds  agglutinated  only  m  the  lowest  titer  of  l'«J>  '"^ 
t^hus  four-fifths  were  positive  only  at  tWs  low  level  and  "lore  than 
h^f  gave  positive  agglutination  for  brucellosis  and  .tularemia  on  y  in 
that  titer.  Only  2  per  cent  of  those  positive  for  typhoid  reacted  in  titen 
of  1:60  or  higher  and  there  were  no  positives  or  typhus  m  this  range 
A  higher  pro^rtion  of  the  small  number  positive  for  briicellosis  and 

tularemia  ^eac'Ted  in  these  high  the.,.  It  is  .^PP^"**^' *^  Ve'usS 
cases  of  these  acute  infections  which  remam  untreated  until  the  usual 
high  agglutination  titers  develop. 
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There  was  a  significant  increase  in  the  specimens  positive  for  C. 
diphtheriae:  from  112  in  1954  to  141  in  1955.  Isolated  outbreaks  were 
studied  carefully  usually  uncovering  a  larger  number  of  carriers  of 
virulent  organisms  than  of  acute  clinical  cases.  In  these  studies  the 
in  vitro  virulence  test  has  been  very  useful.  Each  suspect  C.  diphtheriae 
is  examined  by  this  test  and  a  report  on  virulence  can  be  submitted 
after  an  overnight  incubation.  Representative  positive  cultures  were  sent 
to  CDC  for  "typing".  Of  the  59  submitted  there  was  1  gravis,  42  mitis, 
6  minimuSy  4  intermedins  and  6  indeterminate  types. 

In  tuberculosis  the  number  of  specimens  did  not  change  significantly; 
approximately  40,000  in  each  of  the  last  two  years.  The  number  of 
positive  findings,  however,  dropped  from  5,290  in  1954  to  4,380  in  ^ 
1955.  Since  the  sources  of  specimens  and  technics  of  examination  have 
not  changed,  it  is  probable  that  this  decline  is  related  to  an  increasingly 
effective  use  of  antibiotic  therapy  in  this  infection. 

About  75,000  specimens  were  received  for  an  examination  for  gonor- 
rhea in  1955  —  the  same  as  in  1954.  The  number  of  positive  findings 
both  by  smear  and  culture  declined  though  it  is  not  clear  whether  this 
is  a  fluctuation  or  a  beginning  downward  trend. 

The  number  of  specimens  submitted  for  the  isolation  of  enteric 
pathogens  exceeded  40,000  and  required  141,345  examinations.  The 
proportion  of  positive  findings  increased  relatively,  suggesting  a  much 
more  adequate  follow-up  of  enteric  infections. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  specimens  of  food  submitted  in 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning.  A  limited  number  of  conclusive  positive 
findings,  particularly  of  Salmonella,  fully  justifies  the  volume  of  work 
involved. 

The  examinations  for  rabies  varied  only  slightly  from  the  preceding 
year.  Again  the  positive  findings  in  wild  life  emphasize  the  difficult 
problem  of  controlling  this  reservoir  of  infection.  The  special  study 
of  rabies  in  bats  has  continued  with  findings  as  described  in  another 
section  of  this  report. 

The  increase  in  miscellaneous  bacteriology  represents  a  desirable  de- 
velopment. In  large  part,  this  has  grown  out  of  a  closer  working  re- 
lationship with  hospital  and  private  laboratories.  The  initial  steps  in 
examination  are  performed  there  and  suspect  organisms  or  presumed 
positive  specimens  are  sent  on  for  our  examination.  This  type  of  co- 
operative relationship  needs  to  be  expanded  and  calls  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  close  personal  working  contacts.  However,  this  cannot  be  done 
adequately  by  a  staff  working  under  pressure  to  complete  tests  on  the 
specimens  submitted. 
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As  a  part  of  miscellaneous  bacteriology  a  limited  number  of  specimens 
were  sent  to  CDC  for  check  examinations  or  for  special  tests  not  per- 
formed in  this  laboratory.  The  latter  included  complement  fixation 
tests  for  histoplasmosis,  coccidioidomycosis,  trichinosis,  toxoplasmosis  and 
leishmaniasis.  Entero-pathogenic  E.  coli,  some  ^typical  Shigella  and 
Salmonella,  a  few  pneumococci  and  some  Klebsiella  were  sent  tor 
typing.  Unusual  organisms  also  were  submitted  for  check  exammations^ 
These  services  provided  through  the  cooperation  of  the  Public  Health 
Service  have  made  it  possible  for  us  to  make  available  to  ph^icians, 
laboratories  and  health  departments  virtually  all  diagnostic  microbiologi- 
cal tests  which  are  available  anywhere. 

The  heavy  volume  of  work  in  sanitary  bacteriology  continued  with  a 
moderate  increase  in  all  types  of  specimens  except  shellfish. 

In  1955  (as  in  1954)  more  than  136,000  specimens  were  submitted  for 
parasitological  examinations.  The  proportion  of  pcwitive  fmdmgs  in 
1955  was  generally  less,  presumably  reflecting  the  gradual  improvement 
in  general  sanitation,  particularly  in  rural  areas. 

There  was  a  moderate  increase  in  the  number  of  specimens  for  chemi- 
cal  or  toxicological  examination.  This  was  related  in  part  to  a  change 
in  the  method  of  handling  diabetes  surveys.  Rather  than  domg  the 
screening  test  in  the  field,  all  specimens  for  diabetes  case  finding  were 
sent  to  die  laboratory.  Here  the  specimens  with  significantly  high  read- 
ings were  identified  by  a  screening  test,  and  immediately  thereafter 
the  actual  levels  of  sugar  were  determined  quantitatively  The  niunber 
of  specimens  for  toxicological  examinations  increased  from  1,083  to 
1,217.  This  modest  added  number  represents  a  very  significant  mcrease 
in  volume  of  work. 

The   spechnens  for   veterinary  pubUc   health   examination   increased 
sUghtly.   The  number  wherein  anthrax  was  suspected  has  decreased  with 
each  year  following  the  outbreak  of   1952.    No  laboratory  confirmed 
cases  of  anthrax   were   seen   during   1955.    A  considerable  number  of 
specimens  were  received  in  which  Clostridia  were  suspected    indicating 
that  blackleg  and  malignant  edema  remain  as  problems  of  some  im- 
portance  to  livestock  growers.   Psittacosis  was  detected  m  several  aviaries 
whose  owners  desired  to  attain  psittacosis-free  flocks     No  human  case 
of  psittacosis  was  detected  through  specimens  submitted  to  this  laboratory 
In  cooperation  with  field  representatives  of  the  Livestock  Sanitary  Board 
numerous  puUorum  reactors  were  autopsied  and  cultured  for  the  presence 
of   Salmonella    organisms.     Since    the   presence   of  leptospirosis   m    the 
animal  population  had  been  confirmed  by  isolations  of  the  organism 
in  previous  years,   little  time  was  devoted   to  comparable   attempts  in 
1955.    Specimens  to  detect  the  disease  by  serological  means  continued 
to  be  received  in  approximately  the  same  number  as  in  the  precedmg 
year.    Of  unusual  interest  and  significance  was  the  isolation  of  eastern 
equine  encephalomyelitis  virus  from  the  brain  of  a  pheasant   Th^  agent 
is  transmitted  by  specific  mosquitoes,  some  of  which  are  found  in  Honda. 
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A  gradual  development  of  diagnostic  services  for  viral  and  rickettsial 
infections  began  in  July  1955.  Already  serological  tests  are  being  made 
available  to  physicians  and  health  departments  for  all  of  the  viral 
diseases  for  which  antigens  are  obtainable.  In  addition,  facilities  for 
viral  isolations  are  being  developed.  This  work  will  contmue  to  be 
limited,  however,  by  our  presently  inadequate  animal  quarters.  As  a 
result  of  the  mass  poliomyelitis  inmiunization  program,  there  was  a  need 
for  diagnostic  faciUties  for  this  disease.  With  the  budgetary  aid  of  the 
U.S.  Public  Health  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Laboratories  began  to  test 
blood  and  stool  specimens  for  evidence  of  poliomyelitis,  particularly  in 
specimens  collected  from  recipients  of  vaccine.  These  procedures,  which 
require  the  use  of  tissue  cultures,  are  highly  technical  and  expensive. 
A  completely  separate  system  for  washing  and  preparing  glassware,  for 
example,  had  to  be  set  up  to  meet  the  exacting  needs  of  virological  work. 

The  State  laboratory  was  designated  by  the  World  Health  Organiza- 
tion and  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  as  a  collaborating  laboratory  for 
the  diagnosis  of  influenza  in  Florida  for  1955-56. 

Table  46  presents  the  diagnostic  findings  by  patient  for  the  viral  and 
rickettsial  specimens  examined,  exclusive  of  those  for  rabies.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  four  cases  suspected  of  having  poliomyelitis  gave 
serologic  evidence  compatible  with  a  systemic  infection  with  the  virus  of 
mumps.    A  total  of  2,478  virological  tests  were  performed. 

Diagnostic  work  conducted  as  a  part  of  special  projects  is  described 
below.  This  has  been  handled  largely  by  the  same  divisions  performing 
the  general  diagnostic  work.  Microscopy  gave  attention  to  bactenological 
studies  in  tuberculosis,  general  bacteriology  handled  the  typing  of 
Shigella  and  Salmonella  and  more  recently  the  grouping  and  typing  of 
hemolytic  streptococci.  The  studies  in  rabies  were  located  in  the  veter- 
inary public  health  and  virology  section.  This  work,  supported  by  other 
than  the  general  budget  for  laboratory  services,  is  descnbed  m  the 
following  section. 

SPECIAL  STUDIES 

Table  45  lists  the  wide  variety  of  special  projects  with  which  we  were 
concerned  in  1955.  Funds  provided  from  outside  sources  to  support 
these  studies  totaled  approximately  $60,000.  In  previous  annual  reports, 
it  has  been  emphasized  that  special  studies  of  problems  of  practical  im- 
IX)rtance  are  a  necessary  part  of  a  progressive  state  laboratory  and  there- 
fore should  be  supported,  at  least  in  part,  by  state  funds.  Up  to  the 
present  only  very  limited  support  has  been  available  from  this  source. 

Salmonellosis  continues  to  be  a  problem  of  public  health  significance 
in  Florida.  Investigations  in  this  area  were  carried  forward.  ^  The  State 
Laboratory  has  become  recognized  as  the  "Salmonella  typing"  center  for 
the  state.     Cultures   are  received   from  hospital,  private  and   the  state 
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regional  laboratories  for  final  identification.  Limited  investigations  were 
made  to  determine  the  role  of  food  processing  in  the  spread  of  Salmonella 
infections.  This  work  was  supported  in  part  by  a  contract  sponsored 
and  approved  by  the  Armed  Forces  Epidemiological  Board. 

A  problem  closely  related  to  the  above  is  the  role  of  Shigella  in 
diarrheal  diseases.  Mention  was  made  in  the  last  aimual  report  of  a 
study  of  enteric  infections  in  primates  being  conducted  at  the  "Monkey 
Farm"  in  South  Carolina  which  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis  (NFIP).  Large  numbers  of  infected 
monkeys  are  available  for  bacteriological  and  therapeutic  studies.  The 
investigations  serve  a  two-fold  purpose,  namely,  to  determine  the  role 
of  Shigella,  Salmonella  and  odier  unknown  factors  in  producing  acute 
diarrheal  diseases  and  also  to  evaluate  various  broad  spectrum  antibio- 
tics in  combating  these  infections.  Findings  obtained  from  studies  of 
primates  appear  to  be  applicable  to  similar  diseases  in  man.  This  study 
aided  the  NFIP  to  provide  healthier  monkeys  for  use  in  the  preparation 
and  evaluation  of  poliomyelitis  vaccines.  The  project  was  supported 
by  funds  from  the  NFIP  and  a  grant  sponsored  by  the  Armed  Forces 
Epidemiological  Board.  Highly  interesting  and  important  scientific  ob- 
servations have  been  made,  some  of  which  have  aided  in  lowering  the 
mortality  in  this  monkey  population. 

The  study  dealing  with  the  rapid  sensitivity  test  of  pathogenic  or- 
ganisms towards  various  antibiotic  and  chemotherapeutic  agents  was 
brought  to  a  close  in  May.  A  report  was  made  to  the  grantor  agency, 
the  U.  S.  Air  Forces,  School  of  Aviation  Medicine.  Evidence  was  pre- 
sented to  show  that  the  test  is  feasible  except  for  certain  fastidious  or- 
ganisms. A  new  grant  from  the  same  agency  was  awarded  as  of 
September  1  to  continue  through  August  1957.  Continuation  of  the 
above  study  is  plarmed.  In  adcStion,  diagnostic  procedures  for  tuber- 
culosis will  be  examined  and  evaluated.  This  has  become  a  most  im- 
portant phase  of  public  health  work  because  of  the  changes  in  the  field 
of  tuberculosis  brought  on  by  the  newer  antibiotics  and  chemotherapeutic 
agents. 

Another  study  initiated  in  1955  (October)  was  concerned  with  the 
isolation  and  typing  of  streptococci.  These  organisms  are  widespread 
in  nature  and  are  associated  with  rheumatic  heart  disease  and  nephritis. 
This  work  is  supported  in  part  by  a  grant  from  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health  to  the  National  Children's  Cardiac  Hospital  in  Miami  and  is  un- 
der the  direction  of  Dr.  Milton  Saslaw.  Funds  to  pay  the  salary  for  one 
technician  to  work  in  our  laboratories  was  included  in  that  grant. 
Additional  funds  to  purchase  reagents  and  chemicals  as  well  as  to 
supply  the  salary  of  another  technician  (half  time)  was  provided  by  the 
state.  Heretofore,  streptococcus  typing  service  was  provided  entirely  by 
the  Communicable  Disease  Center  of  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service. 
However,  with  the  initiation  of  this  project,  this  work  was  carried  out 
in  Jacksonville,  although  in  close  cooperation  with  the  Federal  agency. 
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The  role  of  certain  pathogenic  E.  coli  bacteria  was  studied.  It  is  re- 
coenized  that  although  E.  coli  is  found  normally  in  the  intestmal  tract 
of  man,  certain  pathogenic  variants  have  been  isoUted  from  cases  of 
infant  diarrhea.  These  same  organisms  have  been  found  m  adults  but 
have  caused  few  or  no  symptoms  in  other  than  ""ffn!!-  .f,'"*^"  ^ 
cooperation  with  several  private  physicmns  were  arranged.  This  study  was 
^P^  by  the  same  ^nt  which  provided  funds  for  the  sahnoneUosis 

Studies. 

Investigation  of  rabies  in  the  bat  population  and  ^^^ J-f  l^tionship  to 
outbreaJ^  of  disease  in  other  animals,  particularly  wildhfe,  contmued. 
Durin7l955,  approximately  2,550  bats  were  collected,  and  ^^ent^ied 
VirtuaUy  all  of  them  have  been  examined  by  mouse  innoculation.   Eight 
bats  representing  five  species  were  found  to  be  positive  for  rabies.    In- 
formation   regarding   the   natural  history   of   the   bats  were   obtained 
One  collection  of  wild  animals  was  made  and  the  brams  examined  for 
rabies.   Although  the  collection  was  from  an  area  m  which  a  rabid  bat 
was  found,  no  evidence  of  rabies  could  be  demonstrated  m  these  wild 
animals.  This  is  a  joint  study  with  Dr.  J.  E.  Scatterday,  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Veterinary  PubUc  Health,  which  is  supported  by  a  grant 
from  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  and  will  contmue  through  August 
1957.     (For  additional  information  see  report  from  above-named  di- 
vision.) ' 

A  special  project  was  initiated  in  May  1955  in  cooperation  with  the 
BureaGof  Dental  Hygiene  in  which  the  laboratory  offered  a  diagnostic 
fest  to  determine  "lactobacilU  count"  in  the  saliva.  This  t^t  is  mipoitant 
in  evaluating  the  cause  of  dental  caries.  Initially,  the  service  was  Umited 
to  Duval  County  but  towards  the  last  of  the  year  was  opened  to  any 
dentist  in  the  state.  (For  additional  information  see  report  of  the 
Division  of  Dental  Health.) 

The  Bureau  of  Laboratories  continued  to  participate  in  a  study  which 
is  concerned  with  the  causes  of  congenital  malformations,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Division  of  Heart  Disease  Control.  The  invest  gation 
which  was  limited  in  extent  (pilot  study)  was  temporanly  discontinued. 
The  project  if  renewed,  will  emphasize  the  role  of  ^^^IJ^^,  ^^^ 
processes  in  producing  congenital  malformations  and  will  therefore 
entail  extensive  laboratory  studies.  (For  further  information  see  report 
of  Division  of  Heart  Disease  Control.) 

CONSULTATIVE  AND  EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES 

Due  to  limitations  in  the  availability  of  personnel  and  funds,  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  expand  this  important  work. 

Through  cooperative  action  "Medical  Technology  Workshops"  were 
conducted  in  Gainesville  and  Miami.   In  each  area  four  separate  courses 
were  arranged  with  outstanding  leaders  in  spetnal  fields  of  mjcrobiology 
hematology  and  clinical  chemistry  as  a  senior  teaching  staff,  and  with 
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instructors  and  laboratory  assistants  from  the  Central  and  Miami  labora- 
tories. The  course  utilized  the  major  portion  of  three  days  in  discussing 
procedures  and  guiding  the  students  as  they  performed  new  tests  under 
direct  supervision.  The  successful  operation  of  such  a  program  required 
many  hours  of  work  in  preparation  of  technical  directions,  glassware, 
media  and  reagents.  Instruction  in  bacteriology  particularly  demanded 
materials  in  quantity  which  could  be  supplied  only  by  our  laboratories, 
lliose  who  attended  were  in  imanimous  agreement  that  the  courses 
were  highly  practical  and  very  valuable.  The  total  budget  for  operating 
these  workshops  was  approximately  $20.00  per  student  of  which  one-half 
was  collected  by  registration  fees.  The  remainder  was  furnished  by 
annual  renewal  fees  from  licensed  technologists  collected  by  the  Board 
of  Examiners  in  the  Basic  Sciences.  There  was  in  addition  the  substantial 
contribution  of  this  Bureau  in  employee  time,  travel,  and  supplies. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  professional  contacts  durinp  the  Medical 
Technologist  Workshop,  this  Bureau  has  been  accepted  by  many  as  a 
ready  source  of  both  educational  assistance  and  consultative  guidance 
on  latest  procedures.  A  total  of  ten  medical  technologists  spent  from 
one  day  to  two  weeks  in  our  laboratories  for  special  instruction  or  re- 
fresher training.  Also,  assistance  was  provided  on  request  in  setting  up 
bacteriological  divisions  in  five  hospital  laboratories. 

Technical  education  was  made  available  also  through  the  scientific 
program  of  the  armual  meeting  of  the  Florida  Society  of  Medical 
Technologists.  Miss  Carolyn  Roth,  as  Executive  Secretary,  provided 
much  assistance  in  program  planning  and  in  the  management  of  the 
meeting.  As  has  been  true  of  recent  years,  about  40  per  cent  of  the 
technologists  in  the  state  were  in  attendance,  a  commendable  representa- 
tion since  work  in  medical  laboratories  must  continue  without  interrup- 
tion. To  a  limited  extent,  the  printed  page  was  employed  in  a  program 
of  continuing  education.  The  Electro-Lyte,  a  small  professional  and 
technical  "newspaper"  with  Miss  Minnie  Schreiber  as  Editor-in-Chief 
was  published  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Florida  Society  of  Medical  Technologists.  Copies  of  the  Manual  of 
Serological  Tests  for  Syphilis  prepared  by  the  Public  Health  Service 
were  purchased  by  the  Bureau  and  sent  to  each  laboratory  approved  for 
premarital  and  prenatal  serology. 

Mr.  Hugh  Butner,  Chief  of  Sanitary  Bacteriology,  visited  all  regional 
laboratories  as  well  as  many  dairy  laboratories  as  consultant  in  sanitary 
bacteriology.  Much  of  the  responsibility  of  the  annual  educational 
program  for  milk  sanitarians  and  technologists  was  carried  by  him. 

Visits  to  laboratories  for  consultative  assistance  was  available  on  a 
limited  basis.  This  Bureau  has  specific  responsibilities  to  the  39  private 
clinical  laboratories  registered  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  160 
laboratories  (including  the  Federal  and  State  Laboratories)  which  are 
approved  for  syphilis  serology.    Ideally  these  should  be  visited  each  year 
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for  a  technical  review,  requiring  at  least  one-half  day  in  each  laboratory. 
Only  60  were  visited  and  critical  technical  reviews  of  serology  were 
undertaken  in  only  a  minor  portion  of  these.  During  the  y^ar  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Bureau  of  Laboratories  spent  limited  time  m  each 
of  24  of  the  county  health  units.  Periodic  visits  to  the  Regional  Labora- 
tories were  frequently  to  help  in  an  emergency  rather  than  to  take 
time  to  systematically  review  technical  performance. 

For  check-testing  purposes,  a  total  of  7,440  serology  and  1,016 
parasitology  specimens  were  distributed  to  laboratones  participating  in 
a  standardization  program.  Parasitological  and  microbiological  specimens 
were  prepared  as  demonstration  material  for  high  school  science  courses 
and  for  food  handler  programs. 

The  Director  has  continued  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on 
Enteric  Infections  of  the  Armed  Forces  Epidemiological  Board  Ihis 
involved  being  appointed  and  serving  as  a  consultant  to  the  Armed 
Forces  in  this  field.  He  visited  Central  America  as  an  advisor  for  the 
International  Cooperation  Administration  of  the  State  Deparment  and 
served  in  a  consultant  capacity  to  the  Worid  Health  Organization.  Both 
agencies  were  concerned  with  the  development  and  application  ot 
public  health  measures  for  rapidly  reducing  the  mortality  from  diarrheal 
diseases,  the  major  cause  of  death  in  a  majority  of  the  countries  of 
Latin  America. 

A  DECADE  OF  LABORATORY  SERVICE  IN  REVIEW 

As  this  report  is  being  written  the  Director  is  completing  ten  years 
in  his  present  position.  There  has  been  a  very  substantial  growth  during 
this  decade.  The  volume  of  work  performed  more  than  doubled  1  here 
was  a  rapid  expansion  early  in  this  period  as  the  limited  staff  of  the 
war  years  was  promptly  expanded.  From  1948  to  1952  the  number  of 
examinations  performed  increased  by  the  approximate  rate  of  growth 
of  the  state's  population.  In  the  past  three  years  budgetary  restnctions 
have  retarded  this  natural  and  needed  growth. 

Two  new  regional  laboratories  were  established,  in  Orlando  in  1948 
and  in  West  Palm  Beach  in  1952.  In  these  as  in  Tallahassee  and  Pensa- 
cola  the  volume  of  work  expanded  much  more  rapidly  than  elsewhere. 
Physical  facilities  have  been  improved  and  excellent  new  quarters  were 
made  available  for  the  Jacksonville  laboratory. 

The  Bureau,  insofar  as  practicable,  has  offered  service  to  other  state 
agencies.  It  has  provided  diagnostic  services  to  the  State  Livestock  Board, 
particularly  for  infections  transmissable  to  man,  as  for  example,  anthrax. 
More  recently,  detailed  plans  for  cooperative  work  with  the  State  Tuber- 
culosis Board  were  evolved.  These  actions  are  an  expression  of  the 
conviction  that  when  work  of  similar  nature  is  needed  by  different  state 
agencies,  it  is  practical,  economical  and  proper  to  avoid  duplication  ot 
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costly  senior  laboratory  staffs  and  facilities.   These  cooperative  relation- 
ships are  being  approached  on  a  trial  basis. 

During  the  decade  the  growth  of  the  staff  in  number,  caliber  and 
academic  standing  has  been  satisfying.  Candidates  for  employment 
were  sought  and  found  among  recent  graduates  of  Florida's  Universities. 
Within  the  Bureau  a  training  program  was  evolved,  which  was  strength- 
ened greatly  through  the  cooperation  of  the  Department  of  Bacteriology 
of  the  University  of  Florida.  Simultaneously,  promising  workers  ob- 
tained practical  experience  and  advanced  academically.  Four  staff 
members  have  obtained  graduate  training  in  Schools  of  Public  Health,  all 
attaining  the  MPH  and  two  advancing  to  their  doctorate  (Ph.D.). 
Those  who  began  as  trainees  have  advanced  to  senior  positions  including 
that  of  the  Assistant  Director  of  the  Bureau.  The  one  weakness  in  this 
program  is  that  recently  with  budgetary  restriction,  trainees  could  not  be 
added  and  the  staff  is  not  being  strengthened  systematically  as  in  the 
earlier  years  of  the  decade. 

The  type  of  specimens  received  for  examination  varied  only  slightly 
during  this  period.  The  important  advances  have  been  in  the  improve- 
ment in  diagnostic  technics  employed.  At  the  beginning  of  this  period, 
for  example,  sputum  specimens  for  tuberculosis  were  tested  by  micro- 
scopically examining  stained  smears.  Within  the  decade  concentration 
technics  and  culture  procedures  were  initiated,  evaluated  and  improved 
in  sensitivity.  The  culture  examination  of  gastric  washings  was  made 
available.  More  recently  in  vitro  sensitivity  tests  were  undertaken  as  a 
part  of  the  public  health  follow-up  on  discharged  cases  under  continuing 
treatment.  Currently,  an  in  vitro  test  procedure  to  differentiate  patho- 
genic from  nonpathogenic  acid-fast  organisms  is  under  study.  The 
simple  smear  examination  revealed  M.  tuberculosis  when  present  in 
substantial  numbers;  culture  procedures  are  more  adequate  to  detect 
the  organisms  when  present  in  small  numbers,  and  the  disease  producing 
organisms  when  isolated  can  be  identified  with  greater  certainty  and 
subjected  to  additional  tests  as  indicated.  This  is  illustrative  of  the 
steps  taken  in  many  examinations  to  provide  more  highly  dependable 
findings. 

There  has  been  some  expansion  in  services.  Toxicological  studies  were 
made  more  generally  available  to  law  enforcement  agencies,  to  path- 
logists  and  to  other  physicians.  General  bacteriology  was  developed 
to  assist  smaller  laboratories.  Limited  veterinary  diagnostic  service  was 
initiated  as  an  essential  part  of  veterinary  public  health.  During  the 
past  year  when  facilities  became  available  diagnostic  service  for  viral 
diseases  was  started. 

Early  in  the  decade  attention  had  to  be  confined  to  building  a  staff 
and  improving  the  diagnostic  services.  During  the  latter  half  of  the 
decade  special  studies  were  undertaken  with  the  support  of  grants  from 
the  Army,  Air  Force,  Public  Health  Service  and  National  Foundation  for 
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Infantile  Paralysis.  There  was  particular  emphasis  on  the  study  of 
enteric  infections,  since  grants  for  this  purpose  were  readily  available  to 
the  Director.  Substantial  attention  was  given  to  otitis  externa,  a  trouble- 
some infection  particularly  in  Air  Force  personnel.  More  recently  there 
have  been  extensive  studies  of  rabies  in  bats.  There  was  also  a  cntical 
study  of  bacteriological  technics  with  emphasis  on  the  development  and 
evaluation  of  rapid  test  procedures.  At  the  end  of  the  decade  the 
bacteriological  problems  in  tuberculosis  are  beginning  to  receive  major 
emphasis.  In  these  studies  there  is  always  the  problem  that  m  a  public 
health  laboratory  diagnostic  examinations  must  have  prionty,  but  even 
so  there  has  been  a  very  substantial  beginning  to  research  activities. 

Throughout  the  decade  there  has  been  a  continuing  interest  in  edu- 
cational and  consultative  activities  as  a  means  of  helping  to  improve 
the  general  quality  of  medical  laboratory  work  in  the  State.  For  most  of 
the  period  this  activity  had  to  be  carried  on  in  moments  taken  from  busy 
days.  More  recently  the  major  part  of  one  person's  time  was  given  to 
this.  There  have  been  accomplishments  but  considering  the  potential 
value  of  this  work,  there  has  been  only  a  very  small  beginning. 

One  reviews  the  past  to  plan  for  the  future.  There  are  obvious  weak- 
nesses to  be  corrected.  There  must  be  an  unbroken  training  program 
if  our  staff  is  to  be  progressively  improved.  In  its  diagnostic  services 
the  public  health  laboratory  must  begin  to  turn  its  attention  toward  the 
chronic  diseases  —  the  major  public  health  problem  for  the  future. 
Our  new  services,  as  in  virology,  must  be  expanded  and  strengthened. 
Special  studies  need  to  be  established  as  an  essential  part  of  a  public 
health  laboratory  drawing  reasonable  support  from  the  general  budget 
for  the  laboratory;  the  place  of  research  grants  is  to  supplement,  not  to 
provide  complete  support.  Then  our  educational  and  consultative  acti- 
vities for  medical  laboratory  workers  must  grow  from  its  infancy  to  a  ro- 
bust maturity. 


Lastly,  looking  to  the  future,  there  are  organizational  problems 
needing  solution.  Public  health  laboratory  service  is  an  essential  part 
of  every  local  healdi  department.  But  for  sound  reasons  this  technical 
service  is  organized  apart  from  the  county  health  departments.  A  more 
intimate  relationship  between  the  laboratory  and  the  county  health 
departments  is  essential.  Possibly  the  attainment  of  this  objective  should 
be  a  major  objective  for  the  coming  decade. 


Articles  by  staff  members: 

Hardy,  A.  V.,  Progress  and  problems  in  the  study  of  enteric  infections. 
Gastroenterology,  28:821-827,  May,  1955. 
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Revision  as  of  January  1,   1955,  of  Previously  Publbhed  Usf  of 
Laboratories  Approved  for  Premarital  and  Prenatal  Serology 

REMOVED 

Ski's  Laboratory,  680  N.  W.  39th  Street,  Miami,  Florida 

ADDED 

West    Broward    Clinic    and    Emergency   Hospital,    1101    W.    Broward 

Boulevard,  Ft.  Lauderdale 
Rentz  Medical  Laboratory,  3435  N.  W.  17th  Avenue,  Miami 
Memorial  Hospital  Laboratory,  Panama  City 
Naples  Medical  and  Research  Laboratory,  291  Broad  Avenue,  South, 

Naples 
Madison  County  Memorial  Hospital  Laboratory,  Madison 
Florida  Medical  Laboratory,  6515  Red  Road,  South  Miami 
Dr.  Hyman  Merlin,  2933  S.  W.  3rd.  Ave.,  Miami 
Brewster  Hospital  Laboratory,  Jacksonville 
Wells  Medical  Laboratory,  1642  San  Marco,  Jacksonville 
Mr.  F.  G.  Pomeroy,  10  South  K  Street,  Lake  Worth 
Lake  Shore  Hospital  Laboratory,  Lake  City 
Suwannee  County  Hospital  Laboratory,  Live  Oak 
Theresa  Holland  Hospital  and  Clinic,  Leesburg 
Key  West  Medical  Laboratory,  600  Elizabeth  Street,  Key  West 
Doctor's  Clinical  Laboratory,  Lakeland 
Boca  Raton  Laboratories,  Boca  Raton 
Jackson  County  Hospital  Laboratory,  Marianna 
Baptist  Memorial  Hospital  Laboratory,  Jacksonville 
Dr.  John  H.  Miller,  695  East  Sunmierlin  Street,  Bartow 
Lake  Alfred  Medical  Center,  Box  1295,  Lake  Alfred 
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TABLE  45  I 

SPECIMENS  SUBMIHED  FOR  EXAMINATION  BY  FINDINGS 


Number  of  Specimens 

Examination 

Positive 

Negative 

Unsatia- 
factory 

: 

One  or 

More 

Positive 

Findings 

Positive 

for 
Findings 
Indicated 

Total 

SEROLOGY 

Syphilis 

46,376 
1.060 

612,978 
4,827 

18,101 
822 

672,460 
6.709 

Agglutinated  and  Related  Testa 

Typhoid 

688 

ISO 
118 

17 

109 

57 

Typhus 

Brucelloiria 

Tularemia 

Heterophilea 

Other 

Blood  Typings  (Rh) 

18  928 

DIAGNOSTIC  BACTERIOLOGY 
Diptheria  and  Associated  Infections. . . 

694 

4,680 

15 

6,189 

C.  Diphtheria 

141 

68 

170 

267 

Vincents 

Streptococci 

Other 

Tuberculosis 

4,880 

83,068 

1,696 

S4  114 

Sputum 

4,150 

8 

140 

12 

7 

68 

t8 

Urine 



Gastric 

Pleural  Fluid 

Exudate 

Other 

Animal  Inocrilation 

21 

31.202 

69 

Gonorrhea — Smears    

28,275 

456 

69,933 

Intracellular  Gram  negative 
diplococd 

6,019 

1.128 

5.548 

2,114 

550 

14.528 

Extracellular  Gram  negatiye 

di  jlococci 

Trie  lomonads 

Yeasts 

Vincent's  Organisms 

Many  Pus  Cells 

Gonorrhea— Cultures 

1.225 
497 

22.728 
39,985 

287 
198 

" " "  24i85 
40.675 

Enteric  Infections 

S.  typhosa 

86 

264 
90 

Other  Salmonella 

Shigella  (Flexner  &  Sonne!) 

Blood  Cultures 

69 

667 

8 

639 

Salmonella 

2 

0 
67 

Brucella 

Other 

Food  Poisoning 

87 

892 

1 

480 

Staphylococci 

21 
71 

(82  Doubt,) 

41 

6 

11 

12 

1 

8 

1 

1 

Oth« 

Rabies  (Total) 

76 

846 

36 

989 

Dogs 

Cats 

Racoons 

Foxes 

Skunk 

Cattle 

Horse 

Bobcat 
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TABLE  45  (continued) 

SPECIMENS  SUBMIHED  FOR  EXAMINATION  BY  HNDINGS 


- 

Number  of  Specimens 

Examination 

Positive 

Negative 

Unsatis- 
factory 

One  or 

More 

Positive 

Findings 

Positive 

for 
Findings 
Indicated 

Total 

DIAGNOSTIC  BACTERIOLOGY.Cont. 

MTincAllanAoiui                           ............ 

8,284 

8,868 

88 

6,626 

Dnrkfi^ld — T   nslliduni 

1 

71 

6 

28 

251 

60 

866 

86 

22 

714 

488 

410 

848 

r^hani^miH— T^iicrpv*n                          .  .  .  .  . 

Cl^r\r\r%t*ru*c\in  in   Kvfl                                     .... 

Othflr  T*lvft  RmAfini 

Othpr  Rvp  Cultur«l                      

QninftI   VliiiH   r!ll1turMi       .           

Plpural  Fluid  CulturGB              

Othftr  IHiiidH  and  Rxud&tfiS 

\f  vmlixncal  l<lx  Ami  nations       

Or<rfini«mft  fc\T  Tdtf^ntdfication 

Of  nor  T7!TB.nninftHnnfl 

SANITARY  BACTERIOLOGY 

T^alrv  ProdiiP'ta                                .......... 

29,324 

WnfAT    Drinlcintr  and  Pools 

54,664 

Watpr  Pollution  Survevi 

6,009 

Sh(>llfiBh                            

88 

TTtennl  Swaha             

2.888 

PARASITOLOGY 

Intcwtinal  ParasitM ..•• 

28,658 

106,909 

1.606 

186.072 

HrM^lfiDArm                                      .......... 

18,421 

6,241 

8,878 

889 

1 

1,243 

869 

6,462 

4.422 

49 

Afltf^ftria                                            ........... 

It^nt^rnhiufl                      .          ........... 

TVlrhuria           ..               

TfiAniftA                                           .......... 

OtViAr  TTAlmintKfl                                   ..... 

E    histolvtica                   

Mnn-natrio<K*nic  ftniAfaft    

piogrfJlat^ 

Othprs                             

Malaria     .    .......••••••••• 

* 

277 

11 

M 

P    vivax     .                

4 

CHEMISTRY 

Blood                           

26,006 

Snin&l  Fluid 

2,781 

Urine ..         

482 

Wa  tffl*                                     

1,061 

Toxicolocv  and  Narcotics 

1,217 

Other             

9,286 

VETERINARY  PTJBTJC  HEALTH 
$%T)AriniAnii  Examined      

1,098 

869 

14,674 

4,570 

2.197 

389 

18,067 

408 

138 

i 

9 

1 

8,488 

SPECIAL  RESEARCH  PROJECTS 
Salmonpllosis 

764 

Okatie  Farms 

82,749 

Senaitivitv  (Antibiotic) 

4.979 

Ranid  Senaitivitv  (Air  Force) 

765 

Str^Dtocficcua  TvTiiinr   ...         

817 

Soecial  E.  eoli  Studies  (APT3B) 

2.246 

Bat  Rabies 

♦8 

2,681 
14 

16 

2,666 

Wild  Animal  Survey 

(5  Doubt.) 

19 

Dental  Caries 

168 

Confi'pnital  Malformations 

16S 

Misorilaneous  Cultures       

646 

GRAND  TOTAL  SPECIMENS  REC'D 

,.,.                 , 

1,187,246 

*One  not  confirmed. 
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TABLE  46 

VIRAL  AND  RICKEHSIAL  DIAGNOSTIC  FINDINGS 

BY  PATIENT  IN  1955 


Lymphocytic  choriomeningitis 

Mumps •  •  .•  • 

Eastern  eqxiine  encephalomyditis . 
Western  equine  encephalomyditis. 

St.  Louis  encephalomyelitis 

Poliomyelitis  Type  1 

Poliomyelitis  Type  2 

Poliomyelitis  Type  8 

Murine  Typhus 

Rickettsial  pox 

Rocky  Mt.  Spotted  Fever 

Influenza  A 

Influenza  A> 

Influenza  B 

Piittacoeis 

LGV 

Other 


Positive 


Totals. 


0 
8 
1 
0 
0 
8 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 


20 


Negative 


49 

41 

49 

49 

49 

72 

79 

80 

11 

11 

11 

8 

3 

8 

21 

20 

0 


551 


Doubtful 


0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 


Total 


49 

55 

50 

49 

49 

80 

80 

80 

12 

11 

11 

4 

8 

5 

21 

20 

0 


579 
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BUREAU  OF  MATERNAL  AND  CHILD  HEALTH 

R.  W.  McCOMAS,  M.D.,  M.P.H., 
Director 

Until  1955  this  bureau  was  responsible  for  the  mental  health  activities 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  for  the  previous  f  Sateen  m^^^ 
activities  had  been  concentrated  in  the  Division  of  Mental  Health,  in 
Tulv  1955  the  Bureau  of  Mental  Health  was  created  and  transferred 
the  responsibility  of  the  Division  to  it.  The  director  of  this  bureau  was 
placed  in  temporary  charge  until  a  permanent  director  of  the  new 
bureau  could  be  employed.  Shortly  afterward  the  two  bureaus  were 
administratively  and  physically  separated,  and  are  now  functionmg 
independently. 

The  staff  of  this  bureau  has  undergone  no  other  basic  change  during 
the  past  year.  The  position  of  School  Health  Consultant  remains  vacant 
and,  hence,  school  health  activities  have  been  qmte  limited. 

The  study  project  on  providing  health  services  to  migratory  agricul- 
tural workers  has  been  very  active  during  the  year  and  has  required  a 
great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  staff  and  their  consultants.  The  status  o 
this  project  will  be  described  in  detail  later  in  this  section  of  the  annual 

^^P^^-  F16.  2 

RESIOEMT  MATERNAL  DEATH  RATES  (PER  1.000  LIVE  BIRTHS) 
8Y  RACE.  FLORIDA.  1933-1955 


1945 


1950 


1955 


YEAR 


!*^ 


1933  4^6         tO^O 

MATERNAL  HEALTH 

The  most  heartening  development  during  this  year  has  been  another 
rather  sharp  drop  in  maternal  mortality.  Reporting  to  date  gjves  a 
provisional  rate  of  5.6  deaths  per  10,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
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the  rate  of  6.4  for  1954.  Only  50  maternal  deaths  were  reported  as 
compared  with  56  for  the  preceding  year.  The  births  reported  in  1955 
reached  an  all  time  high  of  89,192.  The  rather  sharp  and  well-sustained 
decrease  in  maternal  mortality  over  the  past  ten  years  is  certainly  proof 
that  the  continuing  emphasis  given  to  this  problem  is  paying  worthwhile 
dividends.  The  current  provisional  rate  for  1955  closely  approximates 
the  national  rate  placing  Florida  in  a  favorable  f>osition  when  compared 
with  other  southern  states.  Despite  this  progress,  our  efforts  must  con- 
tinue unchecked  since  nearly  half  of  the  reported  deaths  are  still  con- 
sidered to  have  been  preventable  if  adequate  services  and  facilities  had 
been  available,  and  if  the  mothers  had  been  willing  to  utilize  them. 

Maternal  mortality  in  the  white  group  was  reported  to  be  3.6  per 
10,000  live  births  which  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  preceding  year  but 
still  at  an  acceptable  level.  This  low  rate  for  the  white  group  continues 
to  emphasize  the  importance  of  hospital  delivery  and  adequate  prenatal 
care  since  more  than  95  per  cent  of  this  group  were  delivered  in  hospitals. 

Maternal  mortality  in  the  non-white  group  was  reported  to  be  10.8 
per  10,000  live  births  and  this  represents  a  significant  decrease  from  the 
preceding  year  when  the  rate  was  15.8.  The  continuing  high  rate  for 
the  non^white  group  also  pointedly  indicates  the  need  for  providing 
better  maternity  services  for  this  group  and  encouraging  hospital 
delivery  where  facilities  are  available. 

FIG.   3 

RESIDENT   INFANT  DEATH  RATES   (PER   1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS) 
BY  RACE,    FLORIDA,    1033-1056 
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1966 
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The  midwife  program  is  also  reported  elsewhere  in  this  volume  by 
the  Division  of  Public  Nursing.   This  program  has  operated  at  approxi- 
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mately  the  same  level  as  in  previous  years.  Three  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  midwives  were  licensed  to  practice  this  year  in  comparison  with  345 
in  1954.  Fifteen  new  midwives  were  licensed  in  areas  where  there  was 
specific  need  for  their  services.  There  were  three  midwives  in  training 
during  the  year.  The  Nurse  Midwife  Consultant  held  40  institutes  during 
the  year  which  were  attended  by  184  midwives.  The  consultant  has  been 
extremely  busy  and  the  demands  upon  her  time  are  such  that  she  cannot 
meet  all  of  them.  The  midwife  manual  was  distributed  during  the  year 
and  is  now  in  general  use. 

The  bureau  has  continued  to  stress  the  importance  of  low-cost  ma- 
ternity plans  in  areas  where  hospital  facilities  permit  their  development. 
These  plans  vary  in  different  communities  but  for  the  most  part  provide 
24-28  hours  of  hospital  care  for  a  nominal  sum,  with  local  physicians 
providing  obstetric  care  at  a  low  fee  or  free  of  charge.  Prenatal  care 
is  furnished  either  by  private  physicians  or  by  maternity  clinics  of  the 
health  department.  During  the  year  the  Academy  of  General  Practice, 
through  its  rural  health  program,  has  studied  this  program  with  a  view 
to  promoting  the  development  of  new  plans  as  a  part  of  it  formal  pro- 
gram. 

A  number  of  County  Medical  Societies  are  reviewing  maternal  deaths 
occurring  within  the  county  as  in  the  past  and  this  is  certainly  to  be 
encouraged.  For  the  most  part,  the  active  committees  are  in  the  larger 
counties  and  unfortunately  it  does  not  seem  to  be  advisable  for  these 
committees  to  operate  in  the  smaller  counties.  There  has  been  continuing 
interest  on  the  part  of  some  obstetricians  in  establishing  committees  to 
review  all  maternal  deaths  at  the  state  level,  possibly  the  Maternal  Wel- 
fare Committee  of  the  Florida  Medical  Associatbn.  This  is  still  bemg 
discussed  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  definite  plan  of  action  can  be  reached 
within  the  coming  year. 

During  the  year  maternal  deaths  for  the  past  several  years  were 
reviewed  to  determine  if  there  were  any  factors  or  characteristics  that 
would  provide  a  profitable  lead  for  either  emphasis  or  investigation. 
This  review  clearly  indicated  that  Florida's  preventable  maternal  deaths 
were  occurring  among  those  who  could  not,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
provide  themselves  with  adequate  prenatal  care  on  a  continuing  basis 
and  hospital  delivery.  Most  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals  but  the 
patient  often  arrived  in  a  terminal  state.  With  this  in  mind,  considerable 
time  has  been  spent  with  the  U.  S.  Children's  Bureau  in  developmg  a 
questionnaire  for  use  in  collecting  additional  information  on  all  maternal 
deaths  with  particular  emphasis  on  social  and  economic  factors  rather 
than  professional  management  of  cases.  This  form  is  now  ready  for 
presentation  to  various  groups  for  discussion  and  possible  approval. 

The  Annual  Tri-State  Obstetric  Seminar  was  again  held  in  Daytona 
Beach  on  September  12-13-14.  The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  the 
largest  on  record  with  increased  participation  from  all  three  states  — 
South    Carolina,    Georgia    and   Florida.    Attending  the   Seminar   were 


(T 


;  !• 
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1%  physicians,  102  nurses,  and  4  others,  making  a  total  attendance  of 
302  persons  who  came  from  the  following  states:  Florida  229,  Georgia 
51,  South  Carolina  14,  and  8  from  other  states.  The  Seminar  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Bureaus  of  Maternal  and  Child  Health  of  the  three  State 
Health  Departments,  and  the  Maternal  Welfare  Committees  of  the 
three  State  Medical  Associations.  The  program  for  this  year  provided 
more  emphasis  on  preventive  medicine  and  public  health  as  they  apply 
to  the  fields  of  obstetrics  and  pediatrics  than  in  any  past  year.  Several 
national  figures  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  participated  as  staff 
members,  and  an  outstanding  nurse,  who  is  director  of  Maternity  Center 
in  New  York  City,  provided  increased  interest  for  the  nurses  who  are 
attending  in  greater  numbers  each  year.  The  Seminar  was  enthusiastical- 
ly received  by  those  attending  and  plans  are  underway  for  a  similar 
meeting  in  1956.  j 

CHILD  HEALTH 

Infant  mortality  dropped  sharply  in  1955  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year.  The  provisional  rate  in  1955  was  29.1  per  1,000  live 
births,  while  the  rate  in  1954  was  31.2.  The  rate  for  the  non-white 
group  was  more  than  double  that  of  the  white  group  —  46.2  as  compared 
with  22.4  per  1,000  live  births. 

Probably  the  most  significant  development  in  the  field  of  child 
health  during  the  year  was  the  widespread  use  of  Salk  vaccine  against 
poliomyelitis,  which  promises  the  eventual  control  of  this  disease  and 
thus  eliminating  the  mortality  and  morbidity  associated  with  it.  The 
administration  of  this  program  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Bureau  of 
Preventable  Diseases  and  will  be  described  in  that  report.  Distribution 
and  administration  of  the  vaccine  has  placed  a  great  deal  of  additional 
work  upon  the  local  health  departments.  However,  this  does  not  seem 
to  have  resulted  in  any  serious  dislocation  or  reduction  in  other  child 
health  services. 

The  Premature  Demonstration  Center  at  Jackson  Memorial  Hospital, 
Miami,  operated  at  near  capacity  throughout  the  year.  The  annual 
report  of  the  Center  is  not  available  at  this  time ;  however,  a  preliminary 
report  from  the  Dade  County  Health  Department  indicates  that  190 
premature  infants  were  admitted  and  cared  for  under  the  state  spon- 
sored program,  utilizing  special  project  funds  of  the  U.  S.  Children's 
Bureau.  Fifty  of  these  infants  were  white  and  140  were  non- white. 
Survival  rates  are  not  available  at  this  time.  Infants  were  accepted 
from  Palm  Beach,  Broward,  Monroe  and  Dade  Counties.  It  is  becoming 
increasingly  evident  that  this  center  has  had  a  profound  influence  on  the 
attitudes  of  both  medical  and  hospital  authorities  in  Southeast  Florida 
toward  the  necessity  for  providing  better  facilities  and  services  for  pre- 
mature infants.  Most  of  the  larger  hospitals  in  the  Miami  area  now 
have  separate  premature  nurseries,  and  hospitals  in  surrounding  counties 
are  now  exploring  possibilities  for  providing  them.  It  is  still  the  plan  to 
develop   the   Premature   Demonstration   Center  into  a  formal  training 
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program  on  the  care  of  premature  infants  for  nurses  and  pediatricians. 
Lack  of  personnel  has  largely  prevented  the  development  of  this  training 
program  in  the  past.  The  establishment  of  the  University  of  Miami 
School  of  Medicine  should  overcome  this  difficulty  and  the  possibilities 
are  under  discussion. 

This  Bureau  working  with  the  Bureau  of  Mental  Health  spent  con-^ 
siderable  time  with  the  staff  of  the  Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing  in 
developing  a  program  to  provide  increased  emphasis  on  the  use  of  simple 
mental  health  techniques  by  public  health  nurses  in  their  daily  work, 
particularly  in  maternity  and  well  child  clinics.  During  the  year  the 
district  meetings  of  public  health  nurses  have  devoted  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  time  to  a  discussion  of  this  subject  and  have  utilized  a 
number  of  mental  health  consultants  for  this  purpose.  Plans  have  been 
made  to  extend  this  program  during  the  coming  year. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH 

The  activities  of  this  Bureau  in  the  area  of  school  health  have  been 
somewhat  limited  during  the  year  because  of  the  increasing  time  reqmred 
by  the  mental  health  program.  Nevertheless,  school  health  activities  of 
county  health  departments  have  contmued  at  about  the  same  level  as  in 
the  past.  Efforts  have  continued  to  implement  the  provisions  of  BuUetm 
4-D  and  to  increase  its  utilization  by  teachers  and  other  school  personnel. 
Additional  copies  of  this  Bulletin  were  distributed  to  county  health 
departments.  Distribution  through  the  regular  channels  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  is  extremely  slow  and  reports  indicate  that  the 
Bulletin  is  still  not  widely  available. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  during  the  simuner  working  with  the 
staff  of  the  State  Department  of  Education  in  developing  a  teachmg 
guide  for  use  by  elementary  classroom  teachers.  This  guide,  similar  to 
that  now  in  use  by  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  developed  at  Peabody 
College,  encompasses  both  physical  and  mental  health  and  proniises  to 
be  extremely  useful  if  it  can  be  released  and  adequately  distributed. 

As  previously  mentioned,  the  development  and  distribution  of  Salk 
vaccine  has  had  a  considerable  effect  upon  the  school  health  program 
in  that  much  of  the  time  ordinarily  available  to  public  schools  from  the 
staff  of  county  health  departments  has  been  devoted  to  the  polio  vaccine 
program.  Present  indications  are  that  acceptance  of  the  vaccine  vanes 
widely  in  different  communities. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  MIGRATORY 
AGRICULTURAL  WORKERS 

The  special  project  on  the  health  needs  of  migratory  agricultural 
workers,  sponsored  by  the  U.  S.  Children's  Bureau  through  a  special 
grant,  was  placed  in  operation  early  in  the  year.  The  project  was  initiated 
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after  approximately  one  year's  study  and  was  jointly  supervised  by  the 
director  of  this  Bureau  and  Dr.  Earl  L.  Koos,  professor  of  Social  Welfare, 
Florida  State  University.  The  project  was  designed  to  study  a  group  of 
approximately  150  migrant  households  associated  with  one  labor  con- 
tractor. A  health  field  worker  and  a  public  health  nurse  were  employed 
to  work  with  this  group  and  were  assigned  to  the  Belle  Glade  office  of  the 
Palm  Beach  County  Health  Department. 

As  a  part  of  the  project  a  Medical  Officer  from  the  United  States 
Public  Health  Service  was  assigned  to  Belle  Glade  for  a  period  of 
approximately  six  weeks  to  appraise  the  health  status  of  these  families 
and  to  secure  as  much  basic  data  as  possible.  Special  health  records  were 
designed  and  a  permanent  family  health  folder  was  provided  each 
household.  This  part  of  the  project  was  designed  to  determine,  if  pos- 
sible, the  value  of  this  type  of  health  record,  how  it  could  be  used,  and 
if  it  was  practicable  for  the  family  to  carry  these  records  with  them  as 
they  moved  from  place  to  place.  The  other  and  more  important  phase 
of  the  project  was  designed  to  secure  as  much  information  as  possible 
about  this  group  of  householders  with  particular  reference  to  their 
health  problems,  how  they  were  met,  attitudes  of  the  workers  toward 
health  services,  attitudes  of  the  agencies  and  health  workers  toward  the 
migrants,  attitudes  of  the  commimity  toward  migrants,  availability  of 
health  services,  eligibility  for  certain  health  services,  work  habits,  and 
income. 

Special  forms  and  interviewing  schedules  were  designed  for  use  by 
the  project  workers  and  the  factors  outlined  above  were  studied  on  a 
continuing  basis  from  February  until  late  spring.  Upon  departure  for  the 
coastal  migration,  the  health  field  worker  accompanied  this  group  of 
householders  throughout  the  trip  to  Virginia,  New  York  and  back  to 
Virginia,  returning  with  them  to  Florida  in  October.  Following  this, 
the  observation  continued  to  complete  a  full  year.  The  results  of  the 
study  are  now  being  compiled  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  report  can  be  made 
available  in  the  late  spring  of  1956.  i 

The  East  Coast  Migrant  Conference  held  in  Washington  in  1954 
devoted  itself  to  a  rather  general  consideration  of  health,  education,  and 
welfare  problems  of  migrant  laborers  of  an  interstate  nature.  Following 
this  conference  a  number  of  those  who  participated  felt  it  would  be 
helpful  to  hold  a  second  conference  devoted  strictly  to  consideration  of 
health  problems,  a  review  of  the  situation  as  it  currently  exists  in  the 
ten  East  Coast  States  involved  in  the  migrant  stream,  and  to  determine 
what  needed  to  be  done  to  further  implement  the  health  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  conference.  As  a  result  of  this,  the  Florida  State 
Board  of  Health  agreed  to  sponsor  such  a  meeting  and  the  health 
departments  of  all  ten  states  expressed  interest  in  participating.  As  a 
result,  this  conference  has  been  scheduled  in  West  Palm  Beach  on 
April  18-19-20,  1956. 
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On  October  18,  1955  the  Governor  established  the  Florida  Advisory 
Committee  on  Migrant  Labor  and  charged  it  with  responsibility  of 
reviewing  problems  of  this  group,  reporting  their  findings  and  recom- 
mendations prior  to  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  director 
of  this  Bureau  was  designated  a  member  of  this  committee.  At  an  organ- 
izational meeting  in  Orlando  November  15,  the  committee  decided  to 
hold  a  series  of  open  hearings  in  areas  where  migrant  labor  is  used 
in  volume.  These  meetings  are  tentatively  scheduled  for  Belle  Glade, 
Homestead,  Immokalee  and  Orlando.  All  interested  persons  mcluding 
pubUc  officials,  workers,  crew  leaders  and  the  migrants  will  be  asked 
to  attend  to  discuss  their  problems  and  prepare  recommendations. 

BUREAU  OF  MENTAL  HEALTH 

R.  W.  McCOMAS,  M.D.,  M.P.H., 
Acting  Director 

PAUL  W.  PENNINGROTH,  Ph.D., 
Assistant  Director 

In  Tuly  1955  the  State  Board  of  Health  created  a  Bureau  of  Mental 
Health  to'  replace  the  old  Division  of  Mental  Health  in  the  Bureau  of 
Maternal  and  Child  Health.  The  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Maternal 
and  Child  Health  was  placed  in  charged,  in  an  actmg  capacity,  until  a 
permanent  director  could  be  employed.  The  Director  of  the  Division 
of  Mental  Health  was  assigned  as  Assistant  Director  of  the  Bureau  ot 
Mental  Health.  This  change  in  status  of  the  mental  health  program 
indicates  the  increasing  emphasis  being  given  by  the  State  Board  ot 
Health  to  mental  health.  The  only  other  major  change  m  the  statt 
of  the  bureau  was  the  addition  of  a  full-time  psychiatric  consultant. 
The  activities  of  the  staff  have  not  changed  significantly  with  the 
exception  of  the  necessity  of  devoting  increasing  amounts  of  time  to 
the  Council  on  Training  and  Research  in  Mental  Health,  and  the 
implementation  of  the  rural  mental  health  worker  program. 

This  bureau  is  concerned  primarily  with  prevention,  with  the  building 
of  social  forces,  with  the  nature  of  human  relationships,  and  with  com- 
munity programs  for  the  maintenance  and  strengthenmg  of  emotional 
and  mental  well-being.  It  attempts  to  bring  together  varied  interests  m 
mental  health  and  to  strengthen  them.  It  listens  to  the  vanous  expressions 
of  needs  in  mental  health  and  tries  to  build  programs  or  to  give  as-- 
sistance  to  others  which  may  resolve  the  needs  to  some  degree.  There 
are  many   specific  activities  which  may   help   to  accomplish   this. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  CENTERS  OR 
CHILD  GUIDANCE  CUNICS 

One  of  the  major  functions  of  this  bureau  is  to  provide  assistance 
to  mental  health  centers.  At  present  there  are  14  clinics  which  have 
evolved  locally  to  meet  community  needs.    The  pattern  or  organization 
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varies.  Regardless  of  the  type  of  organizational  pattern,  the  bureau  pro- 
vides financial  assistance  from  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  grants  and 
from  appropriations  made  by  the  State  Legislature  in  1953  and  1955. 
It  carries  on  a  training  program  and  makes  available  to  the  clinics  a 
team  of  consultants.  As  the  state  mental  health  authority  it  acts  as  a 
resource  for  and  as  a  liaison  with  the  clinics.  Personnel  standards  are 
set  up  by  the  Florida  Merit  System.  The  clinics  report  their  activities 
annually.  -^  i 

New  Clinics:  A  new  clinic  was  organized  during  the  year  for  Manatee 
and  Sarasota  Counties.  A  board  of  directors,  representing  professional 
and  lay  groups  in  both  counties,  was  formed.  Funds  were  supplied  from 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  public  school  systems  of  Manatee  and 
Sarasota  Counties  as  well  as  groups  and  individuals.  The  clinic  will  be 
staffed  by  a  psychologist-director,  two  part-time  psychiatric  social  work- 
ers and  a  psychiatric  consultant  when  one  becomes  available.  The  school 
systems  of  the  two  counties  are  providing  a  building  located  near  Happi- 
ness House,  practically  on  the  Manatee-Sarasota  line. 

Clinics  Opened  Before  January,  1955:  The  thirteen  clinics,  (Bay 
County  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  Panama  City;  Broward  Mental  Hygiene 
Clinic,  Inc.,  Fort  Lauderdale;  Dade  County  Child  Guidance  Clinic, 
Miami;  Duval  County  Child  Guidance  and  Speech  Correction  Clinic, 
Jacksonville;  Escambia  County  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  Pensacola;  Hills- 
borough County  Guidance  Center,  Tampa;  Psychological  Clinic  of  the 
Florida  Center  of  Clinical  Services,  Gainesville;  Mental  Health  Clinic  of 
the  Leon  County  Health  Department,  Tallahassee;  Orange  County 
Guidance  Clinic,  Orlando;  Palm  Beach  County  Child  Guidance  Clinic, 
West  Pakn  Beach;  Pinellas  County  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  St.  Pters- 
burg  and  Clearwater;  Polk  County  Guidance  Center,  Bartow;  Mental 
Health  Division  of  Volusia  County  Health  Department,  Daytona  Beach) 
have  carried  on  their  activities  of  diagnosis,  treatment,  education,  train- 
ing, consultation  and  research.  There  have  been  changes  in  personnel, 
new  staff  employees  added,  and  usually  a  sharpening  of  definition  and 
practice  of  functions. 

Reports:  The  uniform  statistical  report  developed  by  the  Biometrics 
Division  of  the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health  has  been  adopted 
by  all  of  the  clinics  and  for  the  first  time  provides  comparable  figures 
for  a  12  months*  period.  The  Florida  Center  of  Clinical  Services  consists 
of  five  clinics  (Psychology,  Speech  and  Hearing,  Reading  Laboratory, 
Adapted  and  Corrective  Eixercises,  Marriage  and  Family)  with  activities 
integrated  through  the  office  of  the  Coordinator. 

Discharged  Patients:  At  the  end  of  each  month  the  clinics  report 
all  patients  for  whom  services  are  terminated.  During  1955  services  for 
4080  patients  were  terminated  in  the  13  child  guidance  and  mental 
health  clinics.  For  the  period,  July  1  to  December  31,  there  were  2115 
terminated  patients  as  compared  to  1559  in  the  last  six  months  of  1954. 
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This  is  an  increase  of  27  per  cent  although  it  must  be  remembered  that 
quality  of  service  is  of  greater  significance  than  numbers. 

Terminated  patients  do  not  represent  the  entire  case  load.  The  follow- 
ing data  describes  work  with  patients  in  ten  of  the  clinics  (Duval,  Pinellas, 
and  Escambia  omitted) :  terminated  patients  are  80  per  cent  of  the 
total  case  load.  Males  outnumber  females  two  to  one  up  to  age  30.  After 
30  females  exceed  the  males  in  number.  Eight  of  the  ten  clinics  do  not 
have  any  age  limit.  Two  limit  their  services  to  children.  However,  two- 
thirds  of  all  patients  were  under  18  years  of  age. 

Diagnostic  and  treatment  services  were  given  to  693  of  the  3053  termi- 
nated patients.  Diagnostic  service  was  provided  to  1752  individuals,  and 
other  services  provided  by  each  clinic  varies  with  the  community  setting, 
the  expressed  community  needs,  and  the  purpose  of  the  clinic.  For 
example,  diagnostic  and  treatment  services  range  from  5  per  cent  to 
43  per  cent  with  a  median  of  27  per  cent.  Diagnostic  services  range  from 
17  to  84  per  cent  with  a  median  of  51  per  cent.  Other  services  range 
from  1  per  cent  to  48  per  cent  with  a  median  of  23  per  cent. 

Clinic  Community  Services:  Each  year  the  clinics  report  the  com- 
munity services  performed  during  the  month  of  November.  During  the 
one  month,  we  learn  that  285  hours  were  spent  by  clinic  staff  members 
giving  information  and  education  services  to  the  general  public.  This 
consisted  of  lectures,  talks,  group  study  sessions,  and  the  use  of  mass 
media.  There  were  108  hours  given  by  staff  members  for  the  mseryice 
training  of  professional  groups.  Over  one-half  of  this  time  was  given 
to  the  training  of  health  personnel.  A  total  of  449  hours  were  spent  by 
the  clinic  staffs  providing  consultation  service  and  conferences  with 
schools,  courts,  probation  officers,  police,  social  and  welfare  agencies, 
health  agencies,  including  private  physicians,  and  other  agencies.  Hours 
totaling  98  were  spent  in  community  planning  and  coordination.  Alto- 
gether, the  clinics  spent  approximately  800  hours  on  community  educa- 
tional services  in  a  single  month. 

Staff  Members:  There  are  two  full-time  psychiatrists,  22  clinical 
psychologists,  13  psychiatric  social  workers,  and  three  speech  therapists 
on  the  staffs  of  the  clinics.  Part-time  workers  include  13  psychiatrists, 
13  clinical  psychologists,  and  four  psychiatric  social  workers.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  the  following  budgeted  positions  unfilled:  3 
clinical  psychologists,  8  psychiatric  social  workers  and  a  part-time 
psychiatrist. 

Financial  Support:  Financial  support  for  the  operation  of  the  clinics 
is  secured  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  (including  federal  funds  from 
National  Institute  of  Mental  Health),  State  Department  of  Education, 
County  Commissioners,  City  governments.  Community  Chests,  clubs, 
and  organizations,  and  fees. 
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Meetings:  Each  year  the  professional  staff  members  of  the  clinics 
meet  to  discuss  common  problems,  share  experiences,  and  make  plans 
to  meet  needs  more  adequately.  Representatives  from  the  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service  served  as  consultants  at  the  1955  meeting  held  in 
Daytona  Beach.  ;- 

TRAINING  AND  RESEARCH 

The  demand  for  training  in  human  relationships  and  for  imderstand- 
ing  of  mental  health  principles  have  continued.  This  bureau  has  at- 
tempted to  meet  this  demand  in  several  ways: 

Workshops:  Three-day  workshops  in  human  relations  have  been 
held  in  Leesburg  for  Visiting  Teachers,  two  in  Orlando  for  community 
mental  health  workers,  one  in  Chattahoochee  and  one  in  Quincy  for 
front-line  community  mental  health  workers,  one  in  Jennings  for  Hamil- 
ton County  school  personnel,  one  in  Palm  Beach  County  for  school 
personnel,  and  staff  members  assisted  in  workshops  at  Jacksonville  Beach 
and  at  Femandina  Beach. 

Group  Dynamics:  A  four-day  workshop  on  group  process  dynamics 
was  held  for  representatives  from  the  clinics,  Alcohol  Rehabilitation 
Program,  and  other  groups.  Consultants  from  the  regional  office  of 
the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  were  the  leaders. 

Social  Workers'  Meeting:  A  two-day  meeting  was  held  in  Jackson- 
ville in  the  spring  for  the  psychiatric  social  workers  from  the  clinics. 

Directors'  Meeting:  The  Directors  of  the  clinics  met  in  Jacksonville 
in  December  to  share  experiences,  discuss  problems,  and  agree  upon 
common  practices. 

Council  on  Training  and  Research  in  Mental  Health:  Upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Governor's  Committee  on  Training  and  Re- 
search in  Mental  Health,  the  Florida  Association  for  Mental  Health,  and 
the  Citizens  Conference,  the  reconmiendation  was  made  to  the  Legis- 
lature that  a  permanent  Council  on  Training  and  Research  in  Mental 
Health  be  created  to  advise  and  consult  with  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
The  Legislature  accepted  the  recommendation,  appropriated  $250,000 
for  training  and  research  purposes  and  placed  the  administration  of 
the  funds  with  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  Governor,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  bill,  appointed  six  professional  members  and  five 
lay  members  to  the  council.  i 

Administrative  responsibility,  carried  out  upon  the  reconmiendation 
of  the  Council,  includes  the  following: 

1.  employed  an  administrative  secretary 
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2.  allotted  to  the  School  of  Social  Welfare,  Florida  State  University, 
funds  for  stipends  for  nine  students 

3.  collected  information  about  research  possibilities  within  the  state 

4.  made  preliminary  plans  to  allocate  fimds  for  residencies  in  psychiatry 

5.  made  preliminary  plans  to  allocate  funds  for  internships  in  psy- 
chology 

6.  adopted  criteria  for  awarding  stipends  in  psychiatric  nursing 

7.  described  functions  and  adopted  standards  to  apply  in  the  employ- 
ment of  psychiatric  nursing  educator. 

The  continuing  demands  for  professional  mental  health  workers  and 
their  scarcity  has  given  reinforcement  to  the  need  and  the  importance 
of  the  activities  of  this  Council. 

STATE-WIDE  PLAN 

Following  successful  demonstration  of  the  pilot  project  inaugurated 
in  DeSoto-Charlotte-Hardee  Counties,  a  decision  was  made  to  extend 
and  expand  the  plan  to  provide  smaller  counties  with  a  non-climcal 
mental  health  program.  The  plan  has  now  been  extended  to  St.  Lucie 
and  Collier  Counties,  in  addition  to  the  continuance  of  the  pilot  project. 
In  brief,  the  plan  calls  for  the  placement  of  a  mental  health  worker  in 
a  rural  county  to  be  attached  to  the  local  health  department  and  to 
work  with  a  nearby  mental  health  center.  The  worker  will  carry  on 
mental  health  education,  provide  resource  information  and  furnish 
consultation  services  to  parents,  teachers,  nurses,  doctors,  and  ministers, 
serve  as  liaison  for  a  limited  service  program  by  a  nearby  mental  health 
center  for  selected  patients.  •   •  •    •    j 

A  detailed  orientation  program  has  been  set  up  providing  a  limited 
supplementation  of  training  and  orientation  to  a  new  type  of  work. 

CONSULTATION 

The  Bureau  of  Mental  Health  makes  its  services  available,  on  a  con- 
sultation basis,  to  any  group  or  individual  in  the  state  requesting  con- 
sultation. Most  requests  come  from  clinics  and  communities  wanting  to 
set  up  some  form  of  mental  health  service.  A  few  examples  are: 

Florida  Farm  Colony:  The  expansion  of  a  psychological  unit  and 
development  of  a  more  effective  training  program  has  been  started  at 
the  Farm  Colony  in  Gainesville.  The  Consultant  from  the  regional  office 
of  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  in  Atlanta  and  the  staff  of  this 
bureau  have  attended  several  meetings. 

Nurses:  Ahnost  spontaneous  has  been  the  development  throughout 
the  state  of  great  interest  in  the  training  of  nurses  and  especially  of 
their  imderstanding  of  mental  health.  Consultation  service  has  been 
given  to  various  nursing  groups. 
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Florida  Association  for  Mental  Health:  Consultation  service  has  been 
made  available  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Florida  Association  for 
Mental  Health.  I 

Memorial  Unit  of  Duval  Medical  Center:  Consultation  and  assist- 
ance have  been  given  to  the  Memorial  Unit  of  the  Duval  Medical 
Center  to  set  up  a  system  of  reporting  outpatient  clinic  patients  more 
in  line  with  the  reports  adopted  by  outpatient  clinics. 

EDUCATIONAL  AaiVITIES  ' 

The  constant  request  for  additional  information  and  knowledge  about 
mental  illness  and  mental  health  has  increased  during  the  year.  Requests 
for  educational  programs  have  varied  from  general  information  to  pro- 
viding specific  skills  and  training.  Education  in  mental  health  is  carried 
on  by  many  groups,  agencies,  and  individuals  in  the  state  not  connected 
directly  with  this  bureau.  The  educational  activities  varied  as  follows: 

1.  distribution  of  pamphlets  and  films  through  the  Division  of  Health 
Information  i 

2.  participation  in  Vocational  Rehabilitation  workshop  and  other 
workshops  for  teachers 

3.  presenting  talks  and  lectures  to  school  groups,  luncheon  organiza- 
tions, women's  groups  or  clubs,  social  groups  and  others 

4.  serving  as  consultants  or  as  resource  individuals,  or  serving  on  the 
program  of  regional  and  state  meetings 

5.  bi-monthly  publication  of  Flamingo  Foresights  (house  organ)  as 
a  medium  of  communication  between  the  bureau  and  the  mental 
health  and  child  guidance  clinics. 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Plans  were  developed  with  the  Exceptional  Child  Division  of  the 
State  Department  of  Education  to  inaugurate  the  first  steps  for  suspect 
detection  and  reporting  in  a  public  health  setting.  A  study  was  started 
in  Volusia  County  to  outline  a  procedure  for  step  by  step  handling  of 
the  names  of  individuals  listed  as  emotionally  disturbed  on  the  principal's 
report  of  exceptional  children.  This  includes  a  development  of  criteria 
for  the  initial  selection  of  children.  The  follow-up  study  through  public 
health  nurses  and  teachers,  the  referral  to  a  mental  health  center  for 
diagnosis  and  treatment,  and  the  system  of  keeping  complete  records 
is  being  worked  out.  Successful  completion  of  this  study  will  permit 
extension  of  the  suspect  reporting  service  to  other  counties. 

EDUCATION— MENTAL  HEALTH  INSTITUTE 

Initial  plans  were  developed  for  a  two  year  program  devoted  to  the 
first  steps  in  the  challenging  field  of  mental  health  in  education,  namely, 
the  exploration  of  the  mental  health-education  teamwork  desirable  to 
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meet  the  needs  of  the  exceptional  child.  This  program  represents  the 
high  point  of  some  five  years  of  interstate  cooperation  in  the  mental 
h^lth  programs  of  the  six  southeastern  states  and  the  National  Institute 
of  Mental  Health.  In  the  past  the  bureau  has  teamed  up  to  expand 
the  "psychological  resources  in  the  South"  (developed  with  the  Southern 
Regional  Education  Board),  the  "Council  on  Training  and  Research 
in  Mental  Health"  and  last  year  explored  inter-agency  values  m  the 
"care  of  the  mentally  deficient".  Florida,  serving  as  the  host  state,  was 
granted  funds  by  the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health  to  carry  on 
this  two  year  program  of  mental  health  in  education.  With  the  active 
cooperation  of  the  State  Department  of  Education,  regional  meetings 
have  been  held  and  plans  developed  for  the  program. 

STAFF 

The  staff  of  this  bureau  has  been  enlarged  in  keeping  with  the  "team" 
concept  as  the  most  efficient  and  effective  unit  in  a  mental  health 
center.  The  staff  now  consists  of  a  psychiatrist,  a  clinical  psychologist, 
a  psychiatric  nurse,  a  psychiatric  social  worker,  and  a  psychiatric  con- 
sultant. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  NURSING 

The  bureau  has  continued  to  place  emphasis  on  mental  health  educa- 
tion in  public  health  and  community  nursing.  Through  the  cooperative 
planning  in  this  area  with  health,  welfare,  education  and  other  com- 
munity agencies,  260  persons  participated  in  planned  workshops,  of 
whom  100  were  professional  nurses.  Of  especial  interest  was  one  hospital 
group  which  planned  for  and  included  personnel  from  all  departments 
from  administration  to  maintenance  crews.  Another  was  a  county  in 
which  representatives  from  health,  welfare,  education  and  hospitals 
planned  several  workshop  experiences  for  their  agency  workers  so  as  to 
obtain  a  "community-wide"  awareness  of  mental  health.  Each  of  the 
above  planned  for  and  completed  two  training  workshops  during  the 
year  and  are  asking  for  additional  help  in  the  future.  The  bureau  has 
given  support  to  the  program  for  orientation  of  public  health  personnel 
to  psychiatric  hospitals  which  is  described  elsewhere  in  this  report.  As  in 
other  years,  joint  staff  and  educational  meetings  were  held  with  the 
Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing  giving  attention  to  new  drugs,  fihns, 
video,  and  the  rural  mental  health  worker  program. 

The  state-wide  annual  conference  of  the  schools  of  nursing  (profes- 
sional diploma  and  collegiate)  in  February  1955  selected  human  relations 
as  one  area  for  priority.  This  accounted  for  some  of  the  many  requests 
for  workshops.  An  increased  number  of  inquiries  has  been  received  from 
professional  nurses  indicating  interest  in  advanced  training  and  in  em- 
ployment in  psychiatric  and  mental  health  nursing.  Two  professional 
nurses  began  advanced  study  for  their  Master's  degree,  one  in  psychiatnc 
and  the  other  in  mental  healdi  nursing,  in  September  1955.  These 
candidates   were   awarded  stipends  by   the  universities  of  their  choice 
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from  grants  from  the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health.  No  persons 
were  awarded  funds  for  training  in  this  area  from  Florida's  legislative 
nursing  scholarship  appropriation  during  1955.  One  new  position  for 
a  psychiatric  nursing  specialist  was  provided  for  by  the  Legislature.  No 
new  positions  were  budgeted  for  in  mental  health  nursing. 

Since  1950  nursing  service  has  been  extended  to  county  health  de- 
partments. In  some  of  these  departments,  public  health  nurses  assisted 
in  serving  the  needs  of  emotionally  disturbed  children  by  preparing 
family  and  child's  personal  history  from  their  school  and  home  visits, 
and  by  participation  in  treatment  planning  conferences  at  child  guidance 
centers.  In  the  schools  they  have  assisted  with  identification,  screening 
and  referral  to  treatment  resources.  Reports  indicate  use  of  learnings 
from  workshop  experiences.  The  community  nursing  service  continues 
to  be  hampered  by  not  enough  local  resources,  and  too  limited  training 
for  (1)  work  satisfaction  of  (doctor  and)  nurse  and  (2)  skilled  service 
to  families.  Some  directors  of  nursing  are  beginning  to  ask  for  a  greater 
differentation  of  role  and  educational  needs  of  the  beginning  nurse,  the 
experienced  nurse,  and  nurses  in  strategic  planning  and  leadership  roles. 

Nursing  service  and  nursing  education  in  Florida  saw  many  gains  in 
psychiatric  and  mental  health  nursing  that  outweighed  the  frustrations, 
disappointments,  lack  of  recognition,  and  status  of  this  and  former 
years.  The  gains  might  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  Nursing  practitioners  achieved  a  sharper  focus  on  their  professional 
needs  in  order  to  do  the  job  in  nursing  service  and  nursing  edu- 
cation 

2.  Professional  planning  involved  more  intra-agency  cooperation  and 
assumption  of  responsibility  by  local  as  well  as  state  groups 

3.  Counsel  as  sought  during  the  year  appeared  to  make  very  mean- 
ingful use  of  consultant  and  advisory  services  from  national,  re- 
gional, and  state  resources. 

Along  with  the  practitioner  of  public  health  nursing,  the  classroom 
teacher  is  recognized  as  having  preventive  mental  health  teaching  as 
one  of  her  functions.  The  bureau,  as  in  former  years,  has  served  the 
teacher  through  her  school  and  her  associations.  Several  of  the  county 
boards  of  public  instruction  which  used  this  service  were  Nassau,  Duval, 
St.  Lucie,  Palm  Beach,  Bay,  Bradford,  and  Hamilton.  It  should  be 
noted  that  these  services  were  rendered  to  counties  without  clinics  or 
with  limited  clinic  resource  personnel. 

ESTIMATION  OF  NUMBER  OF  PSYCHOTIC 
CHILDREN  IN  FLORIDA 

At  the  request  of  the  Interim  Committee  on  Mental  Health  of  the 
Florida  State  Legislature,  the  bureau  has  undertaken  an  estimation  of 
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the  number  of  psychotic  children  in  Florida.  Requests  for  information 
have  been  sent  to  all  psychiatrists,  pediatricians,  county  judges,  county 
school  superintendents,  county  health  officers,  child  guidance  and  mental 
health  clinics,  and  secretaries  of  county  medical  societies  in  Flonda. 
The  final  report  will  be  presented  in   1956. 

ORIENTATION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 
IN  MENTAL  ILLNESS 

Through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  bureau,  the  Florida  State  Hos- 
pital staff,  and  the  Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing,  a  program  of 
orientation  of  public  health  personnel  was  instituted  in  the  Hospital  at 
Chattahoochee  late  in  1955.  The  purpose  of  this  orientation  was: 

1.  to  acquaint  public  health  personnel  with  state  hospital  facilities 
and  the  functions  of  these  facilities  in  the  care  of  the  mentally  ill 

2.  to  help  public  health  nurses  and  other  public  health  personnel 
understand  the  needs  of  the  mentally  ill  patient  and  his  family 
before,  during  and  after  the  period  of  hospitalization 

3.  to  help  the  hospital  staff  understand  the  services  and  functions  of 
the  public  health  organizations  in  Florida 

4.  to  create  a  mutual  understanding  of  the  needs  and  problems  of 
each  of  these  organizations 

5.  to  determine  ways  and  means  of  coordinating  and  integrating  the 
efforts  of  these  organizations  so  that  the  prevention  and  the  care 
of  mental  illness  might  be  more  closely  correlated. 

The  first  group  to  participate  in  this  orienUtion  consisted  of  two 
county  health  officers,  five  public  health  nurses  including  staff  consult- 
ants, and  a  psychiatrist  from  the  bureau.  Plans  have  been  made  for 
future  groups  of  ei^t  to  twelve  persons  to  participate  on  a  bi-monthly 
basis. 
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BUREAU  OF  DENTAL  HEALTH 


FLOYD  H.  DeCAMP,  D.D.S., 
Director 


This  bureau  continued  its  program  of  acquainting  and  educatmg  the 
pubUc  on  preventive  dental  health  measures,  their  uses  in  the  control 
of  dental  disease,  and  their  vital  importance  in  the  maintenance  of 
general  health.  Three  new  phases  were  added  to  the  over-all  program 
in  1955. 

FLUORIDATION 

Emphasis,  as  before,  was  placed  on  water  fluoridation  as  it  still  holds 
first  place  in  the  field  of  preventive  dentistry  in  the  control  of  dental 
decay.  Scientific  informational  literature  was  distributed,  radio  broad- 
casts were  made,  films,  fihnstrips,  and  talks  were  presented  to  schools, 
city  officials,  parent-teacher  association  groups,  professional  and  civic 
organizations  through  the  facilities  of  this  bureau  and  the  Division  of 
Health  Information.  This  service  was  exceptionally  well  supported  by 
the  dental  profession  throughout  the  state  and  the  public  became  more 
aware  of  the  importance  of  fluoridation.  New  impetus  was  given  to 
this  measure  by  the  re-affirmation  of  its  fluoridation  policy  by  the 
Florida  State  Board  of  Health,  following  a  public  hearing  on  fluonda- 
tion,  held  August  20,  1955,  at  the  request  of  the  anti-fluoridationists. 
As  of  December  31,  1955,  fourteen  communities  in  the  state  were 
operating  fluoridation  programs.  Orlando  conducted  a  referendum  on 
fluoridation  which  was  successful,  and  will  initiate  the  program  early 
in  1956.  Three  additional  communities  adopted  the  measure  the  latter 
part  of  1955  and  installation  will  be  made  in  1956. 

TOPICAL  SODIUM  FLUORIDE  TREATMENTS 

This  bureau  has  supported  the  efforts  of  many  citizens  who  have 
urged  their  health  officials  to  adopt  the  program  of  Topical  Sodium 
Fluoride  Treatments  (applying  sodium  fluoride  to  the  teeth  of  children 
at  the  recommended  ages  of  3,  7,  10,  13  years)  until  such  time  as 
their  communities  establish  fluoridation  programs.  It  has  been  proved 
that  topical  sodium  fluoride  applications  to  children's  teeth,  if  carried 
to  completion  as  recommended,  will  reduce  dental  decay  by  as  much 
as  forty-five  per  cent.  During  the  year  one  county  health  department 
(Brevard)  placed  a  full-time  dental  hygienist  on  its  staff  to  conduct 
a  topical  sodium  fluoride  project  and  a  county-wide  dental  educational 
program.  The  topical  sodium  fluoride  program  is  handicapped  by  a 
shortage  of  dental  hygienists. 

MOBILE  DENTAL  UNIT 

The  mobile  dental  unit  was  in  operation  only  seven  months  during 
1955  because  of  the  resignation  of  the  field  dentist  to  enter  private 
practice.  Despite  this  loss  of  time,  fifteen  schools  in  five  counties  were 
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visited  and  dental  corrective  care  given  to  underprivUeged  children  in 
the  first,  second,  and  third  grades,  and  DMF  (decayed,  missing,  and 
fUled)  dental  examinations  were  made  through  the  sixth  grade  m  each 
mstance.  This  resulted  in  an  examination  of  3,321  children,  and  249 
patients  received  25  prophylaxis  treatments,  450  amalgam  fiUmgs,  9 
cement  filUngs,  11  siUcate  fillings,  370  miscellaneous  treatments,  and 
the  extraction  of  208  teeth.  The  dentist  in  charge  of  the  climc  also 
gave  chair  instruction  to  each  patient  and  dental  health  literature  to 
children,  parents,  and  teachers,  as  well  as  making  talks  to  classroom 
and  PTA  groups.  In  addition,  two  counties  were  given  assistance  with 
DMF  surveys. 

COUNTY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
DENTAL  CORRECTIVE  CLINICS 

Dade,  Duval,  Hillsborough,  Orange,  Pinellas,  and  Palm  Beach  county 
health  departments  continued  operation  of  full-  and  part-time  dental 
corrective  clinics.  Total  figures  for  these  counties  are:  dental  inspections 
44,634,  7,106  children  who  received  130  prophylaxis  treatments,  9,«41 
fillings'  12,043  miscellaneous  treatments  and  X-rays,  and  6,024  ex- 
tractions. Two  of  the  counties  were  on  part-time  basis  and  only  three 
of  them  were  in  full  operation  the  entire  year.  Considenng  this  tact, 
together  with  that  of  personnel  changes,  these  county  dental  clinics 
have  done  extremely  well.  In  addition  to  corrective  service  the  dentists 
in  charge  of  the  clinics  gave  chair  instruction,  distributed  dental  health 
literature,  presented  films  and  filmstrips  to  both  classroom  and  cmc 
group  audiences.  In  Orange  County  alone  the  operatmg  dentist  gave 
chair  instruction  to  826  children,  made  571  classroom  talks  to  16,90 J 
children  and  teachers,  29  talks  to  civic  groups  with  an  estimated  at- 
tendance of  2,410,  and  presented  7  dental  health  films  to  526  persons. 

DENTAL  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  interest  of  schools,  parent-teacher  association  groups,  and  civic 
leaders  in  the  promotion  of  dental  health  education  and  m  remedial 
programs  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  requests  for  direct  as- 
Tistance  could  not  always  be  met.  Early  dental  attention  (home  and 
professional),  the  importance  of  proper  diet  to  dental  health  and  a 
water  fluoridation  program  were  always  stressed.  The  dental  nealtn 
educator  visited  108  schools  in  9  counties  to  conduct  staff  conferences 
with  teachers  in  elementary  schools.  Approximately  215  teacher  packets 
containing  materials  suitable  for  the  use  of  teachers  in  correlating  dental 
health  with  other  subjects  were  placed  in  school  Ubraries,  distributed 
to  teachers,  civic  and  public  health  leaders,  4-H  Clubs  and  Boy  and 
Girl  Scout  organizations.  In  addition  to  the  packets,  51  279  Pieces  ot 
dental  health  Uterature  were  distributed  by  this  Bureau.  When  a  DMl- 
survey  or  corrective  cUnic  is  to  be  conducted,  the  dental  health  educator 
is  sent  to  the  area  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  program  and  meetings 
held  with  teachers  to  instruct  them  in  their  part;  also  classroom  talks 
are  made  to  arouse  the  interest  of  the  children. 
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Special  dental  health  educational  classes  were  held  »!  *?.Unr^ersity 
of  Tampa,  Florida  State  University,  University  of  Florida,  Florida 
Southern  College,  and  University  of  Miami.  Likew«e  there  was  partici- 
pation in  4-H  Club  and  Boy  and  Girl  Scout  progiams.  Services  of  the 
dental  health  educator  were  again  made  available  to  the  Gamesville 
Dental  Care  Program.  | 

Five  post-planning  conferences  for  teachers  were  participated  in— 
four  in  Miami  and  one  in  St.  Augustine.  A  total  of  2,108  teachers  at- 
tended  the  conferences. 

DENTAL  SURVEYS 

Cooperating  with  Leon  County  Health  Department  and  school  of- 
ficials two  special  DMF  surveys  were  made  m  which  all  first  grade 
childr'en,  whiie  and  negro  in  22  schools,  totaling  1,195  were  examined 
in  the  spring.  In  the  fall  survey,  2,652  first  and  second  g^de  children 
white  and  negro  in  23  schools  were  examined.  In  Taylor  County,  l,b:)j) 
children,  white  and  negix),  in  grades  one  through  six,  were  exam^^^. 
In  these  three  surveys  the  field  dentist  of  this  bureau  made  all  the  ex- 
aminations. In  each  instance  referral  cards  were  filled  out,  given  to  the 
teacher,  who  in  turn  sent  them  to  the  parents  concerned.  These  <^rds 
tell  the  parents  the  dental  condition  of  the  child  at  that  time  and  advise 
them  to  consult  their  family  dentist.  •  -^u 

A  similar  survey  was  held  in  Broward  County  in  cooperation  wiOi 
local  dentists,  county  health  department,  and  school  officials.  T^e  bur- 
eau's  mobile  X-ray  unit  was  used  and  local  dentists,  workmg  m  shitts, 
conducted   the  examinations. 

FLORIDA  STATE  FAIR  EXHIBIT 

For  the   second  consecutive   year,   this   bureau   cooperated   with   the 
Florida  State  Dental  Society,  the  Hillsborough  County  Dental  Society, 
and    Tampa   Dental   Assistants   in    conducting   a   free   dental    buewing 
X-ray   pro-am    and    dental   health    educational   booth   at   the    Flonda 
State  Fair,  Tampa,  Februry  5-19.  A  total  of  680  man  hours  were  con- 
tributed by  52  Tampa  dentist  and  70  dental  assistants.  The  Commumty 
Coordinating   Council  furnished  31   volunteer  workers  who  assisted  at 
the  registration  desks.  Approximately  3,000  children  were  X-rayed  and 
42  000  pieces  of  literature  were  taken  by  interested  persons  visiting  and 
pacing  the  booth.  Each  child  that  was  X-rayed,  was  given  the  X-rays 
in  a  sealed  envelope  in  which  there  had  been  placed  an  evaluation  card 
for  the  dentist,  to  whom  the  X-rays  were  taken  for  reading  and  diagnosis, 
to  fill  in  and  then  return  to  this  office.  Approximately  350  cards  were 
received   showing   that   350   children   had   had   their   X-rays  developed 
and  read  by  a  dentist.  In  each  instance  the  dentist  reportmg  registered 
his  approval  of  the  project  and  the  hope  that  it  would  be  contmued 
another  year.  Consequently,  plans  were  begun  in  November  for  a  similar 
program  in  1956. 
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NEW  SERVICES 

ORAL  LAaOBACILLUS  DENTAL  CARIES 
LABORATORY  PROGRAM 

In  June,  1955,  the  Oral  Lactobacillus  Dental  Caries  Laboratory  Pro- 
gram was  initiated  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Bureau  of  Laboratories. 
The  laboratory  assigned  trained  personnel  to  make  the  necessary  saliva 
tests.  Letters  were  mailed  to  dentists  over  the  state  who  had  expressed 
an  interest  in  the  project  and  upon  receiving  requests  from  them,  saliva 
kits,  containing  specimen  bottle  and  complete  instructions  for  collecting 
and  submitting  saliva  samples,  were  forwarded  to  them.  These  dentists 
were  given,  in  addition,  special  literature  relative  to  a  "Dietary  Pro- 
gram for  the  Control  of  Dental  Caries."  When  a  saliva  specimen  is 
received  in  the  laboratory  it  is  tested  as  to  the  number  of  lactobacillus 
count  per  milliliter  and  a  report  indicating  the  findings  is  mailed  to 
the  dentist  of  the  patient.  Although  the  dentists  over  the  state  are  not 
yet  too  familiar  with  the  service  the  response  has  been  very  good.  In 
all,  62  dentists  from  25  cities  in  12  counties  participated.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  reports  were  mailed  to  them.  Interest  of  the  dentists  in  this 
new  service  is  increasing  rapidly  and  several  group  discussions  have  been 
held  in  which  the  techniques  and  the  value  of  a  saliva  count  in  the 
control  of  dental  decay  was  explained. 

X-RAY  MOBILE  UNIT 

An  X-ray  mobile  unit  was  established  in  October.  This  is  sent  upon 
request  to  a  community  where  either  the  field  dentist  from  this  bureau 
or  local  dentists  take  the  X-rays.  Children  in  certain  grades  are  given 
free  bitewing  dental  X-rays  to  determine  their  need  for  dental  care. 
The  films  are  developed  by  the  family  dentist  who  informs  the  parents 
of  the  child's  dental  condition  and  if  treatment  is  necessary  at  that 
time.  In  order  to  make  the  surveys  a  learning  experience  for  children, 
teachers,  and  parents,  and  the  community  as  a  whole,  each  survey  pro- 
gram is  preceeded  by  a  dental  health  educational  program.  The  project 
is  successful  and  popular  with  the  dental  profession. 

FLORIDA  STATE  DENTAL  SCHOLARSHIP  PLAN 

The  1955  State  Legislature  enacted  a  bill  whereby  a  sum  of  $10,000 
a  year  is  made  available  for  ten  dental  scholarships.  These  are  to  be 
awarded  to  worthy  students  who  could  not  study  dentistry  without 
financial  assistance  and  who  agree  that,  upon  completion  of  their  train- 
ing, they  will  practice  in  a  Florida  community  which  is  in  need  of  a 
dentist.  The  Bureau  of  Dental  Health  and  the  Scholarship  Committee 
of  the  Florida  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  are  charged  with  the 
awarding  of  the  scholarships.  The  applicant  presents  his  application, 
references,  and  proof  of  need  for  financial  assistance,  together  with  a 
transcript  of  his  academic  record  in  predental  school,  to  this  Bureau. 
This  data  is  then  presented  to  the  Scholarship  Committee.  Although 
it  was  late  in  the  year  before  the  plan  could  be  put  into  operation, 
eight  scholarships  were  awarded  in   1955. 
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BUREAU  OF  ENTOMOLOGY 

J.  A.  MUIRENNAN,  B.S^., 

Director 

I 
The  year  1955  has  been  a  year  of  accomplishment  in  Ae  control  of 
mosq^toes,  dogflies  and  other  arthropods  of  pubhc  health  mjportance 
throughout  the  state.  Observations,  together  with  mosqiuto  light  trap 
S  substantiate  that  in  some  of  the  state's  coastal  counties,  annoyance 
from  salt-marsh  mosquitoes  has  been  markedly  reduced  as  a  result  ol 
intensified   elimination  of  salt-marsh  mosqmto  breedmg  areas. 

The  only  trouble  encountered  in  the  control  of  m^quitoes  was  in 
thl  cooties  where  DDT,  BHC  and  Dieldrin  had  been  extensively 
used  in  the  breeding  areas.  Under  these  conditions  the  ^lt-°janhj"°^ 
quitoes  built  up  resistance  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  not  P^^'We  to 
kill  them  in  the  populated  areas  with  any  of  the  chlorinated  hydro- 
carbon insecticides  in  the  adult  stage. 

The  counties  that  carried  out  the  recommended  practices  of  dr^ge, 
filling,  adulticiding  and  larviciding  with  oU  had  very  httle  trouble  or 
complaints  from  mosquito  amioyance. 

The  past  season  was  one  of  the  best  ever  eyerienced  in  the  control 
of  dogfHes.  There  was  only  one  county  on  the  Gulf  coast  (Walton) 
^hat^d  not  participate  in  the  program  dunng  the  1955  season,  and 
this  county  experienced  the  only  real  annoyance  from  dogtlies. 

Member  of  the  bureau  staff  were  active  during  1955  ^^  Sute  and 
national  associations  related  to  mosquito  control  and  public  healthy 
J.  A.  Mulrennan,  director  of  the  bureau,  served  as  President  of  the 
Florida  Public  Health  Association. 

ARTHROPOD  CONTROL 

The  two  State  Aid  Laws  under  which  the  State  Board  of  Health 
was  able  to  provide  financial  assistance  to  mosquito  control  distorts 
and  counties  were  combined  under  a  smgle  law  by  the  1955  ^tate 
legislature.  The  Legislature  made  avaUable  $1,734,329  for  arthropod 
cc^trol  during  the  fiscal  year  1955-56.  Of  this  amount  $1,250  000  is 
Xated  as  direct  aid  to  counties  and  districts  for  use  m  their  arthropod 
control  activities.  $484,329  is  available  for  research,  administration  and 
technical  assistance  to  counties. 

The  following  counties  participated  in  the  state  arthropod  control 
program  during  the  year.  Based  on  the  fiscal  year  of  the  counti^,  aiid 
Is  ofTe  end  of  the  calendar  year  1955,  the  local  budgets  for  arthropod 
control  activities  are  shown: 


Alachua 
Bay 

Brevard 
Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrus 

CoUier 

Dade 

Duval 

Escambia 

Flagler 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Gulf 

Hernando 

Hillsborough 

Indian  River 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 

Madison 

Manatee 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Orange 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach 

Pasco 

Pinellas 

Polk 

St.  Johns 

St,   Lucie 

Santa  Rosa 

Sarasota 

Simiter 

Suwannee 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Walton 

Wakulla 

Total  Local  Funds 
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I  20,900.00 
38,545.98 
236,002.85 
45,000.00 
8,022.52 
8,620.00 
13,196.74 
18,891.78 
146,360.00 
33,283.02 
60,000.00 
6,454.00 
7,500.00 
1,600.00 
17,500.00 
2,500.00 
71,350.00 
103,686.96 
27,725.00 
78,397.08 
15,000.00 
6,000.00 
550.00 
40,209.82 
25,809.03 
62,431.32 
26,515.45 
33,370.46 
6,000.00 
5,000.00 
101,933.00 
7,583.00 
55,344.05 
80,500.00 
27,000.00 
35,621.39 
16,612.97 
45,000.00 
4,000.00 
5,600.00 
3,000.00 
135,967.00 
2,830.83 
16,196.00 


$1,703,610.25 


With  continued  financial  and  technical  assistance  from  the  state, 
participating  counties  and  districts  have  been  able  to  make  commendable 
progress  toward  the  ultimate  elimination  of  mosquito  breeding  areas 
and  sources  of  other  arthropods  during  the  year.  They  have  also  been 
in  a  much  better  position  to  provide  more  effective  relief  from  adult 
mosquitoes  and  other  arthropods  during  periods  of  heavy  annoyance. 

The  following  tabulation  shows  accomplishments  during  1955,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  major  items  of  work  performed 
by  mosquito  control  districts  and  counties  in  their  intensified  efforts 
toward  the  elimination  of  breeding  areas. 
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Hydraulic  Dredging 

Cubic  yards  of  earth  fill  placed 

Acres  of  mosquito  breeding  area  eliminated 

Deepening^  Filling  &  Grading 

Acres  of  mosquito  breeding  area  eliminated 

Diking 

Miles  of  dike  constructed 

Cubic  yards  earth  moved 

Acres  of  mosquito  breeding  area  diked 


1954 <: 

1,109,233 
302 


195 


8.1 
79,352 
2,972 


1955 

1,129,399 
399 


569 


47 

397,935 

6,312 


Ditching  (New  Construction  &  Maintenance  Combined) 

Machine    ditching  281.6  mi 

Hand  ditching  369.2 

Dynamite  ditching  8.5 


«> 


Cisterns,   Cesspoob,  wells,  etc.   filled 
Sanitary  landfills  oi>erated 


238 
24 


335.8  mi 

276.6  " 

14.4 

165 

27 


ENTOMOLOGICAL  AND  ENGINEERING  ACTIVITIES 

The  Bureau  has  continued  to  provide  entomological  and  engineering 
assistance  to  mosquito  control  districts  and  counties  in  matters  related 
to  their  arthropod  control  programs.  The  staff  includes  two  engineers 
and  two  entomologists  stationed  in  the  central  office,  in  addition  to 
the  director,  who  work  throughout  the  entire  state;  and  five  regional 
entomologists  located  in  assigned  areas  in  the  field.  One  central 
office  entomologist  is  assigned  exclusively  to  enforcement  activities  of 
the  Structural  Pest  Control  Law.  One  regional  entomologist  is  assigned 
to  the  southern  end  of  the  state  to  study  the  extent  of  salt-marsh 
mosquito  breeding  in  the  area  of  lower  Dade  and  upper  Monroe 
counties  —  much  of   which   lies   within  the   Everglades  National   Park. 

Entomological  activities  during  the  year  consisted  of  lending  aid 
to  districts  and  counties  in  studying  arthropod  breeding  areas;  helping 
to  define  their  various  arthropod  problems;  reviewing  mosquito  control 
projects  proposed  in  the  districts'  or  counties'  work  plans  to  justify 
their  construction  from  an  entomological  standpoint;  and  training  dis- 
trict personnel  to  perform  entomological  investigations.  In  addition,  all 
regional  entomologists  assisted  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Structural 
Pest  Control  Law. 

Engineering  activities  consisted  of  making  engineering  surveys  and 
plans;  reviewing  areas  and  plans  for  construction  of  mosquito  control 
projects;  offering  recommendations  on  the  economy  and  efficiency  of 
various  mosquito  control  projects  and  programs;  and  assisting  districts 
and  counties  with  work  plans,  detailed  budgets,  record  keeping  systems 
and  other  fiscal  matters.  During  the  year,  improved  forms  were  develop- 
ed for  use  by  the  districts  and  counties  in  reporting  progress  and  ex- 
penditures in  detail  for  each  of  their  arthropod  control  programs. 
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ARTHROPOD  RESEARCH 

In  June  1954  personnel  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  moved  into 
the  newly  constructed  Entomological  Research  Center  in  Vero  Beach. 
The  research  staff  was  enlarged  by  only  two  entomologists  during  the 
year,  but  several  ancillary  workers  were  employed  in  order  to  equip, 
and  furnish  the  building. 

Before  moving  into  the  new  building,  the  Center  had  developed 
a  very  satisfactory  mosquito  actograph  by  substituting  a  sealed  plastic 
tube  for  a  cage  to  hold  the  study  insect.  When  reinstalled  in  the  new 
building,  much  is  expected  of  this  new  tool  for  studying  activity  cycles. 

During  the  summer  new  ecological  and  behavior  knowledge  was  ob- 
tained for  both  the  salt-marsh  and  the  fresh-water  primary  mosquito 
pests.  The  emphasis  was  placed  on  feeding  habits  in  the  case  of  salt- 
marsh  mosquitoes  and  on  mating  habits  in  the  case  of  the  glades  mos- 
quito. At  Marianna,  a  trapping  investigation  was  carried  on  and  yielded 
much  new  information  on  the  less-known  mosquitoes  of  West  Florida. 
And  in  Vero  Beach,  a  special  study  of  speciation  in  the  bromeliad  mos- 
quitoes was  continued. 

The  study  of  fish  predators  on  salt-marsh  mosquitoes  progressed  well 
during  the  year.  The  species  occurring  in  tidal  areas  are  now  quite 
well  known,  and  considerable  knowledge  of  their  seasonal  and  geographi- 
cal distribution  has  been  obtained.  An  opportunity  to  assess  the  effects 
on  fish  of  Dieldrin  pellets  applied  for  sandfly  eradication  presented 
itself  in  a  neighboring  county  in  early  May.  A  report  on  findings  has 
been  circulated  among  mosquito-control  workers.  The  fish  kill  was 
virtually  complete,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  such  measures  could 
vitiate  mosquito-control  efforts  if  undertaken  without  great  precautions. 

Also  during  the  year,  the  region  within  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of 
the  new  laboratory  and  a  mile  south,  and  between  U.  S.  1  and  Indian 
River  (some  1200  acres),  was  cover-mapped  with  great  precision.  This 
is  the  terrain  where  the  most  intensive  studies  will  be  carried  on, 
and  the  research  workers  will  now  have  available  an  excellent  14-color 
vegetation  and  hygrographic  map  of  this  area. 

STRUCTURAL  PEST  CONTROL 

The  State  Board  of  Health  was  very  active  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  Structural  Pest  Control  Law  of  1947  and  the  Thermal- Aerosol 
Law  of  1949  during  the  year.  The  usual  cooperative  attitude  of  the 
structural  pest  control  industry  has  greatly  benefited  the  efforts  of  the 
bureau  in  carrying  out  its  assigned  duties. 

The  efficacy  of  the  Structural  Pest  Control  Law  was  enhanced  when 
it  was  amended  in  1955,  after  which  there  appeared  to  be  an  increased 
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desire  on  the  part  of  the  pest  control  industry  for  continued  professional 
elevation.  The  bureau  supported  the  Florida  Pest  Control  Association 
in  this  important  endeavor.  I 

During  1955  the  Bureau  received  and  impartially  investigated  an 
increased  number  of  homeowner  complaints  entered  against  tenrnte 
control  firms.  This  was  probably  a  result  of  the  combined  efforts  of 
the  pest  control  industry  and  the  bureau  in  promoting  higher  standards 
of  workmanship  and  better  public  relations  between  the  industry  and 
the  homeowner. 


REGISTRATIONS 


1953 
184 


1954 
196 

910 

1 

19 


1955 
202 
3 
1013 
1 
16 


1955 
110 

34 

8 


Sute  Board  of  Health  Licenses  Issued 
State  Board  of  Health  Licenses  Revoked  — 

Employees  I ndentifi cation  Cards  Issued  789 

Thermal-AeroscJ  Certificates  of  Authorization  Issued         3 
Thermal- Aerosol  Certificates  of  Authorization  Renewals    18 

IhlVESTIGATIONS 

Homeowner  Complaints  Investigated 

Number  of  Non-Licensed  Illegal  Pest  Control  Operators 

Investigated 
Number  of  Charges  Preferred  against  Non-Licensed 

Illegal  Pest  Operators 

MALARIA  AND  TYPHUS  SURVEILLANCE 

The  incidence  of  malaria  and  typhus  in  the  state  continued  to  remain 
low.  Since  1948,  none  of  the  confirmed  reported  cases  of  malaria  have 
been  authenticated  as  being  indigenous  to  Florida.  Some  of  the  credit 
for  the  continued  absence  of  malaria  transmission  may  be  attributed  to 
the  three  district  supervisors  employed  with  the  bureau  and  stationed 
in  assigned  areas  of  the  state.  These  men  work  in  close  coop>eration  with 
county  health  departments  in  promoting  rodent  control  and  arthropod 
control  in  rural  and  urban  areas  and  in  maintaining  a  very  close  surveil- 
lance against  malaria  and  typhus. 

A  five-year  comparison  of  the  incidence  of  malaria  and  typhus  is 
shown  in  the  following  tabulation: 


Year 

Malaria 

Typhus 

1951 

23 

20 

1952 

50 

11 

1 

1953 

19 

1® 

1954 

11 

6 

1955 

13 

11 
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ARTHROPOD  IDENTIFICATION  LABORATORY 

The  laboratory  identified  more  than  two  and  one-half  million  adult 
mosquitoes  during  the  year  from  the  semi-weekly  operation  of  more 
than  100  mosquito  light  traps  located  throughout  the  state  and  from 
special  trapping  devices.  Also  identified  were  4,458  mosquito  larvae 
sent  in  from  mosquito  control  districts.  In  addition,  1,200  miscellaneous 
identifications  were  made  of  various  arthropods  sent  in  by  physicians  and 
other  individuals  requesting  identification  and  recommendations  for 
control. 

The  continued  weekly  distribution  of  The  Florida  Salt-Marsh  Mos- 
quitogram  giving  semi-weekly  collection  counts  of  salt-marsh  mosquitoes 
in  43  mosquito  light  traps  selectively  located  along  the  coastal  areas  of 
the  state,  provided  information  on  the  salt-marsh  mosquito  population 
for  the  coastal  counties  and  mosquito  control  districts  in  which  the  traps 
were  operated. 

Articles  by  staff  members: 

Nielsen,  E.  T.  and  Haeger,  J.  S.,  1955.  A  Simple  Method  for  Estimating 
Low  Light  Intensities.    Ecology  36:525-6,  1955. 

Haeger,  James  S.,  The  Non-blood  Feeding  Habits  of  Aedes 
taeniorhynchus  (Diptera,  Culicidae)  on  Sanibel  Island,  Florida,  Mosq. 
News  15:21-26,  March,  1955. 

Lieux,  D.  B.,  and  Mulrennan,  J.  A.,  1955.  Mayfly  Control  Mosq.  News 
15:156,  Sept.,  1955. 
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BUREAU  OF  SANITARY  ENGINEERING 


DAVID  B.  LK,  M^.,  Eng. 
Director 


SUMMARY 

In  the  field  of  water  supply  and  treatment,  312  projects  were  approved 
representing  an  increase  of  95  per  cent  over  the  previous  year  compared 
to  a  40  per  cent  increase  in  1954  over  1953.  The  estimated  total  cost 
of  1955  projects  is  approximately  $18,479,800  compared  to  $7,176,900 
in  1954.  In  suburban  developments  such  as  subdivisions,  there  were  163 
plans  for  public  water  supplies  and  treatment  installations  approved; 
and  improvements  continued  at  a  high  rate  as  there  were  53.4  per  cent 
of  the  total  of  projects  for  subdivisions  in  the  year  1955  comf)ared  to 
46.5  per  cent  of  the  projects  in  1954.  This  bureau  approved  plans  for 
water  plant  capacity,  new  work  and  additions  to  existing  plants,  for  the 
year  equivalent  to  82.9  million  gallons  per  day. 

The  construction  of  swimming  pools  in  the  state  continued  to  increase 
at  a  rapid  rate  and  there  was  a  total  of  239  projects  costing  an  estimated 
four  million  dollars  indicating  an  increase  of  approximately  45.7  per 
cent  over   1954  compared  to  6  per  cent  increase  in   1954  over   1953. 

Other  activities  such  as  bottled  water  plants,  public  bathing  places, 
common  carrier  water  supply,  etc.,  continued  about  the  same  rate  as 
in  the  past  except  public  water  supply  well  permits  issued  show  an 
increase  of  44  per  cent  in  number  over  1954. 

The  field  of  municipal  sewage  treatment  continued  to  expand  at  a 
very  rapid  rate  during  the  year  1955.  Plans  were  approved  for  276  separ- 
ate projects  (estimated  cost:  $40,444,942)  showing  an  increase  of  109 
per  cent  over  the  year  1954.  This  was  the  highest  dollar  value  in  any  one 
year  ever  approved  by  the  bureau. 

Industrial  waste  and  stream  sanitation  activities  remain  at  a  relatively 
low  level  due  to  the  shortage  of  necessary  personnel.  There  were  48 
separate  projects  approved  in  the  industrial  waste  field  estimated  at  a 
cost  of  $183,765.  This  is  a  material  increase  both  in  numbers  of  projects 
and  total  cost  over  previous  years,  but  in  no  way  can  this  be  considered 
a  true  value  of  activities,  since  the  industrial  waste  picture  in  Florida 
is  becoming  more  and  more  complex  with  the  rapid  development  of 
various  industries,  all  of  which  pose  a  very  definite  threat  to  the  water 
resources  of  Florida  unless  preventive  and  protective  measures  are  taken. 

The  problem  of  fringe  area  sanitation  continues  to  be  a  major  activity 
in  this  bureau  due  to  the  continual  rapid  growth  of  the  State.  This 
bureau  processed  709  subdivisions  reports  covering  459  subdivisicMis 
covering  a  total  of  17,630  lots,  and  2,181  unplatted  acres.    A  total  of 


SANITARY   ENGINEERING       163 

14,203  individual  forms  were  handled,  having  a  favorable  opinion,  for 
the  use  of  septic  tanks  and  drain  fields  which  included  159  inspection 
forms  for  individual  water  systems.  This  number  was  an  increase  of  587 
over  the  number  of  forms  processed  during  1954. 

In  other  fields,  such  as  seafood  sanitation,  food  handlers'  training 
program,  tourist  and  trailer  parks,  motels,  etc.,  the  work  remained  the 
same  or  has  increased  accordingly  for  the  area  in  question.  The  beddmg 
inspection  act  program  had  a  better  year  due  to  the  experience  accumu- 
lated in  1954. 

The  continual  growth  of  the  activities  of  this  bureau  can  best  be  seen 
by  the  graph  showing  the  number  of  plans  processed  annually  since 
1948.  In  1952,  600  sets  of  plans  were  processed;  in  1955,  1,271  sets 
were  processed,  an  increase  of  57  per  cent  over  1954. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  AND  TREATMENT 

JOHN  B.  MILLER,  B.S.,  M.P.H. 

In  the  following  pages  a  statistical  sunmiary  is  given  showing  insofar 
as  is  possible  with  bare  figures,  a  picture  of  activity  of  the  water  supply 
and  treatment  section  in  1955.  It  is  seen  that  the  activity  mcluded  a 
total  of  551  engineering  plans  and  specifications  processed  by  the  section. 
These  are  for  projects  for  such  as  water  supplies,  water  treatment  plants, 
public  swimming  pools  with  their  water  treatment  and  recirculation 
facilities,  water  distribution  systems,  extensions  and  expansions  of  systems 
and  plants,  transmission  mains,  and  feeder  mains  for  bolstering  hydrauhcs. 
This  processing  included  review  of  the  material  in  the  light  of  standards 
of  good  sanitary  practice  and  legal  and  regulatory  requirements  of  the 
department,  reconciling  opinions  of  the  owners'  engineers  with  recom- 
mendations by  the  bureau  director.  In  terms  of  total  number  of  plans 
processed,  this  was  an  increase  of  70  per  cent  over  the  number  handled 
in  the  previous  year. 

During  25  per  cent  of  the  year,  the  staff  of  the  section  was  depleted  by 
40  per  cent  and  during  58  per  cent  of  the  year  the  staff  was  depleted 
by  20  per  cent.  In  view  of  the  already  inadequate  number  of  personnel, 
this  has  resulted  in  rather  thin  spreading  of  efforts.  Of  the  five-nian 
staff  the  time  of  one  man  was  devoted  largely  to  field  review  of  operation 
of  new  plants  going  into  service  and  the  training  of  operators.  The  63 
new  systems  included  in  the  plans  which  were  approved  during  the  year 
add  to  the  greatly  increased  number  of  public  water  facilities  m  recent 
years  over  which  the  department  has  responsibility  for  sanitary  super- 
vision. No  additional  help  has  been  made  available  for  sanitary  control 
of  operation.  Overall  field  data  on  the  existing  water  facilities  needs 
very  badly  to  be  brought  up  to  date  to  determine  more  exactly  the 
magnitude  of  the  total  operations  control  work,  as  this  has  not  been  done 
since  1948.  It  is  obvious  from  the  above  that  very  little  positive  program 
planning  is  possible;  under  the  circumstances  most  attention  must  be 
given  to  the  volume  of  incoming  details. 
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NEW  AND  PROPOSED  CONSTRUCTION 

Planning  and  construction  of  public  water  utilities  in  the  state  con- 
tinued in  relatively  large  volume  during  1955.  As  seen  in  Table  49,  a 
total  of  312  projects  are  listed  for  which  engineering  plans  and  specifi- 
cations were  approved  by  the  department.  This  represents  a  95  per  cent 
increase  in  number  of  projects  approved  over  the  number  approved  m 
1954.  The  construction  cost  estimate  total  of  over  $18,479,800.00  also 
represents  an  increase  of  158  per  cent  in  dollar  volume  of  the  work  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  water  works  and  system  expansion,  extension  and  alteration  by 
cities,  towns,  districts,  commissions,  and  utility  firms  servicing  other 
municipalities,  for  which  plans  were  approved  comprise  only  44.9  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  approved.  Among  these  projects  there  were 
26  plans  for  new  plants  and  additions  to  existing  plants  totaling  56.365 
MGD  (million  gilons  per  day)  plant  capacity.  These  have  a  total 
estimated  cost  of  6,241,785.00.  Other  work  approved  for  the  towns, 
cities,  etc.  included  plans  such  as  improving  the  hydraulics  of  systems  and 
for  extending  municipal  water  service  to  housing  developments  and 
realty  subdivisions  inside  municipal  corporate  limits  and,  to  some  extent, 
outside  the  limits.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  this  other  work  is 
$5,167,749.00.  Plans  were  approved  for  Eatonville  (Orange  County), 
Hilliard  (Nassau  County),  Springfield  (Bay  County),  and  Mascotte 
(Lake  County)  to  initiate  central  water  supplies  in  these  incorporated 
towns. 

Although  a  number  of  plans  for  water  system  extension  of  town  and 
city  systems  to  outside  subdivisions  were  approved,  there  were  a  total 
of  163  plans  for  new  water  supplies  and  extensions  of  existing  systems 
approved  for  construction  and  operation  in  the  subdivisions  themselves. 
The  53.4  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  plans  approved,  is  greater 
than  in  1954  (46.5  per  cent).  These  included  58  projects  for  water 
works  additions  and  new  water  works  totaling  24.971  MGD  capacity. 
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TABLE  49 

PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJEaS  APPROVED— 1 955 

ii;;;icipolity                                               Prol^ct  E»t.  Cost 

Alarhiia  Water  system  alterations   and 

^^^^^"*                                                   extensions    $  19,300.00 

Albemarle  Park  (CUf ton.  River-     _.     .^     .  Aonnn(\ 

wood  &  Arlington  Bluff)                Distribution  extensions  on'nnn  nX 

Alderman  Park,  Unit  I                    New  water  system JX^  on 

Arlington                                               Water  main  extensions 14,UUU.UU 

^linlton  100,000  gaUons  elevated  tank 

and    alterations    to    existing 

50,000  gaUon   tank  29,600.00 

Arlington  Hills  S/D,  Unit  4           Water    distribution    extensions  37,000.00 

Arlington  Hills  S/D   (Pine  ^.     .^     .  ,      • 

Glen  S/D)  Distribution  system  extensions 

Arlington  Manor  S/D                          8"  well  &  turbine  pump  ....  8,500.00 

Arlington   (Town  &  Ck)untry  lonmnn 

Shopping  Center)                           New  water  system  .-  18,000.00 

Arlingwood  S/D  Water  plant  improvements  and 

distribution    system    expan- 
sion      17,080.00 

Arthur  V.  Davis  Estate                    New  water  system  115,000.00 

Arthur  V.  Davis  Estate                                    ,  ccaaaaa 

(Snapper  Creek  Lakes  S/D)       Distribution    system    extension  55,000.00 
Atlantic  Beach                                    New  water  plant  and   system 

improvements    ^OU,UUU.UU 

Azalea  Park,  Sec.  22  Extension  of  distribution 

system    1,JUU.0U 

Azalea  Park,  No.  21                         New   system ?S'^'^ 

Baptist  Home  for  Children              Water  treatment  plant  12,000.00 

Belle  Glade  Fluoridation  equipment 

Belevedere  Heights  S/D                   New    system --..-  42,595.00 

Boca  Raton  Water     plant    imp.     &     dist. 

system  extensions  300,000.00 

Bradenton   (Public  Super                                 ^                                .  «  a^a  aa 

Market)                                           Distribution  system  extensions  8,000.UU 

Brandon  (HiU-Dale  Heights  o^nnnnn* 

S/D)                                                 New   system    - j5,000.0U' 

Breezeview  Manors  S/D                   Distribution  system  extensions  12,600.00 

Broadmoor  Manor  S/D  Revised  plans  for  water  treat- 

(The  Tropics  S/D)  ment  plant 

Broadmoor  Manor  S/D                     Extension  of  distribuUon  ,  o  aaa  aa 

(Elson  Manor  S/D)                          system    :--::•  J?»XXX'XS 

Broadmoor  Manor  S/D                    Additional  treatment  facibties  51,000.00 

Broadmoor  Manor  S/D                                                                     .  ^  oaa  aa 

(The  Tropics  S/D)                       Distribution  system   extensions  4,^UU.UU 

Broadmoor  Manor  S/D  nA»» 

(The  Tropics  S/D)                      Distribution  system  extension..  ,^o»000.00 

Broadview  Park  S/D                         New    system    .- nn'nAn  aa 

Broward  Estates  S/D                         Additions  to  water  plant  :2*aX1^aa 

Broward  Estates  S/D                         Water  extensions   45,000.00 

Broward  Estates  S/D                                                 .  c^iaaaa 

(Westgate  Addition  S/D)            Water  extensions   5,400.00 

Broward  Estates  S/D  -^ 

(Westgate  Addition  S/D)            Water  extensions   7?'aAA  aa 

Bunchville  S/D                                   New  water  system  14,J00.00 

Canal  Point                                          Water  distribution  system  ex-  ^^^  «n 

tensions    1,500.00 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJEOS  APPROVED— 1955 


Mwnkipolity 


Proi«ct 


E«t.   Cost 


Cape  Haze  Corporation 

(Cape  Haze  East  S/D) 
Carol  City  S/D 

Carol  City  (High  Houses  S/D) 
Carol  City  S/D 

Carol  City  S/D 

Cedar  Hills  S/D,  Unit  4 
Cedar  Hills  S/D,  Unit  5 

Cedar  Springs,   (Cedar 

Shores  S/D) 
Chattahoochee 

Chemwood  S/D,   1st  Addition 
Cherokee   Park  S/D 

Choctaw  S/D,  Blocks  A  &  B 
Clearwater 

Clearwater   (Highland  Terrace 

S/D) 
Clearwater   (Highland  Pines 

S/D) 
Qearwater  (Bayside  S/D,  No.  5) 

Clearwater   (Sirmons  Heights, 

Ist  Addition) 
Clearwater 
Clearwater   (Dniid  Acres, 

Ist  Addition) 
Clearwater    (Gunn  Addn.  S/D) 
Clearwater   (Kapok  Terrace 

S/D) 
Clearwater   (Oak  Acres  S/D, 

Unit  6) 
Clearwater   (Skycrcst  Terrace, 

2nd  Addition) 
Cocoa 
Cohen  property  adjacent  to 

Lakewood   Subdivision 
Collier  Manor  S/D 

Coral  Heights  S/D 
Dania 


Daytona  Beach 
Daytona  Beach 
Daytona  Beach 

Daytona  Beach 
Daytona  Beach 

Daytona  Beach 


I 

Water   system   extensions   

Plant  Expansions   

Water  system  extensions  % 

Extension  of  distribution 

system    — 

Water  distribution  system   ex- 

tensi<Mis    

Water    distribution    extensions 
Extension    of    distribution 

system    

Extension  from  Cedar  Springs 

Water   plant   and    system   im- 
provements     

New    system    

Distribution    system   extension 
from   Springdale   S/D  

New   Water   system    — 

Extension   of   distribution    sys- 
tem   to    several   subdivisions 

Extension    of    distribution 


system    - 

Extension  of  distribution 
system    

Extension  of  distribution 
system    

Extension  of  distribution 
system    

10"   weU  - 


Water     distribution    extension 
Water   system   extension    

Water   distribution   extension.. 

Water   distribution   extension.. 

Water    extension    

Installation   of    fluoridator   .... 

Extension    of    distribution 
system  from  Lakewood  S/D 

Extension    to    distribution 
system    

New  water  supply  

New  wells,  new  plant  (soften- 
ing and  distribution  system 
extensions    

6"  distribution  pii>e  

Four  additional  deep  wells  — 

Elevated    tank    repair    at 
S.   Peninsula  — 

Extension     — 

Extension    of    distribution 
system  to  Magnolia  Terrace 

16"  water  line  


25,O00.0O«* 
433,951.00 
24,770.0O** 

5,250.00 

161,518.00 
13,080.00 

3,600.00 

2,500.00 

40,000.00 
5,500.00 

11,500.00 


35,000.00 

21,783.00 

8,041.00 

21,468.00 

10,919.00 
4,500.00*» 

2,110.00«» 
1,980.00 

16,984.00 

647.00 

10,309.00«» 
1,591.00 

3,500.00 

42,000.00 
160,000.00 


400,000.00 
46,000.00** 
25,000.00** 

4,000.00** 
27,000.00** 

18,000.00 
120,000.00** 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJEOS  APPROVED— 1955 


Mvnkipolity 


Proi^A 


Est.  Cost 


Daytona  Beach   (Sun  Acres 

S/D) 
Deerficld  Beach 

DeFuniak  Springs 

DeFuniak  Springs 

DeFuniak  Springs 

Deland 

Delray  Beach 

Delray  Beach 
Dehay  Beach 

Dunedin   (Dunedin  Manor) 

Dunedin   (Dunedin  Isles  Addn.) 

Eatonville 

Eau  Gallie   (Grandview  Shores) 

Eau  Gallie   (Rivermont  Est.) 

Eau  Gallic 

Eustis 

Eustis 

Fort  Lauderdale 

Fort  Lauderdale 
Ft.  Pierce 
Ft.  Walton  Beach 
Ft.  Walton  Beach 

Ft.  Walton  Beach 

GainesviUe 

Gainesville 

Gainesville 

Garniers  Beach,  2nd  Addition 

Golden  Glades  Drive-In  Theatre 

Haines  City 
Hialeah 

Hialeah   (Palm  Springs,  4th 

Addn.) 
Highland  Lake   (Sunny  Park 

Groves  S/D) 


6"    and   8"    distribution   pipe 
Alterations   and   extensions   to 

plant  and  distribution  system 
Extensions   to   distribution 

system    

Extension    to    distribution 

system    

Extension    to    distribution 

system    $ 

Extension   and    addition    to 

plant  and  distribution  system 
Extension    of    distribution 

system    

WeU  pump.  Well  #5 

Extension    of    distribution 


system    

Extension    of    distribution 


system    

Extension    of    distribution 

system    ~ 

New  water  system  ~ 

Extension    of    distribution 

system    

Extension    of    distribution 

system    

Extension    to    distribution 

system    

Alterations   and   extensions   to 

water    system    

Extensions  of   distribution 

system    — 

Plant     alterations     (Fluorida- 
tion)      - 

Water  main  extensions 

Pump,  motor  &  controls  

Water    main    extensions    — 

Extension    of    distribution 

system    

Extension    of    distribution 

system    ~ 

Extensions   ., 

Extensions   

Treatment  facilities  enlarged- 
New    system 

Extension    of    distribution 

system    

Alteration    and    extension    to 

distribution    system    

Extension    of    distribution 


system    

Extension    of    distribution 


system    - — 

Extension    of    distribution 


system 


36,000.00** 
150,000.00 

20,000.00 
1,700.00 
3,100.00 

79,260.00* 

44,000.00* 

9,300.00* 

5,000.00 

7,523.00 
60,000.00 

3,500.00** 

2,700.00 


15,000.00** 

70,000.00 

16,000.00 
400,000.00 
9,403.00** 
36,000.00 

32,500.00 


275,000.00 
650,000.00 

600,000.00 


510.00 
85,000.00 
80,000.00* 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJECTS  APPROVEE) — 1 


955 


Mtfnidpolity 


Pro|Mf 


Est.  Cm! 


Highlands  S/D,  Unit  9 

Highlands  S/D,  Unit  8 

High  Ridge  Water  Co. 
High  Ridge  Water  Co. 

High  Ridge  Water  Co. 

HiU  Crest  Manor  S/D 

Hilliard 

Holiday  Hill  S/D 

Holly  Oaks  Forest  S/D 

Holly  Oaks  Forest,  Sec.   1-A 

Hollywood   (Lawn  Acres  S/D) 

Hollywood 

HoUywood   (Hillside  Park  S/D) 

Jacksonville  Beach   (Hannah, 
Pine  Grove  &  N.  Pontc 
Vedra) 

Jcwfish  Creek  S/D 

Kensington  Park  S/D 

(Sarasota) 
Key  Largo  (Largo  Sound  Park) 

Key  Largo   (Pamela  Villa  S/D) 

Lake    Clarke  Isle   and    Lake 

Clarke  North  S/D 
Lake  Forest  S/D   (Miami 

Gardens  Estate) 
Lake  Lucina  S/D 
Lake  Lucina  S/D    (Floral  Bluff 

Manor  and   Merrill  Hgts. 

S/D) 
Lake  Maitland 
Lake  Maitland   (Oakland  Shores 

S/D) 
Lake  Minnie  Estates  S/D 
Lake  Osborne  Estates 
Lake  Placid 

Lakeside  Village  S/D 
Lakewood  S/D  Bal-Mar  Woods 

S/D) 
Largo 

Leesburg   (Beverly  Shores  S/D) 


Extension    of    distribution 
system    

Extension    of    distribution 
system    

50,000    gallon    rcservior    

Extension  to  distribution 
system    

Plant  expansion  (ground  stor- 
age  and   transfer  pump)    .. 

New  water  system 

New  water  system  

Extension    of    distribution 
system    % 

New  ground  storstge  and  dis- 
tribution   system    extensions 

Extension  from  Hollywood 
system    « — 

Distribution  extension   

Extension    of    distribution 
system    

Extension    of    distribution 
system    

Extension  from  Florida  Keys 
Aqueduct  Commission  

New  water  system  

Extension  of  distribution  sys- 
tem from  Florida  Keys  Aq- 
ueduct Com 

Extension  from  Florida  Keys 
Aqueduct  Commission 

I 
New    system    - 


Extension     

Ground   storage 


Distribution   system  extensions 
Water  main  extensions  

Water  main  extensions 

New  system  

New   system    

Extension    of    distribution 


system    

New   water   system   

Distribution    system    extension 
Water  distribution   system  ex- 
tensions     

Extension  of  Leesburg  distri- 
bution system  and  two  new 
wells     


17,900.00 

8,600.00 
7,500.00» 


80,000.00* 

3,000.00 

15,700.00 

35,555.00 
9,400.00 

11,000.00 

32,000.00 
1,000.00* 
20,755.00*» 

30,000.00 
21,000.00 
45,000.00 

4,000.00 

9,950.00 
lO.OOO.OO** 

20,000.00* 

18,000.00 

37,600.00* 

12,000.00 
8,000.00** 

5,280.00 

26,000.00 

38,000.00 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJECTS  APPROVED— 1 955 

Mwikipolity ^•♦•O *^  ^^ 

Leisure  City  (Dixie  Est,  S/D)       Revision  to  water  distribuuon 

system  plans — 

Leisure  City  Distribution  system  extensions 

Leuure  uity                                           ^^^  ^^  ^^  60,000.00 

Leisure  City                                         Elevated  tank  and  distribution  ^,  ru^nnn 

system   extensions J1,UUU.UU 

Leisure  City  (Homcstand  Lake      Extension  to  distribution 

Park  Homes)                                         system    .„ SOpOO.OO 

Leisure  City   (Dixie  Est.  S/D)        Extension    of    distribution  .t^  ru^  f^n^ 

system    49,000.00 

Love  Grove  Acres  S/D                    New  water  system  ..............  ?2'SS  SS 

Magnolia  Gardens                              Add.  to  water  supply  facibtict  10,000.00 

Magnolia  Gardens,  Unit  5  ft          Extension    of    distribution  oa^  aa 

Unit  5  RepUt                                     system    . .. . H'SSSnS 

lyfalone                                                   Alterations  and  extensions  —  44,UUU.UU 

Man-De-Lor  S/D                                Water   supply  facilities %  30,350.00 

Mansionette  Homes                           Extension    of    distribution  oenAnnA 

system    35,000.00 

Mansionette  Homes  (Murray          Extensions  of  distribution  aaa  rvk 

Homes  S/D)                                        system $*?XXX2 

Mansionette  Homes                            Extension     zpuu.w 

Mansionette  Homes,  Sec  2             Extension    of    distribution  , .  .^w.  «/v. 

system 14,000.00* 

Marathon   (Marameade  S/D)  Extension  of  water  system  from 

Florida   Keys  Aqueduct 

Commission 5,5(X).(X) 

Marathon-Key  Vacca  Extension    of   water    system 

(Sadowski  S/D)  from  Florida  Keys  Aqueduct 

Commission     ~  2,3(X).0O 

Marthon   (Sheryl  S/D)  Extension    of    water    system 

from   Florida   Keys  Aque- 
duct Commission 2,000.00 

Mascotte                                                New  water  system  64,000.00 

Melbourne   (Sunset  Homes              Extension    to    distribution  ^  aaa  aa 

S/D)                                                     system 6,000.00 

Melbourne   (Gramline  Park             Extension    to    distribution  o  aaa  aa 

S/D)                                                       system    12,000.00 

Melbourne                                             Extension    to    distribution  ^„/w%aa» 

(Tradewinds  Homes  S/D)               system    t?'™X2 

Melrose  Park  S/D                              Extension  to   Broward  Estates  125,000.00 

Mebxwe  Park  S/D                              Extension   to   Broward  Estates  100,000.00 
Miami                                                    Rev.  filter  plans  for  water 

pumping   station   at  sewage 

reclam.   plant 

Miami                                                    Sewage  reclamation  %»ratcr  ,^f^f^ 

treatment   plant   „ —i —  140,000.UU 

Miami  (Florida  East  Coast  Rail-     Extension    of    distribution  «  aaa  aa 

way  Industrial  Site)                           system  from  City  of  Miami  50,000.00 

Miami  Springs                                   Extension J5'52SS2 

Miramar  S/D                                      New  plant  and  extensions  —  432,000.00 

Miramar  S/D                                     Extension  to  water  system  —  26,000.00 

Mulberry                                             Water  plant  and  distribution  ,^-  ,^^  ^ 

system    extensions    ..,  107,000.00 

Myrtle  Grove  S/D 

(27th  Ave.  ft  Farmers                 Extension    to    distnbudcm  ^oaaaam 

Market)                                             «y»tcm   6,300.00  • 


i  i 


i..^ 


I 

I     I 

I        ; 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJEaS  APPROVED— 1 955 


Munkipolity 


Myrtle  Grove  Estate  S/D 

(Bonnie  Briar  Estates  S/D) 
Myrtle  Grove  Estate  S/D 

(Scott  Lake  Manor  S/D) 
Myrtle  Grove  Estate 
Myrtle  Grove  S/D 

(Gravers  Cloverleaf  Est.  S/D) 
Myrtle  Grove  S/D 

(Fleetwood  Gardens  S/D) 
Myrtle  Grove  S/D 

(West  Ridge  Park  S/D) 
Naples 

Naples  (Port  Royal  S/D) 

Naples  (Ridge  Lakes  S/D) 
Naranja  Park  S/D 

Nela  Isle,  Block  "E" 
New  Port  Richey 
New  Port  Richey 
New  Port  Richey 
New  Smyrna  Beach 

Niceville 

Normandy  S/D 
Normandy  S/D 
Normandy  S/D 
Normandy  S/D 
Normandy  S/D 

North  Andrews  Terrace 

(1st  Addition) 
North  Key  Largo   (Seaboard 

Properties) 

North  Key  Largo 

(Seaboard  Properties) 

North  Miami  Beach 

North  Miami  Beach 


North  Miami  Beach 

(Brookside  Est.  S/D,  1st 
Addition) 

North  Miami  Beach 

(Luxury  Homes  S/D) 
North  Miami  Beach 

(Manana  Highlands  S/D) 
Oak  Hills  S/D 
Oak  Hill  S/D 


Project '  g'*'  <=^«* 

Ext^ns^n    of    distribution ^^^^^^^ 

^'^^Tem    1.^!^^!^^. 93,000.00 

Addition  to  system  and  plant  550,000.00* 

^'';Tr*.°L.^.!'^^!!"........  80.000.00 

Distribution    system   extension  26,000.00 

Distribution    system    extension  17,000.00 

^■V:^.!.^^^" 20,000.00 

Extension  to  distribution  ^^ 

ExTemion  from"  Nkpies":::::Z  18,000.00«» 

New  wells  &  pumpmg  station  ^ 

(reapproval    only)     A^nnm 

New    system      4,500.UU 

Water  main  extension   iT'nnnnn»» 

Water  main  extension  ?  11,UUU.UU 

New   well   6,500.00 

Plant  and   distribution  system 

alterations  and  extensions....  300,000.00 

Additions   and   extensions    to  ^^  r^t^r.  nn 

distribution    system    Wnn 

Water    distribution    system ^*     S 'nn 

Distribution  system  extensions  ^^»^  nnn 

New  systems  ^c*SnA  nn 

Drilled    and    cased    well 5,0U0.UU 

Extension    of    distribution 

system    5,000.00 

Water    distribution    system 30,000.00 

Water  distribution  system  ex- 
tensions from  Florida  Keys 

Adueduct    Commission   280,000.00* 

Water  distribution  system  ex- 
tensions from   Florida  Keys  r,n  nnn  nn 
Aqueduct    Commission    20,0OO.OU 

Extension    of    distribution  .«^«««^ 

system    140,000.00 

Addition  to  water  plants  at 

^^'^.^L......  98,250.00. 

Extension    of    distribution 

system    18,000.00 

Extension    of    distribution  .,fy(^fv\* 

system    74,000.00* 

Extension    of    water    system....  95,500.00 

New  water  system  07'nnn  nn 

New  water  system  ^7,UUU.UU 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJEaS  APPROVED— 1 955 


Munkipolity 


Project 


Est.  Cost 


Oak  HiU  S/D 
Oak  HiU  S/D 
Oak  Hill,  Unit  II 

Oak  Hill,  Unit  III 

Oakland  Park 

(Coral  Brooks  S/D) 
Ocala   (Highlands  S/D) 
Ocala 
Ocala 

Ocala   (Bethune  Village) 
Ocala   (Indian  Park  S/D) 

Oldsmar 

Opa  Locka  ' 

Opa  Locka 

Orlando   (Primrose  Ave. 

system) 
Orlando   (Primrose  Ave.  Res.) 
Orlando  Acres,  2nd  Addn. 

Ortega  HiUs  S/D,  Unit  2 
Osceola  Forest  S/D,  Unit  2 
Osceola  Forest  S/D,  Unit  3 

Palmetto 

Palmetto  Point  S/D 
Palmetto  Point  S/D 
Panama  City 

Panama  City 

Pensacola 

Pensacola  (Frichez 

Heights  S/D) 
Pensacola   (Santa  Rosa 

Island  Authority) 
Pensacola   (Santa  Rosa 

Island  Authority) 
Perry 

Pic  Town  S/D   (Bradenton) 
Pinecastle   (Birr  Replat  S/D) 
Pinellas  County  Water  System 

Plantation  S/D 
Pompano  Beach 
Pompano  Beach  Highlands 
Pompano  Beach  Highlands 


Drilled  and  cased  well — 
Water  distribution  system. 
Extension    of    distribution 


system    

Extension  of  distribution 
system    

Extension  of  distribution 
system    

New  well  &  pressure  tank 

New  high  service  pimiphouse 

New  elevated   storage    tank.... 

Water  main  extension  

Water  main  extension  of 
Ocala    system — 

Water   distribution   extensions 

Extension    of    distribution 


system    

Extension    to   distribution 


system 


Water   supply   well 

Water    treatment    facilities 

Additions  to  plant  and  exten- 
sions to  distribution   system 

Distribution  system  extensions..$ 

Additions   to   existing   system.. 

Distribution  system   exten- 
sions   to   Ribault    Hills 

Addition  to  distribution 

system    

New  water  plant  and  storage 

New  water  distribution  system 

Additions  to  distribution 


system    

Plant  expansions  and  1 

new    well    

2  wells  and  distribution 

extensions    


5,000.00 
29,500.00 

2,300.00 

7,700.00 

10,000.00 
1,750.00 
50,000.00*» 
180,000.00* 
9,511.00*« 

4,000.00 
66,000.00«* 

12,000.00*« 

5,000.00 

45,000.00* 
50,000.00 

6,500.00** 
8,760.00 
38,000.00 

44,455.00 

38,882.00 
32,000.00 
49,400.00** 

33,625.00 

33,575.00 

220,000.00 


New  system 

Extension  from  Pensacola. 


Extension  from  Pensacola  

Relocation  of  water  mains 

( Revised ) 

New   system    

New   system   

Extension    of    distribution 

system    2 

New  plant  and  system  

Plant  expansion   

Extension 

Extension    to    distribution 

system    


225,000.00 
39,600.00 


15,000.00 
1,950.00** 

,650,000.00 

220,000.00 

25,000.00 

55,000.00 

49,000.00 


M 


{ > 

i  i 


;<    i 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATK  SUPPLY  PROJECTS  APPROVED — 1955 


MtNtkipalify 


ProiMt 


E«t.  CMt 


Pompano  Beach  Highlands 

(Lake  Placid  S/D) 
Port  Richey 
Punta  Gorda 

Queen  Acre*  S/D 
Ramrod  Key 

Richmond  Heights  S/D 

Richmond  Heights  S/D 

Ridgeland  Gardens 

Rivcrview,  12th  Avenue 
Roosevelt  Gardens  S/D 

Safety  Harbor 

St  Augustine 
St  Aug\istine 
St  Augujtine 

(Fairchild  Eng.  & 

Airplane  Corp.) 
Sanford  (Odham  &  Tudor,  Inc. ) 
Sanford   (Crystal  Lakes  Club) 
San  Jose  S/D 

San  Jose  S/D 
San  Jose  S/D 

(La Verne  Court  S/D) 
San  Jose  S/D 
Santa  Monica  S/D 
San  Mateo  S/D 
San  Souci  S/D,  Sec.  6  &  8 

Sarasota   ( Sunshine 

Springs,  Inc.) 
Sarasota 

SarasoU   (Southgatc  S/D) 
SeagUdes  S/D 

Sebring   (Scbring  Hills  S/D) 

Setzer's  Bakery 

Sneads  Island 

South  Coral  Homes  S/D 

South  Coral  Homes  S/D 
South  Coral  Homes  S/D 
Southlands  S/D 
South  Miami  Heights 
South  Miami  Heights 
Southside  Estates  S/D 

(Windy  Hill  Place,  Unit  II) 


Extension    of    distribution 

system    

New   system 


Extension    <rf    distribution 

system    

New    system    ~. 

Extension    from    Florida  Keys 

Aqueduct  Commission  

Extension    to    distribution 

system    ~ 

Extension   (New  wells  & 

treatment )     

Aerator,  reservoir  & 

Pumping     Station    

New    system 

New  system  aerator  8c. 

ground    storage    

Extension    erf    distribution 

system    

Extensions     

Extension  to  airport 

Distribution    system    extension 

and  booster   station 

Extension    to    existing    system 

New  water  system  

Extensions   of  distribution 

system    — 

Distribution  system  extensions..$ 
Extension  of  distribution 

system    -~-. 

New  water  pumping   station^ 
New  water  system 

New  water  system 

Extension    of    distribution 

system 

New    v^ater    system    

Extension    of    distribution 


system 


New    water    system   — 

Alteration    to    ground   storage 

reservoir 

New    system 

New  water  system 

New  water  system 

Extension    of    distribution 

system — 

Extension    to   system 
New  plant  and  system 
New    well 

New   system    (p>ermanent) 
New  system    (temporary) 
Extension    of    distribution 

system — — 


74,058.00 
110,000.00* 

12,500.00»» 
5,500.00 

2,200.00*» 

40,000.00 

2,500.00 

5,000.00 
3,000.00 

5,000.00 

46,000.00» 

50,000.00 

21,000.00 

7,500.00 
18,000.00*» 
7,500.00 

10,560.00 
52,000.00 

3,830.00 
55,000.00 
36,000.00 
23,000.00 

5,350.00 

6,930.00*» 

91,748.00 
84,000.00 


110,000.00 
20,000.00 
50,000.00 

2,000.00* 

30,000.00 

180,000.00 

6,000.00 

442,100.00 

25,000.00* 

4,440.00 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJECTS  APPROVED— 1955 


MwnkifKility 


Proi«ct 


Est.  Cost 


Southside  Estates  S/D 

(Windy  Hill  Place,  Unit  II) 
Springfield 
Starke 
Sunshine  Skyway  Causeway 

Tallahassee 

Tallahassee 

Tallahassee   (Janie  Bixler  S/D) 

Tallahassee    (J.  Paul  Blair  S/D) 

Tallahassee   (San  Luis  Ridge 

S/D) 
Tallahassee    (Skirym  S/D) 
Tallahassee    (Forest  Heights 

S/D) 
Tampa 
Tampa 


Water   system   extension 

Distribution    system    

New   elevated    storage   tank — 
Water    main    extension    from 

St   Petersburg  system 

New  deep  well 

Extension  (2  new  deep  wells) 

New  water  system  

New  water  system  ~- 


Tavares 

Tavemier  Creek   (Boatsman 
Colony) 

Temple  Terrace   (Grandview 

Acres  S/D) 
Titusville 


> 


Trailer  Estates 

Trenton 

Tropical  Highlands   (Lakevicw 

Manors  S/D) 
Trout  Rivcrview,  Unit  I 

Virginia  Groves  S/D   (near 

Clearwater ) 
Welwyn  Park    (Hollywood  Pines 

S/D) 
Welwyn  Park  &  Hollywood 

Heights  Estates 
West  Coral  Way  Area 
West  Coral  Way  Area 
West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Baker  Manor  S/D) 
West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Coral  Way  Village  S/D) 
West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Coral  Way  Village  S/D) 
West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Coral  Way  Village  S/D) 
West  Coral  Way  Area   (Miracle 

Manor,   1st  Addition) 
West  Coral  Way   (Miracle 

Manor,  2nd  Addition) 


New  water  system 
New  water  system 


New  systems  .— 

Water    distribution    additions.. 

Additions  to  water  filter  plant 

( chemical      handling      and 

storage) ; 

Extension    of    distribution 

system    

Extension   of   distribution   sys- 
tem from   Florida  Keys 

Aqueduct    Commission    

Extension   of    distribution   sys- 
tem from  Temple  Terrace- 
Additions     (New    plant     and 

supply )     

New    system    

New   water  supply   weU 


Water    extension    

Extension    of    distribution 
system    1 

New  system   (temporary) 

Extension  from  Welwyn  Park 
New    plant     and    distribution 

system   •rr:~' 

New  elevated  storage  faciliticf 

2  new  water  wells  ~ 

Extension  of  distribution 

system    

Extension  of  distribution 

system    ~. 

Extension  of  distribution 

system    

Elevated    tank    

Extension  of  distribution 

system    ^ 

Extension  of  distribution 


system 


5,040.00 

225,000.00 

75,000.00 

75,000.00 

125,000.00 

13,414.00 

2,068.00 

18,000.00 
30,342.00 

30,000.00 
240,000.00 


55,000.00 
16,500.00 


♦♦ 


6,300.00 


225,000.00 
100,000.00* 
1,000.00 

10,000.00*» 

960.00 

7,596.00* 

14,000.00* 

130,000.00** 

45,000.00* 

«• 

44,270.00** 

20,000.00** 

3,450.00 
6,500.00** 

13,000.00** 
7,900.00 


It 


Mi 


i; 


f 
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TABLE  49    (Continued) 
PUBUC  WATER  SUPPLY  PROJEaS  APPROVED— 1 955 


ftUwiidpality 


West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Westchester  S/D) 
West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Westchester  S/D,  Part  I) 
West  Coral  Way  Area 

(Breezeview  Manors  S/D) 
West  Palm  Beach  Water  Co. 
Wcstwood  Lake  S/D 
Westwood  Lake  S/D 

Winter  Garden 


Winter  Haven   (Jan-Phyl 

Village) 
Winter  Haven   (Jan-Phyl 

ViUage) 
WoodUwn  S/D 
Woodlawn  S/D 
Woodlawn  S/D 
Yulee   (Nassau  Acres  S/D) 


Proi«ct  g«»-   Co»* 

Extension  of  distribution 

system    - - 30,000.00*» 

Extension  of  distribution 

system    ....-.^.-.. —  1,700.00*» 

Extension  of  distribution 

system    ~ 12,600.00 

Improvements   to   supply 175,000.00* 

Distribution   system  extensions  225,000.00 
New    plant    and    distribution 

system    - 442,600.00*» 

Extension    and    alteration    to 

plant   and   distribution 

iystem    ^ - -  62,100.00»» 

New   system    125,000.00 

Revised    plans   for   water   dis- 
tribution system   

Drilled  and  cased  weU  6,300.00 

Water  pumping  station  18,000.00 

Water  distribution  system  13,875.00 

New  water  system  3,000.00 

I  $18,479,898.00 


♦  Projects  under  ccmstruction 
♦*  Completed  projects 

Those  have  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $4,705,191.00.  In  addition  to  the 
projects  for  new  water  works  or  for  adding  more  capacity,  the  plans 
approved  for  other  public  water  supply  or  system  work  in  "outside" 
subdivisions,  represent  a  total  estimated  cost  of  construction  of  $2,315,- 
173.00  in  1955.  i 

Other  raw  water  works  capacity  for  which  plans  were  approved  in- 
cluded a  shopping  center,  childrens  home,  etc.  totaling  1.57  MGD, 
with  estimated  construction  cost  of  $50,000.  Therefore,  the  new  plants 
and  additions  to  water  works  for  municipalities,  subdivisions  and  miscel- 
laneous as  represented  by  the  approved  plans  in  1955  total  82.906  MGD 
capacity.  | 

Just  as  the  continued  rapid  increase  in  number  of  public  water 
supply  plans  approved  reflects  the  high  rate  of  population  increase  in 
the  state,  so  does  the  additional  number  of  new  plants  and  additions 
reflect  an  increased  need  for  sanitary  control  of  water  works  operation. 
During  the  year  there  were  many  new  plants  or  major  additions  com- 
pleted and  placed  into  service.  Plants  included  were  those  at  Port  St. 
Joc,   Westwood   Lake   Subdivision    (Dade  County),   Plantation   Estates 
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(Broward  County) ,  Atlantic  Beach,  Carol  City  Subdivision  (Dade  Coun- 
ty), Myrtle  Grove  Subdivision  (Escambia  County),  Broward  Estates  Sub- 
divisicm  (Broward  County),  Pompano  Beach  Highlands  Subdivision 
(Broward  County),  Holly  Hill,  Ft.  Myers  and  Naples  (Plant  No.  2). 

FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER 

Fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supply  at  St.  Petersburg  was  duly 
approved  and  inaugurated  in  August  and  at  Cocoa  in  November. 
The  practice  was  al^  continued  at  Miami  (including  adjacent  munici- 
palities of  Miami  Beach,  Surfside,  Coral  Gables,  etc.  which  obtain  their 
water  from  the  Miami  system),  Clewiston,  Naples  and  Gainesville. 
Plans  were  approved  for  a  proposed  water  fluoridation  installation  in- 
cluded in  the  layout  of  additional  supply  and  pumping  facilities  at 
Orlando.  Plans  were  also  ^proved  for  fluoridation  of  the  public  water 
supply  of  the  City  of  Belle  Glade  to  commence  early  in  1956. 

OPERATION  OF  WATER  WORKS 

Referring  further  to  the  sanitary  supervision  or  control  of  public  water 
supply  faculties,  the  every-increasing  number  of  these  poses  a  problem 
rapidly  intensifying.  More  personnel  need  to  be  made  available  by  the 
department  for  this  activity.  The  exact  magnitude  of  this  problem  will 
be  more  clearly  evident  whenever  the  over-all  1948  data  on  public  water 
supplies  in  the  state  are  brought  up  to  date,  as  is  expected  in  1956 
through  anticipated  outside  assistance.  Meanwhile,  part  of  the  tinae  of 
one  man  from  the  central  office  together  with  some  activity  of  regional 
and  county  engineers  constituted  the  total  effort  of  the  health  department 
in  its  responsibility  for  sanitary  control  of  public  water  supphes  during 
the  year.  Closely  related  to  this  matter  is  the  program  of  in-service 
training  of  water  works  operators  which  continued  to  be  beneficial  and 
which  is  discussed  elsewhere. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  POOLS 

Reference  to  Table  50  shows  a  total  of  239  proposed  public  swim- 
ming pools  for  which  plans  were  approved  during  the  year;  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  construction  totaled  about  $4,085,000.  These  projects 
include  pools  for  public  use  at  municipal  recreation  centers,  commimity 
clubs,  trailer  parks,  motels  and  hotels.  The  average  estimated  cost  of 
approximately  $17,100  indicates  the  continued  trend  to  construction  <rf 
the  smaller  pools  as  attractions  at  motels  and  similar  enterprises.  Practi- 
cally all  the  engineering  plans  approved  incorporated  water  treatment 
and  recirculation  plants  in  the  pool  design.  At  the  end  of  1955  there 
were  fifteen  plans  for  new  projects  awaiting  action;  and  there  were 
twelve  projects  on  which  revisions  to  the  plans  were  pending. 

There  were  over  45  per  cent  more  pool  plans  approved  in  1955  than 
during  the  previous  year,  with  an  increase  in  estimated  cost  of  con- 
struction  total   of   slightly   over  67   per  cent.    Many  complaints  were 
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TABLE  50 

PERMrrS  ISSUED  FOR  SWIMMING  POOLS,  NATURAL  BATHING 

PLACES,   BOTTLED  WATER  PLANTS,  AND  DRAINAGE  WELLS:  PLANS 

APPROVED  FOR  PROPOSED  PUBLIC  SWIAAMING  POOLS, 

BY  COUNTIES,   1955 


PERMITS  ISSUED 

Pima  Approved  For 
FVopoeed  Public 
Swimming  Pools 

COUNTY 

Swimming 
Pools** 

Natural 
Bathing 
PU««** 

Bottled 

Water 

Permits** 

Drainage 

Number 

Estimated 
Cost 

STATE     

710 

t 

48 

2 
1 

26 

1 

425 

289 

$4,085,026.72 

Alikrfaaa 

Bay 

6" 

181 
2 
1 
1 
2 
867 
16 

8"" 

67 

1 

52,750.00 

2 

2 

18 

518,220.00 
6,500.00 

Citnia 

CUy 

8 

1 

1 

70 

8 

4 
1 

7,600.00 

r\^iimMA 

1 
881 

85,000.00 

I>«<le      

2 

8 

1 

1,894.000.00 
822,261.72 

T^i  val 

EacaraWa 

Franklin 

H&miltnn 

1 
1 

1 

115.600.00 

Hardee 

Hendry 

i* 

4 



i 

i  ■■* 

5 

2 

26,000.66 

Hillaborouch 

1 

1 

6 

188,340.00 

Indian  Ritct 

15,500.00 

Jackaon 

1 
6 

1 
1 

52.000.00 

T.^ 

1 

188,500.00 

T.jw^n 

8 

i" 

12,900.00 

Lsry 

Liberty 

^ 

6,000.00 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

8" 

8 
ft 

i" 

2 

1 

i" 

1 

1 

i" 

4*" 

86,856.06 

Martin 

1 

4 
2 
2 
17 
18 
6 

78.000.00 

XI.aMtl 

1 
1 

1 

8 

8 

45,000.00 

Oi-^nfC              

7 
46 

82 

7 
1 

• 

6 

10 

4 

1 

17 

1 

4 
2 

1 

1 

4 
S 

85,000.00 

Palm  Beach  

418,242.00 

p^nHiM    . 

205,000.00 
58,560.00 

Polk 

Putnam 

6 

8 

10 

124.690.00 

^±    1  jjf^ 

1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

29,000.00 

Sarasota 

Seminole 

1 
4 

1 

110,317.00 

Tayior 

VoJuaia 

« 

8" 

6  '** 

'96,600.66 

Wakxilla 

Waahinftoa 

t" 

1 
1 

c 

1 

26.000.00 

Oat-o(-Statc 

D 

___^^.^— 

**AceumulatiTe  or  contiBuoos 
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received  about  delay  in  getting  plans  processed  and  ^proved,  whidi 
situation  was  a  consequence  of  lack  of  needed  personnel  to  handle  the 
increased  volume  of  work. 

Further  reference  to  Table  50  is  made  in  connection  with  operation 
permits  for  public  pools;  a  total  of  710  pools  were  under  permit  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  This  number  includes  140  permits  issued  m  1955,  which 
is  an  increase  of  24.5  per  cent  and  which  approximates  the  same  rates 
of  increase  as  those  of  the  immediate  preceding  two  years. 

In  reviewing  the  pattern  of  geographical  distribution  of  pool  con- 
struction, it  is  seen  that  the  majority  are  built  (and  hence  the  operations 
permits  are  issued)  in  the  lower  east  coast  area  (Palm  Beach,  Broward 
^d  Dade  Counties).  The  total  number  (144)  of  plans  for  pools  m 
the  three-county  area  is  about  66  per  cent  of  the  total  number  for  the 
state;  and  while  it  is  a  decided  majority,  the  proportion  shows  a  decline 
from'  1953  —  80  per  cent.  This  trend  or  decrease  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue, as  the  construction  of  pools  gathers  momentum  in  the  remamder 
of  the  peninsula  and  northern  part  of  the  state. 

NATURAL  BATHING  PLACES 

Three  new  permits  were  issued  for  natural  bathing  places  in  Dade 
Manatee  and  Pinellas  Counties,  bringing  the  total  to  48  permitted  natural 
bathing  places. 

Regulatory  procedure  for  sanitary  control  of  the  permitted  natiiral 
bathing  places  was  continued  as  follows:  upon  receipt  of  application 
for  permit,  a  survey  of  the  area  is  made  to  determine  whether  there  are 
sanitary  hazards  and  possibility  of  seasonal  or  other  changes.  If  results 
of  the  survey  show  further  investigation  to  be  justified,  samples  of  the 
water  are  taken  for  laboratory  examination.  Then,  if  results  on  both  the 
sanitary  and  bacteriological  surveys  are  satisfactory,  and  necessary  sam- 
tary  facUities  are  provided,  permit  is  issued;  and  it  remains  vahd  so 
long  as  compliance  with  standards  is  satisfactory.  GeneraUy,  field  work 
involved  is  performed  by  county  health  department  personnel  and  the 
bureau's  regional  sanitary  engineers. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  WELLS 

Permits  issued  for  drilling  water  supply  wells  to  serve  the  public  at 
subdivisions,  motels,  schools,  trailer  parks,  etc.,  as  well  as  for  mumcip^- 
ties  and  water  utilities,  increased  in  1955.  There  were  183  well  permits 
issued,  representing  a  44  per  cent  increase  over  1954.  This  is  to  be 
expected  in  view  of  rapid  rate  of  expansion  of  water  works  m  the  state, 
particularly  since  the  largest  percentage  of  water  supply  in  Flonda  con- 
tinues  to  be  taken  from  groundwater  sources. 

BOTTLED  DRINKING  WATER 

There  were  twenty-sk  (26)  permitted  establishments  for  bottling 
and  distributing  drinking  water  in  1955.  These  include  permits  for  two 
new  plants,  one  each  in  Broward  and  Pinellas  Counties. 
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There  were  five  permits  issued  for  out-of-state  bottled  drinking  water 
concerns  who  distribute  their  products  in  Florida,  The  pohcy  is  to  rely 
upon  the  respective  state  health  departments  concerned  for  reports  on 
these  out-of-state  firms.  | 

Necessary  field  work  for  sanitary  supervision  of  the  bottled  ^'^j^^^^ 
water  plants  in  the  state  continue  to  be  performed  by  personnel  of  the 
county  health  departments  involved  and  by  the  bureau's  regional  sani- 
tary engineers.  Reports,  including  results  on  laboratory  examinations, 
and  recommendations  pertinent  to  issuing  the  permits  were  processed  by 
this  section.  I 

COMMON  CARRIER  WATER  SUPPLY  AND        | 
WATERING  POINT  SANITATION 

Through  cooperative  agreement  with  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service  and  in  line  with  its  quarantine  regulations  and  recommended 
drinking  water  standards,  the  sanitary  control  of  watering  facilities  tor 
carriers  in  inter-state  traffic  was  continued  in  1955.  Field  work  was 
done  by  county  health  department  and  regional  personnel,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the.  Atlanta  office  of  the  U.  S.   PubUc  Health  Service. 

Watering  point  inspections:     Railroads  12,  Vessels  47;  Airplanes  1. 

Action  was  taken  through  recommendation  to  the  Public  Health 
Service  to  delete  4  railway,  10  vessel  and  3  airiine  watering  points  from 
the  USPHS  official  listing  as  no  longer  operative.  Ten  vessel  watenng 
points  were  added  to  the  approved  list. 

The  status  of  the  watering  points  in  Florida  at  the  close  of  1955  is 
shown  as  follows: 


Carriers 
Railroads 
Vessels 
Airlines 


Approved 
24 
52 

4 


Provisional         Prohibited 


1 
1 


No  current 
Report 
2 

1 


Information  was  received  from  the  USPHS  that  regulations  were 
extended  in  February  1955  to  include  watering  points  servmg  only 
foreign  traffic  which  will  result  in  the  addition  of  at  least  four  watenng 
points  in  Florida.  ! 

EDUCATIONAL  AND  PROFESSIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Training  of  water  plant  operators  through  the  organization  and  pre- 
sentation of  in-service  short  courses  was  continued  during  the  year,  the 
outstanding  courses  being  given  at  the  23rd  Annual  Short  School  for 
Water  and  Sewage  Operators  held  at  the  University  of  Flonda  for  a  full 
week,  May  30  to  June  4,  1955.  The  bureau's  staff  worked  with  repre- 
sentatives of  other  interested  organizations  in  planning  and  in  presenta- 
tions at  the  course.    Other  central  office  staff  members  also  helped  with 
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laboratory  demonstrations  and  lectures.  As  in  the  previous  year,  the 
work  was  limited  to  Glass  "A"  and  Class  "B"  operation  people;  and 
the  Short  School  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  General  Extension 
Division,  University  of  Florida,  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  the 
Florida  Water  &  Sewage  Works  Operators  Association  in  cooperation 
with  Florida  Section  AWWA  and  Florida  SIWA. 

To  supplement  the  annual  short  school  held  at  Gainesville,  emphasis 
on  regional  short  courses  for  operators  who  find  it  difficult  to  leave  their 
respective  jobs  for  a  full  week,  was  also  continued  in  1955.  These 
courses,  of  shorter  duration,  were  again  held  at  Miami,  Tampa-St. 
Petersburg  area,  Panama  City,  and  Jacksonville.  Combined  efforts  of 
the  operators'  association  and  local,  regional  and  central  office  health 
department  personnel  are  resulting  in  a  rapidly  growing  list  of  better 
trained,  certified  operators  at  elementary  and  intermediate  levels.  Some 
data  on  the  short  schools,  regional  and  annual,  are  listed  as  follows, 
from  which  it  is  seen  that  a  total  of  fifty-one  water  works  operators  were 
certified  in  1955: 


OPERATORS'  SHORT  SCHOOLS 


Voluntary  Examination 
&  Certification 


Place  o\ 
Area 

Tampa-St.  Pete 

Jacksonville 

Miami 

Panama   City 

Gainesville 


t( 


^Attendance 
68 
70 

58 

130   (Total 
Op.) 


No.  taking 
Exam. 


Grade    "C"    (Water) 


"A' 


7 
6 
31 
12 
31 
11 


No.  Passing 
&  Certified 

3 

3 
14 

6 
15 
10 


*  Combined  water  and  sewage  operators  group. 

The  concentration  of  permitted  public  pools  in  the  lower  east  coastal 
area  (51.7  per  cent  in  Dade  County)  continues  to  be  of  advantage  inso- 
far as  concerns  in-service  training  of  pool  operators.  The  department 
has  helped  foster  and  cooperated  with  a  pool  operators  association  in 
the  preparation  and  presentation  of  short  courses  for  pool  operators. 
The  third  of  these  annual  short  courses  was  given  in  early  1955  by  the 
Florida  Swimming  Pool  Operators  Association  jointly  with  University 
of  Miami,  the  Dade  County  Health  Department  and  assisted  by  this 
section.  There  was  a  good  attendance  and  72  operators  were  certified 
on  the  basis  of  examinations  successfully  completed  at  the  end  of  the 
short  course  under  the  voluntary  certification  plan  of  the  association. 


Classification 
Superior 
Advanced 
Satisfactory 


No.  taking  Examination 
19 
23 
64 


No.  Passing  Examination 
12 
16 
44 


Total 


106 


72 


' 


\ 


ii 
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I 
It  is  expected  that  this  activity  will  be  expanded  to  include  other 
localities  in  the  immediate  future.  i 

Many  conferences  and  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  wdth 
municipal  and  utility  officials  and  their  consulting  engineers  in  relation 
to  design,  construction  and  operation  of  public  water  facilities.  Members 
of  the  section  also  actively  participated  in  the  affairs  of  professional  and 
technical  associations  in  committee  work  and  holding  office  in  these 
groups. 

SEWAGE  AND  INDUSTRIAL  WASTES 

JOHN  W.  WAKEFIELD,  M.S.,  Eng. 

The  chief  function  of  the  Sewage  and  Industrial  Wastes  Section  is 
that  of  water  pollution  control.  Statutory  requirements  charge  the  State 
Board  of  Health  with  the  prevention  of  water  pollution  detrimental  to 
the  public  health,  to  fish  or  fish  food  and  to  livestock.  These  aims 
must  be  achieved  without  undue  restrictions  on  the  use  of  streams  to 
receive  and  assimilate  ever-increasing  quantities  of  domestic  sewage  and 
industrial  waste.  The  only  way  these  frequently  divergent  demands  on 
our  water  resources  can  be  served,  while  still  permitting  the  population 
and  industry  to  increase  freely,  is  by  requiring  ever  higher  levels  of  waste 
treatment. 

For  example,  in  the  early  years  of  this  century,  the  City  of  Tampa 
installed  a  sewerage  system  with  multiple  points  of  discharge  of  Imhoff 
tank,  septic  tank  and  untreated  effluents  into  Hillsborough  River  and 
Bay.  Undoubtedly,  this  was  hailed  as  a  great  forward  step.  By  1949, 
however,  the  growth  of  industry  and  population  had  so  increased  the 
quantity  and  strength  of  effluents  that  Hillsborough  River  was  almost 
devoid  of  oxygen,  and  the  production  of  hydrogen  sulfide  along  Bayshore 
Boulevard,  due  to  sludge  deposits,  was  blackening  the  paint  of  bordering 
homes.  In  1950,  the  City  of  Tampa  constructed  a  new  primary  treat- 
ment and  chlorination  plant  with  the  effluent  discharged  into  the  deep 
waters  of  Tampa  Bay.  This  moved  the  population  equivalent  of  the 
effluent  from  more  than  110,000  back  to  about  65,000.  In  1953,  the 
legislature  annexed  all  of  Interbay  Peninsula  to  the  City  of  Tampa,  thus 
greatly  increasing  both  the  present  population  and  the  potential  for  future 
growth.  The  sewerage  system  is  now  being  extended  into  the  annexed 
area,  and  the  population  equivalent  of  the  treated  effluent  will  soon 
again  exceed  100,000.  While  the  new  outfall  location  permits  some 
additional  latitude  for  expansion,  it  will  undoubtedly  eventually  be 
necessary  to  add  secondary  treatment  to  once  more  bring  the  population 
equivalent  back  to  acceptable  standards. 

Processes  such  as  these,  except  on  a  smaller  scale,  were  repeated  many 
times  during  1955.  Almost  every  subdivision  sewerage  system  (of  which 
we  now  have  more  than  70)  is  developed  in  stages,  and  thus  must 
continue  to  grow  either  in  size  or  in  type  of  treatment  or,  in  many 
cases,  in  both  size  and  type. 
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FIG.  4 


OPERATING  SEWAGE  TREATMENT  PLANTS 


IN  FLORIDA  1950—1955 
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FIG.  5 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  FLORIDA 
WITH  REGARD  TO  SANITARY  SEWERS  &  SEWAGE  TREATMENT 
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Thus,  it  can  be  seen  that  waste  collection  and  treatment  systems  are 
not  one-shot  projects  but  are  dynamic,  constantly  changing,  continuous 
projects.  This  adds  emphasis  to  the  point  that  has  been  mentioned  in 
each  annual  report  for  the  past  several  years  —  that  the  need  for  super- 
vision by  the  State  Board  of  Health  does  not  cease  with  the  approval  of 
plans  for  the  initiation  of  a  new  project.  It  must  be  extended  to  super- 
vision of  operation  and  to  assurance  that  improvement  and  growth  will 
be  kept  current. 

This  year  sets  a  new  record  for  nimibers  of  projects  processed  by 
this  section.  Plans  and  specifications  for  324  projects  were  submitted 
for  approval  of  which  276  were  for  domestic  sewage  collection  and 
treatment,  and  48  were  for  some  type  of  industrial  waste. 

DOMESTIC  SEWAGE 

The  review  of  plans  and  specifications  for  domestic  sewerage  system 
projects  again  in  1955  dominated  the  activities  of  this  section.  The 
estimated  cost  of  work  for  which  plans  were  submitted  came  to  $40,444, 
942.  This  included  work  in  47  cities  and  towns  and  for  new  projects  or 
extension  of  existing  projects  in  67  subdivisions,  not  including  those  con- 
nected to  city  systems.  Included  in  both  categories  were  plans  for  55 
new  sewage  treatment  plants  of  sufficient  size  to  require  supervision  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Table  51  lists  the  domestic  sewerage  projects  by  counties.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  these  facilities  have  a  design  capacity  of  more  than  500,000 
people  as  contrasted  with  a  population  growth  of  about  300,000  people. 
If  this  pace  can  be  continued  for  the  next  ten  years,  the  backlog  of  un- 
satisfactory sewage  disposal  practices  would  be  largely  eliminated.  Not 
all  of  these  projects  have  been  placed  under  construction.  A  few  will 
be  postponed  indefinitely  but  the  bulk  are,  or  soon  will  be,  in  operation. 

In  spite  of  great  strides  toward  adequate  sewage  treatment,  it  is  only 
in  the  last  three  years  that  the  population  served  by  sewers  with  adequate 
sewage  treatment  has  increased  more  rapidly  than  that  served  by  sewers 
with  inadequate  treatment,  or  that  not  served  by  public  sewers.  A  large 
part  of  this  improved  record  can  be  credited  to  the  subdivision  developers 
who,  with  the  encouragement  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  Federal 
and  other  insuring  agencies,  have  constructed  more  than  70  independent 
sewerage  systems,  each  served  by  its  own  adequate  sewerage  treatment 
plant.  Florida's  development  of  subdivision  sewerage  systems  has  at- 
tracted nationwide  attention. 

To  review  plans  and  specifications  for  all  domestic  sewerage  projects 
and,  with  the  cooperation  of  local  and  regional  sanitary  engineers,  to 
supervise  the  operation  of  the  rapidly  growing  number  of  domestic 
sewage  treatment  plants,  this  section  is  allocated  three  sanitary  engineers. 
Double  that  number  might  be  able  to  do  a  reasonable  job  providing  other 
personnel    such    as   stenographers   and    draftsmen   were   in   proportion. 
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TABLE  51 

SUMAAARY  OF  PUBUC  SEWERAGE  PROJEaS  APPROVED  IN   1955 


COUNTY 


Alachua . . 
Alachua. . 
Alachua. . 
Alachua. . 

Bay 

Bay 

Bradford.. 

Bradford.. 

Brevard.  . 

Brevard.  . 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Broward . . 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Broward.. 

Charlotte. 

Charlotte. 

Collier.... 

Cotatmbia. 

DMle 

Daoe. .  ••  • 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

DmU 


Dade, 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade.. 

Dade.. 

Dade.. 

Dvfal. 

Dnval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

^val. 

Ehtval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

I>uval. 

Duvil. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval, 

Duval. 

Duval. 

Duval 

Duval 

Duval 

Duval 

Ehival 

Duval 

Duval 

Duval 
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PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 


(Treasure  Uand) . 


8/D. 


♦^arol  Eetatee  S  /D 

♦♦City  of  Gainesville 

♦  Rose  Addition  3  /D 

♦  Sperry  Height*  S  /D 

♦♦Gainer^Ue  BLigh  School 

♦  City  of  Panama  City 

♦♦Woodlawn  S  /D 

♦♦City  of  SUrke 

♦♦Saratoga  Heights  S/D .;..  ■ 

♦♦City  of  Melbourne  and  eonneeted  8/D  s. 

♦♦Melbourne  High  School 

♦♦City  of  Fort  Lauderdale 

♦  Plantation  Gardens  SfD 

♦♦Collier  Manor  S/D 

Melrose  Park  S/D 

♦  MiramarS/D 

♦♦Pompano  Beach  Heisbts  8/D 

♦  Westgate  Heights  S/D 

♦♦Riverland  Rd.  S/D 

♦  Coral  HeighuS/D 

♦  Broward  Eistatee 

♦  City  of  PunU  Gorda i,' ' ' ' 

♦  Punta  Gorda  Nobles  Development  Co.. . 

♦♦City  of  Naples  Hospital  and  S/D 

♦♦City  of  Lake  City 

♦  City  of  Miami 

City  of  Miami  Beach 

City  of  North  Miami 

City  of  North  Bay  Vma| 

Breeseswept  Estates  S/ 

Carol  City  and  High 

West  Coral  Way  Area  S/D  and 

8  connecting  S/D's v."A-,;^-- 

Myrtle  Grove  S/D    and  6  ootmecting  S/D^ 
Leisure  City  and  Homestead  Laka  Park  8/D. 

South  Miami  Heights  S/D 

South  Miami  Heights  S/D 

South  Coral  Homes  S /D ....»»..•.... 

Wsstwood  Lake  S  /D 

Marine  Exhibition  Cofp. 

Miller  Heights  Development 

^♦Hialeah  Race  Course 

♦  168rd  St.  Shopping  Center 

♦  J.  Gould  Stores 

♦♦Emerson  Elemttitary  School 

♦♦School  PorUWe  Treatment  unit 

♦  Arlington  Commercial  Center 

♦♦Balmar  Woods  S/D 

City  of  Baldwin 

♦♦Bushnell  Steel 

♦*Cedar  HHla  S/D «.♦ 

♦♦Cherokee  Park ..........••••••.•• 

♦♦Floradale  S/D 

♦♦Earl  Huntley  Shopping  Center 

♦  Highlands  S  /D • 

♦  Holiday  HDls  S  /D 

♦♦City  of  Jacksonville  Beadi 

♦  Rents  Trailer  Park 

♦♦Magnolia  Gardens  S/D 

♦  Normandy  S/D 

♦♦Lake  Forest  Shopping  Center 

♦♦LakewoodSy 

♦  Oak  HiUSy 
Ortega  Forest .•••;•  u."  •.'  c 

♦♦Jacksonville  Office  Bldg.  (4286  Atlantic  Blvd.) 
Jacksonville  Drive-In 

♦♦Ribault  Manor  S/D 

Ross  Trailer  Park 

♦♦San  Joee  S/D 

♦♦San  Soud  S/D 

♦  SanU  Monica  S/D 

♦  Southland  S/D 

♦♦Setser'i  Bakery 

♦♦Town  and  Country  Shopping  Center 

♦  Terry  Parker  High  School 

♦  Pnbuc  School  No.  89 

♦♦Public  School  No.  M 

♦♦Southern  Bell  Co 

♦♦Stone  Exterminating  Co. 

♦♦Sheet  Metal  Fabrication  Plant 

♦  Vsnetia  Village  Shopping  Center 

FairfWd  S/D 

Meadowbrook  S  /D 


ESTIMATED  COSTS 


Sewers 


;   87,017 

11,448 

10,970 

12.300 

1,810 

442,886 

17,760 

9.600 

7,500 

100,000 

8,625 

50.000 

25.000 

118,000 

75,000 

807,100 

97,000 

89.500 


Lift 
Stations 


I   28^10 


19.866 

60,014 

5,000 

10,000 


88.000 
8,875 


Plant 


18,860 


Total 


7,600 
34.000 
24,000 
41.000 
15,000 


126,000 
50,000 


298,000 


19,000 
76,597 
6,000 
11,261 
62,050 
460,000 

2,601,697 
196,976 
128,066 
484,910 

262,620 

461.176 

116.000 

86.000 


48.000 

600.000 

5,200 


6.000 
6,666 


25,000 
30,750 
9,000 
6.600 
20,600 
86,000 

562,957 
18,000 
27.000 
67,606 

27,460 

107,700 

27.500 

60.000 

NodaU 


76,000 

200,000 

8,000(FM) 

61,000 


76,000 
17,200 
20.000 

6.666 

NodaU 

81,700 


8,800 

6,600 

290 

20,866 
16.000 
26,000 


1.700 
6.000 


674,415 

220,125 

16.200 

1,200.000 


750.000 
40,000 
50.000 


205.000 

260,000 

17,600 

140,000 

20,000 

86,000 


16.000 


86.950 
94,000 
80,676 

1,026 
17,700 
20.100 

1,000 


59.100 
68,000 


8.600 
74.284 

1,760 

118,802 

18.060 

45,000 

61.260 

4.000 

8,800 


•  ••••' 
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6,700 

86,000 

460 


6.000 


$   60,827 
11,44« 

10,970 
12,300 
21,125 

602,849 

41,310 

19.600 

7,500 

138.000 
12,000 
50,000 

157.500 

202,000 
99,000 

616,900 

112,000 
89,500 
75,000 

200,000 
52,000 

168347 
15,000 
17.761 
72,550 

546,000 

8.739,069 
435,101 
166.256 

1,742,515 

279,970 

1,318,875 

183,500 

135,000 


253,000 

826,000 

40,000 

160,000 

20.000 

46.000 


5.065 
1.500 


8.000 

110.666 
1,666 


69,000 
4.000 


500 
48.868 


1.200 

2.000 
20,000 
80,000 


5,000 
9.500 


•  •  •  •  e  I 


40,000 

41.000 

740 


36,700 
15.000 

5.6O0 
11,600 

6.S65 

1,500 
20,850 
15,000 
25,000 

3,000 

85,950 

209,700 

66,675 

2,475 
17,700 
94.100 

5,000 


60,000 

1,260 

62,500 


68,000 


21,000 
21.000 


7,000 


2.800 
4.000 


99,100 

94,000 

740 

8,600 

124,284 

3,600 

215,170 

18,050 

118.000 

60,76« 

25,000 

24.800 

44,000 


7.000 


10.0001 


4,000 

6.000 

2O.O00 

40,000 
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TABLE  51   (continued) 
SUMMARY  OF  PUBUC  SEWERAGE  PROJEaS  APPROVED  IN   1955 


COUNTY 


Gadsden 

Hixhlands .  .  .  . 

Highlands 

Highlands.  .  .  . 

Highlands 

Hillsborough .  . 
HiUaborough .  . 
Hillsborough .  . 
Hillsborough .  . 
Hillsborough .  . 
Hillsborough .  . 
Hillsborough.  . 
Hillsborough .  . 
Hillsborough .  . 
Hillsborough.  . 
Hillsborough.  . 
Indian  River.  . 
Indian  River.  . 

Jackson 

Lake 

Uke 

Lee 

Lee 

Manatee 

Manatee 

Manatee 

Marion 

Marion 

Marion 

Martin 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Okaloosa 

Okaloosa 

Orange 

Orange 

Orange 

Orange 

Orange 

Orange 

Orange 

Orange 

Osceola 

Osceola 

Pahn  Beach.. 
Palm  Beach. . 
Palm  Beach.. 
Palm  Beach.. 
Palm  Beach.. 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pindlss 

Pinellas 

Pinrilas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellas 

Pinellss 

Pdk 

Polk 

Polk 

Polk 

Putnam 

St.  Lucie 

St.  Johns 

Sarasota 


Seminole. 
Volusia.. 
Volusia. . 
Volusia.. 
Walton.. 


TOTALS. 


PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 


♦  City  of  Chattahoochee 

♦♦Alcoholic  Rehabilitation  Center 

♦♦City  of  Avon  Park 

♦♦City  of  Sebring 

Sebring  Hills  S/D 

♦  Adamo  Acres  S  /D 

♦♦Gandy  Gardens  S/D 

♦♦Gandy  Manor  Addition 

♦♦Guernsey  City  Mobile  Homes 

♦♦General  Electric  Warehouse 

♦♦Manhattan  Manor  S/D 

♦♦Murray  Heights  S/D 

♦♦Oakland  Park  S/D 

♦  City  of  Tampa 

♦♦Temple  Terrace  S/D 

♦♦Seminole  Crest  SfD 

♦♦Belmont  Park  S/D 

♦♦City  of  Vero  Beach 

♦  City  of  Marianna 

♦  City  of  Leesburs 

♦♦City  of  Eustis 

City  of  Ft.  Myers 

♦♦Page  Mobile  Homes 

♦  Bayshore  S/D 

♦♦Harbor  Haven  S/D 

♦♦Trailer  Estates 

♦♦Indian  Park  S/D 

♦♦Forest  Hills  Women's  Prison 

♦  City  of  Stuart 

Ocean  Reef  Club 

♦  City  of  Femandina  Beach 

♦  City  of  Ft.  Walton  Beach 

Sea  Breeze  S/D , 

City  of  Niceville 

♦♦City  of  Orlando  and  connecting  S  /D'e 

♦♦Huntington  Court  S/D 

^^v^cipCil   S  /  ^-^ ••   •■•••>•••••■•■••■•>■••••■< 

♦  Glenridge  EUgh  School 

♦  City  of  Winter  Park 

♦  City  of  Winter  Garden 

♦♦Aaalea  Park  S/D 

♦  Pine  Hills  S/D 

Orange  Garden  8  /D 

Harvey  Way  Area 

Upholsterers  Int«iiational  Union  Retirement ... 

Belvedere  Heights  S/D 

North  Palm  Beach , 

Hypoluxo  Trailer  Park 

♦♦Riviera  Beach  High  Scho<^ 

♦♦City  of  Safety  Harbor 

♦  City  of  St.  Petersburg 

♦  City  of  Clearwater 

♦  City  of  Dimedin 

♦♦Bellevue  Estates  S/D 

♦  Highland  Pines  SfD 

♦  Kenneth  City  S/D 

♦♦Pinellas  Park  School 

♦♦Snell  Isle  Shopping  Centw 

♦♦Winn  Lovett  Shopping  Center 

♦♦Jones  Trailer  Park 

♦♦Corey  Causeway  Trailer  Park 

♦♦Doctors  Mot^  and  Skyway  Motel 

♦♦Twin  Lakes  Trailer  Lodge 

♦  City  of  Aubumdale 

♦♦City  of  Lakdand 

♦♦City  of  Mulberry 

♦  Cypress  Gardens 

♦♦City  of  Palatka 

♦  City  of  Fort  Pierce 

♦♦Fairchild  Aircraft  Corp 

♦  City  of  Sarasota  (Greenbriar  Homes.  Kensingrton 

Park  S/D) 

♦♦City  of  Sanford 

♦♦City  of  Davtona  Beach 

♦♦City  of  Deland 

City  of  New  Smyrna  Beach 

City  of  DeFuniak  Springs 


ESTIMATED  COSTS 


Sewers 


%    52.000 
1,000 


9.000 

108,000 

17,840 

77,000 


12,000 
800 


15,000 
10,000 
4,230,133 
41,774 
30,000 
81,800 


Lift 
Stations 


30,000 


10,400 
1,100 


206,000 

391,824 

80,000 

1,300,000 

20,000 

74,000 


120,000 
10,000 

'  1,340,666 

85,000 

56,000 

640,000 

458.000 


150,000 

497,566 

2,300 

45,000 

6,000 

21.465 

24,762 

38.000 

33.000 

38,777 

4,750 

100,000 

86,700 

'  ■    ■  6.566 

3.000 

19,338 

7,807,983 

124,660 

18,800 

10,000 

50,000 

85,000 


10.000 
150^97 

2,466 


18,000 
59,580 


150.000 


6,000 


240,000 


14.000 
60.000 
26.000 
15.500 
80.000 
147,890 


Plant 


I    98,000 
6.000 


48,000 
21,600 

20,666 


2,400 
20,100 


46.657 


29,500 
164,900 


460,000 


9,836 

75,000 


Total 


$  150.000 
7,000 


9.000 
186.000 
39.440 
77,000 
20,000 
22,400 

4,300 
20,100 
25.000 
10.000 
4,380,430 
88,431 
30,000 
34,250 


47,700 
129,000 

68,000 
100,000 
250,000 


120.000 


4,000 
89,598 


6,502 


6,000 

10,000 

8,000 


398,000 

90.205 

126.250 

5,000 


68,266 
3,292 

23,640 
82,000 

211,481 

39.154 

5.500 

150,000 


30,000 
25,400 

8.666 

8,000 

5,256 

304.900 

12,466 


12,000 
15,000 


3,847 


7,500 


2,000 


70,000 
10.500 
73,600 


22,500 
1,150 
1,840 


18,000 
76,850 
166,175 
11,500 
65,000 


7,600 
126,666 


40.000 

59,600 

350.000 


41,175 
1.651,752 


40.000 
60,000 
15,000 


7,000 


12.250 
7.000 


150,000 


64,000 
25,000 


87.140 


253.500 

616,814 

80,000 

1,870,000 

20,000 

74,000 

9,886 

201,000 

10.000 

25.000 

1,627.700 

214,000 

137,000 

800,000 

784,000 

15.500 

300.000 

645,446 

2,800 

45,000 

6,000 

21,465 

36,262 

122,598 

153,000 

38,777 

4,760 

170,000 

171,700 

850,000 

14.500 

11,000 

65,769 

9.764.685 

137.126 

18.800 

10,000 

102,000 

110,000 

15,000 

9.849 

7,000 

18,500 

22.250 

17.000 


200,000 


618,000 
100,705 
268,850 
80.000 
22,500 
69,415 
40.482 

28,640 
100.000 
288321 
205.829 

17.000 
415,000 


(40,444,942 


♦Under  construction  Dec  81,  1955. 
♦♦Completed  prior  to  Dec  31,  1955. 
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I  ... 

Under  the  present  conditions,  operating  supervision  has  been  practica^  y 
eliminated  and  efforts  to  promote  new  projects  are  restricted  practically 
to  the  vanishing  point.  The  recruitment  of  operatmg  personnel  by 
cities  and  private  developers  has  become  increasmgly  difficult,  and 
there  exists  a  very  real  danger  of  serious  deterioration  of  sewage  treat- 
ment plant  equipment  from  the  lack  of  proper  preventive  naamtenance 
as  well  as  an  increased  pollutional  load  on  the  streams  of  Flonda  through 
reduced  operating  efficiency.  An  in-service  training  program  for  sewage 
treatment  plant  operators  to  extend  and  supplement  the  existing  short 
course  program  is  urgently  needed  but  cannot  possibly  be  mitiated  with 
present  limited  personnel.  Until  additional  personnel  can  be  made 
available,  efforts  of  assigned  engineers  wUl  be  concentrated  on  the 
review  of  plans  and  specifications  and  the  investigation  of  such  urgent 
complaints  and  requests  as  cannot  be  postponed. 

INDUSTRIAL  WASTE 

There  were  48  separate  projects  involving  an  estimated  cost  of 
$183,765.  This  is  a  material  increase  both  in  numbers  of  projects  and 
total' cost  over  previous  years,  but  in  no  way  can  this  be  considered  a 
true  evaluation  of  industrial  waste  treatment  activity.  Industnal  wastes 
are  in  general,  so  complex  that  only  a  small  portion  have  been  studied 
and  waste  treatment  plants  developed  to  the  extent  that  a  reviewing 
authority  may  give  complete  approval  to  plans  for  waste  treatment 
devices.  In  other  cases,  each  individual  project  must  be  considered  an 
experiment  and  necessarily  the  industry  concerned  must  take  the  risk 
of  obtaining  successful  treatment.  Practically  all  of  the  plans  approved 
in  1955  were  for  laundry,  dairy  and  restaurant  wastes,  all  of  Which 
are  well  known,  and  to  some  extent  treatment  devices  are  standardized. 
These  however,  are  relatively  small  installations  and  are  not  nearly  so 
important  from  the  standpoint  of  water  pollution  control  as  the  control 
of  a  large  paper  mill,  a  citrus  concentrate  plant  or  a  phosphate  pro- 
cessing plant.  The  wastes  from  one  moderately  large  plant  could  con- 
sume more  stream  resources  than  all  the  domestic  waste  from  a  large  aty. 

New  industrial  plants  placed  under  construction  in  1955  include  a 
large  fresh  fruit  juice  packer  at  Canaveral  Harbor,  a  chemical  plant 
near  Santa  Rosa,  Florida,  an  asphalt  refmmg  plant  at  St.  Marks,  a 
resin  products  plant  near  Telogia  and  a  new  ilmenite  mine  near  Lawtey. 
Most  of  the  paper  and  pulp  mills  in  the  state  have  greatly  expanded 
production,  and  the  nylon  plant  in  Escambia  County  has  announced 
a  major  expansion  program.  At  the  year's  end,  there  were  reports  ot 
probable  construction  of  an  additional  chemical  plant  near  Pensacola, 
a  pulp  and  paper  mill  in  Alabama  on  a  tributary  to  the  Escambia 
River,  a  small  paper  plant  near  Hollywood  to  reprocess  scrap  paper, 
a  phosphate  processing  plant  on  the  South  Prong  of  the  Alafia  River, 
and  a  paper  plant  using  palmetto  fiber  as  a  raw  product  near  Okee- 
chobee. Each  individual  case  requires  correspondence  and  conferences 
untU  agreement  can  be  reached  regarding  treatment  processes  to  be 
tried  and  stream  standards  to  be  required. 


SANITARY   ENGINEERING       187 

By  far  the  most  troublesome  problem  in  1955  has  been  the  discharge 
of  phosphate  processing  wastes  into  the  Peace  and  Alafia  River  Basins. 
These  wastes  can  be  high  in  fluoride  compoimds  and  can  contain  ex- 
cessive amounts  of  acid.  Either  can  be  destructive  to  fish  and  fish  food, 
and  excessive  fluoride  can  be  toxic  to  man  and  livestock.  Since  the 
Peace  River  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  for  the  public  water  supply  at 
Arcadia,  it  is  particularly  important  to  control  the  fluoride  content. 
There  are  now  two  triple  superphosphate  manufacturing  plants  in  the 
Peace  Valley  and  five  in  the  Alafia  Basin.  In  addition,  there  are  two 
elemental  phosphorus  furnaces,  four  superphosphate  plants  and  one 
phosphate  rock  defluorinating  plant.  The  wastes  from  these  plants  can 
fluctuate  widely  in  both  quantity  and  quality,  and  a  strong  "slug"  can 
do  almost  as  much  damage  to  the  biological  balance  in  the  stream  as 
the  continuing  discharge  of  large  quantities  of  highly  organic  wastes. 
The  chemicals  are  colorless  and  odorless,  and  their  presence  can  only 
be  determined  by  chemical  analysis.  For  these  reasons,  sporadic  or  oc- 
casional stream  sampling  is  woefully  inadequate  for  the  protection  of 
these  streams.  Automatic  sampling  devices  and  full-time  supervision  by 
competent  sanitary  engineers,  chemists  and  biologists  are  required  if 
damage  is  to  be  detected  before  it  becomes  critical,  and  if  responsibility 
for  damage  is  to  be  fixed.  During  1955,  samples  were  obtained  from 
key  stations  within  these  two  river  valleys  at  about  bimonthly  intervals. 
Results  indicate  that  the  fluoride  content  of  the  Peace  River  has  reduced 
to  some  extent  while  that  of  the  Alafia  River  has  remained  excessively 
high.  All  of  the  industrial  establishments  involved  has  been  informed 
of  the  conditions  prevailing  and  have  given  assurance  that  corrective 
measures  are  underway. 

Pollution  of  the  Alafia  and  Peace  Valleys  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
four  year  study  which  was  completed  in  1953.  The  final  reports  on 
these  studies  were  issued  during  1955  entitled  "Peace  and  Alafia  Rivers 
Stream  Sanitation  Studies,  1949-1953".  Volume  I,  "The  Alafia  River", 
Volume  II,  "The  Peace  River",  and  Supplement  II  to  Volume  II,  "A 
Biological  Survey  of  the  Peace  River,  Florida",  have  been  published 
and  are  available  to  the  public  on  request.  These  reports  show  that  in 
addition  to  phosphate  wastes,  the  Peace  River  receives  domestic  waste 
from  eight  cities  and  eight  institutions  of  which  thirteen  have  reasonably 
adequate  treatment,  and  industrial  wastes  from  27  citrus  and  citrus 
byproduct  plants,  one  tannery,  one  meat  packing  plant,  several  vegetable 
canners,  a  gas  manufacturing  plant  and  a  fertilizer  plant.  In  the  Alafia 
Basin,  there  are  only  phosphate  plants  and  two  sewered  communities, 
both  supplied  with  treatment  plants.  The  studies  revealed  that  both 
streams  receive  chemical  pollution  and  turbid  wastes  from  the  phosphate 
industry,  and  portions  of  the  Peace  River  system  are  seriously  polluted 
with  organic  wastes.  All  cities,  counties  and  industries  involved  have 
been  informed  of  these  conditions,  and  recommendations  have  been 
made  for  corrective  action.  Follow-up  studies  are  lagging,  however, 
due  to  the  lack  of  an  adequate  technical  staff. 
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Paper  and  pulp  waste  practices  in  1955  were  not  markedly  different 
from  1954.  The  Amelia  River  in  Nassau  County  and  the  Jenholloway 
River  in  Taylor  County,  both  exempt  from  State  Board  of  Healtn 
regulation  by  legisbtive  act,  continue  to  be  grossly  polluted  with  pulp 
and  paper  mill  wastes,  and  little  has  been  done  to  improve  conditions 
in  Rice  Creek.  Announcement  late  in  1955  of  plans  for  major  expansion 
programs  at  several  of  the  existing  mills  indicates  a  need  for  much  closer 
supervision  in  the  future  than  has  been  possible  m  the  past. 

Another  problem  of  long  standing  has  been  the  discharge  of  highly 
organic  wastes   into   Bayou   Chico   near   Pensacola.   TTie   resultant   de- 
pletion of  oxygen,  production  of  odors  and  death  of  fish  have  been 
the   cause   of   numerous  conferences   and   investigations.   Late  m    lyDD 
at  the  request  of  the  industries  involved,  current  studi^  were  made  m 
Pensacola  Bay  near  Bayou  Chico  to  determine  the  feasibihty  of  discharg- 
ing the  wastes  directly  into  the  Bay  rather  than  into  the  Bayou.  Indi- 
cations are  that  with  certain  minimum  treatment  processes  this  change 
in   discharge  point   might   solve   this  troublesome   problem    Treatment 
of  the  wastes  is  now  under  study.  Here  again,  however,  these  changes 
in   waste    disposal   procedure   together   with   very   marked   mcreases   m 
production  at  the  nearby  nylon  plant,  the  construction  of  a  new  chemical 
plant  just  across  the  Bay  with  possibly  a  second  plant,  and  the  possible 
construction  of  a  new  pulp  and  paper  mill  on  the  Escambia  River  m 
Alabama  all  point  to  the  need  for  close  supervision  if  stream  resources 
arc  to  be  protected. 

TABLE  52 
INDUSTRIAL  WASTE  PROJEaS  APPROVED  IN   1955 


County 


Nearest  City 


Project  Description 


Est. 
Cost 


Broward 

Broward 

Broward 

CoUier 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Dade 

Duval 

Duval 

Escambia 

HiUsborough 

Hillsborough 

Lake 

Lee 

Palm  Beach 

Pinellas 

Wakulla 


Dania 

Dcerfield  Beach 

Ft.  Lauderdale 

Naples 

Hialeah 

Medley 

Miami 

Miami 

Miami 

North  Miami 

Opa  Locka 

Jacksonville 

Jacksonville 

Pensacola 

Tampa 

Tampa 

Mt.  Dora 

Ft.  Myers 

West  Pahn  Beoch 

St.  Petersburg 

St.  Marks 


2  laundry  waste  treatment  projects  ....$  8,000 
Laundry  waste  treatment  — oo'Snn 

8  laundry  waste  treatment  projects  .—  ^^»^JJJ 
Laundry  waste  treatment  » in'nnn 

3  laundry  projects  a  rwi 

Metal  plating  wastes otw 

9  laundry  waste  treatment  projects  —  ^^"1^ 

Miami  Dye  Works  1»'57 

Eastern  Air  Lines  Plating  Shop  — 

Sno   Spuds,   Inc.   laundry  7,000 

Laundry  waste  treatment  in-S 

5  laundry  waste  treatment  projects  ....  l^  7kI 

3  restaurant  waste   treatment  projects  ',754 

Dairy   waste   treatment   

Dairy  waste   treatment 

2  laundry  waste   treatment  projects.... 

Laundry  waste  treatment  —  i  nnn 

Laundry  waste   treatment  oo  nnn 

Dairy  waste   treatment   ?'cAn 

3  laundry  waste  treatment  projects  —  I'eSS 
Asphalt   refining   wastes    —  7*^0^ 

TOTAL $183,765 


9,000 

15,000 

5,000 

3,000 
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The  present  staff  available  for  supervision  of  industrial  waste  consists 
of  one  chemical  engineer,  one  sanitary  chemist  and  one  sanitary  biologist. 
A  vacancy  exists  for  a  second  sanitary  engineer  or  sanitary  chemist.  This 
staff  must  make  all  technical  industrial  waste  studies,  must  make  or  assist 
coimty  personnel  in  all  stream  sanitation  studies  and  must  review  such 
plans  and  sjjecifications  as  are  submitted  for  approval.  All  have  their 
headquarters  in  Jacksonville.  A  staff  of  double  this  size  based  in  Jackson- 
ville would  be  inadequate.  A  South  Florida  laboratory  and  base  of  opera- 
tions to  shorten  travel  requirements  with  at  least  as  large  a  technical  staff 
and  with  necessary  stenographic  and  clerical  assistants  as  are  now  avail- 
able in  Jacksonville  would  possibly  approach  minimum  requirements  at 
present  levels  of  industrial  activity.  Any  increase  in  industrial  activity 
should  be  matched  with  a  corresp)onding  increase  in  technical  sup>er- 
visory  personnel.  Failure  to  provide  an  adequate  supervisory  program 
and  to  take  firm  measures  to  protect  our  streams  can  lead  not  only  to 
the  loss  of  valuable  stream  resources,  but  to  the  discredit  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  as  the  State  Water  Pollution  Control  Authority  and 
possibly  to  legislation  placing  these  responsibilities  in  some  other  agency. 

STREAM  SANITATION 

The  publishing  of  the  "Peace  and  Alafia  Stream  Sanitation  Studies" 
in  1955  has  already  been  mentioned.  In  addition,  check  samples  have 
been  obtained  from  these  basins  in  order  to  keep  some  measure  of  control 
on  both  the  fluoride  content  and  the  concentration  of  coliform  bacteria. 
A  continuing  series  of  samples  at  key  stations  on  the  Peace  River  points 
up  the  critical  need  for  modem  sewage  treatment  plants  at  Fort  Meade 
and  Wauchula.  The  safety  of  the  raw  water  supply  of  the  City  of  Arcadia 
is  threatened  by  increasing  sewage  pollution. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  1954  Annual  Report  of  the  controversy 
between  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  the  City  of  Jacksonville.  The 
study  on  the  St.  Johns  River  in  cooperation  with  the  City  Engineer's 
Office  and  the  City  Health  Department  has  continued  with  all  indi- 
cations that  oxygen  resources  are  no  major  problem,  but  that  bacterial 
pollution  is  increasing.  A  reasonable  compromise  has  been  suggested  by 
the  city's  consulting  engineers,  and  agreed  to  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  whereby  the  city  would  include  primary  treatment  in  their 
initial  project  for  all  newly  sewered  areas  with  presently  sewered  areas 
continuing  to  discharge  directly  into  the  river.  Follow-up  phases  H  and 
ni  would  include  interceptor  sewers  to  carry  sewage  from  existing  out- 
falls to  the  treatment  plant  site,  and  (in  phase  HI)  increase  the  size  of  the 
treatment  facilities  to  handle  all  of  the  sewage  from  the  City  of  Jack- 
sonville and  adjacent  suburban  areas. 

Several  bacteriological  studies  of  streams  receiving  sewage  pollution 
were  made  by  personnel  of  the  respective  county  health  department 
with  the  cooperation  and  technical  assistance  of  personnel  of  this  section. 
Surveys  of  the  Caloosahatchee  River  at  Fort  Myers  and  the  Peace  River 
at  Punta  Gorda  helped  to  promote  sewerage  projects  now  underway, 
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and  a  check  survey  of  the  Manatee  River  at  Biadenton  was  made  just 
before  putting  that  plant  into  operation,  with  a  similar  one  planned  ma 
few  months  to  determine  the  improvement  resulting  f^^^^^g^,/^^^,'" 
ment.  A  continuing  survey  of  the  Peace  River  from  above  Wauchula 
to  below  Arcadia  is  indicating  increasing  ^olif^"?/^^'^^^!!?!^;,^,^ 
pointing  up  the  need  for  treatment  plants  at  Fort  Meade  and  Wauchula 
to  protect  the  Arcadia  water  supply.  I 

Thought  is  being  given  to  control  measures  which  will  be  required 
when  atomic  reactoif  are  placed  in  service  in  the  state.  Water  is  used 
for  cooling  purposes  and  becomes  more  or  less  contaminated  by  radio- 
active  material.  Excessive  amounts  of  radioactivity  may  be  detnmental 
to  fish  and  fish  food  and,  in  severe  cases,  may  be  a  hazard  to  the  public 
health.  The  immediate  need  is  for  background  information  on  the 
radioactivity  of  natural  waters.  Equipment  for  such  studies  should  be 
obtained  without  delay  in  order  that  prelimmary  studies  can  be  com- 
pleted prior  to  the  construction  of  reactors. 

TABLE  53 
LABORATORY  ANALYSIS  STREAM  SANITATION  —  SEWAGE 

AND  INDUSTRIAL  WASTES 


d 


o 


X 


4 

3    O    O 


TJ    C 


■"<  «•« 

O   c  •> 

o  «  5 

.-  .^  o 


No.   of   «m.ple«        250        550        500        50        235        77 500+^ L500_ 

•  Many  of  these  samples  were  actuaUy  collected  by  cooperating  county  health 
department  pcrsonncL 

DRAINAGE  WELLS 

The  discharge  of  sanitary  sewage  and  industrial  wastes  into  drainage 
wells  and  sinkholes  and  thence  into  underground  streams  was  at  one 
time  a  problem  of  major  proportions.    For  some  years,  drainage  well 
permits    for    such    purposes    have    been    refused.     Existing   installations 
have  been  eliminated  whenever  major  extensions  required  new  approval 
of  plans  or  new  permits.    As  a  result,  only  three  or  four  small  citi^ 
remain  where  untreated  sewage  is  being  discharged  underground,  and 
recent  engineering  reports  indicate  that  three  of  these  may  be  eliminated 
soon    Williston  has  sold  bonds  and  plans  in  preparation  for  a  modern 
sewage  treatment  plant  with  a  surface  seepage  lagoon.    This  w^u  elimi- 
nate the  discharge  of  septic  tank  effluent  to  a  rock  pit.    Wild  wood  has 
retained   a   consulting    engineer   whose    report   recommends    immediae 
construction  of  a  complete  treatment  plant.    The  effluent  will  probably 
continue  to  enter  a  small  pond  without  an  outlet,  but  will  be  well  treated. 
Live  Oak  likewise  has  retained  a  consulting  engineer  who  is  preparing 
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plans  for  a  OMnplete  treatment  plant  for  that  city.  This  will  eliminate 
the  discharge  of  raw  sewage  directly  into  drainage  wells  which  are  a 
constant  menace  to  the  cities'  water  supply  wells. 

Drainage  wells  are  still  f>ermitted  for  uncontaminated  cooling  water, 
for  lake  level  control  where  other  means  of  drainage  are  not  available, 
and  for  moderately  polluted  water  or  well-treated  waste  effluent  where 
wells  can  be  drilled  and  cased  into  a  stratum  containing  a  water  with 
a  high  chloride  content.  During  1955,  permits  were  issued  for  425  drain- 
age wells,  the  bulk  of  which  were  cooling  water  return  wells  for  air 
conditioning  systems  in  Dade  and  Broward  Counties.  The  lack  of  ade- 
quate control  of  cooling  water  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  heat  to  other 
cooling  water  source  wells  will  in  time  become  a  major  problem,  and 
present  laws  are  not  considered  adequate  for  this  purpose. 

EDUCATIONAL  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

By  far  the  most  outstanding  training  activity  of  the  section  is  partici- 
pation in  the  Short  School  for  Water  and  Sewage  Treatment  Plant 
Operators.  During  1955,  four  regional  short  courses  were  held  for  be- 
ginners and  as  a  refresher  for  older  operators.  The  five-day  Annual 
Short  School  at  the  University  of  Florida  was  restricted  this  year  for  the 
first  time  to  intermediate  and  advanced  students.  This  allows  utilization 
of  available  instructors  leading  toward  a  better  organized  and  integrated 
training  program. 

The  responsibility  for  certification  of  operators  was  shifted  this  year 
from  Water  and  Sewage  Plant  Operators  Association  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  The  program  is  still  on  a  voluntary  status,  and  the 
Operators  Association  with  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
prepares  and  conducts  the  examinations. 

TABLE  54 

RESULTS  OF  SHORT  COURSE  TRAINING  PROGRAM 
FOR  WATER  AND  SEWAGE  TREATMENT  PLANT  OPERATORS 


No.  Students  Enrolled 
for   Short    Courses 

REGIONAL: 
Tampa                        68 
Jacksonville                 70 
Panama  City              W 
Miami                        120 

No.  Sewage  Treatment 

Plant  Operators  Taking 

Certification  Exams 

17 
7 

12 
16 

No.   Certificates 
Issued  Sewage    Treat- 
ment  Plant   Operators 

CLASS  G: 

9 

5 

3 

10 

Sub    Total 

316 

52 

27 

ANNUAL: 
Univ.  of  Fla. 

179 

28 

CLASS  B:                 11 
CLASS  A:                  1 

TOTAL 


495 


80 


39 
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Training  for  section  personnel  included  a  two-week  s^itaiy  chenmt's 
course  paLipated  in  by  Mrs.  Foymae  Kelso  at  the  Ro^  ^.^ 
EnviroimientaJ  Health  Center  at  CincinnaU,  Ohio.  Biolo^t  William 
M  XTreceived  an  award  from  the  Florida  Academy  of  Sciences  for 
the  best  technical  paper  published  by  the  Society  m  1954. 

Articles  by  staff  members  and  affiliate  persons: 

Beck    W    M    Suggested  method  for  reporting  biotic  data.  Sewage  and 

Industry  Wastes  27:1193-1197,  Oct.,   1955.  I 

Florida    State  Board  of  Health.   Bureau  of  Sanitary  Engineering.    Peace 
™Akfia  Rivers  Stream  Sanitation  Studies,  1950-1953.  Volume  1: 

The  Alafia  River,  1955. 
Florida.  Sute  Board  of  Health.   Bureau  of  fanitarj.  Engmeeri^^^ 

and  Alafia  Rivers  Stream  Sanitation  Studies,  1950-1953.    Volume  2. 

The  Peace  River,  1955. 
Florida    State  Board  of  Health.   Bureau  of  Sanitary  Engineering.    Peace 

and  AMa  Rivers  Stream  Sanitation  Studies,  1950-1953.    Supplement 

2  to  Volume  2:   A  Biological  Survey  of  the  Peace  River,  Flonda  by 

Ellis  Lanquist,  1953. 


SANITARY   ENGINEERING       193 


ENVIRONMENTAL  SANITATION 


CHARLES  E.  COOK,  C.E. 


This  report  reveals  that  a  considerable  amount  of  effort  was  devoted  to 
consultation  service  and  assistance  to  coimty  health  departments,  in- 
dustries and  trades,  and  individual  citizens,  in  promoting  improved  con- 
trol of  environmental  factors  affecting  community  and  state  health. 
The  scope  of  the  work  carried  on  during  the  current  year  embraces  the 
review  of  plans  and  specifications  on  new  construction  and  alterations 
of  public  buildings;  food  control;  shellfish  programs,  fringe  area  sanita- 
tion; the  administration  of  the  State  Bedding  Inspection  Act;  tounst, 
trailer  court,  camp  and  school  saniutions;  and  other  programs,  excluding 
public  water  supplies  and  municipal  and  industrial  sewage  disposal, 
important  to  the  development  of  a  healthful  environment  for  the  people 
of  Florida.  The  activities  of  this  Section  are  concentrated  in  various 
asi>ects  of  the  following  areas: 

SUBDIVISION  SANITATION 

Construction  of  new  homes  in  subdivisions  remained  at  a  high  level 
during  1955.  The  problem  of  how  to  ensure  that  adequate  sanitary 
facilities  were  provided  for  the  ever  increasing  number  of  subdivisions 
being  developed  was  a  major  concern  to  this  bureau.  The  problem  was 
intensified  because  large  tracts  of  land  within  city  limits  where  water 
and  sewerage  facilities  were  already  installed,  or  available,  were  becommg 
exceedingly  scarce.  As  a  result,  builders  and  developers  went  to  the 
fringe  areas,  quite  frequently  several  miles  from  the  city,  to  obtain  low- 
priced  land  for  development.  Needless  to  say,  these  areas  had  no  water 
or  sewerage  facilities  available,  and  because  of  the  capital  and  risk  m- 
volved,  the  sponsors  were  justifiably  reluctant  to  provide  central  water 
and  sewerage  systems.  The  developers  preferred  to  use  septic  tanks  as 
a  method  of  sewage  disposal,  which  would  involve  a  small  amount  of 
capital  with  practically  no  risk,  as  the  system  could  be  installed  upon 
completion  of  the  individual  house  in  contrast  to  the  installation  of  a 
sewerage  system  prior  to  construction  of  the  subdivision. 

Partial  control  of  subdivisions  was  provided  through  a  mutual  agree- 
ment with  the  Federal  insurance  agencies,  whereby  they  required  that  a 
subdivision  sewage  disposal  report  on  any  subdivision  on  which  mortgage 
insurance  was  desired  would  have  to  be  processed  through  the  Florida 
State  Board  of  Health  for  recommendations  as  to  the  suitability  of  the 
proposed  sanitary  facilities.  Under  this  agreement  this  section  processed 
709  subdivision  sewage  disposal  reports  for  459  subdivisions,  covenng  a 
total  of  17,630  lots  and  2,181  unplatted  acres.  Of  these,  39  sewage 
disposal  reports  covering  584  lots  and  547  unplatted  acres  were  processed 
as  unsatisfactory  for  the  use  of  septic  tanks  as  a  method  of  sewage  dis- 
posal, due  to  topography,  soil  characteristics,  and  water  table.  Eighty- 
nine  sewage   disposal   reports  covering  5,719  lots  and   1,431   unplatted 
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acres  were  processed  as  being  satisfactory  for  the  use  of  septic  tanks  as 
a  temporary  measure,  but  in  view  of  their  size  and  potential  for  future 
growth  a  sewerage  system  should  be  provided.  The  above  figures  do  not 
include  Dade  Ck)unty,  which  is  the  fastest  growing  county  in  the  state 
at  this  time.  This  bureau  continued  to  process  individual  sewage  disposal 
inspection  forms  after  inspection  by  local  county  health  department 
personnel.  A  total  of  14,203  final  inspection  forms  were  processed  during 
the  year,  which  included  159  inspection  forms  for  individual  water 
systems.  'This  number  was  an  increase  of  587  over  the  number  of  forms 
processed   during    1954. 

Almost  daily  conferences  were  held  with  developers,  personnel  of  the 
Federal  insuring  agencies,  local  governmental  representatives  and  build- 
ers in  an  attempt  to  provide  adequate  sanitary  facilities  for  proposed 
subdivisions.  In  several  cases  agreements  were  reached  which  resulted 
in  more  permanent  type  sanitary  facilities  being  provided. 

This  bureau  is  attempting  to  devise  a  method  whereby  assistance  and 
guidance  can  be  given  to  local  governmental  units  which  have  primary 
responsibility  for  the  development  of  their  communities  with  a  high 
standard  of  sanitation.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  program  will  be  put  mto 
effect  during  the  coming  year. 

SHELLFISH  AND  CRUSTACEA 

Due  to  work  loads  in  other  phases  of  environmental  sanitation  not 
much  emphasis  was  placed  on  shellfish  and  Crustacea  programs  during 
the  first  half  of  1955  as  in  the  previous  year.  However,  increased  county 
interest  has  been  taken  in  these  activities,  which  was  evidenced  parti- 
cularly by  the  participation  of  county  health  departments  in  West  Florida 
in  a  district  shellfish  conference  held  at  Apalachicola.  As  a  consequence, 
more  attention  has  been  given  to  the  supervision  of  oyster  bars  and  to 
the  control  of  illegal  operations  in  that  area  of  the  state,  which  resulted 
in  approximately  a  third  more  establishments  being  certified  than  in 
the  previous  year.  In  addition,  counties  generally  have  become  more 
aware  of  the  need  for  more  effective  enforcement  and  educational  pro- 
grams at  the  local  level.  Oyster  plants  generally  are  better  equipped  and 
better  operated  as  a  result  of  closer  official  supervision.  The  scallop 
industry  also  was  expanded  during  1955  and  showed  marked  improve- 
ment in  application  of  sanitation  techniques. 

# 

Apalachicola  continues  to  be  the  largest  oyster  producing  section  of  the 
state.  Areas  closed  for  some  years  were  opened  due  to  exceedingly  good 
bacteriological  results  of  pollution  samples.  However,  a  problem  arose 
in  December  when  some  oyster  meat  samples  showed  a  red  color.  These 
oysters  are  referred  to  as  the  "Red  East"  type,  and  no  explanation  of  the 
condition  has  been  determined  except  that  it  is  due  to  a  red  yeast  or  io- 
dine in  the  oysters.  This  situation  hurt  producers  since  these  oysters  are 
not  marketable.    Research  will  be  conducted  on  this  problem  in  1956. 

Crustacea  operations  in  the  state  may  be  characterized  as  in  a  state 
of  flux  due  to  the  fact   that   crabmeat  producers,  out-of-state  health 
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agencies,  and  this  bureau  feel  the  need  for  research  and  the  development 
of  uniform  bacteriological  and  sanitation  standards.  In  December  re- 
presentatives of  the  State  Board  of  Health  participated  in  a  conference 
of  southeastern  health  agencies  and  the  New  York  City  Health  Depart- 
ment to  discuss  this  problem.  Plans  were  laid  for  the  adoption  of  uniform 
standards  and  a  system  of  interstate  certification.  The  past  year  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  productive  years  for  Florida  crabmeat  since 
World  War  II.   This  was  true  particularly  of  west  Florida. 

In  1955  it  is  estimated  that  approximately  $170,000  was  spent  on  the 
construction  of  new  crabmeat  facilities.  Improvement  also  was  evident  in 
general  production  techniques.  A  constant  effort  was  made  to  reduce 
unfavorable  laboratory  reports  and  promote  the  processing  of  quality  pro- 
ducts. As  in  previous  years,  a  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  health 
officials  of  distribution  points,  such  as  the  State  of  Maryland  and  the 
City  of  New  York,  as  well  as  the  U.  S.  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion and  the  Florida  Conservation  Department. 

The  Franklin  County  Marine  Laboratory  in  Apalachicola  continued  to 
conduct  bacteriological  analyses  of  shellfish  waters  and  oyster  and  crab- 
meat products  on  a  routine  basis. 

TABLE  55 
SUA/IMARY  OF  ACTVITIES  —  SHELLFISH  &  CRUSTACEA  PLANTS 


Description 


.£  o 
til 


25^ 
o  ••  o 


^1  S 

•  5  o 

Z  A.  U 


Oyster   Shucking    and    Packing 
Oyster  Shellstock  Only 
Clam  Shucking 
Scallop   Shucking 
Crabmeat  Shucking 


49 

20 

2 

15 
32 


582 

232 

2 

75 

488 


8 


RELATED  SHELLFISH  AND  CRUSTACEA  AaiVITIES 

Oyster   growing   area   water   samples  bacteriologically  tested 326 

Oyster  meat  samples   bacteriologically   tested   ^ 

Crabmeat    samples    bacteriologically    tested    lo4l 

Drinking  water  samples  bacteriologically  tested  1>>" 

Swab  tests  


FOOD  SANITATION 

Food  Processing  Plants:  The  sanitation  supervision  of  food  processing 
plants  revealed  an  increase  of  65  per  cent  of  permitted  establishments. 
Twelve  counties  accounted  for  a  total  of  127  plants  operating  with 
health  department  sanction.    The  heaviest  concentrations  of  permitted 
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food  processing  plants  are  in  Dade  and  Pinellas  Counties.  During  the 
year  assistance  was  given  county  health  departments  m  mterpretation  ot 
regulations,  expediting  complaints,  and  promoting  effective  programs  m 
this  area  of  environmental  sanitation. 

FOOD  SERVICE  OPERATIONS 

Commercial  and  Institutional  Establishments:  An  indication  of  Flor- 
ida*s  growth  is  the  steady  increase  from  year  to  year  in  the  number  ot 
commercial  food  service  establishments.  Recent  figures  of  the  btate 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Commission  show  14,556  licensed  restaurants 
with  a  total  seating  capacity  of  724,114.  Institutional  food  service,  both 
public  and  private,  also  has  expanded  due  to  increased  hospital,  nursmg 
home,  and  educational  facilities. 

Because  of  limited  staffs  and  work  loads  in  other  aspects  of  their  en- 
vironmental sanitation  responsibilities,  a  number  of  health  departments 
have  not  been  able  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  the  supervision  of  com- 
mercial and  public  institutional  food  service  establishments.  However, 
it  is  recognized  generally  that  there  is  a  need  for  the  development  of  more 
effective  health  department  programs  in  view  of  the  health  hazards  in- 
volved in  food  operations  and  the  economic  importance  of  the  industry 
to  the  state.  | 

Plans  and  specifications  on  construction  and  alterations  of  food  service 
establishments  were  processed  routinely  by  the  bureau.  At  the  instigation 
of  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  a  recommended  food  sanitation  pro- 
gram was  developed  for  the  Everglades  National  Park. 

School  Lunch  Rooms:  School  lunch  rooms  and  cafetoriums  were  in- 
cluded in  the  approval  of  plans  for  many  of  the  school  projects  reviewed 
This  approval  covered  layout  and  design  of  facilities,  water  supply  and 
sewage  disposal,  which  are  included  in  other  accounts  of  the  bureau  s 
work  The  assistance  that  has  been  rendered  in  the  training  of  school 
lunch  personnel  is  given  in  the  food  handler  training  item  of  this  report 
County  health  departments  wherever  possible  attempt  to  inspect  school 
lunch  operations  along  with  their  other  food  work.  It  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  School  Lunch  Office  of  the  State  Department  of  Education 
to  request  such  service  in  all  counties  in  order  to  promote  the  mainten- 
ance of  sanitation  standards.  This  section  also  gave  limited  assistance 
in  conducting  county  surveys  of  school  lunch  departments. 

FOOD  HANDLERS  TRAINING  PROGRAM 

Training  programs  for  food  service  personnel  were  conducted  by  nine 
county  health  departments  in  1955.  The  activity  of  the  bureau  m  this 
aspect  of  food  sanitation  was  devoted  primarily  to  consultation  services 
It  was  not  found  possible  to  operate  a  coordinated  state-wide  educational 
program  or  assist  in  the  organization  of  permanent  county  food  handler 
training  programs,  because  the  diverse  and  multiple  responsibilities  of 
this  section  required  the  utilization  of  limited  staff  in  expediting  prob- 
lems and  matters  considered  of  more  immediate  moment.    The  educa- 
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tional  approach  is  recognized  as  the  essential  element  in  the  development 
of  effective  food  sanitation  programs  and  has  long-range  implications. 

Dade  County  continued  its  training  activities  for  the  sixth  consecutive 
year.  This  regular  program  presented  89  courses  and  certified  3,492  food 
service  personnel,  which  is  81  per  cent  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
Classes  were  conducted  at  public  schools;  Miami  University;^  various 
commercial  food  service  establishments;  and  at  the  program's  head- 
quarters at  Lindsay  Hopkins  Vocational  School.  Sixty-three  courses  were 
presented  by  the  Polk  County  Health  Department  in  which  245  persons 
were  certified.  An  additional  340  individuals  attended  one  or  two  sessions 
of  the  courses  given.  Programs  were  conducted  for  the  personnel  of 
school  lunch  rooms  as  well  as  commercial  establishments.  Palm  Beach 
County  held  two  training  programs  during  the  year  for  school  lunch 
personnel,  and  workers  of  a  chain  commercial  establishment  to  which 
operators  in  the  county  were  invited  to  participate.  As  a  result  of  both 
programs  156  food  handler  instruction  certificates  were  issued.  Health 
departments  in  Taylor,  Suwannee,  and  Holmes  Counties,  held  single 
programs  and  certified  42,  72,  30  persons  respectively.  In  Pinellas 
County  periodic  food  sanitation  lectures  were  given  high  school  home 
economic  students. 

Orange  County  was  assisted  in  conducting  a  special  educational  pro- 
gram for  the  dietary  department  and  nursing  staffs  at  the  Central 
Florida  Tuberculosis  Hospital.  Instruction  certificates  were  issued  to  115 
persons.  Aid  also  was  given  the  Brevard  County  Health  Department 
and  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  presentation  of  a  food  sanita- 
tion course  for  70  school  lunch  workers.  The  Food  Service  Management 
Clinic,  planned  by  the  Marion  County  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  county  health  department,  was  held  in  Ocala  and  attended  by  40 
operators.  Special  food  sanitation  lectures  were  given  in  a  homemakers 
program  sponsored  by  the  St.  Lucie  County  Medical  Auxiliary  and  the 
county  health  department.  Consultation  service  was  rendered  school 
lunch  and  teachers  workshops  in  Volusia  and  St.  Johns  Counties. 

The  Jacksonville  City  Health  Department  conducted  31   courses  in 
1955  and  certified  986  food  service  operators  and  employees. 

TABLE  56 

FOOD  HANDLERS  TRAINING  PROGRAM 
CERTIFICATIONS   1955 


Program 

Brevard 

Dade 

Holmes 

Marion 

Orange 

Palm  Beach 

Polk 

Suwannee 

Taylor 

City  of  Jacksonville 
TOTAL. 


Certifications 

70 

3492 

30 

20 
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156 

245 

72 

42 

986 

...  4828 
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TOURIST  AND  TRAILER  COURT  SUPERVISION 

Tourist  and  trailer  court  supervision  was  not  as  extensive  in  1955  as 
it  was  in  the  previous  year  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  number  of. 
plans  submitted  and  the  number  of  permit  applications  received.  A 
total  of  64  sets  of  plans  on  new  construction  and  alterations  were  approv- 
ed.  Operation  permits  were  issued  to  165  establishments  as  compared 
to  296  in  1954.  An  improved  control  program  is  being  formulated  which 
is  anticipated  to  become  effective  in  1956.  This  industry  is  an  important 
segment  of  Florida^s  hospitality  trades  and  has  great  health  and  economic 
significance.  Major  sanitation  problems  include  adequate  water  supply, 
sewage  disposal,  laundry  waste,  toilet  facilities,  pest  control  and  garbage 
disposal.  County  health  departments  give  diligent  attention  to  these 
activities,  but  it  is  felt  that  through  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of 
the  industry  and  official  agencies  much  more  can  be  accomplished  for 
the  good  of  our  citizens  and  visitors.  Numerous  letters  from  many  sections 
of  the  state  and  nation  show  considerable  public  interest  in  mobile  home 
living  in  Florida. 

CAMP  SANITATION 

A  steady  improvement  in  camp  sanitation  was  marked  in  1955  through 
increased  activity  of  county  health  departments,  official  agencies  and 
voluntary  organizations.  Migratory  labor  camps  in  various  areas  m  the 
state  have  corrected  certain  discrepancies  that  prevailed  in  1954,  but 
from  general  observation  more  concentrated  effort  is  needed  to  eliminate 
substandard  facilities  and  operation  at  all  such  establishments  in  the 
state.  Improved  housing,  the  installation  of  sanitary  fbctures  and  better 
management  at  several  camps  denote  some  progress.  Nevertheless  the 
nature  of  conditions  found  in  the  previous  year's  survey  make  it  difficult 
to  obtain  effective  remedies  as  quickly  as  desired.  For  this  reason, 
constant  attention  and  the  closest  possible  health  department  super- 
vision is  necessary.  A  number  of  conferences  were  held  on  the  migratory 
labor  camp  problem. 

SCHOOL  SANITATION 

During  the  year  145  sets  of  plans  and  specifications  on  school  building 
construction  were  approved.  This  number  does  not  indicate  the  ex- 
penditure of  time  spent  in  evaluating  projects  for  conformance  with 
engineering  and  sanitation  design  criteria,  conducting  correspondence, 
and  interviews  with  architects  and  engineers,  because  the  details  of  each 
project  require  varying  degrees  of  professional  analysis.  Classroom  short- 
ages and  inadequate  school  plant  facilities  are  a  reflection  of  Florida's 
population  growth.  According  to  one  report,  3.0  to  4.9  per  cent  of 
elementary  and  secondary  grade  pupils  of  the  state  are  not  in  full  school 
attendance.  The  corrective  measures  that  are  being  taken  to  alleviate 
this  situation  through  county  school  building  programs  have  had,  and 
will  continue  to  have,  an  effect  on  the  amount  of  work  the  bureau  has 
to  do  inasmuch  as  school  water  supplies,  sewage  disposal  systems,  rest 
room  facilities,  and  other  sanitary  design  features,  must  be  approved  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health  as  specified  in  the  Florida  School  Law. 
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BEDDING  INSPECTION  ACT  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Bedding  Inspection  Act  program  had  a  better  year  due  to  the 
experience  accummulated  in  1954.  An  additional  person  was  added  to 
the  staff,  which  facilitated  the  pursuit  of  inspection  responsibilities.  The 
state  was  divided  in  districts  with  personnel  stationed  in  each  area. 
This  administrative  system  accounted  for  improved  supervision  and  the 
extension  of  coordinated  services.  The  cooperation  of  the  manufacturer, 
retailer,  and  renovator  segments  of  the  industry  helped  to  create  and 
crystalize  an  effective  program.  This  is  reflected  in  the  following  sum- 
mary of  income  resulting  from  the  registration  of  dealers  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  bedding  stamps  as  required  under  the  statutory  law. 


Registrations: 

563  Manufacturers 

282  Renovators 

2025  Retailers 


$25.00 
$10.00 
$  5.00 


$14,075.00 

2,820.00 

10,125.00 


Registration  total 

$27,020.00 

Stamp  Distribution: 

2696     Books  of  500  - 

-  Ic  @  $  5.00 

$13,480.00 

2570     Books  of  500  - 

-2c  @  $10.00 

25,700.00 

Stamp  total: 
Year's  total: 


$39,180.00 
$66,200.00 


The  administrative  and  field  responsibilities  of  this  program  involve 
a  considerable  amount  of  detailed  work.  The  processing  of  applications 
for  registration,  stamp  orders,  clerking,  record  keeping,  and  financial 
accounting  day  by  day  at  the  central  office  are  accomplished  in  addition 
to  other  environmental  health  duties  of  the  section.  The  activities  of 
five  district  staff  members,  the  resulting  work  load,  and  the  integration 
of  their  services  with  those  of  the  bureau,  demonstrate  an  accelerated 
program  at  the  conclusion  of  1955. 

TABLE  57 
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2,046 
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800 
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6,170 
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2 

6 
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321 
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83 

8 
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63 

Central       

1 

Southeast 

58 

Southwest 

7 

Northwest 

36 
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1^00 

1,016 

6,68.S 

8.799 
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12.116 
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The  control  of  satisfactory  furniture  and  bedding  filling  material  was 
developed  through  the  formulation  of  laboratory  procedures.  The  Cen- 
tral Laboratory  sent  a  technician  to  another  state  to  learn  the  standardiz- 
ed testing  program  operated  successfully  there.  i 

In  240  instances  condemnation  red  tags  were  used.  This  action  al- 
though it  represents  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of  items  offered  for  sale  to 
the  public,  has  encouraged  better  adherence  to  legal  stipulations  through- 
out the  state.  Liaison  was  maintained  with  county  health  departments 
in  an  effort  to  synchronize  this  assigned  responsibility  with  other  health 
services.  However,  the  success  of  the  Bedding  Inspection  Program  to 
date  is  viewed  as  a  result  of  the  desire  of  the  industry  to  supervise  itself 
with  the  aid  and  the  authority  of  an  official  state  agency. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACTIVITIES 

Approval  of  Miscellaneous  Projects:  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  tabu- 
lations of  plans  processed  by  the  Environmental  Sanitation  Section,  plans 
and  specifications  for  miscellaneous  projects  were  reviewed  and  revision 
reconmiendations  made.  Approved  projects  are  listed  below.  This  work 
covered  evaluations  for  proposed  septic  tank  and  conventional  dram- 
field  installations  and  septic  tank  sand  filter  disposal  systems  for  shopping 
centers  hotels,  restaurants,  institutions  and  buildings  of  various  organi- 
zations! Sanitary  engineering  opinions  also  were  rendered  m  schematic 
design  creations  related  to  individual  sewage  disposal  units. 

TABLE  58 

INDIVIDUAL  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL  FOR  MISCELLANEOUS  PROJEOS 


COUNTY 


HoteU, 

Rartauruita 

and  Shopping 

Centen 


Brevmrd 

Cotumbia 

CUy 

D»de 

Duval 

Escambia.... 
Highlanda.  . . 
Hillsborough . 

Lake 

Nassau 

Okaloosa 

Orangre 

Osceola 

Palm  Beach. 

Pinellas 

SanU  Rom.. 

Sarasota 

Volusia 


t 
1 
2 

6 
1 


Industries 


Total 


7 

i 


OrfcunitM- 
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Institutions 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

4  t 

1 
1 
1 


1 

t 
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Disposal  Method 


Septic 
Tanks 


Sand 

Flltera 


22 


17 


1 

i 


1 

8 

1 

S 

15 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 
7 


47 


1 
5 
1 

i 

19 


II 


Nuisance  Complaints:  There  was  a  spasmodic  flow  of  correspondence 
received  in  which  complaints  were  registered  on  alleged  insamtary  con- 
ditions existing  in  various  sections  of  the  state.  These  cases  were  expe- 
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dited,  as  a  general  rule,  by  reference  to  county  health  departments  with 
a  request  that  the  situation  in  question  be  investigated  and  an  action 
report  submitted  to  the  Central  Office.  In  certain  instances  conferences 
had  to  be  held  and  direct  consultation  service  rendered.  The  majority 
of  complaints  concerned  insanitary  situations  at  tourist  and  trailer  courts, 
residential  nuisances  resulting  from  improperly  installed  or  maintained 
septic  tanks,  insect  breeding  areas,  improj>er  garbage  disposal,  and  sub- 
standard food  operations. 

Plumbing  Regulations:  Surveys  were  conducted  on  sewage  flows  for 
individual  disposal  units,  toilet  fixture  water  usage,  and  water  supplies 
in  order  to  determine  practical  uj>-to-date  criteria  for  installation  re- 
quirements at  schools,  tourist  and  trailer  courts,  auditoriums  and  stadi- 
ums, and  other  public  buildings.  Requests  were  received  regularly  from 
Florida  and  out-of-state  architects,  engineers,  and  private  citizens  for 
copies  of  current  standards.  Wider  interest  in  this  subject  was  more 
evident  in  1955  than  in  1954. 

Sanitary  Code  Revisions:  Although  no  suggested  Sanitary  Code  re- 
visions were  submitted  by  the  Environmental  Sanitation  Section  for 
Board  approval  during  1955,  preparatory  work  was  done  on  a  proposed 
revision  of  Chapter  V,  "Minimum  Requirements  for  Sewage  Disposal 
in  Unsewered  Areas."  Suggested  changes  also  were  developed  for 
Chapters  VII  "Drinking  Water,  Toilet  and  Washroom  Facilities  in 
Buildings  Serving  the  Public  and  in  Places  of  Employment,"  and  Chapter 
VIII,  "Plumbing." 

A  conference  was  held  with  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  which 
established  a  basis  for  the  development  of  joint  regulations  on  frozen 
foods.  When  completed  and  approved,  a  separate  Chapter  on  sanitation 
standards  related  to  this  subject  will  be  incorj>orated  in  the  State  Sani- 
tary Code. 

Nursing  Home  Program  Participation:  The  bureau  continued  to  assist 
the  Field  Advisory  Staff  in  the  approval  of  plans  on  new  construction 
and  alterations  of  nursing  home  buildings.  A  reduction  in  projects  pro- 
cessed in  1955  is  noted.  This  has  been  due  to  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  nursing  homes  that  had  to  make  alterations  in  order  to  comply  with 
recent  licensing  requirements. 

Common  Carriers:  An  effort  was  made  to  improve  the  certification 
program  of  common  carriers  during  1955  through  more  effective  co- 
ordination between  county  health  departments,  the  Central  Office  and 
the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  District  Office.  Surveys  were  made  on 
all  catering  points  and  commissaries  in  the  state.  Information  was  also 
furnished  the  Federal  Health  Agency*s  Equipment  Review  Program  on 
items  acceptable  for  use  on  interstate  carriers  and  at  catering  serving 
centers.  A  total  of  19  common  carrier  caterers  were  certified. 
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TABLE  59 

PERMITS  ISSUED  FOR  SHELLFISH  PRODUaiON,  CRABMEAT  PRODUaiON, 

FOOD  PROCESSING  PLANTS,  TOURIST  AND  TRAILER  COURTS,  AND 

CAMPS:  PLANS  APPROVED  FOR  PROPOSED  TOURIST  AND  TRAILER 

COURTS,  SCHOOLS  AND  NURSING  HOMES,  BY  COUNTIES,  1955 


Fenmta  Issued 

Plans  Approved                                     ■. 
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DRAFTING 
GENERAL 

In  the  early  months  of  1955  the  microfilming  of  the  bureau's  plan 
files  were  completed  up  to  date.  This  microfilming  was  part  of  a  com- 
pletely new  filing  and  indexing  system.  The  increasing  volume  of  plans 
submitted  to  the  bureau  for  approval  which  may  be  noted  by  Figure  6 
very  effectively  indicates  the  need  for  changes  in  outmoded  procedures. 
These  improvements  were  accomplished  with  the  installation  of  me 
"Kardex"  (index)  and  micro-filming.  Of  primary  importance  from  Uus 
time  on  is  the  systematic  maintenance  of  this  system  m  order  that  its  full 
value  may  be  realized.  In  this  plan  there  is  a  basis  for  a  system,  capable 
of  providing  for  future  growth  and  having  the  essential  quahties  of  a 
fast  and  efficient  reference  file. 

SURVEYS  AND  REPORTS 

Work  of  a  routine  nature  involving  the  preparation  of  maps,  charts 
and  graphs  for  use  in  special  surveys  and  reports  continued  at  a  rather 
low  level  due  to  the  time  demand  in  the  processing  of  the  heavy  volume 
of  plans. 

PLANS  PROCESSED 

During  the  year  1,271  separate  sets  of  plans  were  processed  in  the 
drafting  room.  These  may  be  seen  tabulated  and  classified  m  other 
sections  of  this  report.  This  figure  represents  an  increase  of  57  per  cent 
in  the  number  of  plans  processed  in  1955  over  1954. 


!!' 
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HG.  6 


PLANS  PROCESSED  ANNUAUY 


1948  —  1955 


1946      4a       50       51        52 


53      54 
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BUREAU  OF  NARCOTICS 


RANK  S.  CASTOR,  Ph.G., 
Director 


The  year  1955  has  been  a  very  busy  and  satisfactory  year  for  the 
Bureau  of  Narcotics;  however  the  increase  in  the  mobility  of  our  popu- 
lation and  the  usual  influx  of  tourists  both  in  summer  and  wmtcr, 
coupled  with  a  greater  tendency  to  disregard  aU  types  of  laws,  is  creating 
new  narcotic  problems.  In  past  years,  the  number  of  arrests  mcreased 
considerably  during  the  winter  months  but  now  that  Florida  is  beccmung 
more  of  a  year-round  vacation  state,  the  Bureau's  work  is  spread  over 
a  twelve-months'  period. 

The  Southeast  District,  embracing  12  counties  and  extending  from 
Key  West  north  to  Vero  Beach  (with  headquarters  in  Miami),  reports 
an  increasing  number  of  arrests  yearly.  In  the  Northwest  Distnct,  com- 
posed of  22  counties  (with  headquarters  in  Tallahassee)  where  the 
population  is  more  stable,  the  narcotic  problem  was  very  mild  dunng 
1955.  The  central  part  of  the  state  had  quite  a  number  of  problenM 
until  another  inspector  was  added  to  the  staff  in  September  to  worit 
with  the  one  inspector  in  the  Southwest  District  Office  in  Tampa. 
There  are  17  counties  in  this  territory  and  the  population  is  mcreasmg 
rapidly.  The  Bureau's  Central  Office  is  located  in  Jacksonville  and 
is  staffed  with  one  inspector,  a  Jacksonville  Detective  Sergeant  assigned 
to  the  office,  and  the  director.  The  functions  of  this  office  are  of  an 
administrative  nature,  rendering  assistance  to  the  three  distnct  offices  as 
well  as  maintaining  records  of  all  criminal  cases,  pending  mvestigations, 
registration  of  all  drug  stores,  practitioners  of  the  healing  arts,  physical 
therapists,  masseurs  and  chiropodists.  The  Bureau  cooperates  very  closely 
with  local  police  and  sheriffs'  offices  as  weU  as  with  the  Federal  narcoUc 
inspectors  and  other  Federal  agencies. 

During  the  year  the  Florida  legislature  enacted  a  registration  act  re- 
quiring every  practitioner  of  the  healing  arts  to  register  with  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  the  first  registration  to  be  under  oath,  and  reqmnng 
the  registrant  to  state  the  number  of  his  license,  college  from  which  he 
graduated,  and  the  date.  This  serves  to  maintain  an  active  file  of  all 
Florida  licensed  physicians  whether  practicing  or  not,  and  helps  to  locate 
them  and  to  keep  track  of  the  number  in  the  various  branches.  This 
past  year  6,429  practitioners  were  registered  with  the  Bureau. 

The  enforcement  of  the  narcotic  laws,  pharmacy  laws  and  all  laws 
pertaining  to  medical  doctors,  doctors  of  osteopathy,  naturopathy,  diiro- 
practic,  chiropodists,  masseurs  and  registered  physical  therapists  is  charg- 
ed by  the  law  to  die  State  Board  of  Health  and  is  die  responsibihty  ot 
this  Bureau. 

During  1955,  3141  open  inspections  were  made  of  drug  stores,  sundry 
stores,  hospitals  and  other  places  of  similar  nature.    This  is  an  increase 
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of  305  inspections  over  the  preceding  year.  Prescription  files  and  charts 
and  records  of  these  places  were  checked  for  irregularities  and  violations 
of  the  pharmacy  and  narcotic  laws.  | 

Nine  hundred  and  seventy  investigations  were  made  in  answer  to 
complaints  or  where  violations  were  suspected,  resulting  in  111  arrests 
for  violation  of  the  narcotic  laws,  (such  as  illegal  possession  and/or  sale 
of  morphine,  heroin,  marihuana  and  other  narcotics),  or  for  forgery 
of  narcotic  prescriptions  and  the  obtaining  of  narcotic  drugs  by  the  use 
of  such  prescriptions.  In  the  above-mentioned  cases,  the  defendants 
were  sentenced  to  a  total  of  108  years  and  11  months  and  paid  fines  in 
the  amount  of  $2500.00.  Forty-eight  of  these  defendants  received  pro- 
bation, withheld  or  suspended  sentences  pending  future  behaviour.  Most 
of  these  types  of  dispositions  occurred  in  the  Miami  District.  Eight  cases 
were  discharged  or  nolle  prossed  and  one  was  placed  on  absentee  docket 
until  a  future  date.  Corrections  were  made  of  forty  violations  of  one 
type  or  another  without  legal  action  when  they  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  violator. 

The  investigation  of  drug  stores  and  the  enforcement  of  the  pharmacy 
laws,  seeing  that  all  compounding  and  dispensing  of  medicinal  drugs, 
etc.,  is  carried  on  by  qualified  personnel,  is  a  very  important  part  of  the 
Bureau's  work.  During  1955,  fourteen  cases  were  made  for  violation  of 
one  of  the  pharmacy  laws,  to  wit;  filling  prescriptions  without  first  ob- 
taining a  pharmacy  license  from  the  Florida  Board  of  Pharmacy.  This 
is  ten  more  cases  than  was  made  in  1954.  All  licensed  drug  stores  are 
required  to  register  annually  with  this  Bureau  and  a  certificate  of 
registration  is  mailed  to  each  drug  store  as  well  as  a  retail  narcotic  license 
to  each  employed  pharmacist.  As  a  whole  the  pharmacists  cooperate 
splendidly  and  comply  with  the  pharmacy  and  narcotic  laws.  They 
are  very  helpful  in  notifying  and  assist  in  bringing  many  violators  to 
justice. 

Sue  arrests  were  necessary  (3  more  than  last  year)  for  violation  of  the 
medical  laws  for  practicing  medicine  without  first  obtaining  a  medical 
license  to  practice  in  this  state. 

Education:  In  answer  to  requests  for  talks  on  narcotic  drugs,  83  talks 
were  made  and  educational  fihns  were  shown  to  approximately  5000 
people  by  the  director  and  inspectors.  Most  of  these  talks  were  given 
to  police  training  schools,  medical,  pharmaceutical,  nurses,  P.T.A., 
civic  and  church  groups,  and  deal  with  narcotic  problems  such  as  di- 
version of  narcotics  through  drug  stores,  diversion  of  drugs  through 
imscrupulous  physicians,  peddling  and  other  illegal  sources  of  supply. 
A  number  of  talks  were  made  to  the  health  education  classes  at  Florida 
State  University.  Even  though  the  question  of  education  with  reference 
to  the  dangers  of  narcotic  drugs  and  marihuana  has  been  controversial, 
the  Bureau  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  talks  on  narcotics  are  properly  pre- 
pared and  delivered  showing  the  horrible  effects  of  drug  addiction  on 
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our  young  people,  they  can  be  most  effective  in  guarding  our  teen-agers 
against  addiction.    The  response  to  these  talks  has  been  gratifymg. 

Addicts:  The  State  Uniform  Narcotic  Drug  Law  provides  for  commit- 
ment and  treatment  of  narcotic  drug  addicts  as  narcotic  patients,  both 
voluntarily  and  compulsory,  at  the  State  Hospital  at  Raiford.  Reahzmg 
that  drug  addiction  is  a  serious  problem  and  is  responsible  for  many 
criminal  offenses,  every  effort  is  being  made  to  curb  it.  Dunng  the 
year,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Bureau,  many  addicts  received  treattnent 
one  way  or  another  to  free  themselves  from  the  deadly  drug  habit  Some 
entered  private  institutions,  some  entered  die  U.  S.  Pubhc  Health  Service 
Hospital  at  Lexington,  Kentucky  and  fifteen  were  committed  to  the 
State  Hospital  at  Raiford.  While  the  Raiford  Hospital  is  not  an  ideal 
place  for  the  treatment  of  narcotic  addiction,  it  is  the  only  place  the 
state  has  to  offer  at  the  present. 

Teen-<ige  Addiction:  As  always  every  possible  effort  is  being  made  to 
keep  teen-age  addiction  out  of  our  high  schools  and  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  Even  though  we  have  received  numerous  complaints 
of  suspected  narcotic  violations  in  these  institutions,  thorough  and  com- 
plete investigation  has  proven  that  we  have  no  violations  of  any  con- 
sequence. 

Needs-  The  State  continues  to  need  badly  the  proper  type  of  institution 
for  treating  drug  addicts  where  die  addict  can  be  segregated  from  others 
Drug  addicts  should  be  considered  mentally  iU  and  should  be  provided 
with  bed,  board,  recreation  facilities  and  entertainment  as  well  as 
psychiatric  treatment.  Definite  attempts  at  rehabilitation  should  be  made 
by  finding  them  jobs  compatible  with  their  abihties,  thus  keepmg  them 
occupied  and  their  minds  off  disturbing  factors  which  might  contnbute  to 
a  relapse. 

TOTAL  SUMAAARY  OF  ACTIVITIES 

T  1  41 

Number  open  inspections  »q 

Number  investigations   .^^ 

Number  arrests - - ; "" 4^ 

Number  violations  corrected  where  no  legal  action  was  taken...  ^ 

Aggregate  sentences  imposed  by  the  courts 108  years,  H  month^ 

Aggregate  fines  imposed  by  the  courts rVV","; *^>^^^'^ 

Number  defendants  receiving  probation,  deferred,  withheld  or  ^ 

suspended  sentences ^ 

Number  cases  discharged  or  nolle  prossed  by  the  courts o 

Number  cases  placed  on  absentee  docket -- ; 

Number  narcotic  addicts  confined  to  State  or  Federal  institu-  ^^ 

tions  for  treatment  - g 

Number  persons  acquitted  by  the  courts  

Number   defendants   declared   insane   - ---- ----"-. 

Number  of  practitioners  of  the  healing  arts  registered  for  195!) 

(M.D.,  D.O.,  D.C.,  N.D.)  --»-^-»-.- ^ul 

Number  drug  stores  registered  for   1955-56  - $400000 

Bonds  estreated  ^  ' 
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DIVISION  OF  HEALTH  INFORMATION 


EUZABETH  REED,  R.N.,  B.S., 
Director 

A  number  of  significant  new  developments  in  health  education  activi- 
ties made  1955  a  stimulating  year.  Discussed  in  detail  below  are  the 
Teachers  Project,  the  employment  of  an  exhibits  consultant,  and  the 
appointment  of  local  health  educators  by  two  county  health  depart- 
ments. 

A  conscious  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  serve  more  effectively 
the  various  bureaus  and  divisions.  To  this  end  many  conferences  were 
held  to  work  out  problems  in  which  health  education  was  a  factor.  As 
always,  many  contacts  were  made  with  county  health  departments  — 
consulting  and  advising  them  particularly  about  the  various  media  used 
in  health  education. 

ART  WORK 

The  artist   (in  addition  to  other  activities)   completed  the  following: 
drawings,  54;  graphs,  49;  letterheads,  4;  layouts,  37;  cover  designs  (pam- 
phlets, folders),  4;  buUetin  board  displays,  10;  maps,  3;  postage  meter 
ads,  8.    Designed  an  official  emblem  for  State  Board  of  Health  cars; 
a  seal  for  the  American  Association  of  Public  Health  Physicians. 

Thirty-two  pages  of  drawings  were  also  revised  for  the  Midwife 
Manual. 

AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS 

The  Fihn  Library  became  the  Audio-Visual  Aids  Library  in  1955. 
A  number  of  other  audio-visual  aids  (besides  motion  pictures)  were 
added  to  the  library.  These  included  filmstrips,  slides  and  tape  record- 
ings, among  others.  They  were  also  listed  in  the  new  catalog  for  the 
first  time.  Silent  film  strips  seem  to  be  the  most  popular  among  the 
newly-added  aids. 

Compared 

with  1954 

+9  percent 

+9  percent 

+9  percent 


1955 
Number  of  audio-visual  aids  circulated  3,834 

Number  times  all  aids  were  used  9,971 

Number  of  persons  in  combined  audiences    665,964 


10  fihns  were  televised  to  an  estimated  audience  of  over  1  J/2  million. 
27  radio  transcriptions  were  broadcast  to  an  estimated  audience  of 
2/2  million.  TB  X-ray  trailers  were  shown  138  times  to  31,000  persons 
in  theaters.  262  pieces  of  projection  equipment  were  loaned  to  State 
Board  of  Health  personnel. 
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Requests  for  audio-visual  aids  were  received  from  all  counties  in  the 
state  except  Hardee  and  Union. 

Fifty-one  motion  picture  prints  were  added  to  the  Ubrary  and  forty- 
four  damaged  or  obsolete  films  were  removed.  A  tape  recorder  was 
purchased. 

A  very  satisfying  relationship  was  continued  with  other  health^d 
weUangenciesT,  place  thiir  films  in  the  Ubrary,  0"^?  1955  the 
foUowine  organizations  gave  new  materials  on  mdef mite  loan.  Flonda 
Counc7forT  Blind,  Florida  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Flonda  Akhohc 
kehabUitation  Prx,gia^,  Northeast  Florida  As«,ciation  for  Menul  Health 
and  Division  13,  Licensed  Practical  Nurses  Association  of  Flonda. 

The  Ubrary  is  still  unable  to  satisfy  more  than  50  percent  of  the 
requests  made  of  it.   In  spite  of  the  fact  that  presently  only  one  motion 
picture  film  may  be  booked  per  bonower  per  week,  circulation  is  fast 
approaching  the  level  reached  prior  to  this  restnction.   This  reflects  the 
»Sous%ublic  and  professional  interest  in  the  use  of  audio-visual 
aids     With  the  present  number  of  personnel  and  limited  amount  ot 
money  and  space  available  in  the  Ubrary,  it  is  impossible  to  pay  atten- 
ZnZ  such^an  important  detail  as  supplying  teacher  or  discussion 
guides  with  each  audio-visual  aid  that  is  sent  out.  This  is  a  real  ommis- 
^n'^r^sh^d  be  rectified.    There  should  also  be  a  comple^^u^^ 
of  all  projection  equipment  on  loan  from  the  State  Board  of  Health 
to  various.county  healOi  departments.   It  is  felt  that  some  of  it  could  be 
more  equitably  and  profitably  distnbuted. 

To  end  on  a  cheerful  note:  there  was  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  severe  fiUn  damage  encountered  during  *e  year  1  « 
beUeved  that  this  was  brought  about  by  greater  dihgence  «  "^P^^t^iK 
each  aid  before  it  is  loaned,  and  also  by  the  purchase  of  a  film  delect 
indicator. 

EXHIBITS  CONSULTANT 

In  response  to  a  long-felt  need,  an  exhibits  consultant  was  employed 
in  AuKUsr  1955.  Mr.  Herbert  Bames  joined  the  staff  to  a^ist  ">  Pl^/^^g 
^d  pSparing  exhibits  for  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  county  heahh 
departments.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  ^e  completed  53  s.g^ 
28  posters:  participated  in  six  conferences  related  to  proposed  ochibiK 

or  oCr  a^dVvisJLl  aids;  assisted  with  11  ^-'^-^ ^!^;}:^XToU^t 
consultations,  art  work,  the  purchasing  of  supplies  difficult  to  obtam  m 

small  towns,  etc. 

HEALTH  EDUCATORS  ON  COUNTY  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT  STAFFS 

Manatee  and  Polk  counties  added  health  educators  to  their  staffs  this 
year.    It  is  anticipated  that  much  time  wiU  be  spent  helpmg  to  onent 


I 


ii 


210       ANNUAL   REPORT,    1955 

these  persons  during  the  coming  year.  Five  counties  now  have  local 
health  educators  (the  two  above  plus  Hillsborough,  Pinellas  and  Volusia) 
and  Dade  is  presently  looking  for  a  well-qualified  candidate.  This  is  a 
very  gratifying  development  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  health  educators 
can  do  much  to  help  round  out  county  health  department  activities  in 
this  field. 

HEALTH  NOTES 

This  bulletin  which  comes  out  monthly  (except  July  and  August) 
continues  to  enjoy  great  popularity.  Reaching  approximately  12,500 
persons  with  each  issue,  it  also  is  the  largest  single  expediture  in  the 
budget.  During  1955  subjects  covered  were:  mosquito  control,  food 
sanitation,  male  health,  migrants,  vacations,  simplified  annual  report, 
children  and  accidents,  health  councils,  heart  disease  and  water  plant 
operation. 

LIBRARY 

FLORA  E.  HERMAN,  B.S.,  B.S.  in  L.S.,  Librarian 

Miss  Herman  resigned  early  in  December.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a 
qualified  replacement  had  not  been  obtained. 

During  1955  circulation  consisted  of:  books:  regular  loans,  1329  and 
indefinite  loans,  1221;  periodicals,  6819,  pamphlets  and  reprints,  326; 
microfilms,  79;  total  9774,  an  increase  of  almost  10  percent  over  1954. 
In  addition,  the  Armed  Forces  Medical  Library  furnished  17  photostatic 
copies  of  articles,  and  with  the  University  of  Florida  Libraries  and  the 
Jacksonville  Public  Library  supplied  the  majority  of  28  interiibrary 
loans.  Borrowers  were  as  follows:  individual,  455  and  group  (clinics, 
bureaus,  divisions),  40;  total  495,  an  increase  of  approximately  9  per 
cent. 

The  library  answered  1653  reference  questions  and  compiled  98 
reference  lists  or  bibliographies,  a  considerable  increase  over  the  past 
year. 

A  part-time  cataloger  was  added  to  the  staff.  Books  cataloged,  571; 
bound  journals  processed,  388;  total  volumes  added,  959.  New  pamph- 
lets added:   577. 

Most  of  the  journals  prior  to  1920  have  been  withdrawn.  They  were 
first  offered  to  the  Health  Center  Library  of  the  University  of  Florida 
and  the  remainder  were  then  offered  to  the  Medical  Library  Association 
Exchange.  Requests  for  these  old  volumes  came  from  76  libraries  for 
754  items.  Also,  duplicates  offered  to  the  Exchange  resulted  in  shipment 
of  3,459  items  to  227  libraries,  38  of  which  were  in  foreign  countries. 

The  Entomological  Research  Center  Library  at  Vero  Beach  is  not 
considered  a  branch  library,  but  is  required  to  furnish  this  library  with 
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complete  information  on  all  additions  to  their  collection  so  that  they 
may  be  made  avaUable  to  our  borrowers. 

Or,P  of  the  real  problems  in  the  Ubrary  b  the  lack  of  money  for 
uS^  A™^m^a?elv  329  new  volumes  need  binding  annually,  at  a 
bmdmg.    Approamately  ^-^^  n<=^      estimated  that  the  library  is  now 

$?^  Sd  iJ  SinJ    Ine^Sle  losses  occur  due  to  single  issues 
KinT^ara^ed  f«>m  a  total  year's  issues,  dirt  and  m^shandUng. 

ORIENTATION  PROGRAMS  . 

Annroximatelv  90  persons  attended  orientation  programs  conducted 

basic  public  health  problems  mvolved. 

and  divisions. 

'"'^"Tsdll  a  tremendous  demand  for  Pa-pWe-^m  the  belief  ^at 

of  Preventable  Diseases. 

The  most  popular  pamphlets  this  V-^ --i^^":iS''*^i:d  '^to 
lets  on  this  subject  for  use  m  maternity  clmics  *^'^  "^"  ,  ^ 

Spai^  and  fouAd  good  acceptance  in  vanous  areas  m  the  southern  part 

of  the  state. 

Several  pamphlets  were  reprinted  and  revised,  but  no  new  ones  were 

produced. 

PRESS  SECRETARY 

x>f  r    T^rlc  Averv  resigned  in  December.   During  the  year  his  actmti^ 

Mr.  Jack  Avery  resi^icu  n  nrenaration  of  routme  and 

had  duplicated  those  of  previous  V^ "  J^^^^P^^^t^rli  °  sues  of  Health 

special  "^s  releases;  ass^nce  with  wntmg^e  ^^        ,i^ely 

Notes,  and  photography,   pe  press  f^^'^l^^\^^    f  ^^tual  interest. 

with  other  health  and  «^lfa^\^,?^.f' ^  °°  ^  mC  co^rences,  work- 
These  included  appropriate  publicity  about  semmars,  come 

shops,  short  courses  and  conventions. 
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TEACHERS  PROJECT 

An  experimental  project  was  inaugurated  in  the  summer  of  1955  to 
put  teachers  in  coimty  health  department  for  several  weeks  —  for  univer- 
sity credit  —  to  help  them  learn  more  about  the  health  facilities  in  their 
communities,  and  to  increase  their  awareness  of  the  opportunities  for 
health  instruction  in  the  schools.  Twelve  teachers  from  Dade,  Palm 
Beach,  Hillsborough,  Polk,  Osceola  and  Brevard  counties  participated 
in  this  pilot  study  which  was  sponsored  by  the  University  of  Florida,  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  the  county  health  departments  and  boards  of 
public  instruction  in  the  counties  mentioned,  the  State  Department  of 
Education,  the  Florida  Tuberculosis  and  Health  Association  and  its  con- 
stituent county  organizations. 

In  the  concluding  words  of  the  official  report  on  this  project:  "The 
general  concensus  of  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  though  it  took  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  plan  this  course,  and  while  many  frustrations 
were  faced  and  many  improvements  need  to  be  made,  it  was  one  of  the 
most  worthwhile  and  satisfaction-giving  experiences  that  all  who  partici- 
pated in  it  had  ever  had."  A  copy  of  this  report  entitled  "Teachers  and 
Health"  is  available  upon  request.  It  is  planned  to  continue  this  project 
on  an  expanded  basis  in  1956,  possibly  with  financial  assistance  from  a 
philanthropic  foundation. 

OTHER  ACTIVITIES 

Ten  foreign  visitors  from  nine  countries  (Mexico,  Belgian  Congo, 
Costa  Rica,  Pakistan,  Brazil,  Iran,  Egypt,  North  Borneo,  Philippines) 
were  oriented  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  in  some  instances  field 
work  was  planned  for  them.  This  activity  is  international  public  rela- 
tions at  its  best  —  and  is  also  very  time  consuming. 

As  usual,  the  staff  cooperated  constantly  with  other  health  and  welfare 
organizations  in  the  state,  as  well  as  hospitals,  universities,  PTA  groups 
and  the  like.  .  .  .  The  staff  members  made  numbers  of  public  appear- 
ances in  behalf  of  health  education  activities,  especially  on  the  local 
level.  .  .  .  Much  time  was  spent  in  pre-school  and  post-school  planning 
conferences  and  workshops  with  teacher  groups.  .  .  .  Work  with  health 
councils  continued.  Much  interest  was  generated  by  an  issue  of  Health 
Notes  on  this  subject. 

It  is  felt  that  this  division  is  doing  far  too  little  in  the  field  of  adult 
health  education  and  still  lacks  any  one  to  direct  an  intensive  radio  and 
TV  campaign  in  behalf  of  health. 

Articles  by  staff  members: 

Herman,  Flora  E.  Symposium  on  Types  of  Medical  Libraries.  VIII. 

The  public  health  library.  Bull.  M.  Library  A.  43:212-6,  Apr.,  1955. 
Reed,    Elizabeth.    Quiet    Please!    Am.    J.    Nursing.    55:49-50,    Jan. 

1955. 
Reed,   Elizabeth.    Don't   Read   Your   Speech!    Am.   J.   Nursing.   55: 

1212-1213,  Oct.  1955. 
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